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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS.

Retail Merchandise Trade in Ontario, 1934

Retail trade in Ontario for the year 1934 amounted to }815,982, -
000, according to calculations made by the Bureau of Statistics and based
upon reports received for the annual Census of Merchandising and Service
Establishments. This figure represents an increase of approximately 11l
per cent in value of sales over 1933 and it is also 3.8 per cent higher
than the amount recorded for 1932. Representing the value of retail trade
for 1930 by 100, sales for the following years may be represented by 86.4
for 1931, 71.5 for 1932, 66.9 for 1935, and 74.2 for 1934.

While increases in trade were recorded for practically all lines
of business, the greatest gain over 1933 was experienced by motor vehicle
dealers. The total business of these establishments for 1934, including
the sale of both new and used vehicles, amounted to $87,818,000, an in-
crease of 38.8 per cent over the figure reported for 1933, and was about
on a par with the business transacted in 1931. Other kinds of business
which experienced marked upward movements in 1934, together with percen-
tage increases over 1933, are as follows: Household appliance stores,
3l.2 per cent; lumber and building material dealers, 25.5 per cent;
office, school and store supply and equipment dealers, 24.1 per cent;
radio and music stores, 19.2 per cent; men's clothing stores, 16.2 per
cent; and furniture stores, 1l6.2 per cent.

sales of grocery stores (including grocery stores with meat
departments) were $131,415,000 for 1934, an increase of 4.2 per cent over
the amount recorded for 1933 and approximately equal to the 1932 figure.
Sales of meat markets for 1934 were 323,427,000 or 14.5 per cent higher
than in 1933. Value of sales for country general stores showed an increase
over 1933 of 11.7 per cent; for department stores the increase was 6.2
per cent; for women's apparel and accesscries stores, 7.0 per cent; for
hardware stores, 14.0 per cent; for coal and wood yards, 2.6 per cent;
and for drug stores, 4.2 per cent.

chain Store Sales.--For all retall trade in the province as a
whole, the percentage of chain store sales to total sales has varied but
slightly since 1930, the first year for which figures are available. 1In
that year chain stores did 19.5 per cent of the total business of the
province while in 1933 the ratio was 20.5 per cent. 1In 1934 chain store
sales amounted to $162,096,200 or 19.9 per cent of the total business of
all stores. This figure includes the Ontario sales of all retail organi-
zations operating four or more units, exclusive only of department stores.
For the Census of Merchandising, all department stores have been treated
as independent establishments so that data for ownership groups of depart-
ment stores are not included in the chain store figures mentioned above.

Of the total sales of all grocery ana combination stores in
Oontario in 1934 amounting to $131,415,000, chain store sales were $54,180,-
500 or 41.2 per cent. In 1933 the corresponding ratio was 41.9 per cent
while in 1930 it was 38.9 per cent. The ratios of chain store sales to
total sales for 1934 for certain other kinds of business, together with
the corresponding ratios for 1933 in brackets, are as follows: Variety,
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5-and-10, and to-a-dollar stores, 94.2 (94.5); filling stations, 35.8
(31.9); shoe stores, 4l.1 (27.6); household appliance stores, 52.% (44.9);
and drug stores, 22.2 (22.4).

Scope of census.--This report is based upon returns received
from all chain store companies and from & representative number of indepen-
dent stores operating in the various lines of business for which data are
shown in the attached tables. In all, including both chain stores and
jndependent stores, returns were received covering approximately 10,000
establishments in Ontario and it is estimated that these transacted about
70 per cent of the total business of all retail stores in the province.
The reports which have been secured have been used to determine the most
probable value of sales for those units which do not report to the annual
census, so that the figures given in this report relate to all retail
trade and not only to the business transacted by the reporting firms. Since
reports are not received from all stores for this annual census, it is not
possible to state the total number of trading establishments operating dur-
ing the year. Table 1 shows the value of sales for each year from 1930 to
1924 for all retail trade in the province &s @& whole and also for the
various kind-of-business classifications used in this Census. Indexes of
sales (1930 = 100) are also shown together with the percentage chapge in
sales between 1933 and 1934. In Table 2 a comparison is made as between
chain store sales and total sales. Table 3 presents a comparison for 1933
and 1934 of sales by departments of department stores. Supplementary
tables are in course of preparation showing employment and wage figures,
gross margin percentages, and value of inventory on hand at the close of
the year. A detailed analysis classifying employees engaged in retail
trade on the basis of weekly wage payments is also being prepared.
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ONTARIO RETAIL MSRCHANDISE TRADz, 1934

