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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENZRAL STORE ShLES

April, 1940

Country general store sales for April advanced by 6 per cent over March
and were 7 per cent higher than in April, 193¢ according to reports from approximately
700 of these general merchandisc stores located in tho smaller towns and rural aroas of
the country. All regions oxcepting the southorn districts of Saskatchowan and Alborta
roportod gains over April a year ago, Salcs in tho Maritimo Provinces and Queboc woro
up by 9 por cont, Ontario szles gaincd 10 per cont; Manitoba, 1 por cont and British
Columbia, 3 por cent, 4 13 por cont incroaso in tho nerthorn districts of Sasketchowon
was modificd by a docline of 3 por cont in tho southern soctions rosulting in a gain of
7 por cont for tho provinco as 2 wholo, Salos im *hc northern part of Alborta woro up
11 por cont whilo snles in the southern sactions averagod 7 por cont lewor than in April
last yoor, ]

The 6 por cont incroaso shown in tho Dominion rcsults for tho March=April
comparison wes slightly loss than tho usual sonsoncl movomont for this poriod according
to tho oxporionce of tho prst four yoars for which figuros aro availablo. Tho April
indox, adjustod for difforonccs in numbor of businoss deys end for normal soesenzl vare
ictions doclinod from 108.4 in liarch to 106.2 in April,

Porcontago Change in Country Gonornl Shoro Salos by Rogions

M‘WW

April, 1940 i ' April, 1940 .
April, 1939 - . April, 1939
Numbcr of Numbor T : . {Numbor of{  -Numbor: i .
Rogion storos roporting | Por cent{ Region storos rcporting ! Por cont
reporting) an increasol changoe | roportinglan incroassel chango
Meritime ‘ Saskatchowan: '
Provincos: 84 5% + 8.8 I North ..ei0s 62 41 + 13.4
! .
Quoboc: ™ L South «.eees 52 26 - 3.4
Sauihl ;.. 50 35 + 6.4
[ et D | e (T 67 + 742
North (... 45 31 + 10,2 |
' ,fAlbcrtai """
SBRAL ... 05 66 4+ 9.0 % NOPRl Secoinna 56 41 + 11,0
On'tf‘-riO: i i SO“th seveve 82 33 2 6'5
Bast coo0s 47 39 + 13,3 | '
Jed T alop .. o) . 13D 74 + 0.2
North ,... 36 22 + 5.5 !I |
= " ! British
Wost vevee 53 32 4+ 10,7 i Columbisa: 56 28 + 3.0
. : .
TOTAL ....| 136 93 +10.3 |
.} CANADA: 676 416 + 6.8
Manitoba @ 53 31 ol § i '
{t
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hgjusted Indexes

Trdexes of country geusral store sales are now available for Ontario and
the Pruirie Provinces since January, 1936, Indexes for the Maritime Provinces, Quebec
and British Columbia commenced in March, 1936, The indexes previously published were
based on calendar nonth totals, no allowances being made for differences in the number of
business days in variocus months or for normal seasonal movements,

Adjustments to allow for these factors have recently besn made and in this
roport thero will be found tables giving the complete serice of indoxes since the begin-
ning of 1936. Two serics of indoxes are shown. The first is basod on monthly salos fig-
urcs while the socond is adjusted to allow both for differonces in numbor of busincss
days and also for normal scasonal variations,

In adjusting for difforcncos in the numbor of business days in difforent
months allowance was made not only for variations in the actual numbor of days but also
for difforcences in the seles importence cf diffcront days of the weck. Accerding to in-
formation rocoived from 2 samplc number cof country gonoral stores, approximatcly 27 por
cont of the wookly busincss is transacted on Szturday. Tho proportion for Wodneoadoy is
lowost at 13 por cent. The proportions for the soveral days of the wock arc shown below:

Porcontage of Weeolly Businsss Normally Transactod by Country Gonoral Stores
on Various Days of tho Voek

) Day Per cont of busincss

Monday 15.2
Tucsday 13.8
Wednesdey 1341
Thursdey 15.4
Friday 15.8
Saturday 26,17

--100,0

On tho basis of theuse porcontnges, woights wors assigned to the soveral
deys of the wock and the sum of thosc weights for o calondar menth wos taken te roprosont
the number of businoss days in that month,

