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Miscellaneous 3tatistjcs on Retail Trade, 1936 

I.--Gross argins in etai1 Trade 

Gross margin in the retail trade of Canada as a whole averaged 
24.3 per cent of net sales in 1936, unchanged from the preceding year. That 
is to say, out of every dollar sp.nt by the consumer in retail stores, 24.3 
cents went to cover the costs of doing business and to provide a profit for 
the merchant. The remaining 75.9 cents represents the amount which the re-
tailer paid for the goods comprising the one dollar sale. 

Each retail firm, when making its return for the Census of Mer-
chandising, reported its annual net sales, value of stocks on hand at the 
beginning and end of the year and the amount paid for goods purchased during 
the year. Cost of goods purchased includes the invoice value less all re- 
turns, allowances or discounts, plus inward freight, duty, insurance in 
transit and all other expenses incidental to the receipt of goods. Opera- 
ting expenses of the business are not included in the cost of goods pur-
chased. Cost of goods sold was calculated in the usual way by adding to 
the cost of purchases the inventory value at the beginning of the year and 
then deducting the year-end inventory. Gross margin was then obtained by 
deducting from net sales the calculated value for cost of goods sold. 

Figures for 136 for individual lines of business amongst inde-
pendent stores reveal but minor changes from 1935. Only six of the 33 sepa-
rate kind-of-business classifications, for which figures have been compiled, 
show a change of as much as one point in the percentage that gross margin 
formed of net sales. And in no case did the change amount to as much as two 
points. Average gross margin for all independent stores, in which the ratio 
for each kind of business is weighted in proportion to its sales in the 
total trade, was 23.5 per cent of sales in 1936 compared with 23.3 per cent 
in 1935. Gross margin for motor vehicle dealers declined slihtly from 
16.9 per cent of sales in 1935 to 16.6 per cent in 1936. The ratio for 
department stores remained practically unchanged at 29.1 per cent in 1936 
compared with 29.0 per cent in the preceding year. Grocery stores opeaated 
on an average margin of 16.4 per cent of sales in 1936. The ratio was 17,6 
per cent for combination stores and 24.5 per cent for meat markets, The 
meat business has a number of characteristics which differentiate it from 
the grocery business. VTaste and perishability are more serious factors. A 
more highly paid personnel is required as well as more elaborate equipment. 
The hier gross margin for neat markets as compared with that for grocery 
stores may be attributed to these factors rather than to any differences in 
managerial proficiency in the different types of stores. Ratios for stores 
in the clothing group were 28.2 per cent for stores carrying men's clothing 
and furnishings, 28.4 per cent for stores specializing in women's ready-to-- - 
wear, and 29.2 per cent for shoe stores. Custom tailors operated on a niar-.. 
gin of 57.2 per cent while the 'e.tib for furriers was 40.1 per cent. Higher 
ratios in these cases are due to the more extensive processing operations 
carried on in these stores. Gross margin ratios for a number of other im-
portant lines of business for 1936 are as follows: Hardware stores, 25.7 
per cent; furniture stores, 32.3 per cent; radio and music stores, 34.3 per 
cent; coal and wood yards, 21.1 per cent; drug stores, 29.9 per cent; and 
jewellery stores, 41.0 per cent. Country general stores continue to operate 
on the lowest gross margin ratio of all kinds of business for wLich fir:ures 
are available. In this instance, the ratio was 16.1 per cent. 

Chain companies buy a greater proportion of goods direct from the 
manufacturer or grower than do independent stores. To the extent that 
chains buy direct from manufacturers and maintain central warehouses from 
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vhich their stores are stocked, they perform the coubined functions of 
wholesalers and retail merchants. Since chains perform this dual function, 
at least to a certain de.ree, it is natural for gross mar6ins for chains 
to be Cenerally higher than those for independent stores carrying on the 
same kind of business. Thus, gross margin for combination stores In 1936 
was 17.6 per cent of sales for independents compared with 20.5 per cent 
for chains. In the straight grocery field grosc margin for chains and inde-
pendents was identical at 16.4 per cent. But very few lar•.e grocery chains 
are now in operation. The transition from grocery to combination units has 
resulted In the transfer of most of the larger companies to the combination 
store type of chain. A co:arison of Cross margin percentages of sales for 
chains and Independents in corresponding lines of busines is given below: 

Gross Iar:in Percenta•;es of 3ales for Chain Jtores 
and Independent Stores for 5e1ectad Kinds of Business, 1936. 

Chain Independent 
Stores Stores 

7o 
Grocery 	................ 16,4 16.4 
Combination 	...... •1• 20.5 17.6 
1eat 	maikets 	............. 22.9 22.5 
Woment s  ready-to-wear 32.0 28.4 

30.2 29.2 
Hardwaie stores 	, 26,8 24.3 
Drug 	stores 	.............. 31.1 29.9 
Tobacco 	stores 	........... 24.9 21.4 

II.--Custoners' Accounts 0utstandIn, December 31, 1936. 

Customers' accounts outstanding on retail merchants' books totall-
ed 4227,162,500 on December 31, 1936, exceeding by 3.8 per cent the amount 
recorded for the corresponding date in 1935, This increase in outstanding 
accounts may be attributed to the enera1 gain in the tot1 retail trade 
Including cash credit and installment sales rather than to an increase In 
the proportion of business transacted on a credit basis or to any decline 
in the promptness with which accounts were paid. Accounts outstandi,ng at 
the and of 1936 formed 10.3 per cent of the total annual sales which were 
•2 1 202 0 202,000, If the amount outstanding on December 31 nay be taken as 
representative of average conditions throughout the year, it may be estima-
ted that the unpaid balance on customers' accounts is equivalent to the 
value of the total business traneacted durin -; a fivo-week period. Figures 
given in this report relate only to accounts outstanding on retail merchant 
books. They do not include accounts carried by non-merchandising firms 
such as the amounts due financing corporations as part payment in the sale 
of motor vehicles or other Soods. Accounts written off are also excluded. 
The figures shown for outstanding accounts are not, of course, synonymous 
with the total credit or instaLment sales. They represent the unpaid 
balances on December, 1936, on credit or instalment purchases made prior 
to or during that year. 