Table 1.--Total Net Sales and Sales Indexes, by Kinds of Business

—

T e . -

- —e— — e ——_ —— e -
—— —— —— -——— == = — -

—— - —
———T

T —

Total Net Sales Index of Retail Sales 7 of
P (Fstimated) (1930 _= 100.0) _ Change.
1930 a9yl b 1932 .. 2938 1334 193011931 11932 11933 11934 4 120 )34
. ¥ ¢ ; @ :

Kind of Business

Total, ALl SLores «.eeeeenocers [1,099:990,200 | 950.891.0091786,082,000735.861,0001615, 982,200 1 100:0186.4 1.5 00 I L2 - Dhenen
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FOOd GrOUD :«:soceenessecvcenas | _ 255,936,200 | 221.951,0001191,937,900 1261 .515,0001 2

Bakery produc* stores (manufacturin
P

B

bakeries not incluvded) eeovecio-nsneces 5,022,200 4,520,000! 3,7C6,000| 3,455,000 3,822,000 |1C0,0,90.C 72,8 168.8]76.1 +10.€
Candy and contachionery stores .cceceessn 15,762,107 | 1.2,95€,000| 11,223,000 10.293,000| 11,216,030 |10J.0 82.2]71.2}65.217%.2 + 9.0
Dairy produsi declers (other thaa - 3
manufesturing dairizs) ...co.eessescens 14,172,300 | 12,736,£9C| 13,654,000 11,480,000 12,431,0¢0 | 100.0{90.C[82.2 [€L.C il ¥ 0.3
Fruit end vezehable stores eviiicacioecen 16,255,500 5,953,000 8,94),c00| 7,839,0¢00 5,074,050 }102.0 853|787 {T4.0]7C. T + 6.4
- v 2 o2 ’ o ey, Np = -, oy ~ /A i ~ =/ = ~ Iy D S
Grocery and coubinatica stores ..su-wcec: 172,925,303 1 152,095,000113%,504,0C0 12¢,070,0091132,425,00C | 2C0.0 3.4 (76.0172-917€.D i+ 3.2
iMzas rarkets (Licluding sec. I0388) s-caec 23,534,000 25,747,000 21,979,000 20,450,000 23,427,000 [12G.C(79.1 éf,z'é:‘s 6343 +14.5 ,
Othsr F00F 9t0T85 +.a.sscesenirsssoroccsoe 3,978,525 2,143,000 2 280,000 | = 2,X74,0€01 . 2,265,000 200.0:78.1 [£2.%158.7 |55.5 + Lol s
J
Country Cenaral §13783 (.c.oves i 40.35:000] 24,435,000| 33,330,090 37,210,000 [10€.0,83. T -6 6.3 0T 1 AT
! i
General Merchurdize Gronp coaee 365,047,906 11:3.870, 000.1424,236,900 132 -M,C‘:_}Iqu 73216894937 |+ 7.0,
Deparinont sbores eecevesec-oceccoccnnses Ty 129,3487,00Ci203, 577,090 $+.4%2,00511.09, 343,300 WEILITIR. R 12y 1R ST S + 6.7
];:'y g:')ds 5"601'?:‘ ae@:pc- 080 e0bdbEISESSEOECTPAC 13‘:1-'-45(\;1 :.‘L,lj.—'_;-k\‘..‘b ’,I;—;g‘b,UCd 83376,000 9)1625\}30 1':3'.0 ‘-)':'(l r':‘-t‘l ,63¢’:" {-‘9»3 : 9.4‘
