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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SER'ICE ESTABLISHMENTS

Miscellaneous Statistics on Retail Trade, 1938

Reports have already been published showing estimated retail sales for
1938, in total and for selected kinds of business, both for Cinada as a whole and also
for the several provinces. This bulletin presents the results of compilations based on
supplementary information secured in connection with the annual survey of retail trade
oonducted by the Internal Trade Branch of the Burecu of Statistics. The supplementary
information secured relates to year-end inventories and accounts receivable and to pay-
rolls for the year,

Singe the flow of many lines of consumer goods must be well maintained
during good times and bad, it is natural to find that retail trading as a whole fluc-
tuates from year to year to a much smaller degree than do most other phases of economic
activity. Retail sales were estimated at §2,L0L,756,000 for 1938, down by only 2 per
cent from the 42,453%,715,000 recorded for the preceding year. Results for individual
lines of business reveal no marked deviations from the general trend. Even motor ve-
hicle dealers, whose sales aro generally most sensitive to variations in purchasing
power, were able to maintain their annual turnover for 1938 within 7 per cent of the
1937 level. The decline in new motor vehicle sales alone was considerably greater than
that recorded for the line of business as a whole. There were 121,165 now motor vehic-
les sold for $135,011,908 in 1938, down 16 per cont in number and 10 per cent in dollar
value from the preceding year. "The smaller decline in tggregate turnover of motor ve-
hicle dealors is evidonce of the stabilizing influence which supplemontery activities
such as the sale of used cars, gas, oil and accessories and raceipts from repair and
service operations have on the trend in total business for this line of retail dealing.

Inventories in retail stores were estimated at $4:3%,060,400 at the close
of 1938, also down by 2 per cent from the figure recorded for the cnd of 1937. Here
again results for individual lines of business reveal marked similarity in percentage
change in stocks over the period under review. A deccline of U per cent in stocks car-
ricd by grocery stores and meat markots may be attributed to a similar decline in food
prices, the Bureacu's retail food price index declining from 79.1 for December, 1937 to
76.2 for December, 1938,

Comparison of year-to-year trends in retail sales and year-end inventor=
ies over the period for which data aro available indicate that Cancdian retail merchants
have been fairly successful in keeping their inventory position in line with current ro-
quirements. It must be remembered, of course, that high and low points in inventory
holdings seldom coincide with year-ends so that comparative figures for successive year=
ends do not necessarily reveal the total variations in stocks on hand.

Customers accounts outstanding on retail merchants'\Bnoks were 3 per
cent higher at the ond of 1938 than at the close of the preceding year., Total receiv-
ables were valued at $249,707,300 at tho end of 1938 compared with §24,2,970,400 at the
close of the earlier period. This incrcase in accounts outstanding during a period
when sales were undergoing some curtailment would indicate that thore was either a
greater proportion of busincss transacted on o credit basis or that therc was some in-
orcase in the average length of period for which accounts were outstanding.
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“1'. Accounts outstanding on the books for country general stores totalled
%31,650,700 at the close of 1938, unchonged from the end of the preceding year, in-
creasss in Nova Secotia, Quebec and untario offsettiny reauctioiis in receivables in the
other provinces of the Dominion. Accounts receiveoble for grocery and combination
stores increased 2 per cent from $16,133,500 at the end of 1537 to 518,556,700 at the
end of 1938, Separate figures for independent stores and chain stores reveal the much
more restricted credit policy cherzcteristic of the chain store in the food retailing
field. Receivables on the books of independent grocery ond combination storcs totalled
$17,103,800 at the close of 1938 or 7.0 per cent of cnnual snles. The corresponding
figure for chains was §1,452,900 and, while this roprescnted only 1.2 per cent of annual
snles it was an increase of 21 per cent over the amount recorded for the chain store
companies at the close of the preceding yeoar. Accounts outstanding on the books of de-
partment stores were L per cent higher at the close¢ of 1958 than on the corresponding
date 2 year earlier, an increase which may be attributed at least in part to the more
estensive credit facilities introduced in 1937. Accounts reccivable were unchanged in
British Columbin over the period under review; Prince Edward Island and Alberta repor-
ted decrenses while in 21l othor provinces there were incroascs. Provincial figures
are shown in the attached tables.

