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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS

Retail Merchandise Trade in British Columbila, 1938.

Retail sales in British Columbia in 1938 totalled $222,386,000,
a decline of 4.4 per cent from 1937. This was a reversal of the trend of
the immediately preceding years during which sales rose from $155,747,000
in 1933 to $172,927,000 in 1934; $188,424,000 in 1935; $208,913,000 in
1936; and $232,740,000 in 1937. The index for 1938 stands at 89.5 on the
base 1930 equals 100.

Sales for the year fell off to a greater or lesser degree in
practically all lines of business. Stores of the food group with sales
for 1938 amounting to $40,357,000 recorded a decline of 2.6 per cent from
the previous year. The index of the group as a whole stands at 82.9 com-
pared with 85.1 for 1937, 78.5 for 1936, and 66.2 for 1933. Grocery and
combination stores, which from the point of view of volume of sales are the
most important memdbers of the food group recorded sales totalling $23,071,-
000, a decline of 2.3 per cent from the 1937 sales of $23,604,000. The
index for grocery and combination stores stands at 87.8 for 1938, 89.8 for
1937, 82,2 for 1936, and 69.5 for 1933. Similarly the sales of candy and
confectionery stores were down 6.0 per cent, and meat markets (including

sea foods) were down 2.6 per cent.

Sales of the general merchandise group which includes depart-
ment stores, dry goods stores, general merchandise stores and variety
stores were down 2.2 per cents Sales of the group in 1938 were valuel at
$42,249,000 compared with $43,218,000 in 1937, $39,995,000 in 1936, and
$33,902,000 in 1933, In spite of the decline in 1938, the recovery from
the low point of 1933 remains substantial. The index for the general mer-
chandise group stands at 92.1 which is only 7.9 per cent below the base year
of 1930. Within the group, department stores contributed sales to the
value of $34,501,000, a decline of 2.8 per cent from the 1937 sales of
$35,495,000. Sales of dry goods stores were down 1i0 per cent and general
merchandise stores 2.5 per cent. The index of dry goods stores, however,
was well maintained at 101.3 while the index of general merchandise stores
stands at 96.3, only 3.7 per cent beladw the 1930 base. Variety stores
of fered the only exception to the downward trend of sales in the general
merchandise group. Sales of variety stores totalled $4,375,000 and exceeded
by 1.8 per cent the sales of $4,297,000 reported for 1937. Variety store
sales have held up remarkably well since 1930, the index for 1938 standing
at 120.2 compared with 118.0 for 1937, 108.9 for 1936, and 83.1 for 1933.

Sales of the automotive group, reversing their upward trend
since 1933, fell 10.7 per cent in 1938 from the 1937 level. The total
sales of the group for 1938 amounted to $38,949,000 compared with $43,621,~
000 for 1937, $36,444,000 for 1936, and $19,583,000 for 1933. The sales
i{ndex for the automotive group as a whole stands at 114.1 for 1938. Of
the total sales of the group, sales of motor vehicle dealers accounted for
$26,386,000, which was a decline of 16.4 per cent from the motor vehicle
dealors sales for the previous year. In spite of this decline, however,
the index for motor vehicle dealers stands at 123.9 for 1938 compared with
148.2 for 1937, 118.5 for 1936, and 48.0 for 1933, There was little change
in the sales of dealers in accessories, tires and batterics, but sales of

£il1ling stations and garages were up 6.1 per cent and 1.8 per cent re-
spectively.

stores amounted to $16,612,000 in

1938, a decline of 1.1 per cent from the 1937 seles of $16,797,000. The
sales index for the year 1938 stands at 94.1. Sales of the apparel group
which includes men's and boys' clothing and furnishings, femily clothiug

sales of country general
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stores, women's apparel and dccessory stores and shoo Stores, were down :
4.7 por cent from $14,285,000 in 1937 to $13,619,000 in 1938. Thoe index
for the group for 1938 stands at 78.2,

Tho building materials group as a whole has made a poor re-
covery from the low level of 1933, although within the group, sales of
hardware stores have rcturned to within 3 per cent of tho base yoar 1930.
Sales of the building materials group amounted to $9,104,000 in 1938, a
decline of 1.0 per cent from the 1937 sales of $9,197,000.  The index for
tho group stands at 73.7. Although tho salos of hardwareo stores, amounting
to $4,330,000 were down 3.5 per cont from 1937, the indox was well main-
tained at 97.8. Sglos of lumber and building material dealers wore down
3.5 per cent with the sales index standing at 64.9. Sales of electrical,
heating apd plumbing, paint and glass shops, on the other hand, wore up
10.5 per cent. 1In spite of this incroase, howevor, as well as the sub-
stantial increases sinco 1935, the indox of sales stands at only 56.5.

