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CENSUS OF :ERCHANDISING AND SERVICES

Miscellaneous Statistics on Wholesale Trade, 1938

The annual report for 1938 showing total estimated sales for
various lines of wholesale trade for Canada and the several provinces has already been
published.(l) The present bulletin presents results of compilations made from sup-
plementary data secured in connection with the annual survey of wholesale trade and
deals with salaries and wages, stocks on hand and accounts receivable at the end of
the year.

Sales of wholesale trading establishments averaged L.2 per cent
lower in 1938 than in the preceding year, all regions excepting only the Prairie Pro-
vinces reporting a decline. Sales in the Prairie Provinces were up by 3 per cent
while the following decreases were reported: British Columbia, L per cent; Ontario,
5 per ocent; Maritime Provinces, 5 per cent and Quebec, 7 per cent.

Evidence that wholesalers were maintaining careful check on their
inventory requirements is reflected in the fact that stocks on hand at the end of
1938 were lower than on the corresponding date at the close of 1937 by approximately
the same percentage as the decline in annual sales. Inventories at the close of 1938
averaged 5.3 per cent lower than at the end of 1937. This decline in stocks on hand
extended to all regions of the country and was found to exist in results for practicale
ly all individuel lines of business for which separate figures are compiled.

Accounts outstanding on the books of wholesale merchants totalled
$164,L143,000 at the end of 1938, down 2.8 per cent from the amount recorded at the
close of the preceding year. Ontario reported a decrease of 8 per cent; British
Columbia, 2 per cent and Quebec, 2 per cent. The Maritime and Prairie Provinces both
reported increases in value of receivables amounting to 5 per cent and 1 per cent res-
pectively. The slight increase in the Prairie Provinces may be attributed to the gain
in total annual business of 3 per cent over the preceding year. The 5 per cent inorease
in receivables in the Maritimes, when associated with the 5 per cent decrease in sales
in this region indicates an increase in the proportion of business transacted on & cre-
dit basis, a lengthening of the average length of period over which accounts were
allowed to run or a combination of these two factors.

Salaries and wages paid to employces in wholesale trading estab-
lishments were well maintained in 1938, the annual payroll exceeding by L.6 per cent
the amount recorded for 1937. All regions and practically all lines of business shared
in the increass, percentage increases for the various economic divisions being as followsa
Maritime Provinces, 3 per cent; Quebeo, 2 per cent; Ontario, L per cont; Prairie Pro-
vinces, 10 per cent; British Columbia, 5 per cent.

Information regarding the channcls through which marketers of pot-
roleum products distribute their goods is secured in connection with these annual sur-
veys. Results for 1938 indicate the following percentage distribution: sales to job-
bers, 16 per cent; sales to retailers, 52 per cent; sales to farmers and other primary
producers, 10 per cent; other wholesale sales, 16 per cent; sales at retail prices,

3 per cent; export sales, 2 per cent; other sales, 1 per cent.

(1)vholesale Trade in Canada and the Provinces, 1938. Price, 10 cents,
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Table 1.--WHOLESALERS PROPER - Indexes of Sales and Payrolls, by Economic