Salaries and wnges paid to employees totalled $239,967,00C in 1933, up
2 per cent from the 235,788,000 calculated for 1G37. Alberta reported the greatoest
percentage increase with o gain of 8 per cent followed by Quebec with a gain of L per
cent. Prince Edward Island and ilanitoba reportcd minor decrouses while other provinces
indicated slight increases in payroll.
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Table l.--Trend in Sales, Stocks and Receivables in Retail Trade, 1937-1938

(All Stores and Sclected Kinds of Business)

.
-———

p-. i Year-end | Year-ond
NSIALL SALES stocks [recoivables
Kind of Business Kumber Number | % % %
stores |reporting| Change Change Change
reporting| inerease|1938/1937|1938/1937| 1938/1937
7% A %
TOTAL, ALL STORES .cecoesevsosafl 25,008 10,956 - 2.0 + 2& ¥ 2.8
Candy and confectionery stores ..... 59l 270 - 1.9 # 4 Qv g LSk
Doiry product dealers (othor than

nanpfacburing dairics) voeeeeooios 161 89 O - Bl + 2,44
Fruit and vegetable stores scevcosse 220 91 = & + » + 12.9
Grocery and combinaticn 2t0res ..... 4,915 2,039 = Ouby - L.2 + 2.3
Yieat markets (including fish

o R R O R 1,033 519 + 18 - L.3 - 1.6

Country General Storss seseeess 2,957 1,321 = B - 2.0 (x)
Departmont stores ...esvsiveccsomane 12, 3l - 3,3 - 3.5 + 3,8
Dl"y goods stores I A N AN N Y S S AT NIy 313 97 = 2-6 — 2.1 - 1'2
General merchandise Stores seeeeeses 1132 Ll - 7.3 ) 19 - 3.8
VEPEEY SHBOrEE wise o i o otbs olign o ovade L2 227 + 1.9 6.3 + 20.6
Motor vehicle de8lers seeeeseasesces 1,2%6 190 - 6.5 - L0 + 2.3
Accessorics, tires and batterios ... 172 103 + 4.9 - 3.9 + 2.4
BUISal: SEatSoRE. .o v v ts web s oo i s o 589 326 + L. + Nl g T
T s T LN . 432 229 + 2.4 + 3,2 (x)
Men's and boys' clothing and fur-

nishings (including custom

) T SN S 90 236 - 7.7 - el + 5.2
Family clothing stores sseeeseesssss 570 12 s 6T - 6 + 0.5
Women's apparel and accessories

B B «  hie it teeme d b $60 bard o B 1,080 378 - 3.3 = a8 + L.6
DI EIMRIES s oo vanes o@ihes ni e ok R 712 2Ll - 3.2 = B8 + 5,1
ERREl S 5oras T s i oq i He S sieliaB 1,134 520 F Ouly =t IR B . 2e8
Lumber and building material declers 1,082 506 - 2.3 - L¢3 + 0.5
Cther building materials (including

pOREONE DateRlalls) . vvted it o 22 12 + L.5 - 0,2 -
Electrical, heating cnd plumbing,

PRIRE ol Zlasl T o oo ormmed s sls 571 92 *_ i - 2.9 1 SME
B RN DTEEERS: oo coitismmd 5 n s dls 5 ol Le2 149 - 5.7 - Q8 + LS
Household appliance stores seeecsses 386 142 - ST - 1.6 + 12,3
Other home furnishings (including

floor coverings, ocurtains, etc.).. 125 38 = w8 - A + 0.4
Rediq M H0sde sHAres .. ... 0 vor i 287 97 2 - Tl + e - 0.2
Formi@@ s supply stoPos <. v» st ssaarns Lok 148 - B¢l - 6.0 + 0,3
R SRS . oo umest ot b 5 IR 114 52 . sl . 98 + 0.9
Badd andawe ol HalaE | we o5 5« bt d Ul b aeE 512 287 - 2.3 = B + U3
e SHEEE - ST . Sk s s v kb ey o SRS 1,L82 663 - 0.8 4+ + 2.4
BRICTOIE 15 oo ilvin o' sofhom o os Il ot 158 72 - 2.3 + R s Jib
dewellcy THEFEE . vt o6 ¢ s00 ¢ « 0l i d b 382 188 - 2.6 - 14l + 5.9
Office, school and store supplies

and equipmont AeLlers wisooise s e 215 92 - 3.5 - 3.9 £ e
Tobdpcol Maros angd 'BEANAS . .ue v s Lo7 189 + 0.1 - 0,2 + 7.3

~ i i o e

" (x) lio change.