Ceneral marhandisco SL0TEE coo.conosusnce 7.392,500 $,269,000 4,940,C001 4,4524,0001 5,177,000 | 1C..0 34.8|C?=l|§lc2‘70_? +14.5
V&!‘l("‘.}' B"}'Ji‘eﬁ PRI I - U BERE BURORE AN B I 1-9;6311.'2:) l?;l';‘.":"’;::}i 17;:’1’7;0‘3‘) ...‘.),844,0:: 16;21'2‘,(”—7:1 1..(’;:(1 \, o? l‘}\),‘:‘. 'l'l:,:e’., ‘:2,‘3 ‘: 8;_‘.
Bt AORETE CUOUD «nsesonceesons | 167,420,500 ) 229,328 020 120,777,969 1105,605,000112¢,452,000 L1 T‘ 5i65,2 86791567 4 30,8 .
i f i
Motor wenisle dealers ..c.oe:seentncosncc 109,630,100 | S7,963,20C| 64,602,000] 63,285,600 57,355,009 lo;aoiSocz £3.5157.7 {992 +35.8
hccesscrisa, tices and hatieries .ocecese 3,453,620 4,232,009 3,730,000 3,430,00C| 3,197,003 | 299977 -6168.4:52.9 73,0 i 6.5
Filling 3tations ceceeessacseveccnccarcons J4.9%56,332 | 30 385.0201 29,334,000 26,425,030 25,254,000 |100.0 26,3:34,3176.0(72.7 1 - i
Gareges ,4..................,‘,..be...,,.! a6 a3, ecnl 132,552,000 14,172,000 10,9%7,0001 11,243,000 1120.06 350|764 (¢8.91(70.6 + 2.4
Other autormotive establishments (insluding ‘ . .
- . - = {9 ~ ~
motorcycies, bicycles and supplies) «es 2,5E8,500 1,192,000 939,300 £38,000 030,020 |1C0.0|74.915%.1:56.5 |58.5 + 3.5
. .0 - oy P - R . 25447 P 58 = - 2 v N
BApparal Group es...ec:cevcneniood | 23122209 4 »f-A sl 200 ) Coa0n IV ALE L4 002,2001 04255, 790 _1102.0137:2 72,2 129 2078-0 4. +11.3
Man's and Loys' clothing snd furaishings ' | . 1 1
(inzludes cuatom t231%005) secesreacs o 32,345,726 2045543000 20,787,200 19,655,020 1 22,873,220 |if0.0 Sladiﬁngj £0.5170.8 41l 4
-~ o ia_ . ' - - i, ~~ - ~ . Navay 2 r - - ‘ o - - .
Sanisy cYothing 850765 ce-esensevocscoces | 14,'3?:)ﬁu 13,632,3CC | 12,012,800 L?,CQ?,C?O' 132595,004 ! ?,;3!25;3|y0‘?g§;,v §3<3 +1€.0
doren’e appacel and eacssseorics sbures o | 30:3QU;233 i | 2¢,10%,Cu0 | 20,224,000 QITh}u,uCu PREVVELT P Ry g o~.7],*:4 5 -G
L}".Ce 8"““:‘:;; vctio0reveoivsogOpITOCcrBOICBE I _Z),J'j\::"_." : : . ‘1‘256""‘)5001‘ ""')"-0‘;?/:003 -":’YJO‘CC,\ }A'“()‘(;EC?"I:T’} ?,t":t‘ C, ' !- :‘3
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"ONTARIO RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1934

