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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES
NOVikBER, 1944

Sales transacted by country general stores during November, 1944, were valued
7 per cent higher than the volume of business realized in November of last yesr,
according to statements received from 771 of these general merchandise stores situ-
ated in the smaller towns and rural aress of Canada. Eastern Ontario suffered a de-
cline of 3 per cent in sales, while all other regions of the country recorded in-
creases, gains ranging from 3 to 15 per cent. The general uncdjusted index of sales
on the base, 1935-1339=100, stands at 166.1 for November, 1944; 174.0 for October,
1944; and 156.1 for November, 1343.

The increase recorded in country generzl store sales reflects a greater pur-
chasing power resultant from grain and livestock movements. Deliveries of grain to
elevators were over 100 per cent higher in Octcber of this year than last, while
November deliveries were 9 per cent in excess of the number of bushels of grain re-
ceived by elevators in November, 1943. Cattle, calves and sheep marketings were
nlso higher than the November, 1943, level of trading.

The adjusted index of sales in which allowance is made for differences in
the numbers of business days in different months and also for normal seasonal move-
ments stands at 160.4 for November, 1944, on a par with the seasonully adjusted in-
dex of 160.6 for October, 1944. There were 26 business days and 4 Saturdays in
both November of this year and last.
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INDEXES OF CCUNTRY GINZRAL STORE SALES -- {Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

A, Unadjusted. B. Index adjusted for number of business days and seasonal variations.
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The monthly indexes of country general store sales from Januzry, 1942 onward have recently been revised to include

reports from an increased number of firms.
monrths are based on the larger sample of reporting firms.

Indexes appearing in the reports for July, 1944 and all subsejuent
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