Provincial distribution of the amounts owin to retailers in 
the different provinces is as follows: Ontario, 182,689,100; uebec, 
p50,023,000; Saskatchewan, 23,615,900; British Columbia, 18,905,300; 
Alberta, l6,778,600; ianitoba, 44,337,600; Nova .'cotIa, 9,898,000; 
New Brunswick, 8,866,300; and Prince gdward Ilund, ,4,779,400. Decreasss 
in amounts outatandin.; were reported for Prince Cward Island, Saskatchewan 
and Alberta notwithstanding increases in the total retail trade of these 
provinces. The rate of increase in accounts outstanding was less than that 
for sales in Lanitoba and 3ritish Columbia, while in other provinces the 
two rates of increase were about the same, 

ef1ecting incre.eed agricultural revnue, the amount owing to 
country general stores declined 2.1 per cent from ?31,870,400 at the and 
of 1935 to i31,203,300 at the end of 1936. On the other hand, the more 
extensive instalment selling in department stora6 resulted in an increase 
of 13.8 per cent In the amount of accounts outstanding on thi books of 
these firms. The amount at the end of 1936 was 19410700. 4ccounts 
outstanding on the books of stores in the furniture and household group 
totalled •.35,491,700, or 5.2 per cent higher than at the and of the pre- 
ceding year, an 1ncreas considerably less, however, than the 10.7 per cent 



3 

increase in sales. There was .32 2 520,900 owin:, to merchants in the lumber 
aid building materials group, comprised chiefly of hardware merchants and 
lumber and building material dealers. Ar.iounts owin -, in other laportant 
lin.35 of business with per cent chanes from the preceding year are as 
follows: grocery and coLibination stores, l7,630,50O ( -0.3 per cent); 
totor vehicle dealers, ?l9,6l5,0QO (+7.5 per cent); coal and wood yards, 
fl,1b6,800 HC.2 per cerut). 

III.--Salaj- j.es  and 'Jees in (etail Trade 

3al&ris and wa,es paid to eriployees in retail merchandisln1 
establishments incroaced 7.0 per cent froi .204,27,000 in 1935 to 218,- 525,000 in 1936. The rate of increase in war,e payments was sirii1ar to that 
in the total dollar value of sales which was 7.2 per cent. All provinces 
reported increae in the total payrnent for salaries and wages. Saskat-
chewan and British Coluabia reported the best.improvement, each with a gain 
of 9.4 per cent while the increase in Alberta was lowest at 4.9 per cent. 
The salary and wae figures reported to the Census of iierchandisjn6 include 
payments made to both full-time and part-ti:e e:ployees, but they do not include the compensation of proprietors actively en,a ged In their own stores. 

on Hand and Stock Turnover iate 

Stocks on hand in retail stores at cost or rcplacer -ient value at 
the end of 1936 are estiraaud at ,.413,025,000 or 5.2 per cent higher than 
at the close of the preceding year. Stocks on hand at the end of 1930 
were valued at .?433,627,500, according to results of the complete Census 
of Merchandising which was taken for that year. 

Iate of stock-turn has been calculated by dividing the avera,;e 
of the year-end inventorie. into the annual sales which have been first 
adjusted to a cost price basis by means of the gross Liiargin data which are 
now available. 	esults for 1935 and 1936 for independent stores in a 
nunber of lines of trathi are given bolow. The accuracy of the figures Is dependent upon the extent to which the average of the year-end inventories 
is representative of avorae. inventory carried throughout the year. The 
following table reveals but minor difference in rate of stock-turn for the 
two years. 

Rate of tock-Turn--Indepenaent Store., 1935 and 1936. 

Kind of Business 
te of Stock-Turn s  

(Tines) 
1935 1936 

Candy and confectionery stores 	... . 8.0 9.2 
G-rocery stoles 23.5 21.1 Fruit 	and vegetable 	stores 	b 	............. 
Combination stores 3 8.4 • 	................................ 
Meatnarkets.., 12.4 12.2 
Country general stores 

28.4 27.4 
........................ 

............................. 
.................... 

Department stores 2.9 3.0 ........................... 
Automobile dealers 4.9 5.1 
Fillingstatjons,. 9.' 9.1 • 	..................... 

....................... 
Men's and boys' 	clothing and furnishings' 

17.6 17.0 
store s 	. . 	. ......................... . 	. 	. . 	. Family clothin 	stores 2.1  2• 1 .................... 

Vlonen 1 s ready-'o-wear stores 	..... . 2.2 
3.8 

2,2 
I:illinery stores 3.7 .........• 	............ Furriers--fur shops ....................... 4.2 4.8 

........... 

Shoe s to xi  e s 2.1 2.2 • . 	• 	• • 	. 	. 	• 	. 	. 	......... - 	. 	.......... . H:rdwara stores 1.6  1•8 
............. • 	. 	. 	00 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. . 	. 	. 

Lumber and building natarial dealers 1.8 
2.9 

1.9 
.., Lunber and building material dealers, with 3.2 

coal 	and 	wood 	. ..................• Furniturestores ............................ 44 45 ......... 
Radio and music stores 2.7 2,9 

. 	............ 	........ Book stores ....................... 	. 	... 2.8 3.1 
Drugstores 1.7 1.9 .............. 	......• 	............, Jwellerystores ......... 

