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MONTHLY INDE)S OF COUNY GENERAL STORE SALES 

Country general store sales for April advanced by 6 per cent over March 
and were 7 per cent highor than in April, 1939 according to reports from approximately 
700 of those general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas of 
the country. All regions excepting the southern districts of Saskatchowa.n and Alberta 
reported gains over April a year ago. Sales in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec were 
up by 9 per cent. Oitario salos gained 10 per cent; Manitoba, 1 por cent and British 
Columbia, 3 por cent. A 13 per cent incroaso in the northern districts of Saskatchowo.n 
was modified by a doclino of 3 per cont in tho southern sections resulting in a gain of 
7 por cent for the province as a whole. Sales in the northern part of Alberta were up 
U per coat whilo salos in the southern sections a-ioragod 7 per cent lower than in April 
last year. 

The 6 per cent incroaso shown in the Dominion results for the March-April 
comparison was slightly loss than tho usual seasonal movomont for this period according 
to the experience of the past four years f or which figures are available, The April 
index, adjusted for diffoi'oncos in number or business days and for normal soasonal var-
iations declined from 108.4 in March to 1062 in April 
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April, 1940 	 Jpri1. 1940 
April, 1939 	 April ,  1939  

Number of Number 	 Number of Numbor 
Region 	stores 	reporting Per cent Region 	stores 	reporting [ Par cent 

roporting an incroasochang 	orting an increase chango 

Maritime 
Provinces: 84 57 

Quebec : 
South ,,., 50 35 

North ,... 45 31 

TOTAL ,.., 95 66 

Ontario: 
East 47 39 

North ..,. 36 22 

Wost .,.. 53 32 

TOTAL .... 136 93 

Manitoba: 53 31 

• Saskatchowan 
+ 8.8 North ...,., 62 41 + 13.4 

South 	•...., 52 26 - 3 9 4 
+ 6,4 

TOTAL ...... 114 67 + 7.2 
+ 10.2 1 

• A1bcrta 
+ 9.0 j1 	North 	...... 56 41 + 11.0 

• South ,,,.,, 82 33 - 6.5 
+13.3 H 

138 74 + 0,2 
+5.51 

1 1 	TOTAL 	...,, 

British 
+ 10.7 I 	Columbia: 56 28 + 3 00 

+10.3 
• j CANADA: 676 416 + 6,8 
+ 11 
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ijcixes of country gnora1 Btore sales are now available for Ontario and 
.r;inces since January, 1936. Indexes for the Maritime Provinces, Quebec 

and British Columbia commenced in March, 1936. The indexes previou3ly published were 
based on calendar nonth totals, no allowances being made for differences in the number of 
business days in various months or for normal seasonal movements. 

Adjustments to allow for those factors have recently been made and in this 
report there will be found tables giving the complete series of indexes since the begin-
ning of 1936.  Two series of indexes are shoin. The first is based on monthly sales fig-
ures while the second is adjustod to allow bath for difforoncos in number of busine 
days and also for normal soa8onal variations. 

In adjusting for differences in the number of business days in different 
months allowance was mado not only f or variations in the actual numbor of days but also 
for difforoncos in the sales importance of different days of the wook. According to in-
formation rocoivod from a sample number of country general stores, approximately 27 per 
cant of the weekly business is transactod on Saturday. The proportion for Wednesday is 
lowost at 13 per cont. The proportions for the soveral days of the wook are shown bo1oi: 

Percentage of Vio k'vBusinssNormallyTransactod by Country Gonoral Stores 
onVariouo Dysof the 'Took 

Day 	Per cent of business 

Monday 15.2 
Tuosday 13.8 
Viodnosday 13.1 
Thursday 15.4 
Friday l58 
Saturday 26.7 

lOo.O 

On the basis of those percentages, weights wore assigned to the sovoral 
days of -the week and the sum of thoo woihta for a calendar month was taken to roprosont 
the number of businoss days in that month 

Adjustments for seasonal variations are provisional until records for a 
longer period of time become available. Average results for the Dominion as a wholo 
indicate that country gonoral store sales rro lowest in January when the volume of bus-
iflO8S transactod is 22 per cont below an average month. Fobruary and March sales are 
only slightly higher. An upward movomont commenced in April is coninuod in May whon 
ealos are normally 4 per cant above an average month. Sales are maintained at the May 
level throughout the summer months until September when anothor oxpansion takes place, 
which, except for an easing off in November is continuod till the oi-id of the year. 
Approximately 38 per cent of the annual business of country general stores is transactod 
in the last four months of the year. 

