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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS

Miscelleneous Statistics on Wholesale Trade, 1939

1+ dbulletin presents information covering the operations of wholesale
trading establishments in Canada supplementary 4o that contained in the report, "Whole-
sale Trade 1n Canada and the Provinces, 1939," '1) gna gnows that waile the dollar value
of wholesale sales increased 6 per cent in 1939 over 1938, salaries and wages paid to
employees were up 4 per cent, inventories at the close of 1932 were valued 16 per cent
higher than at the close of 1938, while acccunts outstanding on wholesalers® books were
up 11 per cent.

An* comparison of tronds in anrual sales and year-end inventories must be
.15 having regard to the fact that the trend in anrunal sales reprosents the resultant
of basinesz conditions over a two-year veriod, whorcae the itrend in stock values repre-
gents the difference in inventory situation on two epecified datss. Annual sales for
1939 were only 6 per cent above 1938 while inventories at the close cf 1939 were 16 per
cent abcve the value rocorded at the end of the preceding year. But results of a monthly
eurvey made by the Burcau show that wholesalere® sales during the last four months of
1939 wore 18 per cent above the corrcsponding four-month period in 1938. Thus while the
gain in inventories between Decomber 31, 1938 and 1939 was much greater than the increase
in annual business, 1t was about on a par with the difference in the level of buslness
at the twc rvear onds.

Highsr inventories at the close of 1939 than 1938 were recorded for practi-
2ally all lines of busincss for which separate figurcs are available, some of the more
outstanding percecntage increases being as fcollows: frults ané vegetables, 33 per cent;
grocery trade, 32 per cent; electrical trade, 31 per cent; leather and leather goods,

25 per cent; plumbing and heating appliances and supplies; 26 per cent. Increases for
sonc other important lines of business include a 7 per cont gain for the drug trade, 10
por cent for the hmrdvare trade, and 10 per cent for petroleum products.

Accounte outstanding on wholesalers® books were valued at $182,978,000 at
vac close of 1939, up 11 per cent from the amount recorded at the close of 1938. The in-
crcase extended to practically all lines of business and to all regions of the country.
Tne increase in rcceivables exceeded the increase in sales in the Maritimes, Quebec and
Jmtario. Increases in accounte outstanding of 3 per cent in the Prairle Provinces and 2
per cent in British Coiumbia were lower than the gain 1ln business in these two divisions.

Salaries end wages paid to employces in wholesale trading establishments were
4 per cent higher in 1939 than 1938, gains for the various territorics standing at 3
por cent for Quebec, i por cent for the Maritimes. Ontarlo and British Columbia, and 5
per cent for the Prairie Provinces,

Information regarding the channels through which marketlcre of petroleum pro-
ducts distribute their goods is secured in conneciion with theee annual surveys. Results
for 1939 indicate the following percentage distriduiion: sales to Jobbors, 16 per cent;
sales tc retallers; 53 per cent; sales to farmors ané cthor primery producers, 9 per cent;
cther wholesale salcs, 16 per coent; sales at retail rrices, 3 per cunt; cxport sales,

2 per cent; other sales, 1 per cent.

(1) Aveilable from the D.E.S. Price 10 cents.