2.3 2,4 
Tobacco stores and stands 0.9 1.0 . ......... 5.7 5.8 



Table 1.--Gross Margin Percentages of Net Sales for Independent Stores in Selected Kinds of Business, by Provinces, 1936. 	40 

(Gross margins based upon aggregate sales and aggregate gross margins of the reporting fiis) 
--- 	- 	- 	=-- . 	- 

Kind of Business 

---------= 
Canada 

=--- - 	-- - - - 	- - 	- 	__ 
1936 

1935 1936 Change P.E.I. N.S. _N,B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask1Mta. LO. 
29.7 29.3 - 0.4 (x) 	24.7 27.3 31.6 31.9 24.8 	Cx) 34.4 	23.8 Candy and confectionery stores 	........................... . 

Fruit 	and vegetable stores 	... 	....... 	.._. 	..., 1.7 18.6 0,.i (x) 	Cx) (x) 18.6 18,4 (x) 	(x) (X) 	21,3 
Grocery 	stores 	........................................... 165 16.4 - 0,1 15.1 	18.4 15,3 16.9 16.6 16.6 	16.4 15.1 	15.2 

17,6 + 03 16.0 	16.7 17.1 18,1 17,8 16,4 	16,3 15,5 	16.9 
.. Meat 	markets 	......... ................................. 22.3 22,5 + 0,2 (x) 	18.5 21.4 21,.1 22.2 22.2 	27.0 23,0 	23.2 

Combination 	stores 	., ......................................17.3 

15.6 16,1 + 0-5 18.5 	17.0 14,8 16.2 15.9 15.2 	16,1 16,4 	16,2 Country general stores 	....., .............................. 
Department 	stores 	...................................... 29,0 29.1 + 0,1 (x) 	30.8 28.5 30,9 29,9 (x) 	30.0 28,3 	26,8 
Autc4flobile 	dealers 	........................................ 16.9 16,6 -. 0,3 18.2 	16,2 14.4 16.2 16,3 15,9 	16,2 17.3 	19.4 

17.4 16.0 -. 	1,4 (x) 	(x) (x) (x) (x) (x) 	17,5 15,,? 	I 	(X) 
32,.7 - 	1.0 (X) 	(X) (X) 36.4 30,7 I 	(X) 	(X) 31,0 	(x) 

Filling 	stations 	- ........ ................................- 18,4 19,6 + 	1,.2 (x) 	17.8 17.4 18,9 20,8 18,7 	16,4 17,9 	20,6 

Autcobi1e dealers with faru iLIp1eints 	,...... ........ .... 
Accessories, 	tires and batteries 	....,, ....................33,'7 

29.1 30,3 + 1,2 Cx) 	(x) (x) 28.1 30.4 (x) 	(x) Cx) 	(x) 
Men's 	furnishings 	stores 	. .............................., 30,2 29,6 •- 0,5 (x) 	(x) (x) 29.5 30.1 Cx) 	(x) Cx) 	(Xi 
i.ien's 	and boys' 	clothing stores 	..., ........................ 

Men's and boys 	clothing and furnishings stores 27,7 29,2 4 	0.5 (x) 	26,7 25.4 29.2 27.8 27,6 	26.6 28,0 	30,2 
Custom tailors ard made--to-measure clothing ..,,, 55.5 57..2 + 	1.." (X 	(x) (x) 58,1 57.0 60.4 	(x) (x 	56,3 
Family Clothing stores 	.....,,.,,,..,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 26.1 26.8 0,'? 27.' 	272 23.8 26.4 27,9 25.0 	24,0 27,3 	28.2 

28.6 23,4 0.2 (x) 	25.4 2L4 28,4 28 8 32.5 	28.9 26,9 	29,7 
Hosiery, 	corsets, 	lingerie 	,,,,,,,,,.. ........,,,,........, 29,2 28..6 •'- 	0,6 (X) 	(x) (x) 2818 27,3 CX) 	(x) (x) 	Cx) 
Millinery 	stores 	............................ ..........., 44,3 45,1 + 0.8 Cx) 	Cx) (x) 50.,? 49.3 (x) 	Cx (x) 	Cx) 

Women's 	ready-to-wear 	stores 	.,,,,,,, 	...................... 

Furriers---fur 	shops 	................ . ............,..,.... - 41,0 40.1 -• 	0,9 (x) 	(x) Cx) 42.4 41.3 (x) 	(X) (x 	32,5 
Shoe 	stores 	, ............................... ,. ...........- 28.4 29.2 + 0.8 (x) 	27.6 23,9 26,9 28,7' 30.6 	28,4 291 	345 
HErdware 	stores 	•., ......................................, 25,2 25.7 + 0,5 (x) 	25.3 22.6 25,3 26,2 25.9 	25,5 23,2 	27,6 
Lumber and building materials 	.......,.. ...,,..,,,,,,,..,,,, 27.2 26,9 -• 	0,3 (x) 	25.3 332 24.9 27,1 28.5 	26.6 30.1 	I 	27.2 
Lumber and building materials, 	coal 	and wood 	--------------- 24,,? 24,3 0.4 (xi 	(x) (X )  29,0 23.2 24,5 	24..3 (XI 	232 

32.8 32.3 0,5 (x) 	33.]. 32.9 34.4 31,2 (X) 	(x) 30.6 	311 
Radio 	and music 	stores 	....................... ............ 35.2 34,3 - 0.9 (x) 	39.9 (x) 33.3 33.8 35.4 	(x ) 31.2 	35.2 
Restaurants, 	cafeterias and eating places .,..,,., .......... 42.3 42,0 -0,3 (X) 	40.1 35,2 43,8 44.3 41,0 	36,9 38,4 	41,1 
Book 	stores 	...................................... 30.7 30.9 + 0.2 (x) 	(x) (x) 31.4 32.5 Cx) 	(x) Cx) 	25.7 

\irniture 	stores 	- ...................., .................... 