Table 1.--Total Net Sales and Sales Indexes, by Kinds of Business (Cont'd.) -
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. Total Net Sales Index of Retall Sales » of
Kind of Business (Estimated) (1930 = 100.0) Charge
1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 19301 193111932193311934 | 1933-1934
v v 9 ¢ ? 7 -
Building Materials Group ........ | 61,398,100 ! 50,734,000 37,255,000{ 32,758,000| 38,688,000 {100.0| 82.6160.7153.4 63.0 +18.1
Hardware 8tOres ..eeeececeoses tereeneeeeees ] 27,752,300 | 24,089,000 19,038,000 17,428,000} 19,860,000 |100.0| 86.8 68.6162.8{71.6 +14,0
Lumber and building materials ......e.esses | 21,950,000 16,704,000 | 11,612,000{ 9,914,000} 12,441,000 | 100.0 16.1152,9(45.2|56.7 +25.5
Other building materials (including roofing .
materials) eeeceerraocscscsans S el aTeT9I0E 3,894,200 3,497,000| 1,776,000| 1,203,000{ 1,649,000 |100.0 89.8(45.6130.9(42.3 +37.0
Electrical shops (w1thout radio) .........) .
Heating and plumbing shops %% anonstineninstomerforr.o) 7,801,600 6,444,000| 4,829,000{ 4,213,000{ 4,738,000 |100.0 82.6[61.9]54.0160.7 +12.5
Paint and glass stores P .
Furniture and Household Group ... | 43,713,000 | 35,285,000] 26,479,000 22,887,000 27,431,000 |100.0| 80.7160.6]52.4162.8 +19.9
Furniture 8t0res ..eeesecess i veivessesass| 17,928,100 | 14,880,000} 11,438,000 10,129,000 11,773,000 | 100,0| 83.0|63.8[56.5165.7 +16.2
Household appliance 8tOres s.ceecevsscccces 7,505,400 6,522,000 5,276,000/ 4,548,000 5,966,000 {100,0| 86.9[70.3/60.6(79.5 +31.2
Other home furnishings (including floor. _ . ' =5
coverings, curtains, etc.) ..ecce.. arsesrereiiis 3,771,000 2,803,000 2,093,000{ 2,017,000 2,310,000 |100.0} 74.2 55.4153.4(61.2 +14.6
Radio and MUSiC SLOTGS - .eve-ssscessseseeas | 14,502,500 | 11,080,000 7,672,000| 6,193,000 7,382,000 }100.0 76.4[52.9(42.7(50.9 +19.2
Restaurants, Cafeterias and
Eating Places seece-ssscssacone 28,633,600 | 23,995,000} 19,013,000] 17,008,000 18,244,000 100.0| 83.8|66.4159.4]63.1 + 1.3
Other Retail StOres e..se.ss-eses | 220,737,900 192,659,000 164,721,000/155,116,000{169,223,000 {100.0} 87.3 74.6170.3116.17 + 9.1
Farmers' SUpplies e.o:cssecscecesecsnsaveans 15,046,100 { 11,792,000| 10,024,000{ 9,944,000 11,694,000 |100.0| 78.4]|66.6[66.1(77.7 +17.6
BOOK StOreS v...ceveeesossrssascscssascsnss 4,200,900 3,627,000| 3,002,000 2,649,000{ 2,739,000 |100.0 86.3/71.5(63.165.2 + 3.4
Coal and wood Yards eeeseeessssscsnssesosss | 45,212,700 39,697,000 36,170,000 38,386,000| 39,395,000 100.0| 87.8{80.0(84.9(87.1 + 2.6
Ice dBAlerS ....ecsesesscnsosavessssscssccs 2,268,000 2,282,000| 2,053,000/ 2,025,000| 2,072,000 }100,0 100.6/90.5(89.3191.4 + 2.3
DIUE SLOFEE «oeovveseeensenssssnsssasessass | 35,207,500 33,201,000 30,490,000| 27,462,000{ 28,610,000 {100,0 94,.3]/86.6(78.0(61.3 + 4,2
Floriets ......ce00ccacvccoccssocsssccceccne 416(”:000 3’827:000 3’2717000 2’880,000 3)123:000 100.0 83-2 71.1 62-6 67-9 + 8-5
Jewellery StOreS ceeecs.oesessssscsescsceas 11,338,500 9,286,000| 7,710,000 6,848,000 7,509,300 {100.0 81.9(68.0[60.4|66.2 + 9.6
Office, school and store supplies and :
eQuipment dealers seecescocsccssncoscsnse 9,170,300 7,721,000| 5,860,000/ 5,255,000 6,520,000 {100.0 84.2163.9(57.3(71.1 +24.1
Tobacco stores and Stands .eeessesecosessss | 15,407,200 | 13,974,000 12,449,000 11,232,000{ 11,941,000 [100,0| 90.7 80.8{72.9(77.5 + 6.3
Government 1iqQuor stOres ee.cescessacecsces 34,764,300 i 29,550,000 | 22,805,000/ 18,668,000 18,980,000 [100.0| 85.0/65.6(53.7|54.6 + 1.7
Brombra' warehouses ... seessssssessvasssnes | Lhy05%,400 | 13,569,000 10,590,000 9,756,000 4,087,000 [100.0| 91.1}71.1/65.594.6 +44.4
Unclassified kinds of bLsiness ,.s..... .... | 28,628,000 | 24,133,000] 20,297,000; 20,011, 000} 22,553,000 100.0 84.3/70.9'69.9178.8 +12.1
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ONTARIO RETAIL MIRCHANDISE TRADE, 1934

