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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES
DECEL VLR, 1944

Reports submitted by 706 country feneral stores situated in the smaller
towns and rural areas of Cunada, indieated an overall increase of 7 per cent in
sales for December, 1344 over December, 1943. All regions of the country reported
incressed sales in December, 1944 over tihe corresponding month of the preccding
year and, while the range of tlhe guins was within the relatively narrow limits of 1
to 11 per cent, tiere was cvidence of greater expansion in the western provinces
thian elsewhere. The unadjusted index of sales for Cunada (on the base, 1935 to 1939
= 100) stood at 196.7 for Necember, 1944, 165.9 for November, 1944 and 184.5 for De=-
cember, 1435,

After allowances for differences in number of business days and for nor-
mal seasonal variations, the index of country general store sales for Canada stood
at 163.4 for December, 1944, sliglitly above the geasonully adjusted index of 160.2
recorded for Movember, 1944. There were 25 business days in Decerber, 13944 as con-
pared with 20 days in December, 1943.

Percentage Change in Country General Store 3ales by Regions
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The monthly indexes of country general store sazles from January, 1342 onward have recently been revised to include -

reports from an increased number of firms. Indexes appearing in the reports for July, 1944 and all subsequent
months are based on the larger sample of reporting firms.



