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Miscellaneous Statistics on Retail Trade, 1937

Summary

The volume of retail purchases made on the instalment plan in Canada
is estimated at approximately $233,740,000 for 1937 according to calculations based
on returns from a large sample of firms in lines of business in which instalment sel-
ling is recognized to be of considerable importance. This amount represents the total
selling value of goods sold on the instalment plan; it includes the down payment as
well as the original unpaid balance. It forms approximately 10 per cent of the total
retail merchandise trade of the country, ostimated at $2,453,715,000 for 1937.

hccounts outstanding on rotail merchants' books at the end of 1937 were
valued at $242,970,400, up 7.0 per cent from the amount recorded at the end of the
preceding year. The rate of increass in accounts outstanding wes less than thet for
the dollar value of sales which was 11.1 per cent.

Stocks on hand in retail stores wore valued at $442,350,000 at t''c end
of 1937, up by 7.1 per cent from the amount reported for the corresponding date in
1936.

Salaries and wages paid to omployses in retail trade amounted to
$235,788,000 for 1937, a gain of 7.9 per cent from the ¥218,525,000 paid out in 1936.

Gross margin percentages of sales for indepondent stores varied but
little in 1937 from the preceding year. The average ratio for all stores was 23.2
per cent in 1937 compared with 23.4 por cent for 1936 according to returns from firms
roporting for both yoars.

Thesc figuros wore obtained in connection with the annual survey of
retail trade made by the Internal Trade Branch of the Buroau of Statistics. Reports
have already beon publishod giving total sales figuros by provinces and for individual
lines of business within cach province.

I.--Instalment Sales in Retail Trade, 1937

In connection with the Census of Merchandising and Service Egtablish-
ments, retail merchants were requested to state the dollar value of their instalment
sales made during 1937. This amount included not only the indebtedness which was
liquidated by specific payments at regular periods, but alsoc the initial cash or down
payments. Information on instalment selling as published in this report relates to
those kinds of business in which this system of merchandising is, to a marked degree,
of importance.

The total amount of instalment business transacted in these stores
totalled $233,739,600 in 1937 and formed a little more than one quarter of the total
retail trade of these same stores. If the amount of instalment selling performed in
those lines of trade in which it is a minor activity, were added to the total of
$233,739,600 instalment selling would constitute epproximately 10 per cent of the totel
retail trade of Cenada.
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when examined by kinds of business the results of this study indicate
that from the point of view of dollar value of instalmont sales, the motor vehicle
dealer is the most important. The total sales of moter vehicle dealers in 1937 were
332,742,000 and of this amount %132,098,600 or 39.7 per cent was on the instalment
plan, A much higher proportion of new and usod motor vehicle sales wns made on in-
stalments but in othor reclated linos which are necessary to tho function of motor
vehicle retailing, such as ropeir and sorvico work and tho sale of parts and acces-
sorios, the amount of instalment salos is almost Regligible.

Tho fect that the information contained in this report rofors to kinds
of business and not to spocific commoditics must bo kopt sight of; estimates on in-
stalment sclling for cortein articles of merchandiso have been published from time to
time by other sources.

Next in order of importance in instalment business are department
stores with instalmont salos of $29,673,900 or 10.3 por cont of thoir total trado.
Other linos of trads in order of importance according to dollar value of instalmonts
are ag follows: furnituro stores, $24,751,900; radio and music stores, $14,030,300;
household appliance storos, $10,946,400: womon's clothing stores (including furriers),
37,049,800; and jewellery stores, .5,465,800,

Retios o: instalmeont to total salos reveal that in tho furniture group
where the goods handled aro of a relatively expensive nature, the instalmont system
accounts for between 60 and 70 per cent of the annual turnover. Houschold zppliance
stores in this group handling roefrigorators, electric stovos and other such articles,
were highest with a ratio of 69.5 per ccnt; furniturc stores were noxt with 65.4 per
cont; while radio and music stores transacted 63.9 per cent of their total trade on
the instalment plan. Jewellery stores, in which the practico of instalment selling is
becoming increasingly prevalent, had an instalment ratio of 24.9 per cent.

In women's clothing stores 13.6 per cont of the total business was
on ingtalmonts compared with 2 ratio of 7.5 per cent in men's clcthing stores. Tho
inclusion of fur shops with womon's clothing storos is a dociding factor in this
comparison.

Handling, &s it doos, 2 hotorogonoous stock of merchandise which to
some degree is repregentative of the commoditios handled in all rotail storos com-
bined, it is porhaps not merely coincidental that ths department store ratio of in-
stalment sales to totzl so closely approximates thet of tho corresponding ratic for
combined retail trade.

I1.-~Cystomors’ Accounts Outstanding, Dgcember 31, 1937

Custcmers® accounts outstanding on tho books of rotail firms at the
end of December, 1937, were 7.0 per cent highor than the amount recorded on the cor-
responding date in 1936. The value of cutstanding accounts on Decomber 31, 1937, was
9242,970,400 compared with 4227,162,500 in 1936. ig the total retail trade was 11.1
por cont higher than in 1936 there is no reason tc beliove that thore was any apprec-
iablo increase in the proportion of credit business transacted or that there was any
docline in tho promptness with which customers® accounts wore paid. In view of the
fact that customors® accounts outstanding formed 10.3 per cont of the total sales in
1936 and 9.9 per cent in 1937 it may bo considered that a slight improvement took
place.

Figures in this repcrt rolating to accounts include only those appear-
ing on the books of retail merchandising firms and are exclusive of the amounts due
to financing corporations o: automobiles and other articles ¢f merchandise to which
this method of buying is common. Accounts written off by morchants aro alsc excluded.
Accounts outstanding, thorofore, recprosent tho unpaid balances on Docember 31, 1937,
on credit and instalment purchases made prior to or during the yoar, which wore car-
riod by retail firms on thoir own books.