Table 2.--Retail Sales end stocks on Hand, 1937 and 1936

(A1l Stores and Selected Kinds of Business)

i
S H En
Total Sales tocks o? a:ngast)d of Year
Kind of Business % of 7% of
1937 1938 Change 1937 1938 Change
1938/1937 1938/1937
$ ¢ $ t
ALL St0008; TOBAL coveeerissnsnmsesassonssslll  2:053,715:000 | 2,50k 756,000 3 G LL2,350,000 | L33,060,000 o g
Gir ocEnpaing. conbiat ieh | SHOFGE ~ s o¢ os + alage « 0 a6 Gareil 347,752,000 36,397,000 = 0Lty 33 927,000 32,502,000 - L.2
Counlive BNl BHTER 0 B8 0 efomm e « s 500w o sl 198,480,000 195, 866,000 e X5 él,, 724,000 63,430,000 -~ | 240
U1 aReltarie st B oy Gl S OIS a0 CHHE (6 00 08 A8 0B 08B0 060 0.0 & 288,096,000 278,539,000 =4 e 40,229,000 28,821,000 il SG
Men's and boys' clothing snd furnishings stores ... 61,289,000 56,543,000 < Pt 21,907,000 21, 6L, 000 R
Bamidet cliofihlnlg SBEHOS "' s fies saps sve s xe wrne o (6 dughs oy 'd ol L3,452,000 140,559,000 = mERT 15,212,000 15,121,000 - 0.6
Viomen's apparel and 2ccesSOries StOres .eceesececese 52,318,000 50,572,000 - 3.3 14,996,000 14, 726,000 % LB
SHOE S OIEISE (otetelele s [SHeere T Relbr o e s-bisrsings s enorosorolthone sferore or Yoyot 30,253,000 29,288,000 - 3,2 12,414,000 12,178,000 - 1.9
N ndWaiReNSHORE S . /s ioiae b ikRs o sfons s ol slele) ssle elstele Forsrer <HaloRe Te 53,741,000 59,978,000 + 0.4 25,&93,000 25,187,000 - l.2
DRI €SB ORr S8 e+ a1 s+"3 5% § 7% SwalPe 580§ smiF oo o s TR 37,82l,000 35,656,000 - 5.7 11,181,000 11,148,000 - 0.3
RS RS wa. = ="+ o s, oJ W8] § ass 5] 5 BilassTe, 516 s-ailiail dnmropshird Il 68, 72L,000 68,164,000 - Ui 21,781,000 22,020,000 1




foble 7. --netail Sales and Accounts Outstanding on Books of nwtail

. 1

Firme

on December 31, 1938, by Provinces

Retail Sales, 1938

Accounts Outstanding,
December 3i, 1938

Province % Change v o as % Change
Amount ) Amount s e (1)
¢ $
CAHADALZ) J@e o ann oo onifl 250l 156 000 - 2.0 249,707,300 10iu + 128
Prinee Ecward Island eerv e 11,122’000 - 5.3 1,769,700 lf‘_.v.9 — 6.5
Nova SOOu‘.& “sscssecessesen 95,819,000 = 3.5 11.239‘100 llo? + 3-7
New Brunswick ccsessvesssas 71,637,000 P L 9,619,400 s At + 3.9
Quebec L] ®ee 008 sue se e agpg v 561,192,000 o] 0.8 56,“‘&,500 1001 + 7.1
Quldalio . ... RRE_ TS ) e 988, 696,000 - 3,3 92,426,900 .3 + 2.1
MERRATHOR  1e ' sxels elbliots o sHaks s dleke 160.690,000 5 003 lh,}hl,loo 6109 + 3.5
SaskotChewan «veessencesees 129,309,000 10,0 24,971,100 R B * 55
BHAR. . « ooo'e oosefdeiniinl 161,491,000 + 6.0 17,260,700 10.7 - 2.8
British CLABET NI 10 0 3 o0 B 0y 3 222'386,000 - LL-L', 21,351,900 | 9-6 + 0-3
i n
(1) Percentage change from preceding year.
(2) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories.
Table l.--Retail Sales and Accounts Outstanding on Books of Retail Firms
on December 21, 1978, by Types of Operation
! Accounts Outstanding
Reteil Sales, 1938 = z

