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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIWTTION, FEBRuARY, 1945 

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have 
been published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and 
fruits and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins 
on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the 
information on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales 
contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in 
monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. 

Wholesale Trade 

Wholesale rocery sales transactod in February, 1946 increased 11 per 
cent over the volume of dollar sales realized in February of last year, according 
to statements received from 76 of the larger wholesale grocery houses operating in 
Canada, but February sales declined 7 per cent from the January level of trading. 
Results nr"lysed on a regional basis showed considerable deviation from the aver-
age gain. Sales increased 4 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 15 per cent in 
Quebec, 6 per cent in Ontario, 15 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, and 19 per 
cent in British Columbia. 

The wholesale fruit and vegetable trade reported a 26 per cent gain 
in sales in February of this year over last, and sales increased 6 per cent over 
the January volume of trading. These data are based on returns received from 50 
of the larger wholesale fruit and vegetable establishments operating in Canada. 
The trend of wholesale fruit and vegetable trading followed closely that of the 
grocery trade, increases being more pronounced in the western provinces than in 
thc .tst. 

Wholesale grocery inventories at the end of February, 1946, declined 
7 per cent from the value of stocks on hand at the end of February, 1945, and were 
2 per cent lower than the January month-end stock holdings. Inventories at the 
beginning of February are normally 66 per cent in excess of the business trans-
acted during that month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of February, 1946, were 
14 per cent greater than the volume of February sales, indicating that the inven-
tory position at the beginning of February was decidedly below the normal situa-
tion :or that period of the year. 
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Wholesale_Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 

Dollar Sales 
Number 	(add 000) 	Per cent chance 

of 

reporting 

$ 

CANAr'A ....... 	76 	18,488 	20,575 	+113 	- 6.6 

Maritimes 	...... 17 2,612 2,728 + 4.4 -17.8 
Quebec 20 2,292 2,640 +15.2 +4.0 
Ontario 	.,........, 20 6,055 621 + 6.0 -12.6 
Prairies 	........... 13 4,957 5,714 +15.3 - 1.3 
British Columbia 6 2,572 3,072 +19.4 - 0.5 

Wholesale Fruit_and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 

Divisi on 	firms  February, 	February, 	February, 1946 over 
1945 	1946 	February, January, 

1945 	1946 

Dollar Sales 
(dO0O) 

Number 
Division 	of 

	
February, 	February, 	February, 1946 over 

firms 
	

1945 	1946 	February, January, 
reporting 	 1945 	1946 

	

CANADA ....,,, 	50 	6,958 	8,785 	+26,3 	+ 5.6 

	

Maritimes and Quebec 	17 	1,583 	1,778 	+12.3 	+32.3 

	

Ontario ............ 	19 	2,816 	3,592 	+27.5 	- 5.9 

	

Western Provinces .. 	14 	2,559 	3,415 	+33.5 	+ 9.1 
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Retail Sales 
Chain Stores 

February, 1946 sales of 882 chain store units operated by 25 chain compan-
ies in the food retailing field were 9 per cent higher than sales of 903 stores op-
erated by the same 25 firms in February, 1945. Average sales per store in February, 
1946 were $17,570,11 per cent above the $15,791 average for the ene month of the 
previous year. 

Sales in the western provinces were up 13 per cent over February a year 
ago, while in eastern and central areas the gains were lower and ranged between 7 
and 9 per cent. Results for these two broad divisions would be more similar if 
allowance were made for the reduction in the number of stores operated, all of which 
took place in areas east of the Prairie Provinces. 

Comparison of Stores and Sales for February, 1945 and 1946 

February, 1945 	February, 1946 	
% Change
In Sales 

No. of 	- 	No of . 	-- Sales 	Sales 	Feb., 1946 
Stores 	- Stores 	Feb., 1945 

1 
903 	14,259,597 	882 	15,496,416 	+ 8,7 

Maritimes 	........... 41 455,832 40 486,266 + 6.7 
Quebec 	.........,.,. 170 3,060,844 164 3,345.072 + 9.3 
Ontario 	......,,,.., 506 7,868,506 492 8,429,625 + 7.1 
Prairie Provinces .. 94 1,563,372 94 1,760,406 +12.6 
British ColumTbia 	... 92 1,311,043 92 1,475,047 +12.5 

Independent Stores 

February sales of independent food stores experienced the same increase 
over February of last year as did chain food companies. The iucrease is also on a 
par with that which was recorded in the January corparison. Outstanding among the 
resu1s for various provinces was a 22 per cent increase in Saskatchewan. Alberta 
stores also had a prominent increase of 13 per cent. Gains elsewhere were fairly 
close to the average increase for the trade, except in the Maritime Provinces where 
a moderate advance of 4 per cent was r'ecrded. 

Comparison of Sales Reported For February, 1945 and 1946 

No, of No. Change In Sa1 
Stores Reporting February, 1946 

Reporting An Increase February, 1945 

CANADA 	.. . 	1,192 
	

870 
	

4 9.0 

Maritimes 	....., 173 99  
Quebec 	............. 283 203 + 7,6 
Cntario......., 383 283 
Manitoba 85 67 +10.1 
5askatchewa 60 49 +22.0 
Alberta 	....... 102 85 +13.0 

British Columbia 106 84 + 7•5 
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