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CURREST TRENDS I FOOD DISTRIZUTION

HOVEMBER, 1947

This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery and
wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in other monthly
bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade thus facilitating a comparison of
the trends in monthly sales in the two stares of food distribution.

WHOL #SALE TRADE

Grocers' Seles

November sales of 74 of the larger pgrocery wholesalers across Canada
were 23% higher than ia November, 1946, briaging the cumulative sales for the
11 months of 1947 to a level 18% in excess of that for the corresponding
period of 1946. Compared with Cctober, 1947, dollar volume of grocers' sales
showed a drop of 1C%.

British Coluntia and Ontario continued to record the largest rains
over 1946 at 33% and 27% respectively. Cumulative sales for 11 months of 1947
for Rritish Columbia and Ontario were 24% and 19% hizher than in the corres-
ponding period of 1946. Increases recorded for the other regions, with the
Il -month cumulative per cent change in brackets, are as follows: Quebec, 21%
(16%); Prairies, 18% (15%); Maritimes, 17% (14%).

Fruit and Vevetable Uealers' Seles
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Dollar sales of fruits and vegetables in Canada were 1% higher than
in November a vear agzo according to statements submitted by 49 of the larger
dealars in the country. There was a drop from Cctober of 4%, while cumula-
tive sales for the 1] months of 1947 were b below those for the corrosponding
period of 1946,

A substantial pain over Novembesr, 1546, of 18% was recorded by
wholesalers in the Maritimes end Quelbec combtined. Ontario sales were up 2%
while in the iWestern Provinces, sales continued below the 1945 level by 10%.

Grocers' Iaventories

Stocks on hand at the end of November, 1947 showed an increase in
value of 20% compared with the same date a year aro and were 11% higher in
value than at the end of Cctober, 1947. Stocks on hand at the tegimning of
November are normally 43% in excess of sales in that month. Inventories at
the beginning of November this year were valued 7% below November sales.,
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Dollar gales
Humter (add 00C) Per cent chenge
Division of o Jan.-to-
firms Noventer I!Novenber Nove, 1947 over Nov,, 1947
reporting 194€ 1947 Nov, Oct, Jan.-to-
1446 1947 Vov., 1546
$ e
CANADAceeenacanes 74 27,687 34,167 +238.4 -10.4 +17.5
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Yaritime Provinces 14 5,569 4,171 DN 10,9 +14.C
Quebec e v e s esrs 0 20 '7‘,83':3 4,658 +21¢S - 8»C' *16o0
CYTElrilO] [erefeletelelensleors 21 8,615 11,284 +27.4 -14,1 +1€.8
Prairie Provinces . 12 7,683 9,274 +18.4 - 6,7 +15.3
Rritish Columbia .. é DAk 4 ,83C +32.6 - 8,2 +24,1
i}l.C_)-leSEl}_(- FI‘_l_J}L{El(}. .‘v'e.;;ela_l)_l_e fl‘!id‘ff‘- 3’.-"; mb."c_g_n‘o.gic Div isioE
. " ““Dellar Sales
Hurter (add 000) Per cent change
of Jan.=to-
Division firms November November Nov., 1847 over .ER”'! 1947
reperting 1546 1947 Hov. OFt. Jan.-to~
‘ ) 1946 kiﬁl.-, Nev., 1646
» L $

GINEIADAY  FeYerereleveretevsre 495 9,611 2,698 0.9 = 442 9.C

Maritimes and Quebec. 18 P g e 2,61¢ 7.8 +24.0 1.8

CLIEAT A0 (eroreiniernisioreicioinre 18 3,500 3,87h 2.1 - 0.4 4.1

Aestern Provinces ... 13 3,888 3,504 9.9 -15.5 Te5
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Retail Trade

Chain Stores = November, 1947 sales of 875 chain store units operated by 28
chain companies in the food reteiling field were 43% higher than sales of
874 stores opereted by the same 28 firms in November, 1946, Average sales
per store in November, 1947 were 28,760, 43 per cent above the 20,122 aver~
age for the same month of the previous year.

The largest increases in chain food store sales occurred in Ontario
and British Columbia. Gains of 47% in each of these regions surpassed the
43% advance for the country as & whole. The Maritime Provinces recorded a
gain of 40%; Quebec, 37%; and the Preirie Provinces, 32% over November last

yvear.
Comparison of Stores and Sales fcr November, 1546 anc 1947
o e ) 7 Change ,
______E‘_’f’imb”’ 1946 B Movember, 1947 In Sales
No. of N No. of Noveriber,1947
__________ _Stores °&1ﬂi_ Stores Sales __lNovember,1946
$ $
CIAMADA . oecroones 874 17,587,000 875 _ 25,164,900 +4i5, 1!
¥aritime Prcvinces .. 43 63%,8C0 45 889,400 +40,3
QUEDEC sevevsecnsccns 141 2,704,500 140 3,693,200 +36.8
Ontﬂrio L B B B L 490 10,248,600 488 15,051 ,OOO +46‘9
Frairie Provinces ... 1C4 2,250,4C0 103 2,936,400 +31 .7
British Columbia see. 96 1% 7618, {00 99 2,594,900 +46 .6

Independent Storas ~ Independent stores did 6% more business in Hovenber,
1947 then in the same month of lest year. In this field also Ontario and
British Columbia led with guins of 8% and 9% respectively. All other prov=
irces showed uniform increcases ranging from 2% to 5%.

Comparison of Sales Reportecd for lovember, 1546 and 1947

R e - - ¥o. cof Ho.  Change in Sales

Stores Reporting Hovember, 1947

1 Reprrting in Incresse November, 1946
T R 1,155 649 % B
Yaritime Frovinces .. 162 72 + 2.3
GEEHEEE ..o voe00coson aT73 147 + 4.2
R I0 2o vecscoaasns 359 222 + 8,0
ESEOA < seeecoasosse B2 44 + 5.2
3askatchewen ..evvens 63 B + 218
BIEET T8 « o cioicoaoe o 02 (2 St
British Columbia ..e. 114 &0 + 9.4
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