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MONTHLY INDEXES OF CCUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES
MAY, 1944

Sales in country general stores averaged 9 per cent higher in May, 1944 than
for the same month last year according to reports received from 566 general merchandise
stores located in the smhller towns and rural areas of Canada. Gains were reported in
all regions of the country ranging from 2 per cent in Manitoba to 14 per cent in the
Maritimes. Sales in (juebec increased by 4 per cent; Ontario, 5 per cent; Saskatchewan
and Alberta, 12 per cent and 9 per cent in British Columbia.

Msking allowances for the difference in number and sales importance of the
business days of May this year and last, also for normal seasonal movementa, sales in
May were 9 per cent over May sales a year ago, and increased by 10 per cent over April
of this year. There was one more business day in May, 1944 than in the same month
last year, although there were only four Saturdays in May of the current year compared
with five in May, 1943.

Percentage Change in Country General 3tore Sales by Regions
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A. Unadjusted.

INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES -- (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

B. Index adjusted for number of business days and seasonal variations.
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Indexes for April and May, 1944 are subject to revision.