In all provincos oxccpting Manitoba an increase in the valuo of out-
standing accounts was shown over 1936. Manitoba rogistorod only a slight docreasec.
In only three provinces cf the Dcminion is the percontago imprcvoment in sales less
than the incroase shown for accountis outstanding. British Columbia with a salos gain
of 11.4 per cent had outstanding accounts 12.8 per cont highor than in 1936. Salos
in Prince Edward Island were up 3.5 por cont and customers' accounts, 6.3 per cont,

-
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whilo Saskatchewan showod = drcp in sales of 2.1 por cont against an incroase in the
amounts carriod on thc books of 3.5 por cont.

Provineial distribution of the amounts owing rotail morchants at tho
ond of 1937 3& as follows: Optaric, 490,379,900; Quobec, $52,417,100; Saskatchowan,
¥24,445,000; British Columbim, %21,317,200; Alborta, $17,865,100; Manitoba,
¥14,246,300; Nova Seotia, #10,837,800; Now Brunswick, ©9,261,400; and Princo Ed-
ward Igland, U1,892,000. When sxpressed s a percontage of sales, accounts outstanding
range from 8.8 por cent of sales in Ontaric nnd Manitoba to 18.9 per cent in Sagkat-
chewan but it is werthy of note that in almost overy province this ratio was less
than the corresponding ratic for 1936,

In all kinds of business where instalment selling and crodit sales
form a fairly large proportion of the total trade, outstandiag accounts ware higher at
the end of 1937 than on the sime date of the preceding year. Country general stores
reported $3l,635,?00 outstending on Dgcember 31, 1937, an “ncrease of 1.4 per cent
but a sales gain of (.4 per cent in this kind of businoss also was rocorded. Depart-
ment stores showed the i-rgest increase over 1936 for all lines of trade with wmn 3
amount of ©24,312,200 appec.ing on their books or 25.3 por cont greoator then the amount
outstanding at the ond of tle provious year. Byt as department storc sales improvead
only 5.4 por cont it is se.o to ~ssume thet the increase in accounts is dus to more
extonsive instalment sell.ng. In the furniture and houschold group whoero the outstand-
ing account value consti’sutes elmost 50 por cent cof the annunl salces, %hore wore
¥39,088,000 owing to me'chants operating such lines of trade as furnitury stores,
housghold appliances, 'nd radics and music stores, this amount being 10.)1 per cent
higher then at thc end of 1936, Sales were up 15.5 por cont in this group., Amounts
owing in 1937 and percentage incroases ovor the praceding year fo; c¢thgr imporant
linos of trade were as follows: motor vehicle deanleors, 520,652,400, 5.3 per cent;
grocery and combinaticn stores, 418,133,500, 2.9 par cent; building materials group
(including hardware stores), $33,011,800, 1.5 per cent; and conl and wood yards,
%11,588,300, 3.8 per cent.

III,--Stocks on Hond December 31, 1937

The value of stocks on hand, at cost value, on Docember oD TR ) 27 R ot
retail stores is estimnted =t $442,350,000, or 7.1 per cent higher than tho inventory
value on the corresponding date in 1936. Tho index for stocks on tko bage 1930 =« 100
stands at 85.4 for 1936 and 91.5 for 1937 agninst sales indaxes of 80.1 wnd 89.0 for
the same years. Value of invenicries in country general stores at the ond of 1937
amounted to 464,724,000 or 4.0 per cont greater than in 1936; dopartment stores were
up 4.8 per cent with stocks valued at 40,229,000, while in grocery and combination
etozea inventory values were estimated at 33,927,000 compared with ,33,327,000 in
1936,

The percentage grin in stock values, in grocery and combination stores
for 1937 over 1936 was 1.8 per cent and in other important lines of trade the percon-
tage increases were as follows: drug stcres, 2.5 per cent; women's apparel stores,
4.5 per cent; furniture stores, 6.1 per cent; hardware stores, 6.6 per cent; family
clothing and shos stores both 7.6 per cent; and mon's and boys' clothing storos, 9.9
per cent, .

1Ve-=Selarios 2nd Wagos in Rotail Trade, 1937

Salarios and wages paid to omployees ongaged in rotail morchandise
trade in 1937, amounted to 235,788,000 cr 7.9 per cent groateor than the »218,525,000
paid in 1936. Incronses wers recorded in all provinces of the Dominion excepting
Prince Edward Island wherc 2 decrease cf 0.9 per cont from 1936 was reportod. Tho
rate of increase in wage paymonts was gonerally below that of tho totel value of retail
saeles which averaged 11.1 por cont for Canada. Saskatchewan recorded an incroase in
wages of 1.6 per cent against = decreasc in salas volume of 2.1 per cont. Total wages
paid were higher in every kind of business group in 1937 than in 1936 and in the auto-
motive group the improvement wes as high ns 12.6 per coent. The sales in this group,
however, were 24.5 per cont higher than in the preceding year. The romaining kind of
business groups showod gains ranging from 5.8 por cent in both the food and restaurant
groups to 9.2 per cont in the building mmtorials group. The wage payments included in
this series comprise wages paid to both full and port-time employces but are oxclusive
of remunsration received by proprietcrs 2ctively engaged in retail trade.
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V.--Gross Margins for Independent Siores in Retai) Trade

The gross margin or profit of independent stores in Canada, for all
kinds of business combined, averaged 23.2 per cent of sales in 1937 and was almost
unchanged from the corresponding ratio in 1936. This means, that of every hundred
dollars spent in independent retail stores, a gross profit of twenty-three dollars and
twenty cents is derived by the merchant to cover his operating e xpenses and to pro-
vide him with a net profit. Or, to express it in a different manner, out of every
hundred dollars in sales, the merchant pays $76,80 for merchandise delivered at his
store.