gble 1.--WHOLESALERS PROPER - Indexos of Sales end Peyrolls, by Economic

Divisions and Kinds of Business, for Firms Furnishing Information

for 1930, 1933, 1938 and 1939

Indexes of Per Cent Indexes of Per Cent
Economigngivision Total Net Sales hange Salaries and Wages Chan?e
Kind of business 1630[ 1933 [ 1938 i§3§'19§;§5é 930]1933] 1938] 1959 1939 3é
Maritime Provinces ....| 100.0/67.9] 93.9]103.7] + 10.4 }100.0|71.7 86.71 90.1
QUEDEC +uerrerennnen 100.0165.9| 93.1} 93.8| + 6.2 |100.863.4| 81.3} 83.9( + 3.2
Bt . ... . o000y Byt 100.0/68.9 99.4[10k.3| + 5.0 |100.0|7k.2| 97.2{101.4 + 4.3
Prairie Provinces ..... 100.0]60.6 | 89.3| 95.0f + 6.4 |100.0|63.8| 86.5 90.8| + 5.0
British Columbia ...... 100.0{63.5| 93.8]100.3| + 6.9 }100.0|66.0{101.4|105.8) + 4.3
LT . 100.0l65.7 | 9%.6]100.4| + 6.1 {100.0{67.7 89.6 93.3! ¢
e —<+=======£, -~
Amusement, photographic '
and sporting goods ... | 100.0{57.6| 99.4 of.7] - 0i7 |100.0{77.1|{106.5{106.4 - 0.1
AOTRARTE o s oo dba i3 o 100.0l64.2 106.8116.1{ + 8.7 [100.0|71.2[106.3}114.2} + T.4
Cnemicals and paintse .. | 100.0/92.3125.8/154.8 | + 23.4 1100.0 86.4]120.9}141.9| + 17.k
Drugs and drug sundries{ 100.0{79.1[106.0112.1] + 5.8 [100.0{73.3] 92.11 97.5| + 5.9
Gondk, 2B GOl . sov s 100.0/85.2 |108.4{118.0| + 8.9 |100.0(92.8} 97.8{103.3| + 5.6
Dry goods and apparel .| 100.0|62.9| 76.0| 84.7] + 150 106, QI TO:T Th.08 & Dal
Mectrted] ... .. 005 100.0/L3.4 [108.8{112.0] + 2.9 [100.0{55.2| 91.6{102.4| + 11.8
Farm supplies .......:. 100.0{5k.4 | 82.4| 75.2| - 8.7 [100.0{82.3| 86.2f 86.7| + 0.6
RO Wt b nge & fiisne i 43 i o 100.0/69.81 95.3{100.8| + 5.8 [100.0|75.8| 95.41 98.0} + 2.7
Furniture and house
furnighings .......... | 100.0{53.5| 83.0] 87.5| + 5.4 1100.0(53.71 67.7) 71.6] + 5.7
General merchandise ... | 100.0[64.3|109.8[122.1| + 11.2 {100.0 64.6| 86.61 90.4f + L. 4
HOrdware .....ocecesses 100.0157.71 93.8}100.3 6.9 1100,0|6k.2| 91.4| 9L.k 3,3
Jowellery and optical
BB v emiss gl +o | 100.0!63.9 1117.7]133.6| + 13.5 |100,0(60.8{101.7{104.8} + 3.0
Leather and leather
BN 0.3 il s el it 100.0{72.2| 89.7|104.4| + 16.3 [100.0]75.4| 98.9{113.3| + 14.6
Lumber and building
SRl 1ale .. codaeb. bk 100.0{%6.5| €9.6] 75.5| + 8.5 |100.0|k0.1| 62.7] 65.7| + 4.8
Machinery, equipment
amil ‘BupplIes . sl . 100,0}36.7] 87.1| 90.8{ + &.3 |100.039.3 A1.2] 62.21 + 1.6
Metals and metal work .| 100.0{48.5| 97.6{119.8] + 22,7 }100.0 5k . 91105, 9807 .3L + %
Paper and paper
PROGBERE 5. fiean horwe o 44 100.0}76.9|105.6|112.7] + 6.8 |100.0{7h.k| 96.3}100.8| + 4.7
Petroleum products ....| 100.0{71.0} 97.2| 98.8] + 1.7 100.0 78.8(103.11106.9 + 3.7
Plumbing and heating
equipment and supplies| 100.0|38.0| 73.3| 81.1} + 10.6 l100.0l48.5| 72.71 71.5] - 1.6
Tobacco and
confectionery ...e.... 100.0/70.1 [107.4|114. 0| + 6.1 |100.0}78.6110%.81112.5( + 7.3
Waste material ........ 100.0|62.6| 86.6}108.2] + 25.0 }100.0}75.1 105.2‘116.5 £730.7
200 OBHBT v oy vve.. | 100.0|77.8]113.6{118.8| + 4.6 }100.0{71.2 98-94101-“ % BS
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Table 2.--WHOLESALERS PROPER - Tndexes of Sales and Stocks on Hand, by Economic Divisions

end Kinds of Business, for Filrms Furnishing Information

for 1930, 1933, 1938 and 1939

" Eeonomic Division " Indexes of Pe. Cent ‘Indexes of Per Cent
and Total Net Salece Change, Stocks on Hand Change
Kind of Business 1630 [ 1973 1938 1939[1939/38 12294,i933 19%87 1939 1939/36
Moritime Provinces ...  100.0; 67.9{ $3.91103.7| + 10.% | 100.0! 87.2| 94.2]|110.6 | + 17.4
Qshed « Jc cuvi. waid ee.4 100.01 65.9] 93.1] 98.8] + 6.2 |100.0f 73.%¢{ 92.6(102.8] + 11.0
CndeWie . ..o ofBed\ ] 100.01{ 68.9} 99.4{104.3! + 5.07100.0§ 74%.9¢ 96.2(109.4| + 13.7
Prairie Provinces .... 100.0} 60.6] 89.3{ 95.0{ + 6.4 1100.0§ 71.6{ 73.3| 91.0| + 2k.1
British Columbie ..... 100.0] 63.5{ 93.81100.3| + 6.9 | 100.0{ 82,0{ 98.4}113.8} + 15.7
CANADA «.veueu... 100,0| 65.7]| 94.6100.4} + 6.1 |100.0; 74.9] 88.4|102.2} + 15.6
— - S ey g —— TSR