Coal and wood yards 	(including ice) 	...........,....,,,., 20.0 21,1 + 	1..]. (x) 	18.7 20.6 17.5 22.0 20.7 	212 (x) 	29.1 
Drug stores ....... 29.8 29.9 + 0,1 (x) 	29.5 30,5 31.6 29.1 30.3 	29,3 31.0 	30,6 

41.2 41. 0  - 0.2 (x) 	39.9 42.1 42.4 40.3 30.6 	41,9 39.0 	44.2 Jewellery stores 	......................................... 
Office, school and store supplies and equipment dealers 40.5 38.8 - 1.7 (x) 	(x) (X) 39.3 37.9 () 	(x) (x) 	(x) 
Tobacco stores and stands 	................................. 20.8 21.4 + 0.6 (x) 	21.5 22.3 20.9 22.7 (x) 	18.6 21.1 	19.7 

.ai .&j inuicates ina ine numDer or reporting rirms was too smail to provide representative gross margin data. 
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Table 2.--Retail Sales and Accounts Outstandineç on Books 
of Retail Firms on Decemberj936, by Provinces 

Accounts Outstanding, 
Retail oales, 1936 ecember 31, 1936. 

Province - _________ ____________ _____ ________ 
Mnount 

50 Change 
Amount Sales 

% Change 
(1) 

$ 

CANADA (2) . _2,202202000 +7.2 227,162,500 10.3 + 	3.8 

11,35L000 +14.6 1,779,400 15.7 - 6,3 Prince Edward Island 	..... 

Nova Scotia 	................... 87.099,000 + 	7.2 9,898,000 11.4 + 9.0 

New Brunswick 	......... 66,965,000 + 8.6 8,866,300 13.2 + 7.4 

Quebec 	......................... 498,143,000 + 	7.3 50,023,000 10.0 + 7.9 

+ 6.4 82,689,100 9.1 + 5.6 Ontario 	.........................913,223,000 

Manitoba 	...................... 148,541000 + 6.9 14,337,600 9.7 + 1.0 

Saskatchewan 	................ 130,621,000 + 9.2 23,615,900 18.1 - 6.0 

136 1 522,000 + 5.5 16,778,600 12.3 - 2.0 Alberta 	........................1 
British Columbia 	...............207,768,000 +10.3 18,905,300 9.1 + 4.3 

Per cent change from preceding year. 

Includes Yukon and Northwest Territorits, 

Table 3--Retai1 Sales and Accounts Outstanding on Books 
of Retail Firms on December 31 1936, by Types of Operation. 

Accounts Outstanding, 
Type of Operation and 	Retail Sales, 1936 	December 31, 1936 
Kind ot Business

- 	
Change 	% of1 % Che % 

Amount 	(1) 	Amount 	ISalesi  (1) 

+ 7.2 227,162,500 10.3 + 3.8 

+ 7.0 195,732,100 10.8 + 4.0 
+ 8.5 31,430,400 8.0 + 3.1 

+ 4.2 17,630,500 5.4 - .3 

+ 3.4 16 1 523 1 600 7.6 - 
+ 5.8 1,106,900 1.0 + 6.3 

*4,2 715900 2.5 - 1.1 

+ 1.5 663,000 3.5 - .4 
+10.5 52,900 .6 - 9.6 

* 4.4 2,283,400 3.6 + 3.1 

+ 4.1 2,153,700 4.2 + 2.8 
+ 5.8 129,700 1.0 + 7.3 

All Stores, 	Total 	............. 2,20,20Q00 

Independent stores 	.......... 1,807,267,000 
Chain stores 	................ 394,935,000 

Grocery and combination stores, 

... 

.... 

Total 	....................... 

Independent stores 217915,100 
Chain stores 	, ................ 107 .345 , 9CC 

Shoe stores, 	Total 	........... 

Independent stores 19,260,40C 
9,331,6OC Chain stores 	............. ...... 

Drug Stores, 	Total 	....... , ___ 64,055.0CC 

Independent stores 51.183 1 40C 
Chain 	stores 	............... 12.-871,601, 

Ci) 	Per cent change from preceding year, 



	

56,897,000 	+ 7.0 
	

5,224,2001 9.2 
	

+ 2.8 

	

40,208,000 	+ 6.6 
	

4,369,900 10.9 	+ 8.1 

49,676,000 + 4.4 4,443,500 8.9 + 5.6 
28,592,000 + 4.2 715,900 2.5 - 1.1 

112,003000 +11.4 32,520,700 29.0 + 2.5 

53,972,000 + 7.9 11,553,800 21.4 + 4.6 

	

42,306,000 I +14.6 
	

17,370,000 41.11 	+ 0.3 

	

5,518,000 	+22.8 
	

943,6001 17.11 	+15.5 

	

10,207,000 	+11.9 
	

2,653,3001 26.01 	+ 5.0 

72 1 023,000 I +10,7 

	

32,231,000 	+10.3 

	

13,424,000 	+ 7.8 

	

6,779,000 	+15.4 

	

19 0 589,000 	+11.8 

48.762.000 1 + 6.4 

402,8,000 -.-+ _7..5 

38,282,000 + 8.4 

3.491,700I 49.31 	+ 5.2 

14,939,600 46.3 + 6.8 
8,443,300 62.9 + 3.2 
1,332,700 19.7 +15.3 
10,776,100 55.0 + 3.6 

	

262,200 I 0.5 I 	+ 5.4 

	

,252,300 1 9.0 1 	+ 3.5 

	

5,295,900 13.8 	+ 1.6 

Table 4.--Rotail Sales and Accounts Outstanding on Books 
of RetaL 	on 	'e'u1r 1' l93, byJroqlnces 

Accounts Outstanding, 
December 31, 1936. 

