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Country general store sales in Canada averaged 14 per cent lower in July 
this year than last according to monthly statements received from some 700 of these gen- 
eral merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas of the country. 
Improved agricultural outlook in the southern parts of Saskatchewan as compared with a 
year ago lead to an increase of 12 per cent in sales in July of this year compared with 
last for this region. Sales for the province were up by 2 per cent. Manitoba sales 
were up by 1 per cent while all other regions recorded losses ranging from 1 per cent 
for Alberta to 114 per cent for the Maritime Provinces. Quebec sales were down by 14 per 
cent; Ontario, 6 per cent and British Columbia, 7 per cent. 

These percentage changes are based on calendar-month totals with no 
allowances made for differences in number of business days. Part of the decline in July 
of this year compared with last must be attributed, to the fact that there was one extra 
business day in July last year. 

Percentage Change inCountry Gor.eral Store Sales by Regions 

.Iu].y, 	193 	J 
July, 1937 

&imbor of 	Number 	I 

July, 1938 
 July, 1937 

Number of Number 
Region stores 	reporting 	Per cent Region etores reporting Per Cent 

reporting an increase 	Change  reporting an increase Change 

Maritime ISaskatchewan - 
Provinces 83 16 13.6 	North .... 61 25 - 	4.11 

Quebec: South .... 56 115 + 11.7 
South... 52 19 8.0 	TOTAL ,... 117 70 + 	1.6 
North ... 142 16 - 	23 
TOTAL .... 94 35 

- 	Uberta 
14,1 	North .... 53 22 - 	1.6 

Ontario: S cuth ,... 90 143 - 	0.5 
East 	.... 143 17 -. 	6.8 	1 	TOTAL 143 6 0.9 
North •. . 33 12 8.6 	british 
West 	•.•. 59 27 . 	Columbia . 58 25 - 	6.7 
TOTAL ... 145 56 - 	5.6 

Manitoba .. 57 29 + 	0.5 	CANADA 697 296 - 	11.2 

Indexes of Countr1eneral Store Sales 

(l93&.1oo) 

CANADA 
Maritime 
Provinces Quebec Ontario Manitoba 

Sask- 
atchewan Alberta 

British 
Columbia 

June, 	1936 .........101.9 101.6 112,1 105.0 96.5 90.5 95.7 104.3 
June, 	1937 	.........110.7 109.8 1.28.9 112.1 103.1 95.2 98.7 119.5 
June, 	1933 	........ 	112.5 1014.0 132.5 iio.6 113.3 99.7 102.6 119.0 

103.5 102,3 113.0 109. 6  1014.3 88.0 96.3 io14. July, 1936 ......... 
117.7 119.6 136.7 127.1 1114.8 9-i.6 100.1 120.5 July, 	1937 	......... 

July, 	1933 	. ........ 112.8 103.3 131.1 120.0 115.14 96.1 99.2 112.14 
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