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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GERAL STE SAlES 

1DLY, 1944 

July dollar sales realized by country general stores increased 4 per cent 
over the volume of business transacted in July, 1943, according to data received from 
731 of these general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas 
of Canada. The 4 per cent gain is smaller than the monthly increases recorded for 
the first half of the year, when increases ranged from 9 to 12 per cent. Manitoba 
experienced a minor decline of 1 per cent, while the other regions of the country re-
ported the following increases in sales over 1943: Maritime Provinces, 5 per cent; 
uebec, 6 per cent; Ontario, 2 per cent; Saskatchewan, 3 per cent; Alberta, 4 per 
cent; British Columbia, 11 per cent0 The general unadjusted index of sales, on the 
base, 1935-1939=100, stands at 170.5 for July, 1944; 1C9.1 for June, 144 and 164.0 for 
July, 1943. Cumulative sales for the .Tanuary-July period advanced 9 per cent aoove 
the volume of business transacted in that period lust year. 

The adjusted index of sales in which allowance is made for differences in 
the numbers of business duy -  in different months and also for normal seasonal move-
ments stood at 161.3 for July, 1944, down slightly from those for the immediately 
Dreceding months which stood at 162.2 for June and 164.1 for May. There were 25 
business days including four Saturdays in July, 1944 while there were 26 business 
days with five Saturdays in July last year, 

Percentage Change in Country Seneral Store Sales by Regions 

July, 1944 
July, 1943 

July, 1944 
  July, 1943 

Nuiber Number 
Region Number of report- Per Number of report- per 

stores ing an Cent Region stores ing an Cet 
reporting increase  Change reporting increase Change 

Maritime - Saskatchewan: 
Provinces: 122 81 + 5.0 North 56 34 + 304 

53 30 + 2.3 
quebec: TOTAL 09 64 + 208 
South .., 42 28 + 5,2 

South ........ 

North 53 36 + 6.1 Alberta: 
TOTAL •... 95 64 + 5.7 North 47 33 + 1,7 

South 	.,... 72 47 + 4.5 
Ontario: TOTAL ........ 119 60 + 306 
East 	•... 65 36 + 1,7 
North • 42 22 + 1,7 British 
West 	.... 68 36 + 1.2 Columbia: 55 42 +10.9 

TOTAL ..... 175 94 + 1.5 
Manitoba: 56 

. 

34 - 1.4_—  CANADA ....... 731 459 + 3,8 



: 	C? COUTRY I2RAL :TCi 1LE3 	(Ar.ii. for  
A. Unadjusted0 B. Index adjusted for number of business days and seasonal variations0 

Year and Month CANADA Maritimes (uebec Ontario Manitoba 
askat- 

chewan Alberta 
British 
Columbia 

A A B A A A A A A 

Ju1y, 	1936 	....... 102.0 95,7 102.4 1073 1083 102.1 89,5 95.0 103.1 
July, 	1937 	,,,..... 116.6 105,7 11917 129.8 125.6 11213 96.2 98.2 118,6 
July, 	1938 	......... 11101 104,4 103.4 124.5 118.5 112,9 97 1 8 97,4 110.6 
July, 	1939 	............ 104.9 99,0 97.8 1206 109.2 106-4 88.9 93..7 106,7 
July, 1940 . 111,2 104.7 103,5 1292 119.3 105 9 91,8 101,0 107,6 
July, 	1941 	........ 	. 125.9 118.6 1201 149.0 1315 123.3 1031 114.4 116,7 
July, 	1942 	.......... 141.2 132.0 133.6 169.1 143.9 139,1 119..7 1304 125.1 
July, 1943 164,0 154,6 165.9 186.9 158.3 166,9 1521 157,4 136, 
JUly, 1944 170,5 161.3 174.2 197,7 160,.? 164.6 156..7 162.8 153,&.,, , 
1943 

August 	,.......,. 157.2 150.0 159,7 173.9 148.2 153.7 154.4 154.2 140,8 	tO 
September 149.5 135,5 152,6 149.0 141.8 155.2 157,6 156,9 134.8 
October 	,,.,..,.,, 163.5 142,9 161,0 175.7 137.1 170.5 17e,2 180.8 143.1 
November 	.......... 156,1 150,9 166,3 160,6 142,2 177.4 167.2 153.3 126.3 
December 	..,..,,,., 184,5 161,3 202,8 184.2 163,9 201,4 183.4 203.5 166,7 

1944 = 
January 	...,...., 119.5 162.2 141,3 119,2 116.4 104.7 11110 122,5 114.4 
February 123,9 165.3 14604 124.7 121.2 118,2 111,7 121.4 117.6 	- 
March 	,.. 139.1 16307 155.4 154.5 1343 131.9 122.0 127.1 135,5 	:t 
April 	...... 156.1 176.7 165.0 167,3 142.2 158.8 15101 166.4 136.9 
May 	............. 177.7 164.1 206,4 206,4 167.7 168.0 156.3 152.3 157,0 
June 	. ., 169,1 162.2 173.4 199.4 146.7 156.0 163.5 161,1 167.3 
July 	.,,........... 170.5 161,3 374..2 197.7 160.7 164.6 156.7 162.8 153.6 

% Change, 
Jan.-July, 1944 •. + 9.4 +13.2 + 9,? + 5,4 + 3.1 +12.7 + 9.4 +11.5 

Jan.-July, 1943 00 