Each firm reporting to the Census of Merchandising was requested to
state its annual net sales, inventory value at the beginning and at the end of the
year, and the dollar value of goods purchased during the year. The cost of goods
purchased includes inward freight, duty and all other expenses incurred in receipt
of merchandise, less the value of 2ll returns, discounts and allowances. Operating
expenses such ag salaries and wages, rent, light, telephone, etc., naturally are not
included in the cost of goods purchased. Tho cost of goods sold during the year was
calculated by adding the inventory value at the beginning of the ysar to the cost of
goods purchrsed and thon doducting the inventory value as of Dscomber 3lst. The
gross margin or profit is ropresonted by the difference betwoeon tho cost of goods
sold and the total net sales and is oxprossod as a porcontage of sales.

Gross margin percontages for independent stores, whon oxamined by kinds
of business, reveal that of the 32 difforent kind-of-business clmesifications, no
less than 25 showed changoes of one per cent or less from last year and only in one
instance did the percentage change differ as much as three points. This was in fur
shops where tho gross margin ratio declinod from 40.2 per cent in 1936 to 37.2 per
cent in 1937.

Of all lines of trade stroight grocery stores and country general
storos operate on the lowoest gross margin with respoetive ratios of 16.0 and 16,2
per cont of sales. In custom tailors, whore a large expense is inecurred in proces-
sing meterials bafore final delivery to the customer, the gress mrrgin or profit
amounts to about 57 per cont of the seles, the highest in the series. For tho same
roason restzurants operatc &t a margin of over 40 por cent and in jowollery storos
where the stock turnover is slower than in most lines, the ratio is elso over 40 por
cent, Combination stores, that is stores selling both grocorios and meats, operated
on a margin of 17.1 per coent while moat markots reportod & ratio of 21,4 per cent,
the highest "of all stores classified as food storce. Wasto in handling goods of =
perishable nature and more highly paid staffs of employcos, togother with the main-
tenance of moro elaborate equipment, arec influencing factors in meat markets.

Gross margins in the main lines of trade in the clothing group were:
28,3 per cont in men's and boys' clothing and furnishing stores; 29.1 per cent in
women's reedy-to-wear stores; and 30.5 per cont in shoe stores. Ratios in other im-
portant kinds of business in the rotail moerchandisec field wero as follows: depart-
ment stores, 29.3 per cent; automobile dealers, 17.6 por cent; hardware stores,
25.3 per cont; furniture stores, 32.2 per cent; coal and wood yards, 20.4 per
cont; and drug stores 29.7 per cent.

When gross margins for chain storeos are compared with ratios in indep-
endent stores operating in tho same line of trade, it is found that, gensrally, the
chain store has a highor margin of profit than thc independent. In ns much as chains
perform both wholesaling and retailing functions, a higher gross margin compared
with the independoent store is to be expected. Comparative figurcs for chains aond
independents for a number of lines of trade are given 4n the following table,

Chain Stores Independents

YT TR S PO 16.6 16.0
COmbi natFIoN & e 55,0 o oeriters 185782 LG
Meat mablkeits seim e oo oo 22.5 21,4
Bhoe. EIGOREBN & 2w ots o6 sioteis 29.1 30,5
Hardware stores ..e.c.... 25.0 25.3
DEag "eREBr G e Siaxes o ol 32,2 29.17

Tobacct BROLBE" & led od o ie 24,8 20.C



Table l. --Instalment Sales for a Sampie Numbsr of Inderendsnt Stores Reporting in Selected Kinds of Business, 1937
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Number of Tolal Sales | Instelment Salec I
Kind of " stores report~ | Totel Sales * gll firms report- y A \ % of
business ing instalment all firms ing that they sold Amount Total Tctal
end Province information g . | __on instalments A e e T8
v & 3

Department stores \

Caliiada . ./lueos o ] 276,483,000 i 268,376,700 28,383,100 o) 3 10.6

EROEEC (ua M oo lin et s 10 41,532,600 ; 39,079,200 5,920,600 14.3 15+%

OREaN0 wfo ¥ o e b for 22 105,681,900 103,957,400 13,089,700 12.4 12.6
Men's and boys' clothing stores

Canadas i Y. « 4% 552 22,259,000 4,774,400 1,850,400 8.3 38.8

Quebec ...... 2% 006 T .o 119 5,610,300 1,365,700 413,200 7-4 3055

OnBarilE - Jopers B Wi < 228 9,881,800 1,929,800 787,400 8.0 40.8
[Women's Clothing stores

(27N 1210 (- I IR R == T S oS 493 18,114,700 5,870,500 1,784,200 9.8 30.4

DBOPEIC ochei vnels, wms) sTo0E ollenr % 121 4,179,200 560,100 83,500 2.0 14.9

BB AGHENG, (¢ . oo i B 3. . 206 7,926,1C0 3,49, 500 755,600 9.5 24.0
Furriers -~ fur stores

Canada «...... Lo OB o 122 6,130,200 s Gla g A0 2,232,600 36.4 49.5

Qeleel kel K. . L oo ieremn B o 45 2,070,100 1,421,800 577,100 ) 40.6

Ontario v.e... B et 41 2,343,100 2,030, 600 1,046,400 44,7 51.5

British Columbia ...... 12 790,700 410,000 247,200 31.3 60.3
[Hardware stores

(TG 2 e R, S 880 662 23,943,200 6,283,100 1,193,000 Sl 3T 3 (0)