Amusement, photograp-

hic & sporting goods | 100.0| 57.6f 99.4| 98.7| - 0.71100.0{ 78.01 99.8[103.9| + 4.1
RiREEive .. .a5 s 100.0] 6&,2{106.81116.1y + 8.7 |100.0{ 82.%1103.0|103.4| + 0.4
Chemicale and paints .| 100.0] 92 31125.8{15%.8} + 23,01 100.01118.3{155.8}160.8| + 3.2
Drugs and drug

SURAEYes .....4%.0 40, 100.0} 79.17106.01112.11 + 5,81100.0] 78.9] 83.9] 90.1| + 7.h
URANSERE colle i we s 100.0) 85.3{108.44118.¢; + &.9{100.0} 76.1{100.7/110.0| + 9.2
Dry goods end apparcl.f 100.01 62.91 76.0] 8.7y + 1.k 100,01 €2.9! 80.5| 82.2[ + 2.1
ELSENRABR). & <. . b 100.0{ 43.4{108.8{112.0{ + 2.9!100.0{ 74.1:103.91135.9| + 30.8
Farm supplies ........ 100.0 54 .45 &2.&] 79.2y &+ 8.7 lO0.0! 76.81101.2|123.3| + 21,8
PR . ..o fanii i 100.0| 69.8f 95.3(100.8{ + 5.8 100.0! 79.7]| 96.8]125.5] + 29.6

' TERSET R 100.0 82.%1103,1110.8! + 7.5} 100.0! 83.6] 90.6{119.1| + 31.5

Deiry and poultry

LT T T N e 100.0; 66.0] 90.1 9%.2| + 4.6 100.0y 68.5{105.9(113.7] + 7.k

Fruits & vegetables.| 100.0} 63.7] 88.5{ 95.5} + 7.9} 100.0| 83.4]108.6[144.9| + 33.4

Meats and fish ..... 100.0| 57.9| 90.31 92.5! + 2,5]100.0{ 70.1{ 99.1{127.7} + 28.9
Furniture and house

furnishings .........  100.0} 53.5} 83.0] 87.5] + S.4]100.0{ 53.2] 83.8{ 87.2] + 4.1
General merchandise .. 100.0] 64,.3|109.8{122.1! + 11,21100.0| 78.0{ 94.3|113.2} + 20,0
L ST SR 100.0| 57.7| 93.81100.3; + 6.9] 100.0} 74,0] 89.5| 98.8| + 10.%
Jewellery and optical

BRI . oo s S ibe 4 osd 100.0} 63.91117.71133.6] + 13.51 100.0} 81.9| 91.4| 91.2] - 0.2
Leather and leather

80088 .....0000av000d 100.0f T2.2| 89.70204%. 41 + 16,3 100.0| Th.6} 79.91100.4] + 25.7
Lumber and building

materials ......o... J| 100.0} 36.5; 69.6% 75.5| + '8i5! 100.0f 59.3| 83.6] 91,0| + B.9
Machinery, equipment

and supplies ..... o 4 0204 36TY 8701 o084 4.3 200.01 76.5] 67.5] abhs @iz
Metals and metal work. 100.0| 48.5! 97.611190.8; + 22,71 100.0} 78.2! 99.3(112.9| + 13.7
Paper and paper

PRBMAE TR, ¢ « o oieos v s wns 100.0| 76.9{105.6{112,7| + 6.8} 100.0} 79.1| 80.4 91.2] + 13.4
Petroleun products ... 100.0| 71.0| 97.2] 98.8; + 1.7{ 100.0{ 77.9{ 89.8 98.3| + 9.5
Plumbing and heating

equipment and

supplies ............4 100.0f 38,0f 73.3! 81.1] + 10.6] 100.0| 75.9| 76.6] 96.4{ + 25.8
Tobacco and con-

fectionery ..........J 100.0] 70.1}1107.4j115,0l + 6.1} 100.0f 74.5| 88.4] 99.0} + 12.0
Waste materials .....J 100.0} 62.6} 86.6[108.2! + 25.0{ 100.0§ 75.1{123.5{1kh.0| + 16.6
L T .. 100.0f 77.8{113.6{118.8] + 4,6} 100.0f 75.5| 96.8|106.9] + 10.4
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Table 3.,--WHOLESALERS PROPER - Accounts Outstanding at End of 1939