Sales for the furniture and household group, inecluding furni-
ture stores, househnld appliance stores, other home furnishings stores and
radio and music stores wcro down 5.9 per cont. Sales of restaurants, cafe-
torias and eoating places wcre down 7.9 per cont; farmers' supply stores,
5.7 per cent; book storos, 6.6 per cent; coal and wood yards, 8.8 por cent;
drug stores, 0.7 per cent; jewellery stores, 2.8 per cent; office, school
and store supplies and equipment doalers, 4.0 pér cent; tobacco stores anad
stands, 2.4 per cent; and government liquor stores, 2.6 por cent. Sales of
florists, on the other hand, woero 3.0 por cent greater than in 1937,

Chain Stores

There were 77 chain storec companies operating 708 UHTt sStores -
in British Columbia in 1938, with salos totalling $45,510,500. 1In the
previous year the same number of companies operated 696 unit stores with
sales of $46,497,900. Although there was a deerc1se in the value of sales,
the proportion of total trade secured by chains increased from 20.0 per
cent in 1937 to 20.5 per cent in 1938. There were 14 chains in the gro-
cery combination store and meat markot field operating 281 unit stores in
1938 compared with 15 companies operating 292 stores in 1937. Sales de- =
creased from $11,888,200 in 1937 to $11,199,600 in 1938, whiloe the pro-
portion of the total grocery and combination store and meat market trade
secured by chains also decrcascd from 38.0 bper cent to 36.6 per cent.
Variety chains with 3 companies operating 22 stores secured 74,3 per cent
of the total sales in their field. Sales of variety chains totalled $3,250,-~
900 in 1938 sompared with $3,176,000 in the previous year. Four shoe store
chains with 28 unit stores transacted 23.9 por ccnt of the total shoe store
business in 1938. Five restaurant chains with 28 units transacted 10.4 per
cent of the total business in their ficld while 4 drug chains with 50 unit
stores trensacted 34.3 por cent of tho total reotail drug store business.

Scope of Report

The figures for 1930 shown in this report are taken from the
roesults of thoe Census of Mcrchandising and Service Establishments which was
taken in connection with the deccnnial Census of 193]1. Indexos of salos for
yoars 1931 to 1938 have boen computed from annual surveys of retail trade,
for which returns are received from all chain store companies and from a
representative number of independent stores. These indexes have been then
applied to the total sales figures for 1930 in order to give the most
accurate ostimate availablc of the total retail trade in lator yoars. It
is, therefore, apparent that figurcs shown herein must be considerecd as re-

lating to the total trade and not to the business of only thoso storos in-

It should also bo clearly understood that all retail sales
figures given in this recport rolatc to stores grouped according to kind of
business and not to commodity sales. Grocery stores sell a number of lines
of goods in addition to stricily grocory items. Drug stores are not re-
stricted to the sale of drugs and medicines. On the other hand, grocerios
ar¢ sold in many kinds of storcs in addition to those units classificd asz
grocery stores. Country general stores and department stores are activo

