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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISEMENTS

Retail Trade in Ontario, 1940

Retail merchandise trade in Ontario was up 13 per cent in 1940 over 1939
and was at a higher level than during any other year since 1929 according to the results of
the annual survey of retail trade conducted by the Internal Trade Branch of the Bureaun of
Statistics. Total eales ere estimated at $1,129,821,000 for 1940 and $1,002,071,000 for
1939, the figure for 1940 exceeding by 3 per cent the volume of business transacted in
1930, Indexes of sales o: the base 1930 equals 100 stand at 102,7 for 1940, 91.1 for 1939
and 8.9 for 1938,

All lines of businees for which separate figures have been computed report-
ed increased sales, increases for trades handling more Jurable items exceeding those re-
corded by food stores, drvg stcres and country gencral stores. The furniture and household
group came first in point of vicw of increaced business, Stores specializing in furniture,
household appliances or both furaniture and household appliances gained 23 per cent in
dollar business in 1940 over 1939, The increase for stores specializing in radios or
musical inetruments was even greater at 27 per cent. The War Exchange Conservation Act
introcuced at the beginning of December, 1940, provided for a 25 per cent excise tax on
the monufacturers! price of radics and electrical household applianoces. The tax was not
to apply on stocks already in ésalers® hands. The result was a marked increase in retail
purchasing of these commodities in December, customers endeavouring to satisfy their
requircments before dealers! stocke were depleted.

Sales for the cutomotive group of eatablishments as a whole were up 15
per cent from 1939. Total salce for motor vehicle dealers were estimated at $155,559,000
for 1940, up 20 per cent from the preceding year. The increase for new motcr vehiocles
alone, as measured in dollar volume, was similar to that for the motor vehicle dealer
businces as a whole, There were 58,104 new motor vehicles (exclusive of deliveries to
the government for war purposer) sold for $66,599,861 in Ontario last year, up 16 per cent
in number and 21 per cent ‘n value compared with the preceding year. Included in the
totals for 1940 were 48,777 new passenger cars which sold for $55,103,911, up 17 per aent
in number and 23 per cent in value from 1939, There were also 9,327 new commercial
vehicles sold for $11,495,950 in 1940, up 8 per cent in number and 10 per cent in value
compared with corresponding figures for 1939,

Sales of the apparel group as & whole gained 14 per cent, Men's and boys!
clothing astores were up 1% per cent; family clothing stores were up 16 per cent, while
stores specializing in women's apparcl were up 16 per cent, Shoe stores gained 1l per
cent,

Grocery and combination stores erc estimated to have transacted business
to the value of $164,621,000 in 1940, a gain of 10 per cent over 1939, Country general
store sales at $42,167,000 were wp 6 per cent from the preceding year. Peroentage in-
ercases for other important lines of business were as follows: 15 per oent for depart-
men* stores, 17 per cent for varlety stores, § per cent for hardware stores, 6 per cent
for coal and wood yards, 8 per cent for drug storez and 24 per cent for Jewellery stores.



- -

Chaln Storcs
There were 237 chain store companice operating in Ontario in 1940, These
operated 3,135 stores within the province with sales of $226,501,400, an amount which
forme¢ 2.0 poi nent of the total sales of all siores including both chaine and indepen-
dents, In 1932 the ratic of chain sales to total sales was 19,4 per cent; in 1928 1t
was 18.8 per cent while in 1930, the first year for which figures ave availdbla, the ratio

was 19.5 ver csnt.

Incinded in the total clair figzures mentioned ahove were 36 chaine in

he grocory oné cambination store fleld. Theos 36 chein companies oparated 813 stores
within the proviace vhose sales of $81,501,700 formed 45,5 per cent of the total sales of
~il grocery and corbination stores, including chains and independents. The chain flgures
relate to corporate chains only, groups of four or more stores under the same ownership
and menagement. Voluntary chains are not included iIn the chein store data given in this
report. Retlos of chain to total sales for 1040 for certein lines of business in which
the chain storo type cf distribution is important with figures for 1939 iIn brackets are
ar follows: 7ariety stores, 94,2 per cent (9%.0 per cent); won®s and boys* clothing
gtorea, 16,2 per cent (15.8 per cent); family clothing stores, 20.2 per cent (20.€ por
cent); wonen's apparel or accossorles stores, 15.2 per cent (15.8 pc cent); shoe gtores,
h1.6 por coent {38.5 por ceat); and drug oicres; 23,9 per cent (23.4 per cent).

