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- CENSUS OF MERCEANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS

Retail Merchandise Trade in British Columbia, 1940

Roteil sales in British Columbia totalled $2u48,333,000 in 1940, up 11 per
cent from 1939 and approximately on & par with the dollar volume of business transacted
in 1930, the earliest year for which comparabls data are available. Indexes of sales
on the base 1930 equals 100 are 99.9 for 1340, 90.0 for 1939 and 89.5 for 1938. The in-
dex for 1933 stood at 62.6 so that there has been an increese of 51 per cent eince the
low level reached in that year.

With the exception of fuel dealers all lines of dbusiness for which separate
figures are avallable recorded increases in 1940 over 1939. Gains for stores specializing
in houschold furnishings exceeded those for most other trades. Furniture storee trans-
acted 19 per ~5nt more dbusiness 1in 1940 than in 1939; household appliance stores were up
21 per cent, while increases recorded by storos specializing in radios and musical in-
gtruments was oven groater amounting to 29 per cent. Anticipation of increased pricee
arising from the 25 per cent excise tax on radios end household olectrical applirnces
provided for in the War Conservation Act introduced at the beginning of December, s
wes the stimulating factor affecting the businces of stores specializing in these com-
mcdities.

Total sales of motor vehicle dealers estimated at $29,352,000 for 1930 were
15 per cent higher than in 1939. The increase in new motor vehicle sales alone &8s
moasured by dollar volume was similar to that for the motor vehicle dealer trade as a
whole, There were 8,718 new motor vehicles sold in British Columbia for $10,108,463 in
1940, up 11 per cent in mumber and 17 per cent in value compered with the preteding year.
Increesses were similar for passenger and commercial models. Included in the total figures
were 6,874 new passenger cars which retailed for $7,727,312 in 1940, There were also

1,844 commorcinl vehicles which sold for $2,381,151.

'Storee in the apparel group transacted 11 per cont more business in 19%0
then in 1939, results for individual lines of business within the group revealing in-
creases of 7 per cent for men's olothing stores, 13 per cent for family clothing stores,
11 per cent for women's apparel and accessories stores end 15 per cent for shoe stores.
It is estimated that grocery and combination storee transacted business to the value of
$26,939,000 in 1940, en incremse of 12 per cent over the preceding year. Department
store sales were up 11 per cent; varlety stores gained 10 per cent; hardware storss in-
creased their buvsiness 1l per ocent; drug stores gained 1l per cent, while Jewellery
stores rccorded a larger increase of 18 per cent. The increase for country general
stores was only U4 per cent, indicating that the increase in buying in the rural commmuni-
+10s was lower than that experienced by the urban trades.

Chain Stores

Trere were 73 chain store companies operating in British Qolumbia in 19%0.
These operatod a total of 673 stores within the province whose sales amounted to
$59,039,500, forming 23.8 per oent of the totel business of all retail stores including
both chains ani indepondents. In the prouceding yeer the same number of chain companies
Cperated 692 stores and accounted for 20.9 per cent of the business. Ratios of chain
to total sales for eorlier years are 20.5 per cent for 1938, 20.0 per cent for 1937, and
19.3 per cent for 1930. The chain store figuree covered the operetions of all retail
compenies oper:ting four or mors branches. Voluntary chains comprised of independent
proprietors grouped for dur'ng or advertising purposes are not considered aa chains for
the purposes of this report. It should also be noted that all depertment stores are
considered as independents irrespective of the number of units operated by any one company.




-2-

Included in the total chein figuree mentioned in the preceding parograph
for 1940 ore 12 firms specializing in groceries or meat products. These 12 campanios
operated 252 stores whose ecles amounted to $14,88%,300, forming 43 per cent of the
-otal business of all similar stores. In 1939 there were 13 food chain oompanies with
266 stores and theso transacted 40.2 per cent of the total business of all food stores
in that year.

Chains are also of considerable importance in British Columbia in the shoe
and drug retailing fields. There were L shoe chain campanies operating 28 etores in
British Columbis in 1940 and these had sales of $3,032,000 or 25 per cent of the total
business of all shoe stores. There were also 3 drug chain companies .with 49 stores
vhose sales of $2,225,%00 formed 35.3 per cent of the total business of all drug stores
in the province.

