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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GEMERAL STORE SAIES
VARC, 1945

Country general store sales in Canada recorded a pronounced increase of 13
per cent in March, 1945 compared with larch a year ago and were 24 per cent greater
than in the preceding month of February. The increases were high for most sections
of the country and were influenced considerably by the unseasonable weather prevail-
ing in elmost all parts of the country during March. These results are bused on re=-
turns submitted by 764 country general stores across Canada. Unadjusted indexes (on
the base, 1535-1939 = 100) stood at 157.5 for March, 1945, 127.2 for February, 1945
and 139.1 for March, 1944,

Among, the regional results, those for Ontario appear most interesting.
While sales in the emstern sections of the province gained 11 per cent, sales in the
northern and western areas ranged 20 and 21 per cent respectively above sales in
farch, 1944, resulting in &n average gain of 17 per cent for Ontario as a whole.
Quebec sales were 8 per cent higher in March this year than last, with pains fairly
uniform in the northern and southern regions. The sales increases in the Maritime
Provinces and in each of the western provinces were within narrow limits of that for
the country as a whole.

The index, with adjustments for differences in number of business days and
for seasonal veriastions, continued an upward trend, moving from 171.8 in February to
178.9 in March.

Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions
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INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SAIES--(Average for 1935-1939 = 100)
A. Unadjusted. B. Index adiusted for numher of business days and seasonal variations.
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