Divisions and Kinds of Business, for Firms Furnishing Information

for 1930, 1933, 1937 and 1938

Indexes of Per centj Indexgg‘bf Per cent
Total Net Sales change, Salaries and Wages [change,
19301 19331 1937! 193811938/37 |1 130 | 19531 1937 1938(1938/37
Maritime Provinces.....[] 100.0{ 67.9]| 99+3| 93.9| = 5.4 |[100.0 | 71.7] 8L.6] 86.7] + 2.5
ST T RS | o] 100,0] 65.9[100.2] 93.1| = T4l l100:1 | 63.4] 79.5]| Bl:3| + 2.3
ORBATI0 socoseoviineomadp 10001 68:9§105.1] 9941 » - 5.y [160%0 | 7h-2) 93:.6] 97l +  5:@
Prairie Provinces .....j 100.0| 60.6| 86.7] 89.3f + 3.0 [}{100.0| 63.8} 79.0| 86.5] + 9.5
British Columbia ......J} 100,0[ 63.5| 97.2] 93.8| - 3.5 [|100.0| 66.0| 96.5}101.4] + 5.1
CANADA sveveesanesf 100,0| 65.7| 98.7| 9La6| ~ Li2 ({100.0) 67.7] 85:7| 89.6] + L.6
Amusement, photographic
and sporting goods ...|| 100.0| 57.6| 9043| 9S¢l| + 10,0 {1100,0 | 7741 90.9[106.5] + 17.2
RUBRREEIVE: b o s o v oimios 100,0] 64.2|101.3110648] + 5.5 [|100.0) 71+2{100.6|10643]| + 5.7
Chemicals and paints ..]| 100:0| 92.3[139.L]12548| - 9.8 [|100.0 | 8644{117.5|120.9] + 2.9
Drugs and drug sundriesf 100.0| 79.1[105,7|10640| + 0.3 |{100.0 ] 7343| 88.0| 92.1] + L.7
Coal and CoKe eeessvsssff 10040} 85.3[119.1[108.4| - 940 [{100.0| 92.8] 99.6| 9748] - 1.8
Dry goods and apparel..| 100.0| 62.9| 8448 7640 - 10.4 {{100i0| 63.7} 71.5] 70.7] - 1.1
BlledBradal: a4t srerstiiere 100.0 )4.3-14 LT2%e 108‘8 - 300 100.0 5502 85'0 9106 & 7.8
Farm supplies ceeesveesff 100.0] SL.L| 9343 8244] - 11.7 |[100.0{ 82.3| 86.7| 86.2f = 0.6
Foods $lecsbesbsncenacsfl 100.0] 69.8| 98.7) 9543 = 3.5 {|100.0 | 7548] 91.2] 95.Lf + L6
Furniture and house
furniShings bevactre it 100.0 53‘5 89.9 83.0 - 766 100.,0 5307 67;8 67.7 - Oall
General merchandise ...|| 100.0] 64.3|111.5|109.8| - 1.5 {|100.0| 6L.6| 82.2| 86.6] + 5.4
Hardware sesassieissasa] 100.0} 5747]100.3] 93.8 6:5 |100.0 | 64.2] 87.4] 91.L4} + L.é
Jewellery and optical
SOOds sSssssosevenssses 100,0 63.9 12)4..9 11707 ] 5-7 100.0 60-8 9500 101.7 + 7-1
Leather and leather
BETRS, ‘wrs 5 95105 Bogervie s on offf, 100:04 72,20107.B1 8933 ~ 16,8 Wrooso || #s.k 902 ABGE - O
Lumber and building
MAHErials wese v «osaff 100,01 36,5| 80.9 [ 69.6] - 140 [100.0] L10.1] 6045 GR.T] + Bab
Machinery, equipment
and suppli€s see.eseesf| 100.0| 36.7} 91.2| 87.1| - L.5 |[100.0] 39.3| 58.3| 61.2] + 5.0
Metals and metal work..|| 100.0{ L8.5]|127.0] 97.6| - 23.1 {|100,0| 5L4.9| 93.0|103.9| + 11.7
Paper and paper "
products eeescessssessfl 100.0| 76.9(107.3 {105.6| ~ 1.6 |]100.0| 7L.L] 93.6] 96.3| + 2.9
Petroleum products ....j| 100.0| 71.0| 9L.9 ] 97.2| + 2.4 ||100.0] 78.8] 95.7|103.1| + 7.7
Plumbing and heating
equipment and supplies|| 100.0| 38.0| 80.7| 73.3| = 9.1 ||100.0| L8.5] 67.2| 72.7| + 8.2
Tobacco and
confectionery .....s.+| 100.0| 70.1{102.8 107.L L. J|100.0| 78.6| 98.1]10L.8| + 6.8
Waste material ...e....f| 100.0| 62.6(147.6 | 86.6 L. jj100.0 | 75.1|126.7|105.2] ~ 1740
Rl]l oB0P <ouevoanswoiall 10009 FRal 8 RNFE L.1 [|]100.0| 71.2] 96.7] 98.9| + 2.3
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Table 24--WHOLESALERS PROPER -~ Indexes of Sales and Stoc;i on Hand, by Economic Divisions

and Kinds of Business, for TFirms Furnishing Information

for 1930, 1933, 1937 and 1938

o Indexes of “Per cencty Tndexes of Per cent
| Total Net Sales change, |i Stocks on Hand change,
19301 19331 19371 1958:1938/37 |'"19301 15331 19371 1938 :1938/37
(|l ‘
Maritime Provinces.... || 100,0} 67.9| 99.3; 93.9| - 5.4 }|100.0| 8742}100.5] 9L.2] = 6.3
QUEDEC.ssacrsssiensces || 100,0) 65.9{100,8] 93.1] - 7.1 }i100.0| 73.L| 9Lel] 92.6| - 1.6
Ontario..-...-........ 100.0 6809 105.1 99'& - 5.h 100.0 7&.9 IOOnh 96‘2 - h.?
Prairie Provincese....} 100.0 60.6i 86.7] 89.2] #“ 3.01}100.0 7T146] 7748| 7313 = 5.8
British Columbi@.....s |} 100.0| 63.5} 97.2! 93.8f - 3.5 |l100.0| 82.0{105.0| 98.L| - 6.3
CANADAseboeeesoss [| 100.0] 65.7) 98.7| 9L.6] ¢ L.2 ||100.0| 7L.9| 93:3| 88.4] - 5.3
- P . B
Amusement, photograp-

hic and sporting goxds | 100.0| 57.6| 90.3| 99.L4| + 10.0 {{100.0| 7840 98.5; 99.8] + 1.3
Automotive.seeeeossess |1 100,0| 64.,2]101.3]106.8] + 5.5 [1100.0{ B1.4| 97.4}103.0| + 5,7
Chemicals and paints.. || 100.0) 92.31139.4]125.8] - 9.8 }]100.0]118.3{160.6;155.8| ~ 3.0
Drugs and drug :