-

Scope of Report

The figures for 1930 shown in this report are taken from the results of
the Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments whioch was taken in eonnection
with the Decennial Census of 1931. Indexes of sales for yeers 1931 to 1940 have been
camputed from ennual surveys of retail trade, for which returns are received from all
chain store companies and from a representative number of independent stores, These
indexes have been then applied to the total sales figwres for 1930 in order to give the
most accurate estimate available of the total retail trade in later yeara. It 1a,
therefore, apparent that figures shown herein must be considered as relating to the
*~tal tradu and not to the business of only those stores included in the sample covered

Po 1Y ye&ra

It should also be clearly understood that all reteail sales figures given
in this report relate to storee grouped asoording to kind of businese and not to oam-
modity sales, Grocery etores sell a number of lines of goods in addition to strictly
grocery items. Drug stores are not restricted to the sale of druge and medicines. On
tho other hand, groceries aro sold in meny kinds of stores in addition to those units
olaseified as grocery storea. Country general stores and dopartment stores are aotive
competitors in the sale of grocery products,
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Teble 1.--Total Net Sales and Salea Indexes, by Kindas. .of Business

1940 Total Net Sales, Indexeg_ of Retail Sales % of
Kind of Busineas Number(1)] Total let (Estimated) ?1930 = 100) Change,
of Storeq  Sales 1939 1940 1930 1933 19341 1935 1937 1638) 1939; 19L40119%0/9
: $ $ $ '
Total, All Stores ............ 9,501 248,597,500 223,769,000 248,333,000 1100.0| 62.6] 69.6] 75.8 193.6] 89.5| 90.0 + 11.0_
FOOd GIOUP eoveececccracesess.l 3,476 | 48,692,000 | 41,201,000, 45,177,000 }100.0| 66.2| 69.7) Th.7 85.1} 82.9! 8k4.6 + 9.7
c and confectionery stores ..... LY 4,699,300 | 3,484,000{ 3,860,000 }100.0| 61.5| 63.6| 65.4 80.0] 75.2f Th.1 +10.8
F;nuid{ and :ggetable BLOres .veveeves 192 1 61&8 000 1’61&7, 1’780 000 ]100.0| 80.8| 83.9] 91.L4 109.71100.8] 99.9 + 8.1
Grocery and combination stores ..... 1,461 26 287 900 | 2L,14k,000 26, 939, 100.0| 69.5| 72.8| 78.8 89.8| 87.8] 91.8 036
Meat markets (includes sea foods) .. 506 10, 908 200 7 339, 7,691,000 100.0| 56.7{ 60.6] 64.9 70.6| 68.8| 67.3 + 4.8
Country Ceneral Stores ..... 814 | 17,653,500 | 15,981,0000 16,540,000 [100.0| 65.5) 73.0] 80.0 95.1! 94.1] 90.5 + 3.5
General Msrchandise Group .. 202 h5j862,1.00 43,099,000 47,607,000 |100.0i 73.9] 78.0] 81.3 9k.2| 92.1] 9L.0|y L+ 1.5 . «
' w
Dopartment otores ..eeceicececsaass oo 25 1 38,831,900 | 35,088,000, 38,772,000 {100.0} Tk.1} 77.3| 79.8 91.Lk| 88.8f 90.4 +10.5
Dry goods 8tores ...ucvivcvrncannss . W@ e 1h6 600 | 2,201,000 2,533,000 ;100.0| 63.7] Thk.2| 81.1 102.3|101.3] 102.5 +15.1
General morchandise stores ........ . 35 1 243,600 i 081+ 000f 1,122,000 {100.0| 60.6] 73.6| 85.3 98.8[ 96.3| 87.2 + 3.5
Variety stores .....eeccevcccovacens 30 | 3,680,000 | 4, 726 000l 5,180,000 [100.0{ 83.1] 89.1] 95.k 118.0120.2] 129.8 B 8.6
Automotive Growp ........ 1,122 | 34,122,100 | 38,591,000 42,915,000 |100.0! 57.41 7k.4] 87.1 127.8,114.1! 113,12 + 11.2
Motor vehicle de8lers .......eseece.. 196 | 21,296,000 | 25,568,000 29,352,000 {100.0{ 48.0| 70.1} 89.9 148,2{ 123.9} 120.1 + 14,8
Accessories, tires and batteries ... L8 T 116 800 | 1,131,000 1,263,000 |100.0{ 65.1( Th.5| 76.6 96,7{ 95.7)101.3 ¢ 1.7
Filling stations(2) .............. 5 463 5,360 100 6 952,000 7,244,000 }100.0| 91.5{103.%[103.1 116.9 121;.0' 129.7 + k.2
CERPROOI xalivstithio sxnitinld = » «idlncp-sibihie o:d sible 368 | 5,607,200 l»oShooo 4,129,000 {100.0{ 59.3} 63.3] 62.9 69.9 71.:«.'i 72.8 + 1.1
Apparel GIouUp ....ceceeceeee 772 | 17,409,400 | 14,023,000] 15,499,000 [|100.0| 62.5] 68.3| 72.0 82.1} 78.2] 80.5 + 10,5
Men!s and boys! clothing and fur-
nishings (includes custom tailors) 342 6,366,200 4,771,000 5,110,000 [100.0] 54.3| 61.5| 67.6 78.8] 72.6f Th.9 § 7.1
Family clothing Btores ......c.cee.e S | L 828 000 622 000{ 1,831,000 {100.0{ 65.0{ 7k.7| 78.0 92,9} 89.1| 88.7 + 12,9
Women's apparel & accessoriea stores 257 6 137,000 h 996, 5,526,000 1100.0{ 67.9] 71.8{ 73.3 82,7| 79.8; 81.4 + 10.6
BLoe BLOreS ....ciiiveiiiasnnconenns 122 3,078,200 2 631+ 000{ 3,032,000 {100.0 67.03 71.8} Th.7 81.1} 80.3; 85.6 « 15,2