% of % Change 
Amount 	Sales 	(1) 

* 

+ 	7.2 227,162,500 10.3 + 3.8 

+4.3 24,667,700 5.1 + 1.2 

+ 3.8 7,200 .1 -18.2 
+ 4.3 520,200 1.4 +30.0 

32,915,000 
14,348,000 
325,261,000 
60,599,000 

182.734..000 

+ 6.1 
+ 7.4 
+ 4.2 
+ 3.2 
+ 6.7 

+ 6.0 

	

1,720,100 	5.2 

	

287,000 	2.0 

	

17,630,500 	5.4 

	

3,416,600 	5.6 
1,086,100 18.2 

31.203.300 17.1 

+ 9.0 
+ 14.6 
- .3 
+ .8 
+ 1.6 

360,829,0001 	+ 6.2 II 	23.279.4001 6.51 	+12.1 

273,358,000 + 	5.7 19,410,700 7.1 +13.8 
24,624,000 -+ 5.4 1,267,000 5.1 + 5.4 
16,566,000 + 7.3 2,5G2500 15.1 + 2.3 
46,281,000 + 	9.1 99 0 200 .2 +55.0 

362,9000 +11.8 28,733,900 7.9 + 6.5 

251,211,000 +16.1 19,615,000 7.8 + 7.5 
8 1 062,000 +15.6 751,900 9.3 + 9.3 
67,141,000 + 0.4 3,661,700 5.5 + 4.2 
33,700,000 + 6.0 4,247,300 12.6 + 3.9 
2,545,000 + 6.8 458 1 000 18.0 + 4.5 

175.373000 + 5.7 14,751,300 8.4 + 4.9 

1:ind of Business 

TOTAL, ALL STORES ........ 

Food Group Total 

Bakery product stores (other than 
manufacturing bakerieg) ....... 

Candy and confectionery stores 
Dairy products dealers (other than 

manufacturing dairies) ....... 
Fruit and vegetable stor.s 
Grocery and combination stores 
Meat markets (including sea foods) 
Other food stores . ........ 

Country General Stores, Total 

General Merchandise Group, 
Totai . . 

Department stores ............... 
Dry goods stores 
Genera.1 merchandise stores .... 
Variety stores .................. 

Automotive Group, Total ..... 
Motor vehicle dealers ,. ....... 
Accessories, tires and batteries 
Filling stations .............. 
Garages ...................... 
Other automotive establishments 

pparel Group, Total ........ 
Men's and boys' clothing and 

furnishings (includes custom 
tailors ) 

Family clothing stores ......... 
Women's apparel and accessories 

stores....................... 
Shoestores....................  

Building Materials Gro, 
Total ........................... 
Hardware stores ................. 
Lumber and building material 

dealers * . .................... 
Other building materials (in- 

cluding roofing materials) 
Electrical, heating and plumbing, 

paint and glass shops 

Furniture and Hoisehold 
Group, Total 

:pLlrniture stores ................  
Household appliance stores ...... 
Other home furnishings stores 
Radio and music stores ......... 

Restaurants, Cafeterias and 
Eating Places,Total .............. 

Other Ret all 	, Total 

Farmers' supply stores ... ..... 

Retail S1es, 1936 

% Change 
Amount 	(1) 

* 

2,;02,00C  

5.001,000 

9,219,000 
36,727,000 



Table 4.--Ietai1 3a1es and Accounts Outstanding on Books 
o 	Rt alt FirIIi4 	n Decenthor 	33, .-by Provinces - 

Retail Sales, 1936 Accounts Outstanding, 	- 
December 31, 1936 

:ind of Business 
[% Change 

Amount % 	of Change 
(i) Amount Sales (1) 

3 
Other Retail Stores--(Cont'd.) 

Book 	stores 	............................ 6,283,000 + 6 775 9 600 12.3 + 3.6 
Coal and wood yards (including ice) 75,959,000 + 4.8 11,166,800 14.7 + 	.2 Drug 	stores 	...................... 66,055,000 + 4,4 2,283,400 3.6 + 3,1 
Florists 	•.. ................. 6,448,000 + 5.8 801,400 12.4 - 1.7 

19,866,000 + 8.9 3,386,100 17.0 +11,0 Jewellery ztores 	.................. .... 
Office, school and store supplies 

and equipment dealers 	...... 15,656,000 +13.9 3,747 0 000 23.9 +29.4 
24,501,000 + 5.9 671,200 2.7 +15.3 
65,908,000 +16.0 - - I 	- 

Tobacco stores and stands 	. ........... 
Government liquor stores 	,.. .......... 
Miscellaneous kinds of business (In- 

cluding second-hand stores) 	......, 85,860,000 + 5.1 
8,124,900j 9.5 -2.8 

(1) 	Per cent change from preceding year. 