Type of Uperation end - B e 351.1938

Kind of Business % Change 7 of % Change

Amount (1) Amount Sales (1)
$ $

All Stores, Total ..ceesesofl 2,404,756,000 | - 2.0 || 249,707,300 | 10.4 + 2.8

Independent stores .....|| 1,990,307,700 2.4 212,633,600 10.7 + 1.5

Choin stores N ceeh ol lah,LL8, 300 0.1 37,073,700 8.9 + 10,6
Grocery and Combination

Stores, Total seesssesss A6y 382 600, | <L Gl 18,556, 700 5.4 + B

Independent stores ..... 229,548,000 =408 17,103,800 F.5 + 1.0

Chein stBrES | .sh-«adlE 116,649,000 0.4 1,452,900 1.2 + 21.3
Shoe Stores, Total ' ue..ss 29,288,000 | - 3.2 duadapch I - b ) NE

—

Independent stores ..... 19,271,000 S 1 701, 800 3.6 + L.6

Chain StOPeS e s RS es 10,017,000 - 008 }46,900 0.5 * 12-7
Drug 3tores, Total seseesss 68,164,000 | - 0.8 2,427,200 | 3.6 + ad

Indspendent stores s..ee 5L,036,900 = | @ 2,269,300 L.2 A NERS

Ch&ln Stores tcevsnsoveer 1)4,127,100 = 0-3 157,900 ! l‘lJ i h'?

(1) Percentnze change from preceding year.



Table 5.--Retail Sales and Accounts Outstanding on Books of Retail Firms
" on December 31, 1938, by Kinds of Business

193 Accounts Qutstanding,
. Retail Sales Decemher 31, 1938
Kind of Business 7 Change % of | % Change
Amount (1§ Amount Snles (1)
¥ 3

TOTAL, ALL STORES seecessesess| 2,404,756,000f - 2.0 {|2,9,707,300] 10.4 8.8

HEBa Group,, ¥otal . i, Saeyd f. 9 518,893, 000lF = 101 20,061,000 5.0 + 2.0
Bakery product stores (other than
manufacturing b&keries) s e ss 0 9’759.000 - 2.1 6,900 Ool 16.9
Candy and confectionery stores .. 38,863,000] - 1.9 619,200 B 142
Dairy products dealers¢ (other

than manufacturing dairies) .... 37,062,000 + 3.4 1,85L,600 5.0 + 2.4
Fruit and vegetable s5tores .e.... 14,690,000{ - 2.0 352,200 2.4 + 12,9
Grocery and combination stores .. 34,6,397,000| - 0.4 18,556,700 5.4 + 2.3
Meat markets (including fish

mrketS) Pesesesessesescesesseen 65,895,000 ) 5 1.6 3,&88,900 503 = 106
G0NeY Dodl) SHORES s+ coduhisiianl é,2R7,0000 " 1.9 1,182,500 | 19.0 ¥ il

Country General Stores, Total. 195,866,000 | - 1,3 31,650,700 | 16.2 (x)

General Merchandise Group,

Total PPrsee st e NN BB RNLIIRTS 573,953’000 - 2.8 29,262,200 7'8 i 2'8
Department stores o-oncoooso.vlool 278,539,000 - 303 25,229,200 9.1 o 5.8
Dry gOOdS SHEOBON | 4 Kelaetisyoine Helsiake 25.928,000 - 2-6 1,312,)400 5.1 - 2
General merchandise stores c..eee 16,930,000 - 7.3 2,654,900 1 15.7 - 3.8
ROt SBOTes o vuesw v sortornns 52,556,000 + 1.9 65,700 0.1 + 20.6