(1) ana (2):

See footnotes on Page 4.
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Table 1.--Total Net Sales and Sales Indexes, by Kinds of Business--(Contt'd.)

B e

1930 Total Net Sales, Indexes of Retail Sales % of
Kind of Business Number(1)| Total Net (Estimated) ' ' (1930 = 100) Change,
of stores Sales 558 1940 1630 [ 1933 1934 ] 1935 | 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1940/39
Puilding Materials Group ..... E 379 |12,348,900| 8,990,000 | 10,499,000 |100.0 u6.2) 0.4} 56.9] 63.7| 4.5 73.7 72.8’ 85.0 | + 16.8
Hardware B8tOreB .c.ces.ccecceccvccccscs 184 L,425,400 | 4,200,000 | %,675,000 [100.0 65.5| 72.%] 82.21 87.2[101.k}| 97.8]| 9%.9 105.8 | + 11.3
Lumber and building material dealers 83 3,945,800 | 2,700,000 3,151,000 [100.9} 40.0 L% | 49.2]| 58.3| 67.3] 64.9] 68.4 T79.9| + 16.7
Electrical, heating and plumbing, y ’
paint and gless 8hOPB eeeevesccene 98 2,130,600 1,122,000| 1,282,000 [100.0 30.8{ 32.3| 36.0| k1.2| 51.1] 56.5] 52.7] 60.2] + 14.3
{ i
Furniture and Household Group . 301 8,207,100 | 6,732,000| 8,243,000 |100.0 | 51.0] 60.3 68.2| 79.8| 86.9] 81.8] 82.04 100. 4| + 22.4
Furnitiure stores s.eceecccccssssoass 86 2,456,800 | 2,449,000 2,912,000 |100.0 | 61.7} Th.5 82,6| 94.7}106.0| 99.0] 99.7} 118.5| + 18.9
Household appliance BLOres s.evecees L5 1,942,700} 1,207,000} 1,463,000 |100.0 48.4{ 50.9]| 60.6] 65.7| T4.0] 68.6] 62.1} 75.3] + 21.2
Other home furnishings stores ...... 69 818,000 47,000 857,000 [100.0 | 56.2| Th.3| 79.0f 9%.5| 953.9 84.L| 91.3 104.8} + 14.7
Radio and music 8tOres ..ceesescecse 101 2,989,600| 2,329,000 3,011,000 |100.0 | k2.5| 50.9 58.4| 72.7| 77.8} 75.7} T1.9 100.7| + 29.3
Restaurants, cafeteriass and :
Eating Pl8CEB eevcesesscscone 634 |10,135,000] 7,000,000{ 7,406,000 [100.0}51.5| 57.9{ 63.9] 71.5] 75.7 69.8] 69.1% 713.11+ 5.8
Other Retail StOres e.escececss 1,801 | 54,167,400 | 48,152,000 54,447,000 [100.0§ 59.9] 66.61 72.6 81.3] 91.1] 88.1] 88.9] 100.5| + 13.1
Farmera?! supply BtOres .ceecececcccs 115 11,341,200] 9,553,000 10,461,000 {100.0 61.8] 75.11} 83.3| 89.8{102.3| 96.5| 8k. 9.2 + 9.5
BoOk BLOYO8 .cceseccsccssosnascssass 36 793,900 593,000| 643,000 |100.0 | 61.5 64.61 68.4f 73.3| 81.1| 75.7| Th.7} 8l.0f + 8.4
Coal and wood Yards ...oseccesccceas 181 5,699,200| 2,907,000 2,767,000 100.0}58.2{ 47.6] 52.3| 55.7| 37.2| 2.1} 51. 48.6| - 4.8
g BBOroHE ;. oissamssase smsvmaps s 268 6,530,400 5,666,000| 6,301,000 [100.0 | 67.9| T2.4| Th.9| 79.9 86.6| 86.0| 86.8 96.5| + 11.2
FlanIOte, np .. . i i daals 00505 snicais s um e 70 761,600 531,000 550,000 {100.0 | 57.5| 57.4| 60.1| 62.2} 70.0f 72.1| 69.7] T2.2| + 3.6
Jowellery 6tOrf8 c.ccescecececencone 137 2,668,200 | 2,601,000| 3,056,000 |100.0| 53.6] €6.8] 76.3| 84.9| 85.1 86.6| 97.9 11k,5§ + 17.5
Office, school and store supplies :
and equipment de8lOrs ..secesscsve 38 1,210,600 | 1,048,000 1,230,000]100.0| 40.5| 50.5| 60.1| 76.7} 93.4| 89.7 86.4 101.6] + 17.4
Tobacco ptores and 84ANASE seviesesss 198 2,900,800 | 2,632,000| 2,893,000 {100.0 [ 68.3| 72.3| 76.5| 85.1] 90.8} 88.6! 90.7 99.7} + 9.9
Government 11quor BLOres ....ccceees 73 | 14,735,400 { 14,960,000 | 17,590,000 {100.0 | 59.7; €8.8] 75.8; 86.5! 95.8| 93.2/101.5 119.4} + 17.6
Miscellansous kinds of business : i :
(includes secondhand stores) ... 685 7,526,100 | 7,661,000! 8,956,000 ;100.0 5k.3! 60.21 64.5 80.7! 98.5] 97.37101.§ 119.0} + 16.3

