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KONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL, STCORE SALES, MAY, 1946

Country general store sales in Canada were 14 per cent higher in Nay, 1946
than in April and stood 17 per cent above lay, 1945. The increase over liay, 1345 was
on a par with the gain recorded in Jpril of this year compared with last. The average
gain for the first quarter of this year over last was only 8 per cent but, when the
17 per cent increases for the two later months are included, the cumulative gain for
the first rive months stands at 12 per cent. Ieavy sales of feed, building supplies
and naterials, were mentioned by some retailers to be zmong the more important factors
contributing to the recent sales expansion. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935 to
1939 = 100) stood at 213.4 for May, 1946, 186.7 for April, 1946 and 182.1 for May, 1945.

The increases throughout all sections of the country were unusually uniform
and provincizl average increases were in almost all cases very close to the average
gain for the country as a whole. British Columbia, where a pronounced sales increase
of 26 per cent occurred between liay of 1945 and 1946, was the single exception,

A slight recession took place in the adjusted index which moved from 201,5
in April of this year to 196.4 in the month under review.
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INEAS OF COUNTIY Ta@RiL STCORE SALES~-(Averags for 1935-1939 = 100)
A. Unadjusted. B. Index adiustes for number of business days and seasonal variations.
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