competitors in the sale of grocory products.
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BRITISH COIUMBIA - RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1938
Teble 1.—Total Net Sales and Sules Indexes, by Kinds of Business
1930 Total Net Sales, Indexes of Retail Sales & of
Kind of Business Number(l) | Total Net (Estimated) (1930 ='100). Change,
. of Stores Sales 1937 1938 1930 | 1931} 193211933 | 1934| 1935 1936| 1937| 1938 1938/37
$ $ ¢
Total, All Stores ...... ol cRotale o 9,501 __1 248,597,500 |232,740,000}272,386,000] 100 O} 83.7(65.9]62.6] 69.6] 75.8] 84.0| 93.6] 89.5 | -~ 4.4
Food Group «...ceeeeevnvvecvees | 3,476 48,692,000 | 41,451,000] 40,357,000| 100.0{ 84 .5} ?0.0}€5.2] 69.7] 74.7] 78.5| 85.1| 82.9] - 2.6
Candy and confectionery stcres .... 747 4,699,300 3,758,000y 3,533,000{ 100.0} 83.3166.7}61.5] 63.6] 65.4{ 71.7| 80.0] 75.2 | ~ 6.0
Fruit and vegetable stores ...... . 192 1,648,000 1,808,000 1,662,000| 100.0{ 92.4.82.1{80.8| 83.9| 91.4}103.7(109.7{100.8 | - 8.1
Grocery and conbination stores .... 1,461 26,287,900 { 23,604,000} £3,071,000f 1C0.0{| 86.3;73.3|69.5]| 72.8] 78.8| 82.2| 89.8] 87.8{ - 2.3
Meat markets (ir:luding sea foods). ‘ 5C6 10,908,200 7,704,000} 7,504,000 100.0} 77.7|60.9|56.7 60.6| 64.3| 66.7| 70.6| 68.8 } - 2.6
Country Gererzl StOres sceceos. 814 17,653,500 | 16,797,000} 16,612,0001 100.0| 84.4{69.5{65.5| 73.0| 80.0f 85.5] 95.1} 94.1 | - 1.1
General Merchandise Group ..... | 202 45,862,100 | 43,218,000} 42.249,000| 100.0§ 91.4!75.8{73.9{ 78.0] 81.3} 87.2} 94.2} 92.1 } - 2.2
Department stores ....... sesseeranse 25 38,831,900 35,455,000) 34,501,000 | 100.0{ 91.4;75.5{74.1| 77.3] 79.8| 84.8} 91.4| 88.8 - 2.8
Dry.goods stores ........ secsenceae 112 2,146,600 2,197,000 2,175,000 | 100.0 ) 83.6|67.4163.7] 74.2} 81.1] 93.0 #02.3 1015 - 1.0
General merchanaise stores ........ 35 1,243,600 1,229,000 1,198,000 | 100.0| 77.2{67.3{60.6 | 73.6| 85.3| 88.9{ 98.8] 96.3 - 2.5
Variety StOres ..eeeeeeveeneaceoennes 30 3,640,000 4,297,000} 4,375,000 [ 100.0 J1CD.3167.2{€3.1} 69.1| ¢5.4}103.¢ 118.0/120.2 | + 1.8
Automotive GIOUD ..c.ceeveeves . 1,122 34,122,100 | 43,621,000} 38,.949.000 | 100.0| 77.9157.5{57.4| 74.4| 87.1}106.8 127.8|114.1 | -10.7
Motor vehicle dealers ........ G O 196 21,296,000 | 31,562,000 | 26,386,000 | 100.0 70.2|44.5]48.01 70.1] 89.91118.5 148.2 [123.9 | - 16,4
Accessories, tires and batteries .. 48 1,116,800 1,080,000 1,069,000 ) 100.0f 8 .7{70.2165.1] 74.5} 76.6] 80.1 | 96.7}) 95.7 | - 1.0
Filling stations{2) ........ o (s Topexe v 463 5,360,100 6,266,000| 6,647,000} 100.0106.0}97.5{91.5 103 .4 506.1 109 .4 116.9024.0 | + 6.1
Garages ..........-. SEDLE ECEERGE Sk s 3€8 5,607,200 3,921,000} 3,952,000 }100.0} 80.0166.8'59.3| 63.3} 62.9] 66.6 [69.9] 71.2 | + 1.8
. i _
Apparel GTOUD «.cerecescocancse 772 17,409 ,4CO 14,?85,060 13,619,000 §{ 100.0¢ 83.9165.6162.5} 68.3} 72.01 77.2{82.1} 78.2 - 4.7
l,
Men's and boys' clothing and fur-
nishirgs (includes custom tailors) 342 6,366,200 5,015,000} 4,619,000 ) 100.0} 78.1|58.2{54.3} 61.5} 67.6] 74.0!78.8| 72.6 | - 7.¢
Family clothing stores ..... soseses 51 1,828,000 1,699, 1,629,000 | 100.0| 80.0165.9165.01 74.7}| 78.0] 85,3 192.9|89.1 | - 4.1
Women's apparesl and accessories ' ’
SHOEES’ mereme 385 FOHoDS o e Bloc oo e 257 6,137,000 5,076,000 | 4,898,000 [1C0.0} 88.8 70.6r67.9 71.8]173.3] 77.7 {82.7]79.8 | - 3.5
SHOGOHALCTES] B /ol Bl Sidkaf?le o2 crotbie Jala ois 122 3,078,200 2,495,000 | 2,473,000 |100.0} 8.7170.767.0| 71.8}74.7| 78.2 |81.1]|80.3 | - 0.9

(1) end (2): See fcotnotes on Page 4.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA -~ RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1938. ¥
Table 1.--Total Met Sules and Sales Yudexes, by Kinds of Business-(Cont'd.)
1930 ~Total Net Sales, - Indexes of Retail sales 4 of