(1) The numbers of stores are shown only for 1930. Totel sales figures for later years are' estimated upon the baesis of returns froa a sample mmber
of firms. The total number of stores in operation in these later years 1s not known,

(2) Sales figures for filling stations for years subsequent to 1930 have been estimated from data on gasoline consumption and retail prices.

NOTE: In a number of cases group totals include figures for classifications not separately shown.
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BRITISE COLUMBIA - RETAIL MERCEANDISE TRADE, 1940

Table 2,--Number of Chaina, Chain Stores, Total Chain Store Sales

and Percentage of Chain Store Sales to Total Sales, by Years

e —— SR R e —— e === === =
1930 1933 1939 1540
ALL STORES, TOTAL -~
ghaine z.......5........... 95 El e 673
tores (maximum) ..veceseee : T40 692 73
Ch&in BaleB ed s evo 00RO 22h7,875,300 332 1“05’600 $ 1“6,868,700 $ 59’039,500
Total 88168 .veeervsoreenee 48,597,500 | $155 7h7,ooo $223,769,000{ $248, 333,000
%, chains to total .eeevees 19.3 20.9 23,8
Grocery and Combination
Stores and Meat Markets -
Chains z.......s........... iﬁ ég 13 12
Stores (maximumn) .eceeceess 2 2 266 252
Chain 88le8 ..vevsevesisene 10,117,100 | $ 8,862,400 g 12,653,300| $ 14,883,300
Total 68108 :.eldussossecsos 37,196 100 { $ 24,455,000 31 h83,000 $ 34,630,000
%, chains to total .eesece. 27.2 36.2 ﬂO. ﬁ).o
Variety Stores - y
Chains sssessvseessePEPER e 3 3 3 3
Stores (maximum) ...eceeo.. ' re gl 21 22 22
Chatn=sals, s s yws s safens z 2,759,700 i 2,301,300 2 3,369,100 $ 3,735,400
Pobal asdel o diee s seans 3,640,000 3,025,000 4,726,000| $ 5,180,000
%, chains to total ...e.cue. T6: L 6.1 7. 3 72.1
Shoe Stores -
Chaine 2..'.."5.....!"'.. 3 5 g 2’8‘
Stores (maXimum) .ceceveves i .
QUEE SRYeH . o wrai i TeEs 2 619, hoo i 640,000 g 617,700| $ 7,570,000
TERE). BBYOE .is 3BT Sesse FisieTa 5,078 200 a, 062 000 2,634,000| $ 3,032,000
%, chains to total ..eeeces 20.1 31 o 23.5 25.0
Restaurants, Cafeterias and
Eating Places -
Chﬂina LR R A I I I I A I B L 7 6 5 5
Stores (mayimum) .eeeeecocs 34 25 28 31
Chain 88168 .eseversrsacons g 1,213,000 |$ 691,500 g 728,200 $ 797,400
Total BRLES cevesseccsessss 10,135,000 | $ 5,220,000 7,000,000 | $ 7,406,000
%, chaing to total .,.ecese 12.0 13,3 10,4 10,8
Drug Stores -
Chains -(..ao-ooa)oo.uoo'aoto hh 3 3 hg
Stores (maximum) .eceeesees 1 39 pr |
Chain 88168 eieesecesesssse | $ 2,042,500 | $ 1,367,500 2 2,008,900 | $ 2,225,400
Total 88168 eeees vevosecne | $ 6, 550 400 | $ L h3h 000 5,666,000 | $ 6,301,000
%, chaing to total .sevvevee 51 3 ! 30 8 35.5 L 35')
i

Note:~--In some instances, figures for years subsequent to 1930 have been revised.
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