The seasonal pattern for country general storos differs coneidorably for 
difforcnt rogions of the country, the ccncontraticn of business in the latter part of 
the year being greater in the Prairie Provinces than in other sections. Sales in the 
last four months of the year form 40 per cent of the annual business in Manitoba, 43 per 
cent in Saskatchowan and 41 per cent in Alberta. This greater concentration of business 
in tholattor months of the year is naturally accompanied by lower sales in the earlior 
months. 
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(Average .ionthly Sa2es for 1936 	iooT 

A. Unadjusted indexes, B. Seasonally adjusted indexes 

January .....; 
February 
March  
April 
via.y . ...... 
June 
July .,.,....p 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December It 

January S..... 

February .... 
March ,....... 

May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
Annual Average 

ADA 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September ••• 
October 
November •.,., 
December 
Annual Average 

75; 7 
74.3 
80.0 
90.7 

105.5 
1019 
103.5 
110.2 
115.2 
122.0 
102.0 
119 1 0 

80 7 

77.5 
90.6 
98.8 

114.4 
110.7 

117.7 
113.5 
1210 
128,2 
11102 
126 9 
107.6 

81 .6 
80.4 
91.1 

104.2 
111,9 
112.5 
11208 
112.6 
115 8 
117.9 
104.2 
120 8 
105.9  

96.7 

99 . 0 
984 
98.4 
98.0 

102 ,2 
1029 
101.1 
1026 
102.9 

1042 

105.4 
107.6 
107.0 
107.1 

107,3 
108 2 
108.6 

107.5 
110.0 
108.3 
111.5 

108,3 
109.4 
108 
109 

0
9 

10800 

10703 
10405 
102.1 

101 9 
10012 

(1) 
(1) 
83.9 
91,3 
109.8 
101.6 
102 .3 
103,5 

93 ('3 
112 5 
106,5 
119.0 

89 4 
8]. .9 
92 5 

100 2 

1233 
109 8 
119,6 

107.2 
103,7 
118.]. 
111.1 
126.9 
107,4 

89.8 
87.1 
90.6 
98 5 

123 7 
10400 
103.3 
102.4 
98.6 

101.9 
97 ;4 

1.15.9 
10111  

(1) 
(1) 

100.2 

99.7 
91.0 

100.0 
97.8 

101.8 

99.7 
102.0 
106 1 
102,0 

103 6 
102.3 
107,3 
108,5 
1026 
108,5 
iii;i 
108,7 

109.7 
110.8 
107 2 
11006 

106,9 
108.8 
1050 

103.8 
106.2 
102,4 
99.2 

100.7 
98.8 
96.0 
94 4 

95.3 

(1) 
(i) 
82,8 
88.5 

110.0 
112.1 
113.0 
109.0 
3.04,1 
108.9 
100.9 
112.6 

79.2 
78,9 
97.5 

100.0 
126 9 6 
128.8 
136.7 

124.7 
116.4 

125.9 
112.9 
130,7 

113.1 

83.7 
82.3 

104,8 
110.5 
130.9 
132.5 
131.1 
119.1 

107.3 
116.1 

105. 4  
122 3 
112.2  

0.) 
(1) 

