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CENSUS OF L&RCHANDISING AND SERVIC ESTABLI SHI€NTS 

scellane ous Statisti cs on Retail Trade 

Reports have already been issued showing total estimated retail 
sales in Canada and in each of the provinces for 1939-  This bulletin contains the re-
sults of calculations based on information regarding payroll, outstanding accounts and 
year-end inventories secured in comcticn with tha annual survey of retail trading 
establishments on which the esimates of retail saos are based. 

The dollar voi'nae of retail merchandise trade in Canada is estimated 
at G2,447,68,000 for 1939  or 18 per cent above the 2404,756000 recorded for the 
preceding year. Salarico and wages paid to employees in retail trading establishments 
but exclusive of compensation of proprietors are estimated at )245,871,000  for  1939  or 
2.5 per cent above the 235,788.00 paid out in 1938.  Increased payrolls were reported 
in all provinces, a iain of 3.8 per cent in saskatchewan exceeding the increases report-
ed in other regions and comparing with an increase of 11.7 per cent in sales in the same 
province. Percentage increases in payrolJ. over 1938 for other provinces are as follows: 
Prince Edward Island,. 3.6 _per cent; Nova Scotia, 4.3 per cent; New Brunswick, 2.5 per 
cent; Quebec 2.5 per cent; Ontario, 1.6 per cent; Manitoba, 3.1 per cent; Alberta, 
3.8 per cent and British Columbia 0.6 per cent. 

Retai1ors inventories were valued 7.5 per cent higher at the end 
of 1939  than on the corresponding date in 1938 ,  a gain considerably in excess of the 
1.8 per cent increase in sales over the period under review and indicative of the in-
ventory buying carried on by retail merchants during the latter part of the year. Total 
retail inventories were estimated at 465,540,000 at the end of 1939  compared with 
433,O6O,0OO at the CIOSO of the preceding year. Practically all lines of business re-
ported increased invcntories. Department store inventories at i45,3 04,000 wore up by 
16.7 per cent; grocery and combination stores reported an increase of 11.4 per cent; 
country general stores, 7.6 per cent; shoe stores 10.3 per cont; hardware storeB, 
7.7 per cent; furniture stores, 9.4 per cent and drug stores 2.6 per cent. Ltotor 
vehicle dealers form the mosi. important exception to the general trend.; inventories on 
hand at the close of 1939  for this trade averaged 7.6 per cent lower than at the end 
of 1938. 

aceonts outstanding on retail merchants' book8 averaged 
slightly hir 	the end of.l39 than at the clojo of the preceding year. Total re- 
ceivables were valud at )255,633,8OC  at the end of 1939  compared with 249,707,300  at 
the close of 1938, A marked decrease in the amount owing to retail merchants was re-
corded in Saskr.tchowr.n whore increased income from iiaprovod crop conditions was used in 
part to liquidate debts ncurr•ed during loss prosperous years. Accounts outstanding on 
retail merchants books declined by 7,3 per cent in Saskatchowan from 24,971,100 at the 
close of 193 8  to.23,157.100 at the end of 1939.  Llanitoba also reported a slight de-
crease of 0.9 per cent in receivables outstanding while all other provinces reported 
increases ranging from 1.0 per eent in Prince Edwtt:d Island to 5.1 per cent in Quoboc 

Rosuirs for individual lines of business reveal considerable differ-
ences in experience in the matter of outstanding debts. Ceun -try gonoral stores reported 
a doclino in receivables of 3.6 per cent. Bu most lines of trade averaged higher in 
outstanding accour.ts o.t the orid of 1939  than at the close of the preceding year. Dopart-
mont stores averaged 9 1 per cent higher at ,i27,513,300  at the end of 1939 comparod with 

252229,200 at the close of 1938-  Accounts outstanding on the books of motor vehicle 
dealers v:ore up by 2.3 per cont, furniture otores wo:-o up 11.3 per cent and jowellory 
storos 8.8 per cent. Figures for those and other lines of business are shown in the at- 
tachod tablos. 



Table 1. --Retail Sales and Stocks on Hand L  1938 and 1939 

(All Stores and Selected Kinds of Business) 

tocs on Hand, .bnU of Year 

of 	 of 
nge 	1938 	1939 	11 	Chang 

984 	 199/i 
Kind of Business 

All Stores, Total ...................... 

Grocery and combination stores ................... 

Country general stores ........................... 

Department stores ................................ 

Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings stores 

Family clothing stores ........................... 

Womens apparel and accessories stores ........... 

Shoestores ...................................... 

Hardware stores ............................... 

Furniturestores ................................. 

Drugstores ...................................... 