CBIEDECE" %, e « SLFersvyilohetoxe 5 o 107 5,144,400 718,400 171,900 R 22.1

B EG .00 0 Y5 L 253 259 10, 339,500 3,220,200 754,100 Ry 29,4
Furniture stores i

Canada .c.ccccvevcvnosns 302 22,193,500 19,880,800 13,951,300 6.5 70.2

Maritimes ..... R 2 25 1,735,300 1,541,600 848,700 48.9 55.1

Quebec ...... b gk Sk 47 7,581,300 7,252,800 5,647,700 74.5 T8

OnBatiio « . im i B s D 164 8,773,900 7,178,700 4,875,300 55.6 67.9

B ROUSRIOIS) wxore.cls 5.0 54 Sasha oo 37 2,529,200 2,394,900 1,620,500 Gyl Gl

British Columbia ...... 29 1,573,800 1,512,800 959,100 60,3 63.4




Table 1.--Instalment Sales for a Sample Number of Independent Stores Reporting in Selected Kinds of Business, 1937 (Cont.)
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1 I ‘ II i p 4 i IV
i Number of Total Sales Instalment Salgs
Kind of ' stores report- Total Sales all firms report- % of % af
business ing instalment all firms ing that they sold Amount Total Total
jand province information in AI on ins?alments 307 LT fith IGIE
¢ e v
Household Appliance stores
Canada ...... o o, 0 e ¥ 82 3,894,800 3,795,800 2,124,400 Bl 5 56.0
QUGHOGC — 5 Tv . Fo4 s oo tepuscom 8 735, 500 722,000 441,000 60.0 6l.1
QERMELO wu o ues vafsotones 54 2,200,500 2,115,500 1,094,700 49.7 51.7
Other home furnishings stores
[ - 99 4,132,800 1,733,900 949, 500 23.0 54.8
QUECIRER & & s 90 o B b o 24 1,302,500 734,600 418,300 34,2 56.9
GRG0 oo vutmar et n wesye i‘ 50 2,045,200 629, 500 383,500 18.8 60.9
Radio & Music stores
BRI & v o oo ine apipine 218 10,825,900 10,623,700 6,550,600 60.5 61.7
T T S TR 47 430,300 420,700 198,500 46.1 47.2
e R — 36 2,648,200 2,586,600 1,530,600 57.8 982
GRBEETT 5 swase vammian. i e 9% 5,136,200 5,034,500 3,176,200 6.8 63+1
BAlNEGREE oo vnedun R r 43 1,554,000 1,524,700 898,400 57.8 58.9
Bedtish Colutibia .. ..«%es 29 1,057,200 1,057,200 746,900 70.6 70.6
Book stores
Canallly o . v oe « sorsaimerom. 90 3,151,100 416,000 53,700 1.9 12.9
GRS, whse: - o R gl 38 1,336,100 202,700 44,200 3.3 21,8
Jewellery stores
T T SRR 288 7,263,000 4,372,700 1,849,800 25.5 42.3
T PR 32 620,800 347,400 145,600 23.5 41.9
R — 48 1,287,600 707,700 188,200 14.6 26.6
0 P 109 3,297,800 2,028,200 979,900 g8 3 48.3
PENNES «oupovhirys sbpwnn 617 1,191,900 676,900 242,700 22,4 35.9
British Columbia ....... 32 954,900 612, 500 293,400 10 7 47.9
[




o Sample Humper of Independesnt ltorss Reportiang in Selected Kinds of Business, 1937 (Cont.)

[ A —

-, I & TL A-Tg T | e, - !
! Number of i e Total Sales i Instalment Sales A |
kind of stores report- ! Total Sales all firms report- i | 7 of T 10
business i ing instalment e gl LAk rs ing that they sold Amount 7 Total Tetal
and_ Province . It _infermation | itne L on insialments f in IT in TIT
| I ¢ v e
lotor Vehicle Dealers {
el s < 5 0557 -5 oo Tt 1,874 : 214,363,400 (x) 85,058,400 39.7 (x)
MEHRIRIIRE < . o oo co0o. a5y b 96 14,029,300 (X) 6,377,500 45.5 (x)
R S« -1a 5 ovore e @l 203 39,974,900 (x) 15,107,000 37.8 (X)
O el R A ia 704 97,445,100 (x) 40,367,600 4.4 (x)
| PRIERACE . v. . 5.0 « ogi k=l 739 38,359,400 (x) 12,662,900 33.0 (x)
’ British Columbia ....c... 139 24,554,700 (x) 10,543,400 42.9 (X)
|

All stores did not report instalment information.

was carried on.,

(X) An (X) indicates that information is not available.

This table includes stores reporting instalment sales or that no instalment business



Table 2. --Total SZgtimated Instalment Sales in Canada
for Selected Kinds of Bysiness, 1937

S s ——

Instalnent Sales

K Bysi T i 3 > o

ind of Bysiness otal Sales Am?un cimeh alkie

P v

Totals, selected

Kidigs of DRSNS b .0bs . oade 906,351,000 2334 139,600 25.8
Department 8t0res s.coccecssess 288,096,000 29,673,900 . 3
Men’- 2nd boys' clothing storas 61,289,000 4,598,000 9
Women's clothing(including