Kind of Business Number(1)| Total Net Est imated (1930 = 1b0) Change,

of Stores Sales 1937 1938 1930 | 1931 1932 | 1933 | 1934 | 1935} 1936] 1937} 1938 | 1938/37
$ ° ,

Building llaterials Group ...... 379 12,348,900 9,197,000 | 9,104,000 | 100.0 |81.3 |53.1 |46.2} 50.4 56.9| 63.7| 74.5[773.7] - 1.0
Hardware stores ........ o IR0 Ok ) 184 4,425,400 4,487,000 | 4,330,000} 100.0 |87.5 [66.6 {65.5] 72.4 |82.2| 87.2]101.4 97.8] - 3.5
Lumber and building ==terial dealers 83 3,945,800 | 2,655,000 2,562,000) 100.0 | 76.1 |45.0 | 40.0} 44.4 [49.2] 58.3].67.3 | 64.9 - 3.5
Electrical, heating and plumbing,

peint and glass ShOPS ..oceeeeeenne 98 | 2,130,600 | 1,089,000| 1,203,000}100.0}72.3 |42.2 }|30.8} 32.3 |36.0| 41.2} 51.1|56.5| +10.5

Furniture and Household Group . 301 8,207,100 ; 7,135,000 6,717,000 100.0 {75.1 }|55.8 |51.0} 60.3 168.2] 79.8] 86.9| 81.8 - 5.9
Furniture stores .......ccceavsecase . 86 2,456,800 { 2,604,000 2,432,000} 100.0 {86.1 |68.2 |61.7] 74.5 82.6})94.7(106.0} 99.0| - 6.6
Household appliance stores .......... 45 1,942,700 ; 1,437,000 1,332,000} 100.0 | 62.5 }53.8 | 48.4| 50.9 | 60.6 65.7] 74.0 | 68.6 - 7.3
Other home furnishings stores ....... 69 818,000 768,000 690,000 | 100.0 | 65.8 | 47.0 |56.2] 74.3 | 79.0} 94.5 3.9]84.4 -10.2
Radio and MUSiC StOTES ..ecvvsesvanns 101 2,989,600 | 2,326,000| 2,263,000] 100.0 {76.7 |49.3 |42.5] 50.9 |68.4} 72.7| 77.8| 75.7 | - 2.7

>

Restaurants, Cafeterias and ;

Eating Places ...eeeeecesses 634 10,135,000 | 7,677,000 7,071,000]100.0 {78.2 [55.8 {51.5] 57.9 [63.9] 71.5} 75.7169.8| - 7.9

Other Retail Stores ...cccooeee L4801 54,167,400 |49,359,000] 47,708,000} 100.0 [82.7 |64.3 59.9]1 66.6]72.6} 81.3} 91.1]88.1 - 3.3
Farmers! supply stores ...cceevescese 115 11,341,200 |11,604,000 10,943,000} 100.0 |83.6 | 67.1 61.8] 75.1|83.3] 89.8}102.3 | 96.5 - 5,7
BOOK StOTeS cccoeveecesnsssncnscnncsce 36 793,900 644,000 601,000 ] 100.0 {89.9 |62.4 {61.5]| 64.6 | 68.4 | 73.3] 8L.1 | 75.7 - 6.6
Coal and wood YATrdS ...ecesecceesss Loy 181 | 5,699,200 | 3,259,000 2,972,000| 100.0 [85.7 |72.1 |58.2| 47.6 [ 52.3] 55.7] 57.2152.11 - 8.8
Drug stores ........ - F o old oo b 40 o oblo 268 6,530,400 5,655,000 5,615,000| 100.0 |88.8 |75.6 {67.9] 72.4 | 74.9 79.9] 86.6 | 86.0 - 0.7
Florists .eccececvseccoccnncee e SR B 70 761,600 533,000 549,000 | 100.0 |76.8 |63.6 }57.0] 57.4 60.1}162.2] 70.0§{72.1}) + 3.0
Jewellery stores ...... ey S swur 137 | 2,668,200 { 2,377,000| 2,310,000{ 100.0 |76.8 |54.6 {563.6| 66.8 | 76.3|84.9|89.1 {86.6| - 2.8
Office, school and store supplies ‘ i

and equipment dealers ...... =TV 38 | 1,210,600 { 1,131,000| 1,086,000 100.0 |66.2 |45.4 |40.5] 50.5 | 60.1] 76.7| 93.4 | 89.7 | - 4.0
Tobacco stores and stands ...... N 198 | 2,900,800 | 2,633,000| 2,570,000| 100.0 {83.7 {72.6 |68.3] 72.3|76.5|83.1|90.8 |88.6| - 2.4
Government liquor stores ..e.ccececee- 73 114,735,400 }14,110,000 | 13,738,000] 100.0 {84.3 el 57 1Y 59 68.8 | 75.8186.5] 95.8 | 93.2 - 2.6
Miscel laneous kinds of business

