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MONU.Y flDE)S OF COUNY GbERAL STORE SA1S 

OCTOBER. 1944 

Country general story u1cs realized in October of this year advanced 6 per 
cent over the doilsi volume of business trunsactod in October, 1943, according to 
statements received from 782 of these general merchandise stores situated in the 
smaller towns and rural areas of Canada. Gains ranging from 1 to 15 per cent were 
reported by all regions of the country except the eastern and western areas of Ontario. 
5iles declined by 3 per coat in eastern Ontario while western Ontario business remained 
On a par with Octobcr,. 1943. Increases registered by the provinces pre as follows: 
Maritime Provinces, 7 per cent; quebec, 6 per cent; Manitoba, 4 per con; Saskatchewan, 
13 per cent; Alberta, 5 per cent; British Columbia, 14 per cent. Ontario sales decreased 
by 1 per cent. The general unadjusted index of soles on the base, 1935-1939 = 100, 
stands at 174.6 for October, 1944, compared with 171.5 for September, 1944, and 163.5 
for October, 1943. Aggregate figures for the first ten months of 1944 stand 10 per cent 
higher than for the same period of 1943. 

Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the business 
days of October this year and last and for normal seasonal movements, sales in October 
this year were up by 10 per cent over October a year ago and increased by 5 per cent 
over September of this year. There was the swrie number of business days in October this 
year and last, but October, 043 had 5 Saturdays compared with 4 Saturdays in October, 
1944. 

Percentage Chun'e in Country onerui Store Sales by Regions 
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Chane reporting ing Change 
nczease  increase  

Maritime Saskatchewan: 
Provinces: - 	 130 85 + 7,1 Noith 60 47 +15.2 

South 63 43 +10.5 
Quebec. TOTL Cj) +10 8 
South 	..., 50 29 + 3.0 
North 53 38 + 91 UbeI.ta: 
TOTAL •.... logr 67 + 6.0 47 27 + 3.4 

3outh ....... 73 51 + 5.9 
Othio: 120 76 + 5.1 
East 74 34 - 3.0 
North 	.... 43 20 + 1.4 

North ....... 

British 
68 28 - 0.2 

TOTAL ........

Columbia: GO '16 +13.7 ;Iest ...... 
185 82 - 0.9 TOTAL ......

Manitoba: 55 28 + 4.3 CANADA ...... 78L 479 + 6,1 



INDEXES OF C0UNY GENERAL STOPE SAlES -- (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Index adjusted for number of business days and seasonal variations. 

	

I 	 Saskat- 	British 
Year and Month 	CANADA 	Maritimes 	uebec 	Ontario 	anitoba chewan 	Uberta Columbia 

- 	A LBIA1 	A 	- A 	A 	A 	A 	A 

October, 1936 119.6 100.5 112.6 103.4 108.3 131.0 159.3 130.1 106.2 

October, 1937 124.6 1e.7 116.2 119.6 116.2 137.3 144.8 130.1 115.6 

October, 1938 114.6 99.3 102.0 110.3 99.8 115.2 136.8 137.5 111.5 

October, 1933 119.2 106.7 100.6 114.2 103.8 121.7 161.4 132.9 104.5 

October, 1940 122.2 107.0 114.7 124.7 110.6 116.3 140.9 137.3 107.0 

October, 1941  132.0 117.9 124.8 144.8 120.4 133.5 137.8 133.7 123.3 

October, 	1942 	..... 155.0 133.4 144.4 160.3 130.8 163.1 181.3 171.5 135.3 

October, 1943 163.5 146.1 161.0 175.7 137.1 170.5 178.2 180.8 143.1 

October 	1944 174.6 161.2 172.4 188.2 136.0 177.6 202.3 163.8 162.7 

1943 
156.1 150.8 166.3 160.6 142.2 177.4 167.2 153.3 126.3 Noverber 	.......... 

Deceiber 	......... 184.5 139.0 2028 184.2 163.9 201.4 183.4 203.5 166.7 

1944 

.. 

38nuary 	........... 119.5 160.5 141.3 119.2 116.4 104.7 111.0 122.5 114.4 
123.9 162.1 148.4 124.7 121.2 118.2 111.7 121.4 117.6 
139.1 163.1 155.4 154.5 134.3 131.9 122.0 127.1 135.5 March 	............. 
156.1 176.0 16510 167.3 142.2 156.8 151.1 166.4 136.9 

May 	............... 177.7 164.1 206.4 206.4 167.7 168.0 156.3 152.3 157.0 

February 	.......... 

April 	............. 

169.1 163.4 173.4 199.4 146.7 156.0 1.E3.5 L'. 1E 17.3 
170.5 153.9 196.7 196.6 161.0 164.7 157.1 162.9 151.2 

June 	.............. 

174.4 161.0 182.4 185.7 156.0 164.3 177.7 182.1 165.6 
Nly 	.............. 
AuCust 	............ 

171.5 154.0 172.9 161.5 154.3 185.0 194.2 188.4 163.0 September 	......... 
October 	........... 174.6 161.2 172.4 188.2 136.0 177.8 202.3 189.6 162.7 
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Tan.-Oct., 1944 . 	+ 3.8 	- 	+12.8 	+ 6.3 	+ 5.2 	+ 5.4 	+14.3 I +11.0 	+13.2 
Itn.-Dct., 1943 . 	 I 	I 

The monthly indexes of country i:er.erul store sale3 from 3unuzry, 1342 onvard save recently been revised to include 
reports from an increased number of firms. Indexes appearing in the reports for Iuly, 1944 and all subsequent 
nionths are based on the larger sample of reporting firms. 