PhPriors) oPOres .udh.ssnsss 52,318,000 7,049,800 136

GERAWAIRE. SHOres "¢ ih .o« b 80k 59,741,000 3,043,000 Skl
BygEniture stores ....00iodaeina 37,824,000 24,751,900 65.4
Household appliance stores ... 15,752,000 10,946,400 69.5
Other hiome furnishing stores , 7,650,000 1,972,800 25.8
Radio and music stores ........ 21,961,000 14,030,300 63.9
B TOEEE0 ol . <o tu o Do b'F i o 7,035,000 109,100 1.6
dgialldery SHODOR u. ¢ «iuis vl 21,943,000 5,465,800 24.9
Motor vahicle doealers .vessces: 332,742,000 132,098,600 3947
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Table 3.--Retail Salsc and Accounts Oubstanding on Beoks

of Rotail Firms on Docomber 31, 1937. by Provinces

W e ————— £ —— 3 TN g o >~y = Lasd ==
| Accounts Outstanding,
Retail Salesg, 1937 December 31, 1937
I = L AR e RS
Province - % Change 7 of i Change
AL ST (1) Amount |_Sales (1)
Bt e
CANADA(2) ............ |[_2,453,725,000 | + 11,1 | 242.970,400 9.9 |+ 1.0

Prince Bdward Igland ...... 11,748,000 | + 3.5 1,892,006 | 16l 4 )

Nova Scotia - LD <L 99,336,000 T 1256 10,837,800 10.9 + 9,5

New Brunswick ....... : I 76,656,000 a5 9,261,400 12.1 + 4.5

1. J% ' :

Qiehac -..... T T g yes # 565,921,000 % 0326 52,417,100 9.3 + 0,8

ONtario .....ivevevennaeees || 1,022,068,000 | +11,9 1 90,379,900 8.8 + 9.3

MERSLTERA . o5, oo mmm ) T ; 161,253,000 ot S 14,246,300 8.8 = 1OE6

|

Saskatchewan ..... soimeioy It w129 060008 - 2,1 24,445,0C0 18.9 + 138

]
o T P S Ag J 152,402,000 CLRC N 17,865,100 e % + 6.5
Britiﬂh Columbia 38 ¢ .o < ,I‘ 23,),T4C ,OOC + llod-' i 21,317,230 ; 9:2 + 12.8
b2l L
(l) Percent change from precoding ysar.
(2) Includes Yukon and Northwest Tsrritories.
Table 4:--Retail Jales snd Accownts Oytstending on Books
of Rotail Firms on Lecembs: 31, 1937, hy lypas of Operation
] e AR S s e A A T A N T L Wi m;xz::::rmkrmn:rm::zaﬂ';-. g L L =
Accounts Outstanding,
Type of Operation and e Sbadl Salos, 3937 A - O . December ), 1537
Kind of Business 7 Change i % of |% Change
jo 8 Skt e | el _Amount _ Sales (1)
oot AN SU Y ¥ S oun
= ?

ALl Stores, Total ......... [l 2.493,705,000 1 +11.3 | 242,970,400 5.3 hd s
Independent stores ..... 2,039,581, 700 + I8 5 209,444,200 10.3 + 7s@
CRESER (EHOFOIE Sy, sye ot N s Tl e o T T BT 33,526,200 J:1 i 6af

Grocery and combination
stores, Total .......... fl_ 347,792,000 | + 6.9 18,133,500 57 5 R
Independent stores ..... 231,362,300 | + 62 16,935,500 P ¥. 4.9
Ghsix stolel sdi. cowhh oo 116,389,700 | + 8.4 1,198,000 1$0 ¥ W2

Shoe stores, total ........ |l.___ 30,253,000 ; + 5,8 4 __ 712,790 2.4 - 0.4
Independent stores ..... 20,160,000 | + 457 671,100 3 ¥ bd
Ol ABareE . JL.ee . o 10,093,000 | + 8.2 | 41,500 .4 - 21.4

Y |

Drug Stores, Total .......o L, LAdE + (24,000 | + 7.3 . JU. ..25.369.900 ek + 3.8
Independent stores ..... 54,560,70€ | + 64,6 2,219,100 4.3 + 3.0
Chain BILOPBIE! onielels o Tiroloye l4,lb3,300 g LOSE i 15(‘:,800 ik + 1693

(1) Per cont change from preceding vear.




Table Jo.--Retail Sples and Accounts Outstanding on Books

- IS

of Retail Firms on December 31, 1937, by Provinces

A e e e e

ﬁ 1937 | Accounts Cutstanding,

Kind of Business ! Retail Sales Decemberg?l, TRy

%#Change o of |%Change
Amount (1) Amount Sales (1)
; T 3

SATAL , ALL STORIB '. . i Al o0 o v Sl ol S0 I BUTH S| Bls 242,970,400 Shr ~r (- 50)

0hod Group . BHRA WA L. ... ... - 519294 @08 |+ . Jeb B 25,508,500 4.9 | + 3.6
Bakery product storos {other

than Manufacturing bakeries) ... 9,667,000 1+ Sl 8,300 S | ¥ D
Candy and confectionery stores .. 39,598,000 | + 7.8 612,300 dod-| * 197
Dairy products dealers (other

than manufacturing dairies) .... 35y844,000' | + 8s9 1,811,200 L I T
Fruit and vegetable stores ...... 14,983,000 ) wdls; 311,900 2.1 + 8.7
Grocery and combination stores .. 347,752,000 | + 6,9 18,133,500 Sral |t 29
Meat markets (including sea food 54,865,000 | + 7.1 3,546,300 B8 | ¥ 0B
Other food stores ..... V54 e 6,345,000 | + 6.6 1,134,400 1S 1+ &4

