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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLI SHMENTS

Miscellansous Statistics on Retail Trade, 1939

Reports have already been issued showing total estimated retail
sales in Canada and in each of the provinces for 1939. This bulletin contains the re-
sults of calculations based on information regarding payroll, outstanding accounts and
year-end inventories secursd in commecticn with the annual survey of retail trading
establishments on which the estimates of retail sales are based-

The dollar voluws of retail merchandisc trade in Canada is estimated
at $2 447 656,000 for 1939 or 1.8 per cent above the 42;404,756,000 recorded for the
precedlng year. oetlaries and wages paid to employees in retail trading establishments
but exclusiva of compensation of proprietors are estimated at 5245,871,000 for 1939 or
2.5 per cent ahove the $235,788.700 paid out in 1933, Increased payrolls were reported
in all provinces, a zain of 8.8 per cent in Saskatchewan exceeding the increases report-
ed in other regions and comparing with an increase of 11.7 per cent in sales in the same
province. Percenioge increases in payrol) over 1938 for other provinces are as follows:
Prince Edward Islund. 3.6 per cent; Nova Scotia, 4.3 per cent; New Brunswick, 2.5 per
cent, Quebec, 2.5 per cent; Ontario, 1.6 per cent; BManitoba, 3.1 per cent; Alberta,
3.8 per cen? and British Columbia, 0.5 per cent.

Retailers’ inventories were valued 7.5 per cont higher at the end
of 1939 than on the corresponding date in 1938, a gain considerably in excess of the
1.8 per cent increase in snles over the period under review and indicative of the in-
ventory buying carried on by retail merchants during the latter part of tho year. Total
retall inventories were estimated nt ,465,540,000 at the end of 1939 compared with
$433,060,000 2t the close of the preceding year. Proctically oll lines of business re-
ported 1ncreﬂsed inventories. Departuent store inventorios at 445,304,000 wore up by
16.7 per coni; grocery and combinntion stores reported an incroase of 11.4 per cent;
country goneral storos, 7.6 per cent; shoec stores, 10.3 per cont; hardwaro stores,
7.7 per cont; furniturec stores, 9.4 por cont and drug stores 2.6 per cent. Lotor
vehicle dealers form the most importont exception to ithe general trend; inventories on
hand ag the closo of 1939 for this trade ocveraged 7.6 per cent lower than ot the end
of 1938.

Customers® account 3u+st"nling on rotall merchrnts books averngod
slightly hightr &% the end of .1439 th"n ot tho ¢loss of the proceding year. Totel ro-
ceivablos were valuad at 3255,633,80C at the ond of 1939 compared with 249,707,300 at
tho closc of 1928. A morkod decroase in the amount owing to roteil merchonts was ro-
corded in Sasknichownn whoro increcsed income from improved crop conditions wes usod in
part to liquidate dobts incurrcd during less prosporous yoars. Accounts outstanding on
raitahll mOTCHgJuS' books declined by 7.3 per cent in Snskatchowen from j24,971,100 ot tho
closoc of 1938 %0.0523,157,100 ot tho ead of 1939. linnitobr also roported o slight do-
creaso of 0.9 por cent in receivobles outstanding while =11 othor provincos reportod
inereascus ranging from 1.0 per cont in Princo Edward Islend to 5.1 por cent in Quobecs

Rosults for individunl lines of busincss roveal considorzcble diffor-
onces in oxpericence in the matter of cutstonding debts. Country gonoral stores roported
r. declino in receivables of 3.5 por cent. Bub most linos of irade avoragod higher in
outstanding cccourts ot the ond of 1939 than at tho close of tho preceding year. Dopert-
ment stores averaged 9 1 por cent highor ot 27,513,300 at the ond of 1939 compared with
$25,229,200 ot tho close of 1936. Accounts outstonding on the books of motor vohicle
dealers worc up by 2.3 per cont, furnituro stores wero up 11.3 por coent and Jowcllery

storos 8.8 per cont. Figuros for thosc and other linos of businoss aro shown in tho at-
tachod tables.
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Table 1l.--Retail Sales and Stocks on Hand, 1938 and 1939