Automotive Group, Total ceesss Liil,877.000, = 3.7 31,369,L00 Tl + 2.8
MOtOI‘ VehiC].e de&ler’s P 0000 311,026,000 - 6-5 21,126,500 608 €3 2-3
Accessories, tires and batteries. 9,785,000} + L.9 935,500 9.6 + 2.4
BRI Shaltd GRS oo s s Vool o 80,310,000 | + L.l 4,176,900 5.2 + =Rl
G&rages P e B eCEPs N LRI ELPIOIEINE IR RSN 37’607,000 * 20)4 LL,bUB,ZUO 1201 (x)
Other automotive establishments . 3,049,000 + 7.9 547,300 | 18.0 + 16,6

Afiparal Group, Dotal .ok s pdved 176,962,000 | - 5.5 16,016,500 9.1 + 3,6
Men's and boys' clothing and fur-

nishings (includes custom

tailOrS) s PP s et PRt ERNIPIORERLETS 56,5L‘3,000 - 7.7 5,1475,600 907 + 5-2
Family clothing Stores seeessesse 40,559,000} - 6.7 4,826,500 | 11.9 + 0.5
Women's apparel and accessories

stores ® 0PSB S TS E ISP IS v 50'572’000 —y 3.3 L|>,965,7OO 9.8 + h.é
Do SHUPGE" ve of womiongie § viBs § Silos 29,288,000 | - 3,2 748,700 2.6 + 5.1

. Building Materials Group, Total 123,572,000 % (Bl 33,592,200 | 27.2 + 1,8
Hondwelpe SHOreS o.oesicaesss sle uoim 59,978,000 | + 0.4 12,341,500 [ 20.6 + 2.8
Lumber and building materials

de&lel's frerseceressdtov s s v LL5,321,000 o 2.3 17;2514,100 38.1 it Ots
Other building materials (in- I

cluding roofing materials) ..... 6,647,000 + 0,5 1,058,100 | 15.9  Bs7
Electrical, heating and plumbing,

pdint and. glass MOPE: v she i nie 1d,68690001 + 0.1 2,938,500 | 25.3 ¥ B2

Furniture and Household Group,

Total Psec 80900000000 e0ss e 78,215,000 = 6.0 m,o76,700 52—5 s 5-1
FROABRUFCASEOROS dey o il o fndrsed s 35,656,000 - 5.7 16,687,900 | L6.8 + L.5
Household appliance stores ....e.| 15,164,000 - 3.7 11,742,100 | 77.4 + 12,3
Other home furnishings stores ... 7,065,000 | -~ 746 1,170,460 |- €0.8 + 0o
Radio and music SIGOrOB s ss s oxels a¥e 20,328,000 - 7014 11,176,600 55.0 - 0.2
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Table 5.--Retail Sales and Accounts Outstanding on Books of Retail Firms
on December 31, 1938, by Kinds of Business (Cont'd)

1928 Accounts Outstanding,
. ; Retzil Sales December 31, 1938
Kind of Business 7 Change % of | % Change
Amount (1) Amount ks (1)
$ ¥
Restaurants, Cafeterias and
BRiEing PYAGOS" bo.s i oy Biel o 50, 176,800 1B . Z:li 301,800 0.6 + 1.4
Other Retail Stores .......... Lhs,1L4,,000| - 0.2 || 40,376,800 9.1 + 3,7
Banmers ! supply sBOFrES ..o« od 43,02L,000| - 5.1 5,809,800 13.5 + 0.3
[RRAlE BRAES 5 55 v.5 s lnE B e T 7,988, 0Dl o5 - Okl 896,900 12.8 + 0.9
Coal and wood yards (including
B08). e eusoiniiniodinsBonaenseall | T0B0 GEo DS 2301 dzbeamea) 57 | &+ K3
BELE BLFRE  «oobo.q ottt Jhs 4 &8, 2600000 - o8 2,427,200 2.6 +, 2l
BRRREE L7l sk s I B e 6,950,000 | - 2.3 T ERG N 16,3 | O
Jdewellory SEores . s oe's vda’s o 8 21,382,000 - 2.6 L,188,600| 19.6 + 5.9
Office, school and store supplies
and equipment dealers «.cecseeese 17,953,000 | - 3.5 o, 087,700 | &2.8 + l.2
Tobacco stores and stands .seeeee. 26,810,080 | . Qa2 781,500 2.9 + 7.3
Government liquor StoOres .sesss.e 77,298,000 + L.0 L & -
Miscellaneous kinds of business
(including secondhand stores) .. 99,642,000 + 2.4 9,379,800 9.4 + 5.9