95.5 
97.7 
94.4 
99.6 
96.6 

99.3 
104,6 
996 

102.5 
101.8 

106.4 
110 1 
109.2 
109 5 
109.1 
114.9 
113.5 

117.0 
116,4 
119.2 
111.2 
120.0 

115.6 
114,9 

117.4 
117.8 
116 • 3 
117.7 
112.6 
108.4 
106.4 
110,4 
1041 

105 • 9 

75.0 
77,1 
82.6 

97.3 
112.6 

105.0 
109.6 
109.4 
104.8 
109,6 

99.5 
117.5 

81.2 
83.0 

93 ;O 
101.6 

122,7 
112.1 

127.1 
113.9 
113.7 
117.6 
103.3 
12607 
108.0 

80.0 
81.4. 
9406 

105.5 
115.7 
110 • 6 
120.0 

109.3 
105.2 
1011 
97,8 

115. 8  
103.1  

94.6 
93.6 

97.5 
102,8 

97.5 
100.4 
96.3 
98.3 
101,4 
101,2 

105.2 
102 .5 

103; 5 
107,5 
106 • 6 
106,5 
106.7 

107.6 
108; 4 
110,0 
109,4 
112.5 
105.8 
112.2 

104.9 

105.4 
108.4 

107.7 
1034 
105.7 
105.8 
102.4 
100.6 

97.0 
100.6 
96.8 

1021 
99.7 
988 

9909 
10260 

99 ;,3 
101.6 

1114 
io8 8 
100 00 

/ 
a 

76 6 
835 
87 
117.4 
100,0 
970 71 0I 

102,3 
107 9 
100;5 
1030 4  

961 

95 ; 7 
96 , 3. 
96,3 
97; .7 
97,6 

94.3 
ioo.6 

105 : 

998 

77,6 
76.6 

95,8 
93 ;3 

128,7 
120.6 

127.0 
113.7 
117.4 
120,2 
104.8  

107 6 
106 9 
106,3 

103.3 
111.0 
106 3 
109.5 
103.5 
113.4. 
117.9 
103,3. 

76 0 
74.3 
84.1 
88.9 

114.9 
104,7 
110.5 
106 .1 
114.1 

105.0 
99.4  

100 10 
96; 3 
95.5 
91 , 3 

99.9 
99.3 
97.8 
99,3 
106.1 
104.0 
101.8 

10,2 124.0 105.5 127.9 114.b 	120.0 103.9 
98.5 108,6 99.8 

110; 91 1o6;4 88 0 5 118,9 	84.3 107,6 
1082 92.1 110,9 33.2 111.9 	83,7 104,5 
103.6 927 107,0 1 	99,6 111.0 	91.5 104,5 
106, 9ç7 io41oo8 Ui .2 	2.8 

(1) Indexes for these months are not available. Indexes for this region based on the 
twelve month period ending February, 1937, 	(2) Subject to revision. 
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76 5 
February 
	

73.3 
March ....,.. 

	
83.9 

April 
	

91.2 
may 	 108.9 
June 
	

103.7 
July 
	

106.4 
August 
	

110.3 
September 
	

129.8 
October .,... 	122.4 
November ..... 	102.6 
December 
	

126 1 
Annual Average 

	
102.9 



-4- 

INDEX.S CF CCUNY GENRJ.L STORE SALES 
(average Lionthly Sales for 1936 . iooT 

Unadjusted indexes. Be Seasonally adjusted inde;es. 

and 	iani tQb 	I Sas katchewan i1 
Lonth 
	

A 

British 
Cohjmbia 

B 

_1_.3 .  
January 
February 
barch 
.pril 
May 
June ,....... 
July 
August ....,. 
September 
October 
November 
December 	oo 

!9,1'L 
January 
February 
}.iarch 
April 
ay 
June ....,.•.• 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
Annual Average 

January .e..'. 

February 
4arch 
April 
May 
June •..•.••• 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November ..... 
December 
Annual Average 

1919  
January 
February 
March .......' 
April ....... 
May ...*•s•••• 

June .....,..i 
July 
August 
September 
October ,..... 
November ..... 
December ..... 
Annual Average 