Total Sales 

193 8 	1939  

0 t719P 	7 , 5Qaq 
346,397,000 351,410,000 

195,866,000 192,188,000 

278,539,000 289,887,000 

56,543,000 j 58,058,000 

40,559000 4.2,206,030 

50,572 ,000 52,520,000 

29,288,000 29,327,000 

59,978,000 60,644,000 

35,656,000 36,698,000 

68,164,000 69,643,030 

43, 0 60 2900  

+ 1.4 32,502,000 

1.9 j 63,430,000 

+ 4.1 38,821,000 

+ 2.7 21,644,000 

+ 4.1 15,121,000 

+ 3.9 I 14,726,000 

-- 0.1 12,178,000 

+ 1.1 25,187,000 

+ 2.9 11,146,000 

+ 2.2 27fl2(LfYfl 

46 	_1.QQQQ 

37,084,000 + 11.4 

68,250,000 + 7.6 

45,304,000 i- 16.7 

23,636,000 + 9-2 

16,845,000 1- 11.4 

15,565,000 + 5.7 

13,432 ,000 + 10.3 

27,127,000 + 7.7 

12,196,000 + 9.4 

I .- 



Tab Ic 2. ietai1 3ales and .cco' ns Out stand ii 	oi.i3oci:s o fRetai1?irs 
onDecornbeU1 123bvFrovinces 

Retail Sales, 1939 	Aecounts C'utotanding, 
Province 	December 31 	1939 

- 	hange 	%of 
Amount 	. 	(1) 	Amount 	Sales 

CANADA.(2) 58 20Q4t 1 . 8  255,631,800 10.4 + 	2.4 

Prince Edward Island 11,431,000 + 	2.8 1,786000 1.6 + 	1.0 

Nova 	Scotia 	.............. 98,864,000 + 	3.2 11,665,500 11.8 + 	3.8 

New Brunswick 74,276,000 + 	3.7 10,045,800 13.5 + 	4.4 

+ 	0.6 599, 3 43,500 10.5 + 	5.1 Quebec 	....................564,537,000 

1 ,002,071,000 + 	1.4 95,723,600 9.6 + 	3.6 

Manitoba 	.................161,835 7000 + 	0.7 14,207,800 8.8 - 	0.9 

Ontario 	................ .. 

Saskatchewan 	............ 144,477.O00 + 11.7 23,157,100 16.0 - 	7.3 

Alberta 	................ 

.. 

161..21,000 + 	1.7 17,704300 10.8 + 	2.6 

British Columbia 223,769000 + 	o6 I 	21,739,900 9.7 + 	1.8 

Percentage change from preceding year,  
Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 

Table 3. --Retail Sales and A ceouns Cutstandin  on  Books of Retail_Firms 
3psof0ation 

Retail Sales, 1939 	Accounts Outstanding, 
Type of Operation and 	- 	 Dceomhor 	1939 

Kind of Business 	. Change '. of 	) Change 
Amount 	Sales 	(1) 

	

11 Stores, Total ....... .. 47658O0O 	+1.8 	255,633,800 	10.4 	+ 2.4 

Independent stores 	2,015,631,900 	+ 1.3 	219,691,000 	10.9 	+ 3.3 

	

Chain stores ...........432,026,100 	+ 4.2 	35,942,800 	8.3 	3.1 

Grocery and Combination 
Stores, Total 	l410O02 	+1.4 	51 	+ 0.7 

Independent coros 	227,5838O0 	- 0-9 	17,364,300 	7.6 	+ 1.5 
Chain stores ......... 	123,826,200 	+ 6o 	1,326,000 	1.1 	8.7 

Shoe Stores, Total 	29a21 000 	+0.1 	2.6 	+ 0.9 

Independent stores 	18,662,400 	- 3.2 1 	706,500 	3.8 	+ 0.7 

	

Chain Stores ...........10,664,600 	+ 65 	I 	48,700 	0.5 	+ 3.8 

Drug Stores, Total ...... 	62 4 , 000 	24 200 	_3.5 	_- 0.2_ 
Independent stores 	55,391,200 	+ 2.5 	2,242,500 	4.0 	- 1.2 
Chain stores 	14 2 251 9 800 	+ 0.9 163,000 	1.1 	+ 3.2 

(i) Percentage change from preceding year. 