1) Percent change from preceding year.

(
(x) No change.



Table 7.--Retail Sales and Salaries and Wages Paid to Employees in Retail Trade

by Provinces and Kind-of-Business Groups, 1937 and 1938

SALES ‘ SALARILS AND WAGES
Province and Group i " Per cent H Fey Teat
1937 1938 change 1837 1938 change
1938/1937 1938/1937
$ $ K ¥ ¢

Prince Edward Island .ceseecaos s, e 11,748,000 11,122,000 =583 763,000 755,000 —l?
e SR 0,78 5 e aasis s lbia a + » o0 303 5 a Il 99, 336,000 95,819,000 - 3.5 7,587,000 7,880,000 + 3.9
Nt BORR Sk oh el b es e s o o« o b ne/ig 76,656,000 71,637,000 A 1EET 5,869,000 5,910, 000 + 0.7
DR i o e B P emisin b Bis. » g ARBERE 565,921,000 561,192,000 - Ol 55,68L,000 58,119,000 + L.y
CIRERE vio.® o & 5o b o8 s a0 5 hn. ol o b S 1,022,068,000 988, 696,000 2 Zai 102,538,000 | 102,608,000 + 0.1
T R R S R R R e S 161,253,000 160,690,000 - 0.3 16,672,000 : 16,148l;,000 = Wmrh
S NENEEE s e srss e o5 s o Duot b 129,166,000 129, 309,000 + 0.1 11,416,000 11,596,000 + 1.6
= TR SR P L I PRI e SRR 152,408,000 161,491,000 + 6.0 13,218,000 14,207,000 + 7.5
Heitah ‘Collupbfa Moo, 6t co ool dorad 232,710,000 222,386,000 Al 21,754,000 238 107,900 + 1.7
T e U L G R S 2,L453,715,000 2,L0obL, 756,000 = "R 235,788,000 239,967,000 + 1.8

Rl (G +...ohs s B b s o e e g B 519, 354,000 518,893,000 = miled 38, 710,000 140, 18L,000 + 3.7
Calpitery general SEOrEE «.dus e doie s dusis o o 198,480,000 195,866,000 e AL 8, 8L0,000 9,187,000 + 3,9
General merchandise EZroup ceseececsssssse 38L,571,000 373,953,000 - 2.8 54,505,000 53,870,000 - 1.2
Al omOEbve. SROUD! (& Je¥elsistslers o als oretolars)s svalels o » 158,929, 000 Lh1,977,000 - 3.7 37,219,000 38,£81,000 T R
ARl TPOUD cevmw-o s deb Brvnsrafl o7 2.6 M orbirs 0.2 187,312,000 176,962,000 - 5.5 20,116,000 20, 2443, 000 + 0.6
Building materials Eroup cecesesesrecsses 124,115,000 123,572,000 - 0.4 13,018,000 12,425,000 + 3,1
Furniture and houschold Froup ceeecesssscs 83,187,000 78,213,000 = 6.0 12,103,000 12, 348,000 + SZ2LC
L.astourants, cafeterias and cating places 51,940, 000 50,176,000 - 3.4 10,373,000 10,408,000 + 0.3
Other Potall GHOFGE & o 255 sovol TS Ph' srsiors L5, 817,000 LL5,14l,, 000 o g8 Lo, 87L,000 11,621,000 + 1.8

(1) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories.
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