Table 5,--ietaIl .ales and Account$ Outstanding on Book'. of Retail Firms 
on December 31, 1936, by Provinces and Selected Kinds of Business 

Retail Sales, 1936 Accounts Outstanding, 
Kind of Business  December 31, 1936 

Change 
Amount 	(i) I 	Amount 

'% 	of 
Isales 

% Change 
(1) 

PRINCE EDIARD L31IdD--TOTAL .. 35  1,00 	+14,6 1,7790 15.7 - 6,3 
157,600 9.7 - 1.6 Grocery and combination stores s.,,, 1,628,000f 	+ 5,8 

Meat markets (including sea foods) 	, 173,000 	- 0,6 13,500 7.8 +45.2 
Country general stores 	• ........... , 2,765,000: 	+20.2 525,400 19.0 - 9,7 Department stores 	.................. 1,400,000! 	+14.1 163,800 11.7 -31.1 
otor vehicle dealers 	.............. 1 1 182 0 000 	+31.8 180,800 15.3 7.8 hardware 	stores 	.................... 46,000 	+21.1 30,100 65.4 - 4.7 

Lumber and building material dealers 166,000 	+11.4 44,200 26.6 + 5,5 Furniture stores 	..............,..,, 286,000 1 	+14.5 128,1001 41.6 + 9,7 
Coal and wood yards 	................. 350,0001 	- 0.3 78,800 22.5 - 6.3 Jewellery stores - 	 +22.8 15,100 21.6 +38.5 

NOVA 3COTIA--'IOTAL ........... 

Grocery and combination stores •.... 

87 099,000! 

17,811,000! 

+ 	7.2 

+ 4.3 

998 000 : 11.4 + 9,0 

1 1 362,5001 	7.6 + 0.5 Meat markets (Inc1udin 	sea foods) . 1 5 063,OOO + 6.5 82,900 7.8 +10.7 
Country general stores 	........,..,, 12516 ) 000 + 5,6 1,783,0001 14.2 + 0.9 Department stores 	............... 6,658,O0O +10.7 1,012,000 15.2 +79.8 Motor vehicle dealers 	.............. 10,682,000 +15.2 1 2 046,800 9.8 +16.1 
Hardwarestores 	.................. .. 1,958,0001 +9.? 	1 373,60019.1 -3.6 
Lumber and building material dealers 1,002,0001 +23.1 220,400 22.0 +44,9 Furniture stores 	• 	..............., 1,160,000 + 9.0 378 3 500 33.2 +11,6 Coal and wood yards 	........... 2,776,000; - 3.7 594,000 21.4 - 1.4 Jewellery stores 	........ 615 7 000 + 3.4 134,000 21.8 + 1.8 

(1) 	Per cent change from preceding year, 



L_ 
+ 3,4 
+ 6,7 
+ 7,7 
+ 6,5 
+25.0 
+ 6.8 
l9.2 

+16.4 
+ 2.0 
+ 9,6 

+ 6.4 

+ 4,6 
+ 1.7 
+ 5,2 
+ 5,4 
+12,9 
+10,0 
+15,7 
+ 6..1 
+ 6.1 
+10.4 

+ 6,9 

+ 5.1 
+ 3.8 
+ 8.0 
+ 3.2 
+17.5 
+10.0 
+12.4 
+11.7 
+ 9,8 
+ 0.5 

+ 9,2 

+ 4.8 
+ 1.2 
+ 4,8 
+15,8 
+ 20.3 
+ 5.6 
+13,4 
+ 7,0 
+ 9,6 
+11,6 

_(2.030 J 10.0,I 	+ 7,9 

	

4,917,200 	5.2 	+ 0.6 

	

852,300 	4.9 	+ 4.2 

	

6 ; 807 ; 200 16,7 	+ 2.4 

	

4,303.000 11,0 	+21,5 

	

2,582,000 	5,7 	+10,8 

	

1,685,200 17.8 	+ 5.9 

	

1,416,800 25.3 	+14.8 

	

5,598,600 58,4 	+21.3 

	

2,667,100 16.5 	+ 4.1 

	

749800 15,9 	+ 4.6 

	

 

82,689,100 	9.,1 	+ 5.6 

	

6,439.500 	4.7 	+ 0.0 

	

1,131,200 	4.5 	- 0.7 

	

5,441,700 13.8 	- 2.6 

	

8 7 509,100 	8.0 	+18.1 

	

6,838,300 	5,9 	+ 7,5 

	

4,282,800 18,8 	+13.5 

	

3,984,700 26,0 	+16.0 

	

6,028,900 43.1 	- 2.6 

	

5,837,900 13.6 	+ 0.1 

	

1,605,300 18.1 	+12.4 

	

= 14 337.600 9,7 	+ 1,0 

	

792,100 	5,2 	- 3.0 

	

131:700 	5,9 	+ 7.9 

	

2,120 9 700 17.9 	- 2.7 

	

1,636,100 	3,4 	+ 0.6 

	

1,480,000 10.9 	- 3.3 

	

630,800 19.4 	- 4.5 

	

2,262,300 54.8 	+ 4.0 

	

222,800 40.8 	+10,8 

	

710600 13.3 	- 9.4 
- 	205,600 16.3 	+ 4.0 

	

- 23,61500 18.1 	- 6.0 

	

791,500 	6,8 	- 6.3 

	

207,700 	7.6 	+ 0,4 

	

5,556,600 20.1 	- 7.3 

	

972,100 	7.2 	+10.5 

	

2,424,400 17.1 	- 4.6 

	

1,993,600 32.6 	- 2,4 

	

6,498.500 81.1 	-10.0 

	

354,600 36.6 	- 910 

	

399,000 14.4 	- 4,6 

	

82,300 11.1 	+41.4 

[;] 
Table 	--•Retelaies and Accounts_Q 	on 	 sof Re all Firms 

onDecem5er31J5bv_Provinces and Sele Ct e 	Iinds of Business 
(Continued) 

- 	Accounts Outstanding, Retail Sales, 1936 
December 31, 1936 

% Change 	ChangeAmount 
a11 	(1) 