Country General Stores, Total, 194,430,000 | + 6.4 31,635,200 L e i d

General Merchandise Group,

_ o e TR | AT, 384,571,000 + 6.6 28,455,700 7.4 % W2
Bepartinent SE0re8 .5 . i eeis cnk . 288,096,000 | + 5.4 24,312,200 8.4 | + 25.3
Bl EBREE BHOIrel i oo eoeibioe e 26,627,000 [ + 8.1 1,327,800 5.0 | + 4.8
General. lierchendise stores ...... 18,963,000 | ¥ 10.2 2,761,200 1540 1% 1883
Variet:f StOI'eS *es v caesasesersancn 51’585’000 t 11.5 54’500 Ool - 4501

Aytemotive Group, Total «....s 458,939,000 | + 24.5 30,520,400 bl i & 6o
Mgibor” viehicle dealers ....ceesoes 332,742,000 + 2944 20,652,400 682 S Sl
Accessories, tires and batteries. 94333,000 § + 158 913, 600 sl "+ 2ha8
I PtetXoRE. oo v o dhetn,i »usan s ns i 79,132,000 4=+ 149 3,901,600 Sdl | 4 - gl
o S R SRR e 36,908,000 ) S 4,583,400 12.4 S
Other automotive establishments , 2,585 080 1\ + 1.0 469,400 1D | +' 223

Appaped Groum, TobAl Jeiw..oms I8  Donbee . + | 6a8 15,464,300 B 4 48
Men's and boys' clothing and fur-

nishings (includes custom

RRRE) .. b . b T8 e o 06 Vg 61,289,000 | + 7.7 5,204,800 8.5 |- 0.4
Family clothing stores .......... 43,482,000 | + 9.1 4,800,900 L@ |+ g
Women's apparel and accessories

BRONGE . ou . s e MR = 52,808,000 | + 5.3 4,745,900 9.1 %+ 6.8
SHAE BRaraE . matils + ooh ? gings sedd 30,253,000 (% 5.8 712,700 2.4 |~ 0.4

Building Materials Group,

TOMEEL 4+ o vs oo s Was s sunabenb o sompaddiatie oo S afal ll as i Jegn 1t B0 6 = 08
fardiare SlOTaE 14 sl TN o8 by 59,741,000 | + 10.7 12,002,600 261 1+ &%
Lumber and building material .

de&leS R S I N A S A I A I S N Y 46.399,000 + 9.7 17'161’600 3700 o 102
Other building materials (in- .

cluding roofing materials) ..... 6,360,000 | + 15.3 1,001,100 L5 4 Gk
Electrical, heating and plumbing, .

paint and glass 8NGPE . cvive.ioe 10605,000 | *+ 13.8 2,846,500 245 |+ Dl

Furniture and Household Group,

Total ® €9 0 0 a9 FO O L REE e PIODOeND 83_.1871000 + li'i 39’0881000 47‘0 + 10“l
Mirgitusse st0888 k0 svegs s doee 3 08600 | + 174 15,964,800 ®.2 | + 63
Household appliance stores ...... 19,768,080 [ + 7.3 10,455,700 Bt | ¥ BRSNS
Other home furnishings stores ... 7,650,000 | +12.8 1,464,100 19l et 919
Raldi'o! iand! musilch sHOIGEE! 1. 06 &kt st 21,961,000 SHINTERL 11,203,400 51,0 + 420
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Table J.--Retail Sales and iAccounts OQutstanding on Books

of Retail Firms on December 31, 1937, by Provinces

(Continued)

Kind of Bysiness

1937

Retail Sales

Accounts Outstanding,
December 31, 1937

%Change % of |%Change
Amount (1) Amount Sales (1)
7
Restaurants, Cafeterias and
Eating Places, Total ...crssee Gk, 940 000 1 & &5 297,700 8.6 4.5 a5
Other Rotail Stores, Total ...|| 445,817,000 | + 10.7 || 38,939,400 8.7 [+ T.4
Farmers' supply stores ......¢... 45,320,000 | + 18,4 5,794,800 9B I . 3ed
IUEE IR OB 1. e tla's o gnv e 1+035,000 § % Laed 888, 700 1256 | + 18
Coal and wood years (including :

B St . wic ap o e iR 78,840,000 | + 3.8 11,588,300 14.7 | + 3.8
SRR 08 Lo o koo sl ol s b 68,724,000 43 B 2,369,900 3.4 + 3.8
IR & 6. 0s 5005 006 % 308 abee Bl 7,114,000 it %0.3 720,300 110 = U@l all
JRRLEY STRres k' dlisius ke 21,943,000 | + 10.5 3,954,800 P8t § + LG8
Office, school and store supplies o

and equipment dealers .......... 18, 5995088 | + 189 4,037,600 2475 .0
Tobacco stores and stands ....... 26,605,000 | + 8.6 728,100 BT+ Gl
Government liguor stores ........ 14,305,000 §/+ 12.9 - - -
Miscellaneous kxinds of business .

(including second hand stores) . 90,467,000 | + 5.4 8,856,900 98| + . Suil

(1) Percent change from preceding year.