(All Stores and Selected Kinds of Business)

i i - - ; ~Stocks on Hand, End of Yaar
: Total Szales ! (at cost)
: ; oo | o
Kind of Business 1938 i 1939 " Change 1938 i 1939 Change
pe— . i i i 1319/938 - | ‘ 1939/1938
3 ; v 2 ; v z |
i i ]
Galbls harer; Blodall . = oot o aob . . . ! 2,404,756,000 | 2,447,658,000 + 1.8 433,060,000 465,540,000 +_ 7.5
5 ] .
Grocery and combination StOres -....i......b-ucis. 346,397,000 351,410,000 + 1.4 5 32,502,000 37,084,000 + 11.4
Country SRR Sitarng 0 em 0, N ansh L) e ot 195,866,000 192,188,000 - 1.9 I 63,430,000 68,250,000 tehadn be,
Department stores -........ e e L sty st 278,539,000 289,887,000 + 4.1 38,821,000 45,304,000 + 16.7
Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings stores .. 56,543,000 58,058,000 + 2.7 21,644,000 23,636,000 + 9.2
Panily clotlfage SSMoreB. .« .- bl cunbooiomg & samonaiigs sl 40,559,000 42,206,000 + 4.1 15,121,000 + 16,845,000 + 11.4
Women's apparel and accessories stores se..oorvco.. 50,572,000 | 52,520,000 + 3.9 14,726,000 15,565,000 + 5.7
Shoo SHRIFEE v o - old e I} oBim . ol e 4 PR e ol 29,288,000 29,327,000 + 0.1 12,178,000 13,432,000 + 10-3
Hepdudies SHaBNE - o . @2 .o 02D, Vop @it 59,978,000 60,644,000 £ %5 25,187,000 27,127,000 [ + 7.7
Furniture stores e......... e 07 Y PG, | PR 35,656,000 36,698,000 + 2.9 11,148,000 12,196,000 + 9.4
] 5

iy 7T e RS NP PR s S RS ! 68,164,000 69,643,000 + 2.2 || 22,020,000 22,593,000 + 2.6
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abie 2.--Retail Sales and Accounis Cuistanding on Bogis of Retail Firms

L e v e e e )

on_Decem ber‘a_dwl939, bv Frovinces

—— - —
R ——

=
Retail Sales, 1939 Accounts Cutsianding,
Province e December 31, 1939
% Change . B of % Change .
Apount _ {1) Amount Sales (i
i ;

CANADA(2) .......... 2,447,658,000 ! + 1.8 | 255,633,800 10. 4 + 2.4
Prince Edward Island ... 10,488,000 [ +8.8 1,786,700 15.6 & 158
Jeva Sosiia .. ... A 96,864,000 | + 3.2 11,665,500 11.8 % 3.8
How BRRREwWick ... -i5 . 4 74,276,000 +  Bg 10,045,800 13.5 + 4.4
o TR S 564,537,006 | + 0.6 59,343,500 10.5 + 5.1
AT SRR L . 1,002,071,000 | + 1.4 95,723,600 9.6 + 3.6
Manitoba »...... s o 161,835,000 { + 0.7 14,207,800 8.8 - 0.9
Saskatchewan - .......... 144,477,000 | + 11.7 23,157,100 16.0 - B3
Alberta. «-«.ccc0nus . 164,212,000 + 1.7 7,704,300 10.8 + 2.6
British Columbia -....... 223,769,000 | + 0.6 21,739,900 9.7 + -8
(1) Percentage change from preceding year.

(2) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories.
Table 3.=--Retail Sales _and Accounts Cutstanding on Books of Retail Firms
on _Decemher 31. 193%. by Tvypes of Operation
m’:’:"r e v e e s o e T m"‘:‘:‘.-! g e " . —
Retail Sales, 1939 l Accounts Cutstending,
Type of Operation and | Decembar 31, 1939
Kind of Business i % Change ‘ { o of /7Change
T S T 5 Amount Sales | (1)
$ r 3 =
All Stores, Total «...... | 2,447,698,000 | + 1.8 1} 255,633,800 10.4 + 2.4
l
Independent stores .-..| 2,015,631,900 | + 1.3 || 219,691,000 10.9 P Cas
Ghalin (Stores ...« s 4. 432,026,100 £ 442 35,942,800 8.3 = J.ll
Grocery and Combination
Stores, Total «e.svevce | 351,410,000 + 1.4 18,690,300 . & Al
Independen® siores ic-» 227, 83 800 - 0.9 17,364,300 7.6 + 1.5
Chain stores .....-.s oo 123,826,270 + 6.0 1,326,000 1.1 « 8.7
Shoe Stores, Total «».«.. [ D T e Y G0 + 0.1 1552200 2.6 + 0.9
Independent stores .... 18,662,400 - 3.2 706,500 3.8 + 0.7
Chain Stores «......... 10,664,600 | + 65 |l 48,700 ghy by o8
. '
Drug Stores, Total .. ..69,643,000 ! + 2.2 2,407,500 3.9 - 0.9
Independent stores .. 55,391,200 | + 2.5 ! 2,242,500 4.0 - A
Chosa~alores = . . [ .ow8 14,251,800 i+ + 0.9 s 163,000 1.1 + 3.2