5. 
1 



- 	3.3 6,430 
- 	0.4 614,200 

+ 	1.6 2,023,300 
+ 	2.4 384,700 
+ 	1.4 18,690,300 

- 	0.5 3, 606,500 
+ 	1.1 1,222,800 

,523,200 _30 

+ 	4.3 U.69.9O0 

0.1 - 7.2 
1.6 - 0.8 

5.4 + 9.1 
2.6 + 9.2 
5.3 + 0.7 

5.5 + 3.4 
19.4 + 3.4 

1.9 - 1-6 

8.1 I + 8.1 

9,438,000 
38,722 ,000 

37,654,000 
15,036 ,000 

351,410,000 

65,590,000 
6,296,000 

192.188.000 

- 4 - 

Ta10 4. --ReLaj. Sales and ccounts GuL5tandir1 on nooks of Retail Firms 

on December 31, 1939, by Kinds of Business 

1939 	Accounts Outstanding, 
Retail Sales 	11 December U. 199 

Kind of Business hangs 	A of 17. Change 
(i) 	11 	Amount 	Bales 	(1) 

TOTAL, ALL STORES ...............12 

Food Group, Total ............... - 

Bakery Product stores (other than 
manufacturing bakeries) .......... 
Candy and confectionery stores 
Dairy products dealers (other than 
manufacturing dairies) .......... 
Fruit and vegetable stores ........ 
Grocery and combination stores 
Meat markets (including fish 
markets) ......................... 
Other food stores ................. 

Country General Stores, Total ... - 

General Merchandi8e Group, Total - 

1_,656,000 	+ 1. 

4.146.000 I + 1. 

800 I 10.4. I + 2. 

61548,200 I 	5.1 I + 1. 

Department stores ................ 
Drygoods stores .................. 
General merchandise stores ........ 
Variety stores ................... 

Automotive Group, Total ......... 

Motor vehicle dealers ........... 
Accessories, tires and batteries 
Filling stations .................. 
Garages ........................... 
Other automotive establishments 

Apparel Group, Total ........... 

Men's and boys' clothing and 
furnishings (includes custom 
tailors) 	......................... 

Family clothing stores ........... 
Women's apparel and accessories 
stores .......................... 

Shoe stores ....................... 

Building Materials Group, Total 

289,887,000 + 	4.1 
26,018,000 + 	0.3 
17, 095,000 + 	1.0 
57,027,000 + 	8.5 

441.246.000 - 	0.2 

	

302,889,000 	- 2.6 

	

10,300,000 
	

+ 5.3 

	

86,118,000 	+ 7.2 

	

38,887,000 
	

+ 2.9 

	

3,052,000 
	

+ 0.1 

182 .111.000 

58,058,000 + 	2.7 
42,206,000 + 	4.1 

522520,000 + 	3.9 
2 9,327,000 + 	0.1 

127.74,000 + 	1.4 

27,513,300 
1,383,900 
2,674,000 

68,700 

31,963,100 

21,618,600 
964,300 

4,278,700 
4 ,553,700 

547 ,80o 

16.87 .100 

5,612,600 
4 ,953,000 

5,552 ,300 
755,200 

?.192 .400 

9.5 + 	9.]. 
5.3 + 	5.4 

15.6 + 	0.7 
0.3. 4.6 

7.2 -i- 	1.9 

	

7.1 
	

+ 2.3 

	

9.4 
	

+ 3.1 

	

5.0 
	

+ 2.4 

	

11.7 
	

06 

	

17 . 9 
	

+ 0.1 

	

1 3 
	+ c. 

	

9.7 
	

+ 2.5 

	

11.7 	+ 2.6 

	

10. 6 	+ 3.1.8 

	

2.6 
	

+ 0.9 

	

26.0 	- 1.2 

Hardware stores ................... 
Lumber and building materials 
dealers .......................... 
Other building materials 
(including roofing materials) 

Electrical, heating and plumbing, 
paint and glass shops ............ 

60,644,000 + 	1.1 12,136,700 20.0 

48,716,000 + 	7.5 16,81o,000 34.5 

6,845 9 000 + 	3.0 1,163,900 17.0 

11,529,000 - 	0.8 3,081,800 26.7 

- 1.7 

- 2.6 

+ 10.0 

+ 4.9 



Furniture and Household Group, 
Total 	............................ - 	79 	,26 000 1.4 

36,698,000 + 	2.9 
Household appliance stores 14,791,000 - 	2.5 
Furniture 	stores 	................ .. 

Other home furnishings stores 7, 185,000 + 	1.7 
Radio and music stores ............ 20,652,000 -- 	1.6 

Restaurants, Cafeterias and 
-0.4 Eating 	Places 	.................. 

Other Retail Stores 	............. 460,111,000 ..3...j 
Farmers' 	supply stores 	........ 40 1038,000 - 	6.9 
Book 	stores 	...................... 7,122,000 + 	1.3 
Coal and wood yards (including 
ice) 	............................. 

