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MONTHLY ]IDEOS OF COUNTRY (iER2L STORE SALES 
DECEL.L3ER, 1944 

Reports submitted by 756 country general stores situated in the smaller 
towns and rural areas of Canada, indicHted an overall increase of 7 per cent in 
sales for December, 1944 over December, 1943. All regions of the country reported 
increasod sales in December, 1944 over the corresponding month of the precading 
year and, while the range of the gains was within the relatively narrow limits of 1 
to 11 per cent, there was evidence of greater expansion in the western provinces 
than elsewhere. The unadjusted index of sales for Canada (on the base, 1935 to 1339 
= 100) stood at 196.7 for December, 1944, 165.9 for November, 1944 and 184.5 for De-
cember, 1945. 

After allowances for differences in nunber of business days and for nor-
mal seasonal variations, the index of country general store sales for Canada stood 
at 163.4 for December, 1944, slightly above the seasonally adjusted index of 160.2 
recorded for November, 1944. There were 25 business days in Decemaber, 1344 as com-
pared with 26 days in December, 1943, 

Percentage Change in Country General Store 3als by Regions 

December, 1344 
Deeemberj)43 

DeLiber,_I44 
Deceiiber, 	1343 

Number Numbur  
Region Number of report- Per Region Number of 

e1or- 
Per 

stores ing an Cent stores Ing an Cent 
reporting increase Change reporting increase Change 

:aritime }1anitoba 54 - 	3 -+ 6.4 
Provinces: 125 86 + 73 

Saskatchewan 

uebec: North 	... 56 3E + 9.8 
3oUth 	.... 50 29 + 4.8 South 	. 60 45 + 9.0 

North 	.... 58 43 + 5,6 TOTAL 	...., 116 	. 83 + 9.4 
TOTAL ..... 108 72 + 52 

Alberta: 

Ontario: Noith 47 26 + 3.3 
East 	..... 74 4% + 	i. 	o South 	. .. 	, 69 50 + 8.9 
North 	.... 482 29 4 	4 TOTAL 16 76 + 7.2 

62 48 + 4.0 
TOTAL 	... 184 119 + 35 BritiSh 

Coluiribia: 53 44 +10.9 

CANADA 756 516 1 	+ 	6..7 

y 



( " Ot 	/ 	INDES OF COUNTRY =TRAL 3TORE 3ALES--(Averae for 1935-1939 = 100) 
IP- 

A. Unadjusted. B. Index adjusted for number of business days and seasonal variations. 

--- 

Year 57"'onth -- 
' 

CANADA Maritimes quebec Ontario kanitoba 
Sskut- 
chewan Albeita 

British 
Columbia 

tA - B A A A A A A. A 
December\-1936 100.7 119.1 106.9 116.1 119.1 123.4 126.4 115.7 
Decernber,37 	. j4.6 109.2 127.0 124.1 125.2 134.9 113.7 130.4 123.0 
December, 112.3 97.7 116.0 116.1 114.4 126.0 116.0 126.1 121.7 
December, 	9 .... 123.5 105.6 124.1 121.5 116.6 130.3 122.9 136.0 117.0 
December, 1940 .... 126.3 113.3 130.3 132.2 123.2 137.4 116.6 136.2 121.9 
December, 1941 	.... 147.4 123.4 146.5 160.5 140.4 158.8 128.6 160.5 154.0 
December, 1942 	.... 166.3 13.4 172.5 l0.8 153.2 187.9 160.7 122.2 147.3 
December, 1943 	.... 164.5 157.0 202.8 164.2 165.9 201.4 165.4 203.5 166.7 
December, 1944 	..., 190.7 163.4 217.6 194.0 169.8 214.5 200.8 17.3 124.9 

1944 
119.3 160.5 141.3 11J.2 116.4 104.7 111.0 122.5 114.4 
125.9 162.1 146.4 124.7 121.2 116.2 111.7 121.4 117.6 
139.1 163.1 155.4 154.5 134.3 151.9 . 122.0 127.1 135.5 

April 	........... lsG.1 176.0 165.0 167.3 142.2 108.6 151.1 166.4 136.9 
May 	.............. 177.7 164.1 206.4 206.4 167.7 168.0 156.3 152.5 157.0 

3anuzry 	........... 
February .......... 

June 	............. 169.1 163.4 173.4 199.4 146.? 156.0 163.5 161.1 167.3 

March 	............. 
.. 

170.5 150.9 176.7 136.6 161.0 164.7 157.1 162.9 151.2 
174.4 161.0 182.4 105.7 156.8 164.3 177.7 182.1 165.6 

3eptember ...... 171.5 154.0 172.9 161.5 154.3 165.0 194.2 188.4 163.0 
August ........... 

174.0 160.6 174.4 18.2 136.3 174.3 202.1 190.0 160.8 

July 	............. 

165.9 160.2 172.8 167.5 144.2 181.5 122.4 177.1 144.0 	00  00 

October ..........
November ......... 

196.7 163.4 217.6 194.0 169.8 214.3 200.8 217.3 1240 

Change, 

December .........

Jan.-Dec., 1944 . + 9.1 - +11.5 + 8,1 + 4.7 + 5.0 +13.3 +10.9 
Jan.-Dec. , 1943  

.i. i 	Juviz 	k Y .k LL 	 J. '.. 	l J. J 	 ' 	 ' 	J P 	 - - - 

reports from an increased number of firms. Indexes appearing in the reports for July, 1944 and all subsequent 
months are based on the larger sample of reporting firma. 
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