Table 6,--Retail Sales and Stocks on Hand, 1936 and 1937

All Stores and Selected Kinds of Business

' i Stocks on Hand, #Znd of Year {
l Total Sales (at cost) 5
i 7 of
Kind of Bysiness | 1937 ; ; 1936 1937 Change
| ' 1936-1537 2. ] 293672937
g $ : ¢ ? i
A1l Stores, Total oecvreeveveonsese || 2,208,142,000 2.453.715.000 i 2 413,C25,000 442,350,000 _ + 7.1
z : t i
Grocery and combination stores cc.esscccoseco i 325,261,000 347,752,000 J 6 3 327,000 33,927,000 +1.8
;Country A NENE SHIOT QIS ¢ b o255 o hor ik obed o s arh - o 182, 724,00C 194 ,4-80,00" ' g G . 62,225,000 64,724,000 =040 i
IDera T "SERBE  no s he « oo o s s oo Grn e b o !, 273,253,000 | 284,096,200 | o 1 38,386,000 40,229,000 Suchl i
on'g and boys®' clothing and furnishings c.eo ! 5,897,000 | é1.289, 001 : Ty i -19,93%,009 21,907,000 + 9.3 f
uramlly USRS OLEIE & cxul, 5Ts 2o Sinle loralonsiol ol 4 a3 ié %Q;-803, 90 | 43,452,000 ! b % 1% 3385000 15.838. 000 ER R
'Jomew s apparel and AccesSOries ca.cecccocsezo LA6R000 i £2,2:.8,000C ! R ¥~ 1%,350,000 _4,,)0,000 + bl
T BT e W O USRS S | 2,000 | 30,253,000 ! + 5.8 | 11,537,005 1.2, 434,000 + 7.6 3§
@Hardware ST TR B e e O B C P ot fac . 972,000 ! 565 T OO0 S OET § . 23,935,000 25,493,000 + 6.6
NS S APIFRE L - < keks e B o cib v oho o oncacie s, clele.ofs s srefo 000 ; 37.824,¢ £l . 10,539,000 g, T ! S (518 ;
U R Y e (0 T o IR L S Y . s i oot | 000 : 68,724,000 =k T IR 21,250,000 21,781,000 2k

v o




Table 7 _--Retail Sales and Salaries and dages paid to Bmployees in Retail Trade,
by Frovinces and Kind-of -Business Groups, 1936 and 1937

z_—_m_m———.——-—-‘—-— e
: m_——_——t——‘— SALES i SALARIES AND WAGES
g i Per cent Per cent
Province and Group 1936 1937 change change
. " _1937/1936 1936 1937 1937/1936
) v v v
Piifce ENBand Dalabid — oo « o500 oo m b s 11,351,000 11,748,000 + 3.5 770,000 763,000 - 0.9
B IR o, 5 oo oo i & s o o8 i s 88,249,000 99,336,000 +.22.08 6,904,000 7,587,000 + g5
New Brunswick «..e.o.eo. L | . oy 66,965,000 76,656,000 +14.5 5,414,000 5,869,000 + St
T T T e s s et 498,143,000 565, 981,000 i L2 50,668,000 55,684,000 + 9.9
e i e e g e A Rt e 913,223,000 1,022,068,000 +11.9 95,406,000 102,538,000 ¥ Wb
IEEUER .. e v enias SO - 4.5 .00 il 148,541,000 161,253,000 + 8.6 15,803,000 16,672,000 L ¥
Do e T R o S 1 N § hos s 131,935,000 129,166,000 v 2l 11,236,000 11,416,000 ') il
T T SRR T ) et | 138,853,000 152,408,000 + 9.8 12,228,000 13,218,000 & Gl
BRRhiEh. Coliumbil Al <onash s « 15 « <5 ol 5.2 rronsmilins o 208,913,000 232,740,000 v B 19,830,000 21,754,000 ¥ - Sl
(l)CANADA, TR ..... T e 2,208,142,000 2,453,715,000 5 724k 218,525,000 235,788,000 T fad ‘:
(W8]
L]
Bandl B s st oo o /0 ok e B B i 485,001,000 519,354,000 o Tl 36,600,000 38,740,000 + 5.8
COMANEY TEROEE ] BHRONEE .« « «.irvc +'on s oio v suwmbsn 182,734,000 194,480,000 . Bl 8,281,000 8,840,000 * Guil
General merchandiSe EBrouP ceeoeeececscessea 360,829,000 384,571,000 + 6.6 51,157,000 54,509,000 + 6.5
g homoltE BIRAID &% ko s .sreendats. e 368,599,000 458,939,000 + 24.5 33,048,000 37,219,000 +12.6
AT SeREN B o s o o gl o oae e et o 175,373,000 187,312,000 Gl 18,723,000 20,.115,000 s ol 7
Building materials group .c.eeo.... SR 112,003,000 124,115,000 + @8 11, W00 13,018,000 NG )
Furniture and household group ......... s e 72,023,000 83,187,000 + 15.5 11,131,000 12,103,000 +  JEn
Restaurants, cafeterias and eating places . 48,762,000 51,940,000 + 6.5 9,800,000 10,373,000 + 5.8
G FERaLL SRR o) s e o Doonimbioe abdili i 402,818,000 445,817,000 + 10.7 37,868,000 40,874,000 + Tl

(1) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories.
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Table 8.--Gross idargin Percentages of Nei Sales {or Indecendont Stores in Seiecied Kinds of Business, by Provinces, 1937
(Gross margins based upon aggregate sales and aggregate gross margins of the reporting firms)