Table 2.~--Comparison of Chain Store Sales and Total Sales, by Years

‘iﬂgmm
1§§;===T ¥g3Ls 1932 1933 1934
& v g ) A
ALL STORES, Total Sales .{4¥1,099,990,200|950,891,000786,082,000 135,861,000}815,982,000
Chain store sales.|¢ 214,391,300{195,362,900/163,814,600[150,908,000{162,096,400
%, chains to total 19,5 20,6 20,8 20,5 19.9
Grocery and Combination
Stores, Total Sales ...|% 172,935,300 152,875,000(132,814,000126,070,000}131,415,000
Chain store sales.|$ 67,211,400| 64,130,400| 55,944,700]| 52,782,100| 54,180,500
4, chains to total 38.9 42,0 42.1 41.9 41,2
Variety, 5-and-10, and
to-a~-dollar Stores,
Total SBLEB .eveveeevseld 19,631,200 19,180,000] 17,747,000| 16,844,000f 18,214,000
Chain store sales.|$ 18,408,300{ 18,051,500} 16,728,500| 15,917,900} 17,151,100
%4, chains to total 93.8 94.1 94,3 94.5 94.2
Filling Stations, Total )
SBLOB ovvveveveeeseeeesld 34,756,300| 31,385,000 29,334,000| 26,415,000 25,264,000
Chain station salasle 9,332,900 9,724,300 9,197,400 8,432,700 9,042,300
%, chains to tctal 2649 31.0 31.4 31.9 35.8
Men's and Boys' Clothing
& Furnishings (includes
custom tailors), To%al |
50108 cevesecacssecseee |¥ 32,327,700 26,444,000} 20,787,000{ 19,655,000 22,873,000
Chain store sales. |y 6,357,500{ 5,111,900 3,439,900} 3,106,200} 4,005,400
4, chains to total 19.7 19.3 16.6 15.8 17.5
Family Clothing Stores, ;
Total SleB seseeeseees ¢ 14,882,300| 13,662,000 12,010,000 | 12,040,000] 13,965,000
Chain etore sales. |y 2,521,200 2,467,100§ 2.243,900| 2,259,200 2,688,800
4, chains to total 16.9 8.1 18.7 18,8 19.3
Women's Apparel and
Accessories Stores,
Total SBloS .e.eevveees |3 30,326,200 | 27,142,000 | 22;169,000| 20,228,000} 21,648,000
Chain store sales. [¢ 2,894,800} 2;439,800| 1,945,200| 1,660,600 1,708,600
%4, chains to total 9.6 9.0 8.8 8.2 7.9
Shoe Stores, Total Sales: § 16,175,100 14,509,000 12,649,000 12,099,000 12,760,000
Chain store sales. {¢ 3,290,200{ 34339,000¢{ 3,137,900 3,336,600| 3,963,400
4, chains to total 2023 2340 24.0 27.6 oW |
Household Appliance !
Stores, Total Sales ... [¢ 7,505,400 | 6,522,000| 5,276,000} 4,548,000( 5,966,000
Chain store sales. ks 3,403,800 | 2,813,100{ 2,446,400 2,041,300} 3,138,300
%, chains to total 45.4 43.1 46.4 44.9 52.6
Restaurants, Cafeteriae
and Eating Places,
Total 58188 .........00 [p 28,633,600} 23,995,000 | 19,013,000 17,008,000 | 18,244,000
Chain store sales. [3 5,962,800 4,856,700} 3,627,000} 3,024,900 2,870,200
%, chains to total 20,8 20.2 19 17.8 157
Drug Stores, Total Sales. | 35,207,500 33,201,000 { 30,490,000 27,462,000 | 28,610,000
Chain store sales. |» 6,989,200 7,280,400 6,974,500 6,163,800 6,344,400
%, chains to total 15.9 21.9 22.3 22,4 22,2
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Table 3.~-Sales by Commodity Groups for Department Stores, 1933 and 1934

