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Country general store sales in Canada increased 11 per cent in October, 1945 com~
pared with October, 1944 and werc 9 per cent above September, 1945, according to re-
ports from 739 such stores located in smaller communities and rural areas.
of increase over October, 1944 is somewhat pgreater than the 6 per cent gain which
occurred during the first ten months of this year over last, a result attributable in

part to the occurrence of an extra business day in October of this year.

The margin

Unad justed

indexes (on the base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 192.6 for October, 1945,
173.2 for October, 1944 and 176.5 for September, 1945.

The increase in sales over October, 1944 was general throughout the country,

gains in most cases being within narrow limits of the Canadian average.

Quebec sales

were 8 per cent higher and the gain for Southern Saskatchewan amounted to only 6 per
cent, but elsewhere the over-all trend was maintained.

was the only regional increase appreciably higher than the Dominion average.

Ontario's 14 per cent pain

A sige-

nificant item in the Ontario results is the extent to which sales of stores in that
province's northern areas have increased with the current step-up in mining activity,

& gain of 17 per cent being recorded in October.

An snalysis of cumulative results

for the January-to-October period on a provincial basis shows increases ranging from
3 per cent in Manitoba to 10 per cent in British Columbia, with gains in other prov=-
inces within one or two percentage points of the average increase for Canada.

The index with adjustments for differences in number of business days and for
normal seasonal movements, advanced in October to 172.4 from the index of 165.2 for
September and compared with an index of 171.8 for August of this year.

Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions
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A. Unradjusted.

TNDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES--(Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

B. Index adjusted for number of business days and seasonal variations.
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