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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES
VA, 1545

Country general store sales in Canada averaged 2 per cent higher in May of
this year compared with May a year ago. according to reports submitted oy approximate-
ly 750 storesdealing 'in e general line of merchandise and located in places of less
than 2,000 population. The margin of increase over May. 1544 1s somewhat smaller than
the 5 per cent gain recorded in the first five months of this year over last. The
V-E Day celebrations on May 7th and 8th were marked by the closing of many business
places, thus reducing the number of days on which business was transscted. This fac-
tor would have had some effect in reducing the volume of May sales.

May results on a regional basis reveal that sales maintained approximately
the same margin over laat year in Saskatchewan, Alberta.and British Columbia as that
prevailing in earlier months of the year. In the Maritime Provinces, the gain in
May sales amounted to only one per cent. while Manitoba, Quebec and Ontario results
indicated declines of from one to three per cent.

The unad justed indexss .of sales stood at 182 O for Mey, 1945, 160 1 for
April, 1945 and 180 2 for May, 1944  These indexes are based on the average monthly
sales from 1935 to 1939 taken as 100

Per~entage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions

May, 1945 May., 1946
May, 1944 A ALATY 2~ May. 1944
Region | Number of| Number Per e Number of repo:Z" Per
stores report- Cent stores ing an Cent
. ing an i
" reportlng inc;s'am Che.ngﬁ repor‘tlng increase Change
Maritime Manitoba; 50 24 )
Provinces 129 67 + 14
Saskatchewanx
Quebecs . North . ... B9 40 + 6.6
el Al e I8 bon S Sa il e | 87 . | el
orth ... A . TOTNE «ibs .. ’ 116 82 + 5.2
TOTAL f:- 0 107 43 1 P B B a ¢
Ontariog _ North - o - - 49 35 +10.6
mat PRSI 66 20 3 70 | South o & W% 68 45 + 395
North ... 42 29 + 4.4 K TOTAL . .0uus 117 ‘80 + 6.2
West ....¢ 68 32 = 3.0 British
TOTAL ....L 176 81 = 2.5 Columbia; 57 41 +11.7
CANADA .. .. . 752 418 + 156




A. Unadjusted.

INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES--(Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

B. Index adjusted for number of business days and seasonal variations.

CANADA Meritimes | Quebec | Ontario | Manitoba | SEEX8Y™ 1 4ypoppe | Eritish
Year and Month chewan G Lumbaig
B A A i " A A A
| U 104.0 9,1 109.9 104 .5 111.8 92,7 98.8 96.9 102.9
Moy, 1987 ....o.... 1. 5] 104 5 123.4 120.2 22143 98.9 101,9 97.1 110.9
M 3888 o ...0. 00 111.0 | 105.6 123.8 124.3 114.3 100. 9 92.0 93.6 112.4
SR T S 0 99.6 117.5 123.2 115.5 96.7 87.8 92.1 108.0
May, 1940 ....co0n. o Bt 10648 123.6 182.9 120.2 100.7 98,6 105..8 111.1
T S T R Sl iR Y7 133 .4 148 2 135 .6 116.1 102.8 111.6 116.8
My 1988 .. .ui..onn .5 | 131.8 162 7 172.9 145.5 132.4 115.7 126.6 124 .6
Haars TG .l 0, .8 | 150.4 180.6 189.7 158 .4 159.4 137.7 145.7 141.4
May, 1944 ....... 2 | 166.5 206 8 211.5 167.% 174.5 155,3 160.1 157.5
R SO .0 | 168.6 209.7 205 .4 163.5 ¥72.2 163.4 170..0 175.9
1944
AP e 170.0 | 164.4 178.1 198,5 147.4 155.4 165.3 161,9 167.%
B s i B o o 170.6 160.1 BR7 195.1 160.5 165.6 158.9 168.1 152.1
AMERat b oo, ohn 174.6 161.1 181.6 185.,2 155.3 167.8 180.6 182,9 165.0
September ........ 170.4 | 152.9 W 161.5 149.6 184.5 195.3 188.0 162.2
October o..oou.-,. 173.2 | 159.9 174.0 186.1 185.3 173.9 2012 187.5 160.1
R . 165.9 | 160.3 172.8 167 5 144. 5 181.5 182.9 176.8 143.6
December ......... 196.5 | 163.3 216.8 194.3 170.5 214.1 197.0 217.5 187.5
1945
DR v o< v 4o 127.0 | 166.0 152.9 123.6 122.5 110.6 121.3 129.4 124.9
February ......... 12733~} 2 40 158.8 124.9 122.8 123.0 21347 125.9 122.3
L S 158.2 Jae.lr 175.8 167.9 156.8 151.2 141.7 148.7 154 .4
L R T P 160.1 178.2 176.4 181.0 146.9 159.0 142.1 156.8 145.3
L R T S 182.0 | 168.6 209.7 205.4 163.5 172.2 163.4 170.0 175.9
% Change,
Jan.-May, 1945 ... .9 3 + 6.7 + 3.3 + 5.0 + 3.9 + 407
Jan.-May, 1944 ... 5? 1;
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