Sales Sales \
Department in in Z of
4983 1934 __Chango
8 3
Total Sales, All Departments eesesseoss | 94,491,500]100,343,100] + 6.2

Apparel and accessories, women's, misses' and child- ’

ren's (including furs, fur goods, infants' wear,

hosiery. gloies, lingel‘le, th.) oooa.oooll.oclolvocv 24,009,400 25’444‘,200 +600
Automotive supplies (including tires, batteries, '

automotive parts) s a0 s et ee e Bt s et rEN s EeBREES 458,900 5413900 +18'l
Cafeterias and restaurants (including fountain and _ )

lunCh roomﬂ) LI L BN BN NS N A B R B B N R IR RN N R I I B U BB B A O 1’925’200 1‘967,300 +2¢2
Clothing and furnishings, men's and boys' (inoluding )

h&tﬂ wd CapB) B E B e et eeE s RN BRI RSRERNSLONEIROECNEIRES 11‘003’800 11’798’300 +702
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations (including '

cameras and photographic supplies) ececsssssessseses | 2,369,600| 2,215,900 | - 6.5
Dry goods and notions (including piece goods - silks,

woollens, cottons, linens - ribbons, laces,

embroideries, buttons, thread, patterns, yarns) .... | 8,664,300] 9,040,600 | + 4.3
Farm and garden equipment and supplies (including farm '

machinery, harness, seeds, ©tC.) seescececrocecnoses 526,100 590,500 | +1l2.2
Food and kindred products (groceries, meats, )

provigions, candies, fruit and vegetablss) s.....s.s | 5,787,300 5,454,600 | - 5.7
Furniture (including mattresses, Springs) eeceee.eeess | 5,289,600( 5,757,400 | + 8.8
Hardware and kitchen utensils (including paints, , ’

wallpﬂper) @9 e B B0 8 Ger et RR LIPSO NLIENTER S 3’220,700 3'401'600 +506
Home furnishinge (draperies, curtains, bedding, table -

linen, china, glassware, pictures, window shades,

floor coverin&s) .'.'...'.ll‘.....'ll'..l...'....... 9'449,%0 10’682'900 +13.1
Household appliances and electrical supplies (washing

machines, sewing machines, electric irons, vacuum

cleaners, refrigerators, stoves, electrical fixtures,

l&mpa) R R R R E R R T R N A AN B A SR B B SCRE I BN L I L 2,457]900 2,750’100 +1109
Jewellery and optical goods (including clocks, !

watches, eilverware, plated WALe) ceseescsoesseseses | 1,975,1001 2,141,800 | + 8.4
Leather goods and travelling goods (including purses

and hwd-baga) ..lll’..I..'I..Q..l.l...i..!......... 936,100 1’048'300 +12.o
Millinﬁl‘y 0 ¢ B S EHE R D S AN RSO AN LEIOGEOEIROSIRUESLSSIOEARITSTEOD 1,622]800 11695’700 :"4.5
Radios, musical instruments, and supplies «.eesesseeee | 1,543,800 1,696,100 | + 9.9
Shoes and other footwear (men's, women's and '

Chlldl‘ﬂn's) @SB 9P B0 S IR IEGERRPIIBIRAELERILLIOENRIGOSEED 7’596’400 7.918’600 +402
Sporting goods (including bicycles, toye, games) .eeee | 2,109,300 2,346,200 (411.2
Stationel‘y, bOOkB and m&g&ZiHSB ' EEEEEEEEEE R EIIIEN XN R 1’483’000 1.514,000 4' 2.1
Receipts from repair or service departments, not in- ;

cluded elsewhere (such as hairdressing, electrical

contracting, fur storsge, interior decorating) ...ee | 1,379,700] 1,397,900 | + 1.3
Miscellaneous merchandise (Specify principal depart- ’

ments included here, giving figures for each one

whooe sales amount to more than 5 per cent of total

StOZ‘e 8&168) l’ocuo-.to--v--ovvooo'loooo-aoqilooc.c.u 683’500 939,200

+37.4
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