by Economic Divisions and by Kinds of Business

Accounts Outstanding
Soanceic, Iylatoh Net Sales, at End of Year :
od 193¢ Per Cent
Kind of Business a4 Anount
. of Sales
$ $
Mas ) e BooTDASET 4. -2 o .o b+ 4h 0 40 osiprdadl $5,724,000{ 15,919,000 16.6
Enaiimfl . . Jig - kbl . worlt A D04 o = 58 Jaw . Py 381,767,000 { 49,749,000 13.\9
T SRR SRR T IR TV e k92,124,000 | 58,805,000 11.9
Proiiie Provinegtiie: o . u.lil sl asiit be 0T d il 274,187,000 | 43,454,000 15.8
Brdtiah Columbin ... : e mius il = L e . 131,748,000 | 15,051,000 hE 28
DA . . ek ol ek Wy it 1,575ﬁ550,ooo; 182,978,000 193
R e T o da| R i O T
Amusement . photographic and sporting goods .... 4,221,000 684,000 16.2
L W O Y T 24,368,000 3,624,000 4.9
Chamicale and palnts ......eccv 00000 4 i 12,934,000 1,254,000 9.7
sruge aad drug sundries ..... S T N 31,363,000 ; 3,875,000 12.4
Coal and ook . siw. .. S8 1 v PR - Tl ) - 59,312, 000 8,925,000 15.0
7 goods and apparel ..... Bl LN i Rl 86,650,000 { 18,650,000 21.5
EXeolBiohl o .. , d.o. i TS 25,738,000 4 173,000 16.2
L VRS R e W PSS 7] 1 L\ 12,054,000 1,109,000 9.2
b0 RN e ) < | o oA § 545,021,000 | 43,479,000 8.0
Groceries ...... o4 ol ol L § 50 5 9450554 o4 Tn 247,966,000 { 25,1ith, 000 10.1
Dty el Poullecy BROGUTIE . ov o s s 7. ool R ol 45,532,000 1,991,000 8.3
Fruits and vegetables ........... saill -ealile s 9k, 626,000 5,817,000 bsl
Mezls and fish ......,. wradi s ks sshalh B G+ 4 [Blergue oM d 156,450,000 ! 10,527,000 8.7
Furniture and house furnishings ............... 11,933,000 2,232,000 18.7
Genanall dnapdhaldBlial . .. {fuk i) . 050t Bon o ol 16,463,000 | 2,374,000 1k 4
HrdlePe . w605 SRR LIRS bt 66,149,000 | 12,550,000 19.0
Jewellery and opticel goods ....... " VST —— 14,502,000 4,213,000 29,1
Leather and leather goods ..... st e R 7,701,000 1,343,000 17.4
Lurber and building materials ......... BY o g ak 39,170,000 6,807,000 m4
Machinery, equimment and supplies ............ 53,875,000 | 21,621,000 40.1
Matals 2nd mo¥al Work ' .. . i afteed e, @ PN 16,841,000 2,586,000 gl
Pajel® anid pape? ProdBetiel s s m it . . o5 asl 25,323,000 3,856,000 .8
PEERINLONG MEORMGHEE. wwrryi bl .6 denunst. . of sl b it b 227,493,000 | 28,776,000 12.6
rlunbing and heating equipment and supplies ... 11,767,000 2,097,000 7.8
Tobesce and cORNBOQLIBHERT .. o W ol B Fim b 5 52,274,000 4,894,000 9.4
HBENG TRLENIalE o b, tuk Aok s 5% e trieid - S 00 A 0.0 10,651,000 1,111,000 11011
AR IGEEE ). e el D A S <l Ty 19,392,000 2,;7125y080 ML

]
'

e e At




Table 4,--Diatribution of Sales of Marketers(l) of Petroleum Products, 1939.

T T e e

Percentage of Sales to -

S?iee gt Sales to Other Sales
Econaomic Division ris Sales Sales(e) farmers and whole-~ at Export(5)

repg;}éng, to to other primary sale retail Sales Other

Jobbers ! retailers producers sales prices
$ p.c. p.c. Pec . p.c. P-c. p.c P.C.
CANADA - Total .... 224, 445, 600 16.3 Sass 9.4 16.0 32 le 1.0
Maritime Provinces ........ 20,109,100 21.0 Yy 2 627 23.9 2.4 iLse 0.6
QUEBEE &i6hs v sis o - 39,994,900 16.1 51.9 2.6 23.2 k.6 14 0.4
900 1> PR 82,767,700 16.% 58.1 848 5, 5 3.3 2.7 0%
Preirie Provinces ......... 56,208,400 1.9 53.9 21.5 8.0 0.3 0.8 0.6
British Columbia .......... 25,365,500 15.9 385 ThE 23.9 8.0 I 5.0

(1) Includes marketing organizations of refining companies as well as jobbers.

(2) Includes company-owned filling stations.

(3) Export sales are attributed to offices reporting such sales.
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