NEW BNSwICK--TorAL 	.......... 66.965 000 + 8,6 8,866,300  13.2 + 	7,4 

9,992.000 + 	2,9 807,100 8.1 	- 45 Grocery and combination stores ,.,., 
Meat markets (including sea foods) 615 : 000 + 4.2 49,900 8.1 	+11.1 
Country genera! stc'r3c 	.... 10679,000 + 7.4 2,578 : 900 24.1 	+ 2.5 
Department stores 	. ............. .... 10,739,000 + 4.0 386,600 3.6 	-19.1 
Motor vehicle dealers 	...,,,,,,, 8469,000 +25.6 1,615,300 19.1 	+40.5 Hardware stores 	........., .. 1.310,000 +14.2 390,400 298 	-0.4 
Lumber and building material dealers I 	627 ; 000 + 6,5 102 1 500 24.0, 	+ 4,2 Furniture 	stores 	.. .................. +18,2 542,200 41,3 	+ 7.5 
Coal and wood yards 

.1,312,000 
1 ,791,000 -2,5 374,300 20.91 	+ 2.3 

Iewel1erystores,,,,.,,,.,,., 379,000 + 9,3 63,800 16.8 	+33.8 

UEC-T0TAL .. ...................._ 

Grocery and combination stores ,,,, 	94.437,000 
Meat markets,(including sea foods) 	17,394.000 
Country general stores 	40,736,000 
Department stores ., 	.........,,,., 	 39,118000 
Motor vehicle dealers 	......... .... 	45,570,000 
Hardwarestores ,.. ...... 	,,•, 	9.451.000 
Lumber and build!ng mat.rial dealers 	5.593,,000 
Furntture stores 	....... . ..., 	9 1 584.000 
Coal and wood yards 	.............. .. 	16,15 000 
Jewellery stores .: .............. 	4.704:000 

ONTARIO--'IOT.AL 	.. ............,.., 	 91'..223,000 

Grocery and combination stores 	. 	137,960,000 
Meat markets (including sea foods) . 	25,259,000 
Country general stores ....... ...... 	39.302,000 
Department stores ................., 	106,364,000 
Motor vehicle dealers 	115 : 803,000 
Hardware stores 	... .........."....,. 	 22,752,000 
Lumber and building material dealers 	15,315,000 
Furniturestores,,, : .,.,,,,,,,.,., 	13,978,000 
Coal and wood yards 	- ... .... . .. .. 	42,843,000 
.Tewellery stores . , ....... . . 	8 : 661,000 

MANITOBA--TOTAL .,, .......... ,148, 541 2 000 
Grocery and combination stores...... 	15,139,000 
Meat markets (including sea foods) 	2,233,000 
Country general stores 	......... , 	11,872,000 
Department stores ... ....... .. ... . 	48,120,000 

	

Aotor vehicle dealers .. ........ .... 1 	13,626,000 
Hardwarestores 	................,. 	3,247,000 
Lumher and building material dealers 	4,132,000 
Furniture stores .................. . 	546,000 
Coal and wood yards 	5,343,000 
Jewellery stores ,.,,..,,,, 	L2600O0 

	

SASKATCBE'AN- -TOTAL ........ , 	1621900 

Grocery and combination stores , 	11,640 2 000 
Meat markets (including sea foods) 	2,733,000 
Country general stores .,, ..... •0•.• 	27 1 699,000 Department stores 	... .... ,. ...... ,, 	13,502,000 
Motor vehicle dealers .............• 	14,212,000 
Hardware stores , 	.............., 	6,120,000 

	

Lumber and building material dealersl 	8,013.000 

	

Furniture stores ...................... 
	2. 	
...969,000 

	

Coal and wood yards ................. 	771,000 
Jewellery stores .... ................ 	739.003 

(1) Per cent change from preceding year., 



."g-. 

Table 5.--Retail Sales and Accounts Outstanding n Books of Retail Firms 
on December 31, 1936, by Provinces and Selected Kinds of Business 

(Continued) 

Accounts Outstanding, 
Retail 3ales, 1936 December 31, 1936 

Kind of Business 1%70hange of
Amount  Amount Sales (1) 

g2,00q _55 6 22 00  12.3-2,0 

14,877,000 Grocery and combination stores a + 4.2 1,035,300 7.0 + 1.7 
Meat markets (including sea foods) 3,778:000 1,1 328,100 8.7 - 8.6 
Country general stores 	............ 21,543000 + 1.9 3952,900 18.3 - 3.1 
Department 	stores 	,. ................ 14,530,000 + 2.7 682 1 900 4.7 + 7.0 
Motor vehicle dealers 	,.,, ...... .. 17 3 575,000 - 1.4 1,616,900 9.2 - 1.7 

ALBERTA--TOTAL .............. 	.. 

Hardware stores 	... ........ 0• 5,138OOO + 13 1,272,000 24.8 - 6.1 
Lumber and building material dealers 5,358.000 + 8.8 2,31':9 1 900 43.9 6.6 
Furniture 	stores 	,,,, 	, ............, 2,089000 + 4,9 935 3 900 1  44.8 - 2.2 
Coal 	and wood yards 	.............. ?3G,O0O -8.3 79,500 10.8 -19.5 

962,0001 + O.5 158,600 16.5 + 7.5 rewellery stores .................... 