] I Canada ' 1937

g oy yebution i 1936 | 1937 | Changel P.E.T. | N.5. | N.B. | Que. | Ont. | hiane | Sask.] Alta. ] B.C.
Eandy ‘and conlB Gl AREFY - SHOROE. ... ..o o .in onoa it sis | gl 1 8.2 0.0 (X) | 275 | 270 | 8147 | 32.4. 1 368 | 20s0r | dicn Ueko
Fruit and vegetable stores ...... Gk s ge- Sl o, el ewosn ll 1900 | 19.5 | +.0.3 AR (X) 2Lal ! 18sE | 8 (X) (X) a2
EIROEERET IR % o v oolbh % Tk 5t s o0 o) i s ammins i Sucmyain Pl 16.6 | 16.0 | - 0.6 Med 135.2°% 14,5 | Fou | Wbai2 | A2 | lsgle huabs [958
G155 - T ——— A S TR YT Y Y PP aapp—— P16 L | - 0.8 36, & 1662~ 16.3 [0 | 1Hag . riasss & DA ik e
TR TR T S S gliveRe 4N I} BT LT agedel] 226 P L4 1= A2 (X) J 188 | 20.5 {205 | 208 4 -dhes =2t s PR 22.5
Country General stores ..qeece... AL maovitrad saeamiass Sl 16a8 I ME2 | =01 dam@rl18.9 | 2.5 | 8.0 |-30ep” 4 =t T 0o - ik 15.9
Dapar Lpphid SORBaE. . .o 555 58 p o Bendises so0cs S drppis oI PR ol Rede §-29.3 bei-Gwe 33,00 30.5 L2848 0 a0, | 308 | 2SE Tl | 205 | Sl
GRS T T e R S B P P — Mowe 1006 L 2 1.2 Iy 1) | 287 | e LYl L ESs | eet Datsse
Accessories, tires and batteries ...... he 2A G AL . i ol Blub 4 29eb - 2.0 e (X) (X) 30,6 - () (X) (x) (x)
{ Y YT R Sy e R VB e e s AL soae mmaiie JI S0 (NSRRI 'S A (X)) 117.5 | 19=2 | Lges Erea 128.2"1'8.s | 3.9, tAE
I d amid’ EopE" | el g TBOFGE v i ew i ne ity ons e s whae (b 3045 L300 DR 6 E) (X) 30.2 | 3858} (G (X) (x) (X)
Men's furnishings stores ........ deowie e o & o SRS smiesdl] © 2929 F 3040 s Bea (XY | (38 (X) 30.3 | 3.8 | (g8 (x) (X) (X)
lien's and boys' clothing and furnishings stores ...... oot 8.1 {283 o408 (b =2 | 2691 | WO A0S | &0 Dadls Els REEd
Custom tailors and made-to-measure Clothing ...eeeveoe... Jie7 ¥ 5720 b (X) (x) (X) 58.% | 585 | S 4 E {3 (X) .
Family clothing stores ....... RA T (e P 1 we fl dob -} 20k L Tn (8 tebu3 | 22.4 | 202 | 2008 | 2Bt | 2tma | Baed a2
Women's ready-to-WeaTr StOrES .ueesecnceeoocoenesnoansnnns 29.0 29.1 (0 (X) 26.3 24.3 27.8 29.7 33.1 24 29.3 30.5 |
Hosiery, corsets, lingerie ...... I s il 287 48848 1| -NS (X ) (X) 29.2 | i3 A 2 (x) | (X) (B '
g 1 Vineny [BBOI0E .- civs sk ool Wy S ., P Dt domd il Bl | Agnds 4 - 18 (vl % (X) 51.6 | 43.6 | (X) (x) (X) (x)
Furriers—=fur shops ......e... P RSN PRR py—S—aa  | doed | e 3.0 (X) (X) (X) 39.1 | 36.4 | (X) (X) (X} (X)
Shoe SLOres eovecseerens b B o L &, e L et 2905 * 1"'30.5 | ¥ s (X) |32 |25.9 1-89.9 | 29,8 ([ 3g | 408 | 3.5 "6
Hardware stores ........ AR Pt s st i "H5 a4 ge JERSN IR L Gk (& 384 ['20.7 1 @S | 25.8 1 2040 8l [SE8ed | Nk
jLumber and building mateTi8le weeeveseessessevessenseenes | 26,8 |25.7 |-1.1 (%) 2laY. [ Efed 428 | i | 2688 |- Moe | okl 1| B4
jbumber and building materials, coal and Wood .....eeveses el | 28.5 | 03 (X) | (x) (X) 33.8 | Al (981 P28 | .2 | e
Furniture stores ...... W, 3 anas A, Ay D aaieadll 324 L Wi e G2 (xy [3%.1 337 | 3.8 138,80 | $g 1 869 0.2 | 208
a0 InAd MUBLC SEOTES ... s0saswdeddin.s B L8 L it Il SRR sl () [36.1 J X | 3884 3059 | S6aP | 862 "34e9 | 360
{Restaurants, cafeterias and eating places ...... Y 42,1 | 41.7 |- 0.4 || (X) |40.8 | 35.9 | 44.7 | 43.4 | 42.2 | 35.7 | 38.2 |41.2
ok ERdlais . et A S ST SSNT I BRTE S| SR e buodt pvitmaveos || SRS 3G 4~ 2B @ 7.4 [ 308 | Bia2 laki At (X) (x) 29.9
iCoal and wood yards (1nclud1ng T A T R 399 |agt I+ aLs (X) [17.2 }23.0 | 28:3 | 20.6 | 20.1 | 23.9 | 17.8 [28.5
Drug stores ........ B B o o b lieih pe . iiaiie saew® ]l ikl o] |- 04 275 i 2%.9 @307 1 .80.7. | el 28T S -hliinl e
e W T T . WCRE NS 5 [ pT i 1 T YT o || 40.9 |41.5 |+ 0.6 (X) [43.6 |42.7 | 39.1 |41.8 | 39.0 | 40.5 | 40.5 | 42.9
'0ffice, school and store supplies and equipment dealers.. || 39.3 }39.5 |+ 0.2 (x) (X) (X) 40.3 | 38.0 | 41.0 | (X) (X) (X)
Lobacco Gy T T R S T — 2lal R0 ~ =Ty G 119.5 |24 | Wed | ddelofedilial R 1 aRE .o [

fn (X) indicates that the number of reporting firms was too small to provide representative gross margin data.
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