(1) Percentage change fiom preceding vear.
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Table 4.--Retail Sales and Accounts Cutstanding on Books of Retuil Firms

on Decomber 31, 1939, by Kinds of Businass

1939

Accounts Outstanding,

Retail Sales December 31, 1
Kind of Business % Change % of | Change
- Anount (1) Amount Sales (1)
v b
TOIRL, ABL STORBN /. iho....: dudph 2,447,658,000 1 + 1.8 |l 255,633,800 10.4 | + 2.4
O Ta-otip, TOHAL = . 6= i oo | 524,146,000 + 1.0 26,548,200 50l ga TR
Bakery Product stores (other than
manufacturing bakeries) .......... 9,438,000 | - 3.3 6,400 Ol Y A2
Candy and confectionery stores .... 38,722,000 - 0.4 614,200 1.6 | - 0.8
Dairy products dealers (other than
manufacturing dairies) .......... . 37,654,000 + 1.6 | 2,023,300 541 + 9.1
Fruit and vegetable stores ........ 15,036,000 { + 2.4 384,700 2.6 | + 9.2
Grocery and combination stores . 351,410,000 + 1.4 18,690,300 5.3 + A0
Meat markets (including fish
o )RR R . 65,590,000 | - 0.5 3,606,500 Sa5dk & | 3wd
QU Tood otopes ... ... ucudnes ; 6,296,000 1.1 1,222,800 | 19.4 | + 3.4
Country General Stores, Total ... | 192,188,000 - 1.9 0,008 86 ||| 15: P S0 B
General Merchandise Group, Total 390,027,000 + 4.3 31,633,900 8.8 4 4 .1
RDePRnas s "6t orRE o o0 s Hissn .. seves | 289,887,000 + 4.1 27,513,300 So 0 b »_ 39
DR S Bads shorBB <.t il kS . o e i . 26,018,000 | + 0.3 1,383,900 5.3 1 + 5.4
General merchandise stores ....... 17,095,000 { + 1.0 2,674,000 | 15.6 | + 0.7
YoSety stores oo .oov5. Ce e . 57,027,000 + 8.5 68,700 ol i 4.6
Automotive Group, Total ....... v o481 746 G0N Y -~ 0.2 31,963,100 7.2 1 + 1.9
Motor vehicle dealers ........... «»| 302,889,000 | - 2.6 21,618,600 ol E23
Accessories, tires and batteries .. 10,300,000 | + 5.3 964,300 9.4 | + 3.1
[ e stabiong ....14 V0 008, -0 86,118,000 | + 7.2 4,278,700 5.0 | + 2.4
BRG] i . .o | o e DT I 38,887,000 | + 2.9 & 593 B0 11T & @b
Other automotive establishments ... 3,052,000 + 0.1 541,800 17.9 ¢ B[O 1)
ipare) Groups Totald e« .t s » 1 182,111,000 | + 2.9 16,873,100 9.3 1 +' B3
Men's and boys' clothing and
furnishings (includes custom
LY R BBid - P T 58,058,000 | + 2.7 5,612,600 9.7 | + 2.5
Family clothing stores ........... : 42,206,000 | + 4.1 4,953,000 | 11.7 | + 2.6
Women's apparel and accessories ;
EXTEROIST e ookl be o ogl U1 i LT 5 . e Ed0 08P | 7 3.9 5,052,480 § 18561 +'11=8
B sDplE -~ e (e g S0 A 29,327,000 | + 0.1 755,200 2.6 | + 0.9
Building Materials Group, Total . 127,934,000 | + 3.4 H 33,192,400 | 26.0 | - 1.2
T TR L T R T 60,644,000 | + 1.1 12 136,700 | 20:0 | = 149
Lumber and building materials :
O T IS R R = . 48,716,000 | + 7.5 16,810,000 | 34.5 | = 2.6
Other building materials
(including roofing materials) .... 6,845,000 | + 3.0 1,163,900 | 17.0 | + l0.0
Electrical, heating and plumbing, : :
paint and glass shops -+...... gy 11,529,000 | - 0.8 3,081,800 | 26.7 | + 4.9
i




Y Tabic &.--Hetzil Seles aud Acccunts Outstending on Dooks of Reduil Firms

on December 31, 1939, by Kinds of Business (Cont'd)

T —
1939 !  Accounts Outstanding,
Retail Sales i December 31, 1939
Kind of Business % Change % of | % Change
Amount {1 Amount Sales (5
3 ;

Furniture and Household Group,

PRl 14 <08 - oS4l . b B T Sl 79,326 0001 3 .2 42,666,800 ) 53.8] + 3.9
Bialiice ‘storefeed. . . | 1 460 , whves - 36,698,000 + 2.9 18,577,000 | 50.6 | + 11.3
Household appliance stores «...... 14,791,000 - 2.5 11,408,300 77-1]| - 2.8
Other home furnishings stores -... 7,185,000 | + 1.7 155376000 21=41 + . 46
Radio and rusic stores ........... 20,652,000 | + 1.6 11,143,900 | 54.0| = 0.3