.. 

83,135,000 + 	7.9 
Drug 	stores 	........................ 69,643,000 + 	2.2 

6,772,000 - 	2.6 Florists 	............................ 
v: Joellery 	stores 	................. 23 + 	7.8 

Office, school and store supplies 
and equipment dealers 	........... 18,551,000 + 	3.3 

Tobacco stores and stands ........ 

..,044,000 

.. 

27323,000 + 	2.6 
1 + 	5.1 

IAiscellaneous kinds of business 

.. 
Government liquor stores ..........81,227,000 

(including secondhand stores) 104,056,000 + 	4.4 10,388,000 1  10.0  1 + 10.7 

42,666.800 I 5.8 I + 

18,577,000 50.6 + 11.3 
11,408,300 77.1 2.8 
1,537,600 21.4 + 	4.6 

11,143,900 54.0 - 	0.3 

41,896,300 I 	9.1 I + 1.8 

5,662 2 200 14.1 - 	2.5 
825,300 11.6 - 	8.o 

12,127,300 14.6 + 	0.3 
2,405,500 3.5 0.9 

711,600 10.5 - 	0.6 
4,558,900 19.8 + 	8.8 

	

4,383,700 	23.6 	+ 7.2 

	

833,800 1 	3.1 1 + 6. 

- 	- 

'abie-. -- 	aci c uisCtstii.iiin on ioo:s cf 	Firms 

on December 31, 1939 by Kinds of Bsjos (Cont) 

1939 
	

Accounts Outstanding, 
Retail Sales 	December 31 	199 

Kind of Business Change 	of 	Chari 
_ 	 Amount 	Sales I 	(1 

(1) Percent change from preceding yeard 



Table 5. --Retail Sales and Salaries and ages Paid to Employees in Retail Trade 
by Provinces and Kind-of-business Groups 1938  and  1939 

S A L E. S 

'1 

SAlARIES AND WAGES 

Province and Group Per 	cent Per 	cent 
1938 1939 	change 1938 	1939 change 

1939/1938  1939/1938 
A A 

V -. 

11,122,000 11,431,000 + 	2.8 755,000  782,000 + 	3.6 Prince Edward Island ..................... 
95,819,000 98,864,000 + 	3.2 7,880,000 8,222,000 + 	4.3 Nova Scotia .............................. 

New Brunswick ............................ 71,637,000 74,276,000 + 	3.7 5,910,000 6,056,000 -- 	2.5 
561,192,000 564,537,000 + 	0.6 58,119,000 59,543,000 + 	2.5 
988,696,000 1,002,071,000 + 	1.4 102,608,000 104,301,000 + 	1.6 
160,690,000 161,835,000 + 	0.7 16,484,000 17,003, 000 + 	3.1 
129,309,000 144,477,000 + 11.7 11,416,000 12,622,000 + 	8.8 

lianitoba 	................................. 

161,491,000 164,211,000 + 	17 13,218,000 14,740,000 + 	3.8 

Quebec 	................................... 

Saskatchewan .............................
Alberta 	.................................. 

222,386,000 223,769,000 + 	0.6 21 ,754 , 000 22,304 , 000 + 	0.8 

Ontario 	.................................. 

British Columbia ......................... 

CANADA, TOT1L (1) 	................. 2,404,756,000 2,447,658,000 + 	1.8 235,788,000 245,871 9000 + 	2.5 

Food 	group 	............................... 518,893,000 524,146,000 + 	1.0 38,740,000 41,288,000 + 	2.7 
195, 866 , 000  192,188,000 1.9 8,840,000 9,495,000 + 	3.4 
373,953,000 390,027,000 + 	4.3 54 ,505,000 54,974,000 + 	2.0 

Country 	general 	stores 	.................... 
General merchandise group 	................ 

441,977,000 441,246,000 - 	0.2 37,219,000 38,933,000 + 	0.7 
Automotive 	group 	......................... 
Apparel 	group 	............................ 176,962,000 182,111,000 + 	2.9 20,116,000 20,902,000 + 	3.3 
Building materials 	group 	..... ........... .123,572,000 12 7,734 , 000 + 	3.4 13,018,000 14,008 2000 + 	4.3 

79,326 ,0 00 + 	1.4 12,103,000 12,614,000 + 	2.2 Furniture and household group .......... ..78 ,213,000 
Restaurants, cafeterias and eating places 50,176,000 

. 
49,969,000 - 0.4 10 ,373,000  10,476,000 + 	0.7 

Other retail 	stores 	...................... 45,144,000 460,911,000 + 	3.5 40,874,000 43,181,000 + 	3.7 

S 

am 

(1) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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