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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES
January, 1944

Cruntry general store sales averaged 9 per cent higher in January this
year than last according to reports received from 570 of thest¢ general merchandise
stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas. All regicns of the country
except the northern and western parts of Ontaric reported gains ranging fror 5 per
cent for the southern section of Quebec to 19 per cent for the southern part of
Saskatchewan. Slight declines in the northern and western parts of Ontario were
offset by an increase in the eastern section resulting in a gain of 3 per cent for
the province as a whole. Sales in Manitoba increased by 6 per cent; Quebec, 8 per
cent. British Columbia, 9 per cent; Alterta, 11 per cent; the Maritime Provinces,
1Z per cent and Saskatchewan, 17 per cent,

Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the busi-
ness days of January this year and last and also for normal seasonal movements,
sales in January were up by 13 per cent over January a year apgo and increased by
1 per cent over December last year, There was the same number of business days in
January this year as last but only four Saturdays as against- five a year ago.
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B. Index adjusted for number of business days and seasonal variaticns
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