Restaurants, Cafeterias and

O R N B T 49,969,000 { - 0.4 130,800 0.71 + 9.6

Other Retail Stores ............ 460,911,000 | + 3.5 41,896,300 9.1 1 + 3.8
Farmers' supply stores ........... 40,038,000 | - 6.9 662,208 1 14 | 245
Bogll sabglpes ~ . - taadalb. . S0 1,122, 8008 -+ is3 825,300 | 11.6 | - 8.0
Coal and wood yards (including

- T AT S, B —— 83,135,000 | + 7.9 12,127,300 | 14.6 | + 0.3
Drug stores ..... R TR RRTR . 69,643,000 | + 2.2 2,405,500 3:5} = 0s9
BRORIGHS - -5 = oo o e 3 4% Rihc 208 o 6,772,000 { = 2.6 | 711,600 | 20.54 - 0.6
Jewellery Stores «-ceo.vvvviruns... 23,044,000 + 7.8 4,558,900 | 19.8 | + 8.8
Office, school and store supplies

and equipment dealers ........... 18,551,000 | + 3.3 4,383,700 | 23<6) +' J=2
Tobacco stores and stands »....... 27,323,000 + 2.6 833,800 EN I R
Government liquor stores r........ 81,227,000 S AT - - -
liiscellaneous kinds of business

(including secondhand stores) ... 104,056,000 | + 4.4 10,388,000 | 10.0 | + 10.7

]

(1) Percent change from preceding year.



Table 5.--Retail Sales and Salaries and Wages Paid to Employees in Retail Trade

by Provinces and Kind-of-Business Groups, 1938 and 1939

SALES ﬁA SALARIES AND WAGES

Province and Group i Per cent ' Per cent
1938 1939 change 1938 1939 change

1939/1938 1939/1938

3 e : 5 3 ‘ ;.
Prince Edward Island .--.-... P p— ces 11,122,000 11,431,000 + 2.8 i 755,000 782,000 + 3.6
Naia, Seligies 2400, <irap oo e o oo A 5 oy 4 95,819,000 98,864,000 + 3.2 7,880,000 8,222,000 v 4.3
NEw Brip el e v soe » e o srsiniois o = os 71,637,000 74,276,000 + 3.7 5,910,000 6,056,000 + 2.5
(11121 1-1 . S —— - R L. o 561,192,000 564,537,000 + 0.6 58,119,000 59,543,000 ¥, 25
O TR - Ml 4 oo e unte bt tome sl Iy 988,696,000 1,002,071,000 4 102,608,000 104,301,000 + 1.6
T T O e s - s o ol el T = 160,690,000 161,835,000 + 0.7 16,484,000 17,003,000 + B2
Saskatchewan ........ R 0o i, o dg- = 50 129,309,000 144,477,000 $ i 11,416,000 12,622,000 + 8.8
P N =T S S~ 161,491,000 164,211,000 + 1.7 13,218,000 14,740,000 + 3.8
British Columbia ..... S S e P = SR 222,386,000 223,769,000 + 0.6 21,754,000 22,304,000 + 0.8
R, TOTRR. W) oive s o aonosss o155 o 2,404,756,000 2,447,658,000 + 1.8 235,788,000 245,871,000 + 2.5
Food group »»vcv-e---- P L B 8 518,893,000 524,146,000 + 1.0 38,740,000 41,288,000 + 2.7
Ghuntiry gemeral otores w. v re e vpion s 195,866,000 192,188,000 e 1.9 8,840,000 9,495,000 + 3.4
General merchandise group .- .. ...c.c.... 373,953,000 390,027,000 ¥ s 54,505,000 54,974,000 + 2.0
CPTRYiE) ZD O] - 5 aw vt e s e i e i e 441,977,000 441,246,000 - 0.2 37,219,000 38,933,000 + 0.7
KARERIRL] TEX TR, e el s o & Al i e ] 176,962,000 182,111,000 + 2.9 20,116,000 20,902,000 + 3.3
Bgildinhg materiald group - .- o sen.s 123,572,000 127,734,000 + 3.4 13,018,000 14,008,000 + 4.3
Furniture and household group ........... 78,213,000 79,326,000 + 1.4 12,103,000 12,614,000 &2
Restaurants, cafeterias and eating places 50,176,000 49,969,000 + 0.4 10,373,000 10,476,000 + 0.7
OB “TeBalill BHOK0G « v nvv oot o g b o s 445,144,000 460,911,000 + 3.5 40,874,000 43,181,000 + 3.7

(l) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories.
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