Adjustmonts for sonsonnl variations are provisioncl until records for o
longer poriod of time become aveilable, Avorage rosults for the Dominion as o whele
indicato that country gonornl storo scles nre lowest in January whon the velume of bus-
inoss transactod is 22 per cont bolow on nvorage month, February and Merch sales are
only slightly highcr. An upward mcvemont commenced in April is ceniinued in Mey whon
selos 2ro normelly 4 por cont cbove an avorage month, Sales arc maintcined at the lay
lovel throughcut tho summer menths until Soptembor when enother cxpansion takes placo,
which, oxcopt for an ozsing off in Novombor is continuced till tho ond of the yoar,
Approximntaely 38 per cont of tho =nnual businoss of country goneral stores is transcctod
in the last four menths of the yeor,

Tho socscnal pattorn for country genernl storos diffors considerably for
difforent rogions of tho country, the ceneentraticn of business in tho latter part of
the year being groeater in the Prairio Provinces than in othor scctions., Szles in tho
last four months of the yeor form 40 per cont of the annual businecss in Manitebz, 43 por
cont in Saskatchowan and 41 per cent in Alberta. This groater concontration of businoss
in tho lattor months of tho yoar is naturally cccompanicd by lower salos in the earlior
menths,



INDEXES CF CQUNTRY GENERAL STORE SAILES
(Averace sonthly Sa‘es for 1936 = 100)

4, Unadjusted indexes, B, Seasonally adjusted indexes

R I L T TS T S T T T S T T T T e T T T T T T ST T ST T T TR T L IUT T I
Yeur ! i Maritime 1
and 7 Canada Provinces __ .-.juebsc __ . | Ongerio
_Jonth _ B 4L
. e - —— cvorrocgfv-»-»-----*--+pa—----'Ly-... e eie o B - . - B3 N NS . —
e i ' '
January ooooo; 75;7 96;7 (1) (l) (1) (1) 7500 94;6
February .,... T8ad 94,6 (1) (3 (1) (1) 1fL" 9346
Masahl :siovese 80.0 9749 83.9 1002 82.8 95.5 82.6 97.5
April nesesene 90.7 99;0 91;3 9907 8805 9707 9703 10258
| R 105.5 98.4 109.8 91,0 110.0 94,4 112,.6 97.5
JHIEE Sh. e slase o s 101.9 98.4 101.6 100.0 LR 99.6 105.0 100.4
JULY eoecvcacs 103.5 98.0 f 102.3 97,8 1130 96.6 109.6 96.3

AUGUSE sen.... || 110.2 | 102.2 I- 103,5 | 101.8 || 10%.0 99,3 || 109.4 98,3
September .... 2153 102.9 | 93.3 ;L gl W 104,.6 1 104.8 1028
October ...... 122.0 101.1 112,5 102,0 108.9 99.6 '
November ,..,. 102.0 102.6 106.5 106,1 100.9 10255 I (935 165 .8
December .,... 119.0 102.9 § 119.0 102 .0 112,6 101,8

JANuary ce.cee 80.17 104.2 89.4 103.6 9.2 106,.4 81,2 T PY |
February ..... 77.5 105.4 81.9 102.3 78.9 110,1 83.0 107.5
March c.oeeses 90,6 | 107.6 1 92¢5 | 107.3 | 97.5 | 109.2 “ 93.0 | 106,6
April’.iicueas 98.8 107.0 100.2 108,.5 100,0 109.5 101,6 106 .5

HAW vosscoenes 114,.4 107.1 12343 102 .6 1 126,6 109,1 122,7 106.7
R e tes . 7 7.8 109.8 108.5 1288, | 114.9 £ ] 107.6
L R a1 108.2 ¥ ,6 111.1 136.7 gt W 127.1 108.4
T 113.5 108.6 | 107.2 108,17 124,17 117.0 113.9 1450
September ,... 121,0 107.5 103.7 109.7 116.4 116.4 189,17 109.4
AREEbEr «..... 128,2 110.0 128.1 110.8 5.5 115 2 1176 112.5
November ..... 111,2 108.3 Wi 1 ey %] 112.9 111.8 103.3 105,8
B o iis - 22609 | 1325 | 126.5 ! 130.6 bl 130,7 | 120.0 || 126.7 | 112.2

Annual Average 107.6 107.4

February ..... 80.4 109.4 87.1 108.8 883 114,9 81,4 105.4
March ccovenss 91.1 108.2 90,6 105.0 104,8 JLTa 94,6 108.4
April .vcesene 104,2 109.9 98.5 103.8 110.5 117 8 808 ;5 107.7
B hdiiis v onons 1319 108.0 L2, 7 106,2 130.9 116.3 Rl 7 o3 T
June serssvense 112;5 108;7 104;0 102 .4 132.5 117.7 110u6 105;7
JULY eovecsnne 112.8 1073 103.3 99.2 i T ) 112.6 120,0 105.8
BRGUEE .0 0o 112.,6 104,5 102.4 100,7 119.1 108,4 109.3 102.4

