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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY c'ENRAL STORE SALES 

SEPTI,MRER, 1944 

September sales transacted by country general 3tOrO merchants were valued 
16 per ccnt higher than the dollar business realized in September, 1945, accordina to 
reports received from 765 of these general merchandise stores situated in the smaller 
towns and rural areas of Canada. The 16 per cent increase is greatorthan gains re-
corded in the earlier rnont]i comparisons, gains ranging froiri 4 per cent in July to 12 
per cent in February and March being recorded. The general unadjusted index of sales 
on the base 1935-1939 = 100, stands at 172.0 for September, 1344; 174.4 for August, 
1944; and 1495 for September, 1043. 

The innrl:ed increase In country general store sales in September compared 
with earlier months reflects increased purchasing power arising from active grain and 
livestock markets. The nuz,Lber of bushels of grain delivered to elevators was more 
than SO per cent greater in September of this year than lust. Cattle, calves and 
sheep market ins were also at high levels. These factors were practicularly effec-
tive in stinulating retail sales in the western provinces, gains ranging as high as 
30 per cent for the northern part of Saskatchewan being recorded. 

The adjusted index of sales in which allowance is made for differences in 
the numbers of business days in different months and also for normal seasonal move-
ments stands at 134.3 for 3epteiber, 1944, 4 per cent below the seasonally adjusted 
sales index of 161.0 for August, 1344. There were 25 business days and 4 Saturdays 
in September, 1945, while September this year had 25 business days and 5 Saturdays. 

Terccr.taCe ChanL;e in Country 7enero1 Store Sales by Regions 
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MarItime —  — •Jaskatchcwan:  
rovir1cus; 129 104 +137 63 60 +29.6 

uchcc 59 53 +19.9 
outh 47 34 + 	/.0 ....... 1)O 1 

North 	... 59 43 + 8.0 
TTAL 106 77 + 79 

Forth ....... 
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North. 47 40 +19.0 
Ontario: South 66 d9 +21.1 

ast 73 41 +1:.9 TOTAL ........ 113 99 
North 42 23 + 8.7 
est 67 47 + 6.1 Tritisil 

TOtmAL 182 117 + 	9.5 Columbia: 05 50 +20.1 

Manitoba 56 	1 52 +18.1 i.ADA 765 612 +07 



n:s 0' CCUTRY (LN';R.L 3TCRE 3..JT3 -- (vcrac for 1935-19.3) 	100) 
A. Tjnadjustcd. B. Index adjuated for number of bu3iness days and seasonal variations. 

Year and L':onth CLNAD - iiaritiines Quebec Ontario Manitoba 
3askat- 
chewan Alberta 

British 
Columbia 

A B A  A A A A A 
3eptei..ber, 1936 112.9 101.7 98.4 98,9 103.6 131.5 151.0 1199 104.3 
septcmber, 1937 117.2 106.1 103.6 110.5 112.4 142.7 1230 127-1 115.6 
Septenber, 	1938 . ,. 112.1 100.2 98.? 101.9 104.0 128.9 132,5 127.? 109.6 
September, 1939 126.1 109.0 108.0 111.5 11.7 148.6 168.9 141.5 112.3 
3eptcmber, 1940 . 111.0 103.6 102.4 104.0 10.8 120.0 130.2 121.1 101,1 
3eptember, 1941 . .124.1 115.9 117.0 125.9 120.9 131.3 128.9 129.6 116.5 
Jeptember, 	1942 	. ... 140.6 130.9 131.2 139.0 135.3 156.1 151.7 150.3 126.5 
JepterrLber, 	1945 	.... 149.5 139.1 152.6 149.0 141.8 155.2 157.6 156.9 134.8 

154.3 173.5 160.8 154.6 183.5 18.6 188.8 161.9 

1343 
163.3 146.1 161.0 17:3.7 1.57.1 170.5 172.5 180.6 143.1 

November 	............ 156.1 130.8 16G. 160.6 145.5 177.4 167.2 153.3 126.3 
December 	............ 1845 137.0 202.2 164.2 163.9 201.4 185.4 2 03.5 166.7 

1944 

October 	............. 

119.5 1GC. :l,i 119.2 116.4 104.9 111.0 122.5 114.4 
123.9 162.1 148.4 124.7 121.2 118.2 111.7 121.4 117.6 

3anuT.ry 	............. 

139.1 163.1 155.4 134.. 134.3 131.9 122.0 127.1 135.5 
cbruaiy 	. ........... 

156.1 176.0 163.5 167.3 14 156.6 151.1 166.4 136.9 
Lay 	.......... ....... 177.? 164.1 206.4 206.4 16'?.? 168.0 156.5 152.3 1:57.0 
June 	...............  163.4 173.4 199.4 146.7 156.0 163.5 161.1 167.5 

170.5 159.9 176.7 196.6 161.0 164.7 157.1 162.9 151.2 

L:arc 	............... 

3u1y 	................ 
174.4 161.0 1e2.4 185.7 156.6 164.5 177.7 182.1 165.6 

April 	............... 

172.0 154.3 173.3 160.8 154.6 1€3.'J 198.6 188.8 161.9 
ugust 	.............. 

Chan:e, 

September 	........... 

Jan.-Jej.t., 	1344 	... +10.2 - +15.6 + 	3.1 + 5.9 + 3.4 +14.6 +11.9 +13.1 
Tan.-3eI:t., 1343 

The monthly indexes of country Ceneral store sales from January, 1942 onward have reCently been revised to in1ude 
reports fro.,a an increased number of firma. Indexes appoarinç in the reports for July, 1944 and all subseQuent 
months are based on the larger sample of reporting firms. 