SUNARIBS <.avecsaaces || 100.0] 79.1[105.7[106.0] + 0:3§100.0] 78+9] 8588] B39 = &.8
Coal and coke esesssss || 100.0] 85.3(119,1}108,4} = 9.0 }§100.0] 76.1)117.0{100.7{ - 13.9
Dry goods and apparel. || 100.0| 62.9} 8L.8} 76.0| - 10.4 {j100.0| 63.9| 82.0] 80.5] - 1.8
BElectrical.scesseseees | 100.0) L43.4{112.2}108.8] - 3.0 1100,0{ 74.11103,91{103.9 (a)
Farm supplies s...e... || 100.0! 54,0 | 93.3f 82.4] ~ 11.7 i1100.0| 76.8[125.6|101.2] - 19.4
RoadSBess t 983 809 &in 100.0 69-8 9807 95V3 o 3-5 "100.0 7907 107.5 96.8 - 10,0

Groceries..disiseesss |} 200.0| 82,4§105.2{10341] = 2.0 {|100.0| 83:6]102.,0} 90.6] « 11.2
Dairy and poultry

productS.siesebesss [} 100,0] 66.,0f 99.8| 90.1| = 9.7 {100.0| 6845 91:1[105.9| + 1642
Fruits and vegetables [ 100.0| 63,7} 92.7| 88.5| - L.61100.0| 83.L]121.2[108,6] - 10.4

Meats and fish..s... || 100.0] 57.9{ 93.3| 90.3 2.2 1100,0} 70.1[11046] 99.1| = 104l
Furniture and house

fUrnishings.eeeeesess || 100.0| 53.5| 85.9 83,0 7.6 [1100.0| 53.2| 85.4| 83.8 1.9
Generel merchandise... || 100.0| 64.3(111.5{109.8| = 1.5 {1100.0| 76.0| 99.2] 9.3 L.9
Hardwaresseeesssessess || 100.0| 57.7[100.3| 93.8| - 6.5 [|100.0| 74.0| 95.8] 89.5 6.6
Jewellery and optical

EOOAE g v os wae oorw oo w ] 100.01 63.9{824.9 111747} += | 5.7 100,06 61.94 89481 P=k] ¢ 22k
Leather and leather

goods................~ 100.0| 72.2(107.6¢ 89,7| - 16.8 ||100.0| 7L.6] 93.1| 79.9| - 1L.2
Lumber and building
materials.esesssesess || 100.0] 36.5| G0.9] 69.6| - 14.01{100.0| 59.3] 85.9| 83.6| - 2.7
Machinery, equipment

and supplieSe........ || 100,0] 36,7} 91.2| 87.1] - L.5}]100.0| 76.5| 6L.9| 67.6 L.2
Metals and metal work. [| 100,0| L48.5[127.0} 97.6| - 23.1 || 100.0] 78.2{112.7| 99.3 11,9
Paper and paper

productseeesencccesss [| 100.0| 76.9[107.3|105.6f - 1.6 100.0] 79.1] 85.2| 80| = 5.6
Petroleum products.... || 100.0| 71.0| 9L.9} 97.2] + 2.4 1100.0( 77.9] 90.3| 89.8] - 0.6
Plumbing and heating

equipment and

supplieSeesscscsasase || 100,0] 38,0| 8047 | 73e3| = 9.1]1100.0] 75.9| 86.9| 76.6] -~ 11.9
Tobacco and

confectioneryscesesse |[100.0} 70.1]102.8|107.L L.k || 100.0] 74L.5] 8.2 88.4| - 0.9
Waste materials..seee. || 100.0| 62.6]147.6| 86.6 1.4 100.0{ 75.1[108.9 [123.5] + 13.L
ALY ot Lo +o-e v b ob §100,Q] 778 LEL IS5 L.1}100.0] 75.5) 99.L4| 96.8| - 2.6

- — — - B 4 s o . e e e e ————

(a) lio change.
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Table lLi.--Distribution of BSales of larketers(l) of I'etroleum Vroducts, 15488

——— e = e .

Percentage of Sales to -

Sales of . Sales to Other Sales !

Econonic Division ! firms Sales Sales(2) y farmers and whole- at Export(3) | Other

\ reporting, to to other primary sale retail Sales

t 1938 Jobbers retailers producers sales prices

: % PIGL PeCoe psC. PsCe PeCe PeCe TGl

Canada, Total.....| 221,348,000 16.4 5144 9.9 16.3 3.4 1.8 0.8

Maritime Provinces..... 17,239,200 15.4 LT7.7 8.0 2L.2 2,9 Lol 0.9
o) T P ——— 41,075,400 5. 1 9.2 @ 26.7 b3 1.3 0.7
(6 9% 72-) o3 o FHRUSE PR = shske 86,329,300 17.9 5T 4.1 138 3ely 28 0.5
Prairie Provinces...... 53,591,200 15.0 19.6 26.2 o 0.6 0.9 0.5
Bisistrishi ColMmbha) o s 2%,109,900 37 38,9 w6 22.8 8.8 i 3.2

(1) Includes marketing organizations of refining companies as well as jobbers.

(2) Includes company-owned filling stations.

(3) Export sales are attributed to offices reporting such sales.
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