
s-b -d3 	 C2- 
V 
	

Published by Authority of the HON. W.D. EULER, Li.?. 

hiinister of Trade and Commerce 

0 X_-j - 
4 

" 

çQ 

DEPARTiNT OF TRADE AND COi2RCE 
DoaNIoN BUREAU OF STATISTICS 

INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
OTTkIA, CANADA 

Dominioi Statistician: 	R. H. Coats, LL.D., F.R.S.C., F.S.S. (Hon.) 
Chief, Iterna1 Trade Branch 	Herbert Marshall, B,A. F.S.S. 
Statistician: 	 A. C. Steedman, B.A. 
Vol. III - No. 3 	 Year's Subscription, $1.00 

Single copies, 	.10 

LIONTHLY INDES OF COUNTRY GENEL STORE SALES 

March, 199 

Country general store sales averaged 8 per cent lower in March this year than 
last and were better maintained in the west than in Central Canada and the East accord-
ing to returns received from more than 700 of these general merchandise stores located 
in the smaller towns and rural regions of the country. 

Saskatchewan made the best showing with a decline of only 4 per cent. British 
Columbia was down 5 per cent, Alberta 7 per cent, while reductions of 8 per cent below 
last year were reported by the Maritime Provinces, Quebec and Manitoba. Excessive falls 
of snow which blocked roads in many districts, together with reduced prices for dairy 
products resulted in a 15 per cent decline in retail sales in Eastern Ontario from March 
last year. Sales in Northern Ontario were down by 9 per cent and Western Ontario, 8 per 
cent. Sales for Ontario as a whole were down by 11 per cent. 

These percentage changes are based on the total monthly sales of the reporting 
firms with no allowances ndo for differences in number of businoeB days in difforent 
months. 

Percontae Change in Country Gpneral Store Sales by RORIOflS 

March. 19 	 March. 199 
March 	198  March, 198  

Number of Number Number ofj Number 
Region stores reporting For cent Region 

Ireportinalan 
stores reporting Per cent 

reporting an increase change increase chaigo 

Maritime Saskatchewan: 
Provinces: 85 29 - 	 8.1 North....... 68 22 - 	 4.2 

Quebec: South....... 57 19 - 	 4.7 
South,.... 56 20 - 	 6.2 

TOTAL........ 125 41 - 	 4.4 
North...... 48 16 - 	 8.9 

Alberta: 
TOThL.,..... 104 36 - 	 8.0 North....... 59 10 - 11.5 

Ontario: South ... ,.. 93 44 - 	 4.1 
East...... 48 9 - 14.5 

152 54 - 	 6.9 
North...., 39 12 - 	 8.9 

British 
56 12 - 	 8.4 Co1umbja 51 22 - 	 5.1 

TOTAL...... 143 33 - 10.5 

lAanitoba: 57 13 - 	 7.5 CANiDA: 717 228 - 	 7.6 
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Indexes of Country General Store Spies 
(Average Lionthly Sales in 1936 = 100) 

Month Carada 
Maritime 

I 	Provtncea Qubec Ontarjp 
1938 1919 1 	1918 1919 1938 1939 193 199 

January 	......... 81.6 76.5 89.8 80.4 83.7 17.6 80.0 76.0 

February ........ 80.4 73.3 87.1 77.3 82.3 76.4 81.4 74.2 

March 	....,...,., 91.1 84.2 90.6 83.3 104.8 96.4 94.6 84,7 

April 	.. ......... 104.2 98.5 110.5 105.5 

May 	•....,...,.., 111.9 1 23.7 130,9 115.7 
June 	............ 112.5 104.0 132.5 110.6 

July 	............ 112.8 103.3 131.1 120.0 

August 	.......... 112.6 102.4 119.1 109.3 

September ....... 115.8 98.6 107.3 105.2 

October 	.,.,.,... 117,9 101.9 116.1 101.0 

November 	........ 104.2 97.4 105.4 97.8 

December 	........ 120.8 115.9 122.3 115.8 

Change, 
3 months, 1919 	.. - 7.5 - 9.9 - 	7.5 - 8.2 

1938 

Month Mpn.toba Saskatchewan 
Br.tjeh 

Albørta 	Co .umbjp 
1918 1919 1918 1919 1 	1918 1919 1 	1918 1919 

January 	......,.. 77.6 70.2 63.9 62.6 76.3 71.3 84.7 80.3 

February 	........ 77.6 69.0 67.3 60.3 72.6 66.4 82.5 78.6 

March 	........... 90.1 83.3 73.8 70.6 84.7 78.9 93.9 89.1 

April 	........... 104.2 95.4 105.3 106.4 

May 	... .......... 103.1 90.4 95.4 114.2 

June 	............ 113.3 99.7 102.6 119.0 

July 	............ 115.4 96.1 99.2 112.4 

August 	.... ...... 124.3 106.5 113.6 113.3 

September 	....... 131.7 130.2 130.1 111.4 

October ... 117.7 134.5 140.0 113.3 

Lovember 	.....,.. 110.0 112.1 110.3 97.4 

December 	........ 128.8 114.0 130.5 1 23.6 

Change, 
3 months, 	1919 	.. 9.3 5.6 - 1.3 - 5.0 

1938 
 

Note: Indexes for February and March, 1939,  are subject to revision. 
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