1338 ' ' ,
January ...ee. ﬂ 81.6 108.3 89.8 106,9 l 8257 115.6 80,0 104.9
September ..., 115.8 102 .4 98.6 93.8 107.3 106,4 105,2 100,6

October .veeee 117.9 101..5 101,9 96,0 116,1 110,.4 ¥l 1l 97.0
November ..... 104,2 101.9 97.4 94,4 105.4 104,1 97.8 | 100.6
QILS <5 95.3 12249 105,49 115.8 96,8

December .s.e» u 120.8 T2

Annuel Average 105.9 : sl EEn 2 103.1
. | . . . . . \

Januaf%i%...,. i 76,5 | 102:1 | 8C.4 96,1 77.6 | 107.6 76,0 | 100.0
February cesce 7303 9907 I 76 6 95-7 7606 10609 74-3 9603
MﬁrCh ‘;.;Qeot 83;9 98;8 83 5 96;1 95.8 106;3 84.1 95 5
T O g1 Tl SR 96,3 93.3 | 103.3 88.9 9443
B ok s e e v aie 108.9 102 .0 1174 T 128.7 111,0 114.9 v i I
B b s o v 1034F 99.2 100.0 57 o6 120,6 106.3 104,17 99.3
July eevencans 106,4 101.6 97.7 94,3 WY 0 109.5 1.5 g7 8

HUERET s s oo 110.3 1c2.3 102.3 100,6 113.7 103.5 106.1 99.3
September ..., || 129.8 111.4 107.9 105.1 117.4 113.4 114.1 106,1

October svaces 122.4 108.8 100.5 9717 120,2 117.9 105.0 104.0
November ..... 102.6 100.0 103.4 99.8 104,8 103,1 99.4 101.8
December ..... 126,1 | 108.2 124,0 105,5 || 127.9 | 114.6 ; 120,0 103.9
Annual Average 102 .9 98.5 108,.6 99.8
s . . . ! .

Jefuary cesese f 85,5 | 130,5 i 9359 106.:4 88.5 | 118,9 [ 84.3 | 107.6
February «.... 82,5 | 108,2 i 92,1 | 110,9 33,2 ! 111.9 |} 83.7 1 10%,5
Bty o 91.6 | 108.4 | 92,7 | 107.0 | 93.6 | 132.0 i 91,5 | 204.5

A ,1~L_i Bl = oi 8. | 16 10602 V95,7 ! 104,5 U 100,8 | 11102 % 97,8 | 103.4

Indexes for thece months are no* available. Indexes for thls region based on the
tW°lve month period ending Fevoruary, 1937. {2) Subject to revision.
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INDEXSS CF CCUNTRY GENEZRAL STORE SALES
(hverage lionthly Sales for 1936 = 100)
J

usied indexes, B. Seasonally adjusted indexes,

o e e m e e e e  Bw W S e RS EY Y TWoSTm.a Somiegml ¢ - - - - B
g S S T IR T LTI YT T I TIIT T SIS L LITTIFITTET LTSI IS

LT T e i i -'“1 British

and _.__Mianitoba Saskatchewan |1 __ilberta W  Columbia ____
GRS S | DY SO e N -

1936 ' g

TolBaagy o s io o 69.0 96.8 62,1 92.4 7241 97,0 (1) (1)
February «eees 67.3 94,2 62,4 89.9 655 96,6 (1) (1)
Harch seeseces 1349 95.1 o W 96.4 78.8 100.1 86.4 102.0
B Gilvseoee 81,2 92.6 84.8 93.5 92,1 96.4 96.9 993
LT T 94,17 $8.8 9.1 102 ,4 $8.17 105.2 Y 104.5 9745
June ;o-oo-o-; 9605 97-9 90:5 9507 9507 10102 104'3 93.5

SR Ty ne <6 o 104.,3 99.8 88.0 94,4 96,8 10136 104 .8 LK)
LT 124.8 104 .8 112.8 104,% 108.8 100,0 110.3 102,3
September .... 134.4 104.8 148.4 13095 gbr) 1) 99.8 106.0 100,17
QEeer ... .o 133.9 106.5 157.2 10548 132.6 98.9 107.9 98.8
November ...es 58.3 xTig 105.3 95,17 103.5 98.3 98.4 105.1
December «eoeoe 121 47 1010 RS 104,1 128.8 102 .6 117.6 102 .6

