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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES
APRIL, 1945

Country general store sales in Canada averaged 3 per cent higher in April
of this year compared with April a year ago according to reports submitted by approxi-
mately 750 stores dealing in a general line of merchandise and located in places of
less than 2,000 population. The 3 per cent increase in April compared with a much
higher increase of 13 per cent in March may be attributed in the main to two factors.
In the first instance, there were five Saturdays in March of this year and four in
March a year ago. In April the situation was reversed with four Saturdays this year
and five last. Secondly, the Baster trade was concentrated entirely in the month of
March this year whereas in 1944 a good deal of pre-Easter husiness was transacted in
April.

Results on a regional basis reveal increases in April of this year over
last of 6 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 9 per cent in Quebec, 5 per cent in
Ontario, 1 per cent in Manitoba, and 6 per cent in British Columbia. Declines of 6
and 4 per cent below April a year ago were reported for Saskatchewan and Alberta
respectively.

The index of sales, without adjustment for number of business days or for
normal seasonal movements, stands at 160.9 for April, at 157.9 for March, and at
156.1 for April, 1944. These indexes are based on the average fpr the period
1835 - 1939 as 100.

Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions
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A. Unadjusted.

INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALLS:--(Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

B. Index ad justed for number of business days and seasonal variations,
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Aptad, 1941 .......... 108.2  § 11%.0 103.6 ) AN 111.2 108.4 93.7 110.0 ¥0B. 2
daril, 1942 .....00004 Bea V.48 118.9 139.2 129.0 126.3 104 .8 121.8 113.9
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