690 
67.3 
73 9 
81.2 
947 
96.5 

104.3 
124.8 
134. 4  
133.9 
98.3 

121 7 

74.5 
63.6 
86.0 
89.3 

101.1 
103.1 
114 • 8 
124.3 
145. 8  
140.3 
119.2 
137.9 
108 • 7 

77.6 
77.6 
90 el 

104.2 
103.1 
113.3 
115. 4  
124 3 
131.7 
117.7 
110.0 
128.8 
107.8 

70.2 
68.5 
83.3 
93.1 
98,8 

101.2 
108 .'i 
116.7 
151 , 9 
124.4 
103.6 
133.2 
104.5  

96.8 
94.2 
95. 1  
926 
98 8 
97.9 
99.8 

104.8 
104.8 
106.5 
97.9 

101.0 

io.8 
10204 
107.4 
10100 
105.9 
104 9 
1016 
107.6 
113.1 
115.5 
115.1 
1162 

113,2 
115. 8  
1126 
1149 
111.3 
114.9 
110.8 
104,4 
1014 
97.2 

106 . 6 
102 .4 

102.8 
102,2 
103. 2  
106 .6 
103. 4  
101.8 
1049 
98.0 

113.8 
106,1 
100.0 
109,6 

62.1 
62.4 
70.1 
84 . 8 
971 
90.5 
88.0 

112.8 
148.4 
157.2 
105.3 
121,3 

65.7 
64 6 
79.9 
92.6 

100,2 
950 2  
94.6 
97.3 

120.9 
142 .3 
114.7 
111.8 
98.3 

63.9 
67.3 
73.8 
95.4 
90.4 
99.7 
96 1 

io6.5 
130,2 
134.5 
112• 1 
114.0 
98.7 

62.6 
60.4 
70,0 
83.4 
86.) 3 
8.5 
87.4 

107,1 
166,0 
158 7 
102 .7 
120 8 
99,2  

92.4. 
89.9 
964 
93 5 

102 4 
95.7 
94,4 

1O4.' 
110.8 
105.2 
95'.? 

104,1 

98.8 
99.1 

106 6 
101,3 
106 • 1 
10111 
98,6 
93.0 
89.8 
98.6 

101 1 
97.4 

98.8 
1033 
98.5 

101 • 6 
98.7 

105. 4  
103.6 
98.8 
96.0 
93,5 
99.1 
93.7 

97.2 
92,7 
92.6 
92.4 
914 
88.6 
94,6 
99,3 

119.1 
113,8 
90.4 

102.8 

72.1 
69,9 
78.8 
92.1 
98 , 7 
95,7 
96.8 

108.8 
122.2 
132.6 
103.5 
128.8 

75.2 
70.6 
86.8 
99.0 
98.9 
98.7 

100.1 
111.6 
129.5 
132.6 
117. 0  
132.9 
104.4 

76.3 
72.6 
84.7 

105.3 
9514 

102.6 
99.2 

113. 6  
130.1 
10.0 
110.3 
130.5 
105. 0  

71.3 
66,4 
78.6 
95,6 
93.9 
95.6 
95.5 

114.3 
144.2 
135,4 
106 3 
138.6 
103.0 

97.0 
96,6 

100.1 
96.4 

105. 2  
101.2 
101.6 
100.0 
99.8 
98.9 
98.3 

102.6 

102.4 
104.0 
107,0 
102.7 
105.8 
104.7 
102.1 
105.7 
105.2 
102,4 
107.8 
107.6 

106.8 
106.8 
104 .4 
106.4 
105.3 
108.4 
104.6 
104.3 
104.9 
108.5 
102.0 

99.7 

100.3 
97.8 
96.1 

100.4 
100.5 
100 2 
101.1 
105. 0  
113 • 1 
108.3 
97.9 

109.6 

10 
(1) 

86 4 
96.9 

104.5 
104.3 
104 8 
110.3 
io6.o 
107.9 
98,4 

117,6 

84.2 
78.7 
94.0 

105. 0  
112.7 
119.5 
120.5 
115 , 4 
117.4 
117.5 
105.5 
125. 0  
107.9 

84.7 
82.5 
93 1.7 
106.4 
114.2 
119.0 
112.4 
113.3 
111.4 
1 13.3 
97.4 

12306 
io6.o 

8o .3 
79. 1  
89.8 

10110 
109.7 
116.7 
108.4 
iio.8 
114,1 
106.2 
93.5 

118.9 
102.4  

(1) 
(1) 

102.0 
99.3 
97,5 
93.5 
97.3 

102.3 
100.7 
98.8 

105.1 
102.6 

104.8 
103, 2  
107.8 
106.7 
105.6 
107.6 
108.7 
110,4 
111.0 
111.3 
109.2 
110.8 

108.3 
108.2 
107.6 
105.3 
110.3 
106 7 
104.8 
105.1 
104.5 
107.7 
101,2 
103.4 

103. 1  
103.7 
102.0 
103.9 
102.7 
103 • 7 
101.5 
102.8 
104.2 
104.2 
96.8 

102.9 

1940 
January •.,., 	77.7 	1103 
February ....c 	76.9 	110.7 d 
iiarch(2) ... 	395 	1113 I! 
A ri 1 
IT Indexes for these months are not 

twelve month period ending February, 

69';5 106 8o,1 I 	109.1 84.3 105.6 
67.7 100.1 77.2 109.6 33.]. 105.0 
002 io6.6 83.3 109.0 10 95,2 io36 
00.8 1 	98,0 
available. Indexes for this region based on the 
1937. (2) Subject to revision. 
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