BRITISH COIrnvBIA- -TOTAL 	•.. 	I +10.3 18 1 905,  9.1 + 4.3 

21,615000 	+ 4,4 1,315,400 6.1 + 1.4 Grocery and combination stores 	I 
Meat markets (including sea foods) 7,275,0001 	+ 2.7 610,100 8.4 - 0.7 

15O920OO 	+ 6,9 2,345,200 15.5 -3.1 Country general stores 	, .............. 
Department stores 	oo , s 	......,.., 32,927 1 000 	+ 6.2 1,745,100 5. - 7.2 
Motor vehicle dealers 	.... ,,...,.... 24,092,000 	+25.9 1,830,500 7.6 +15.4 
Hardware stores 	...... ............• 3,861 ; 000 	+ 6.1 876,200 22.7 + 	9..? 
Lumber and building material dealers 2,299,000 	+18.4 490,700 21. + 9.8 

2,327,000 	+14.7 750,000 32.2 +12.0 Furniture 	stores 	.................... 
Coal and wood yards 	................. I 3,176 0 000 	+ 6,5 425,600 13. + 6.3 
Jewellery stores 	................... I  2,264,0001 	+11.2 371,600 16. +18.5 

i'-'-" Per cent change from preceding year. 



Table 6.--Retajl Ses 	i-c 

r Provinces and Kind-of-Business 
Paid to En21oyees in Retail Trade 
oups, 1935 and 1936. 

10 

Province and Group 

SALES 	 SALARIES AND WAGES 

1935 1936 
Per cent 

Change 1935 1936 
Per cent 
Change 

1936/1935 1936/1935 

9,901,000 11,351,000 +14.6 730,000 770,000 + 5.5 
81,257,000 87,099,000 + 	7.2 6,296,000 6 0 904,000 + 9,7 
61 9 681,000 66 1 965 1 000 + 8.6 5,057,000 5,414,000 + 	7.1 464,109,000 498,143,000 + 7.3 47,507,000 50,668,000 + 	6..? 

858,162,OO 913,223,000 + 6.4 89,371000 95,406,000 + 6.8 
138 1 947,000 148,541,000 + 6,9 14,971 2 000 15,803,000 + 56 
119,586 ; 000 130,621000 + 92 10,266.000 11,236,000 + 	9..4 
129435,000 136,522,000 + 5,5 11,662,000 12,228,000 + 4,9 
188,424,000 207,768,000 +10..3 18 5 118,000 19 1 830,000 + 9,4 

Prince Edward Island 

Nova Scotia ........ 
New Brunswick ............................ 
Quebec ..................... ........ ..... 
Ontario ..........................

. 

Manitoba ''°l..dP.. SOS, ................... 

Saskatchewan 	•.•...•,••••.................. 

Alberta ..............................  

British Columbia 

CANADA, TOTAL 	..... • ....,. 
	 2.O53,699,OOO 2,202,202,000 J + 7.2 	204,227,000 	218,525,000f ~ 7O 

Country general stores 
Food 	group 	,. 	.............. .............. 464961;OOO 485,001,000 + 4,3 35,197,000 366OO.00O 	+ 	1..O ...............

. 

General merchandise 
172,456,000 182.734000 + 6O 7,657C00 8,28100O: 	+ 81 group 	,.,., ,,, 

Autonotive group 
339860 .0 00  360,829,000 + 62 48,423 2 000 51 ,157000 	+ 5..,6 

Apparel. 
324,319,000 362 1 659.000 +11,8 29,104,000 33,048,O0C 	+13.,6 group 	,..... -.. , 	

,, ., 

Building  materials group 	,,......, 
165 ;864000 175,373,000 + 5 7  17,540,000 18,723oOo 	+ 67 

, 	 •. .
................ 

.... 

Furniture and household 
100,567,000 112,003,000 +11,4 10,819,000 11917,000 	+10.1 group 

Restaurants, cafeterias and eating paces 
65,071,000 

1 	45,825 0 000 
72,023000 

48,762,000 
+10,7 

+ 6.4 
10,105 :  300 11,131,000 	+1001 

Other retail 	stores 	......................  402,818,000 + 	'7.5 
9,146,J0O 

36,256,000 
9,800,000 	+ 7,2 

37,868,000 + 4.4 

(1) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 

I-J 

0 



Total Sales 

1935 	193' 

_220 	 12- 2nC 202 OOC 

312.197.000 1 	C1 000 

	

72 456 000 	182 734.000 

1 	23B 	C0. 	Y' G0 
,15S 0005 5897C00 

	

37,7C2C')0 	40.208.000 
47 	000 	C76,C00 

• 	27,431.030 	252.000 

• 	1 
 

	

0043.000 	53,972000 

	

29,229,000 	32,231,000 
- 61353 ;C_[ 64055 2 000 

Kind of Buns 

A.'.l Stores, Total .......... 

G'oery and comhinatioa stores - 

Cruntry general stores 

Mers 	ocyr c1othj 	and urni a l-JI  
ami1y cicthing sto:ei .. .,.. 	. 
1cen's aDtrel and accessorc-s - 

Shoe stores 	. 	 ., ............ 

Hardware stores 	 .............. 

Furniture stores ............. 
Drug stores . .............................. 

Table ?.--Retail Sales and Stocks on Hand, 1935 and 1936. 

All Stores and Selected Kinds of Business 

S. 

Stocks on Hand, Ed oi year 
______  (at co) 
0. 

_ 

I 	o± 
Change 1935 1936 Cnange 

1935-'.36 F  ~ 935-1936  

-- 1----i-"--- -_ 

1 7 . 2 J 2L.99 L222J 
4,2 309730J 33.32700D 76 
6.0 59,899000 62,235000 + 3-9 

4 	5 	1 (•3 	C0() + 3. 
• 	•o 18.,9c0 19934,30O . 	 o 
.. 	6,6 13,477 1 000 14.138,000 + 	4,•9 

4.4 13,.550,UC0 34,30,000 + 	5.9 
* 4.2 11269 ; 000 11 1 537,OCO + 22 
+ 	7.9 23,285,000 23,915000 + 2,7 
+10.3 9,961.000 10,539,000 + 5.8 
+ 4,4 20,551,000 21 ; 250 ; 000 + 3,4 

I--,  
H 
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