(includes secondhand stores) ..... 685 7,526,100 { 7,413,000} 7,324,000: 100.0 ;74.7 {53.0 {54.3 | 60.2 64.5180.7198.5]97.3] - 1.2

rs are eStimated upon the basis of returns from a sample number

(1) Tha numbers of stores are shown only for 1930.
The total number of stores in operation in these later years is

of fimus.

NOTE:

Total sales figures for later yeé

1

ot known.
(2) Sales figures for filling statioms for years subsequent to 1930 have been estimated from data on gasoline consumption and retail prices.

In a number of cases group totals include figures for classifications not separately shown.
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BRITISH COLULBIA - RETAIL MERCEANDISE TPADE, 1938.

Table 2.--Number of Chains, Chain Stores, Total Chain Store Sales

and Percentage of Chain Store Sales to Total,Sale&, by Years

1930 1933 1937 1938
ALL STORES, TOTAL -
CHAIME! «oje « « ofoione s%eramefifonssosrere 95 81 77 77
Stores (maximum) .ee.eesses 692 740 696 708
Chain sales siveeienceceaes | § 47,875,300 |4 32,405,600 |4& 46,497,900({8 45,510,500
Total sales .....evveuveeee | $248,597,500 $155,747,000 {#$232,740,000 $222,386,000
%, chains to total ........ 19143 L yw 20,8 20.0 20.5
Crocery and Combination
Stores and Meat Markots -
EHREMIE" . .oee o v sumemnt s e 19 17 15 14
Stores (mAXimMUM) .eeeeceune 244 282 292 281
Chain sales ............... { § 10,117,100 |8 8,862,400 $ 11,888,200(4 11,199,600
Total sales ............0.. | & 37,196,100 $ 24,455,000 | & 31,308,000 (¢ 30,575,000
%, chains to total ,....... 27.2 36.2 38.0 36.6
Variety Stores -
Chaing eecvvvancenacossosihe 3 3 3 3
Stores (maximum) ...eeeees4 21 21 22 22
Chain Bales isiccsvvaseeses | 2,769,700 |8 2,301,300 |4 3,176,000{% 3,250,500
Total sales .......evcv.uee | 8 3,640,000 |$ 3,025,000 $ 4,297,000(% 4,375,000
%, chains to total ........ 76.1 76.1 73.9 74 .3
Shoe Stores -
AR, sorommes e « M55 e srarsnsie 3 5 4 4
Stores (maximum) ,..eeseees 19 27 26 28
Chain 8818 ..seesesncnsosss 1§ 619,400 |3 640,000 |8 539,000 |4 590, 200
Total sales ............... | & 3,078,200 |4 2,062,000 |4 2,495,000 [8 2,473,000
%, chaing To total “if.a AN 20.1 31.0 21.6 3.9
Restaurants, Cyfeterias and
Eating Places -~ R
CRALNG i srereisis dRohorehes 0o 7 6 R
Stores (maximum) ...eecoes. 34 25 17 28
Chain 88163 i.csceevssscasss { & 1,213,000 |8 691,500 |8 263,400(8 732,300
Total sales ......eemeessss | $ 10,135,000 |4 5,220,000 (8 7,677,000 7,071,000
%, chains to total (L...... 12.0 13,3 3.4 10.4
Drug Stores -
Chaling amaermasEpEal def) o 4 3 3 4
Stores (MAXiMUM) ..veeeveos 41 39 43 50
Chain sales .......cccv0e0e §# 8 2,042,500 |8 1,367,500 | 1,729,200{8 1,923,600
Total sales ..c.vcvevecveas 1 ¢ 6,530,400 [$ 4,434,000 |4 5,655,000(8 5,615,000
%, chains to total .eevee.e 31.3 30.8 30.6 34.3
S, 08| SRS - N gy S | . R B I

Note: In some instances, figures for years subsequent to 1930 have been revised.

(1) Large change in chain ratio for resteurants between 1937 and 1938 due to re-
classification of one firm from independenf to chain store catogory.
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