LT,

105.8 65.7 58,8 102,.4 84 .2 104.8

J&nuary seesoe 7405 7502

February seses 68.6 102,4 64,6 99.1 70.6 104.0 78.1 1%
R s <50 0 00 86,0 107.4 7549 106.6 86.8 107.,0 54,0 107.8
B soe 0 v 9.2 169 16 92,6 101.3 99.0 102,7 105.0 106,17
B e i o e MR 1 105.5 10852 106,1 58.9 105,8 i 00 105,6
B o dhseess 10351 104.9 ). ) 10258 98,7 104.7 || 11945 107.6
O sastie s 114.8 101.6 94.6 98.6 100,1 102,1 1805 108,7
BEEE i oo 124.3 107.6 57,3 538 110 105.7 Tied 110,4
September .... 145.8 113.1 120.9 89.8 129.5 105.2 117.4 1LILI0

October seveae 140.3 TG0 142.3 9846 132,6 102.4 Bl.5 111.3
November ...a. 119.2 115.1 114.7 101.1 117.0 107 8 X0RED 109.2

December ..... 137.9 TIE 2 Tsltilg 3 974 132.9 107.6 125.0 110,8
Annual Average 108.7 98.3 104.4 107.9
1938
January sieiee T -6 113.2 63.9 98.8 76.3 106.8 84.7 108.,3
February .e.se d TH 46 115.8 67.3 103.3 Teis8 106.8 82.5 108,2
March sovessss 90.1 112,6 73.8 58.5 34,17 104 .4 93,9 107.6
- A 104.2 114.9 95.4 101,6 105.3 106 .4 106.4 105.3
B i f b v e 103.1 113 20.4 38.7 9544 105.3 K 110.3
T T8 .3 114.9 99.17 105.4 102 .6 108.4 119.0 106417
L T 115.4 110.8 96.1 103,6 99.2 104.6 112.4 104.8
et . .6 era 4248 104.4 106.5 58.8 113.6 104,3 113.3 1051
September s.ss 131,7 Wi i, W 96.0 i Biils, 1 104.9 111.4 10445
Oetober. «s.s0s || 117.7 97.2 || 134.5 93,5 || 140.0 | 108.5 |113.3 | 107.7
November ..ess 110.0 106.6 TR, 1 99.1 L2303 102.0 974 10 152
December ... 128.8 102.4 114.0 93.7 130.5 i Y 1830 103.4
Annual Average 107.8 98.7 105.0 106,0
1939

JOnuary seeess 70.2 102.8 62.6 97«2 ] 100,3 80.3 103.1
February eeee. 68.5 | 102.2 60,4 927 66,4 97.8 79.1 | 103.7
Harch eesesess B3.3 | | p18842 7040 926 78.6 96,1 89,8 | 20840
il d.cpeees 93.1 106 .6 83.4 92 .4 55.6 100,4 101,0 103,9
M 6o s abe 98.8 103.4 86.3 91.4 9349 100.5 109.7 10847
TRE s s eiees 1671 .2 Te.8 &Ly 88,6 35.6 100,2 1989 1037
B e s 108.7 104.9 87.4 94.6 95,5 w1, 1 108.4 101.5
Baigdts .. cne oo 116.7 98.0 107,1 9 -3 114.3 105.,0 110.8 102,8

September .... 151.9 113,8 166.,0 1.1 144.2 113,1 114.1 104 42
0ctober sesses 124.4 106,1 158,7 113.8 135.4 108.3 106.2 104.2
November s.cee 103.6 100,0 102,47 50.4 106.3 97«9 L 96.8
December ..sse 133.2 109,6 138.6 105.6 118.9 102,9

| r
Annual Average || 104.5 i 99 o2 | 103.0 102.4
{ . 3
124 - 1 i i !

January ssseqs || 7727 | 1103 | 69, 10456 i 80,1 | 109.1 || 84,8 | 105.6
February eesec |! 76.9 Q6E = oL el 100.1 i Ti&2 109.6 1 83.1 105.,0
sapch(2) Sooioll  89is | 11113 Ul 0.2 | 206.6 [} 88.8 | 109.0 |} 95.2 | 108.6

' 95,9 0

() ..., 9409 | 108.3 i 88, | 98,0 i 95,9 ! 100.3 105.0 ' 107.6
(1) Indexes for these montihs are not available. Indexes for this region based on the

twelve month period ending February, 1737. (2) Subject to revision.
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