Scope_of Repord

The figwres for 1930 shcwn in this report are teken from the results of
the Consue of Merchandising and Service Estuolisimsnts which was taken in comnection wita
the Deccnnial Consus of 1931, Tndexes of cales for years 1931 to 1640 have heen computed
fron annual surveys of retaill trode, for which returns are received from all chain store
cogpanies and frlm representative number of independent stores. These indexes have been
then applied to the total eales figures for 1930 in order to give the most accurate
estimate nval Labne of the total retail trade in later years, It i3, therefore, apparent
thut the figurce shown herein must be considered as relating to the total urade and not
vo tha businvce of only thide stores iNciuUGed in Gho sample coversed eanl year.

-

givon in this report rclate to stores grouped accerding to kind of businees and not to
commodity sales. Grocery stores sell a number of lines of goods in addltion to strictly
grocery iteme. - Drug stores are not resiricted to the sale of drugs ené medicines, On
the other hand, groceries are sold in many kinds of storss in addition to those units
clanglfied as arocery atores. Country general stores and department storcs are active

competitors in tho sale of grocery products.

it should also be clearly understood that all retail salos figures

Note: Figures covering the sale of new vehicles represent annual aggrogates of monthly
reporis compiled by the Dominica Burcau of Statistics,



ONTARTIO - RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1940
Teble 1.--Total Net Sales and Sales Indexes, by Kinéds of Business
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(1) and (2): See footmotes on page L.



ONTARIO - RETATYL, MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1940

Teble 1.--Total Net Sales and Sales Indexes, by Kinds of Business--(Contt'd)

Stores and Seles, 1930 | Estimated S?lee ; Indexe?lggoRetiéé)Sales ci of
8 "Number(l) | Total Net {add 000 f 5 : = i & ange,
PP . _of Stares | Sales 1939 194C  © 1930 i 1933, 1934 i 1935 ;' 19501 1G5T 195681 1938 19'1;01 1940y -
i o $ $ $ : ' ! ? J
s ) ~ - - —~ w0
Furniture and Household Group .. i 1,429 43,713,000 | 34,363 42,373 200.0 S2%, £0.5 L5720 "145451-; 7€, 2 Lugbhvgéégqhiﬁézéééa
FUrnAtUre S50TOS .onuernenavasnnencens | 523 17,928,100 | 15,678] 19,347 100.0;56.5 65.7 | 73.5 | 78,0, 90.,‘ 83,51 87.41107.9! + 23,1
Household appliance 6tOres ......ece.. 263 7,888,400 1 65175 T,57% §100.0 (3){ 66.3 { Th.0 75~6i 88.% 83.1 82.21100,9( + 22.7
Other home furnishings stores ........ 238 3,777,000 2,827 3,200 [100.0 } 53.k1 61.2 { 62.2 | 72,8} 80.§ 77.2| Th.8{ 84.7{ + 13.2
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( 1} The aumibers of steres are shown oaly for 1630, Total saliee flgures for later yeare are esiimated vpen the baesis of reotwwrwsa from o gempl s
wmber of firms. The total number of stores in oporaticn 1a thase laber yoars is not kmowm,
(2)

group total.
Note:

Figures for this classification for 1933 are not cons

Salen figures forr £illing staticas foo yaars sudsaequent to 193C have deen estimstod

In a number of cases group totals include figures for classifications not separately shown.

ldored sufficiently complete to warrant publishing.

from data on gasclino consumption and retall prises.

They are included, howover, in the
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Teble 2,--Number of Chains, Chain Stores, Total Chain Store Sales

and Percentage of Chain Store Sales to Total Sales, by Years

1940
ALL STORES, TOTAL - 7‘
Chalnse ,.e.vs “oesnsuee 250 21 233 237
Stores (maximum) .,.,. 3,276 3,210 3,102 Byl 35
Chain 88108 ,..0.0000. | $ 214,391,300 $150, 908 000 $ 194,347,400 z 226,501,400
Total BA1ES .evvvssess | $1,099,990,200| $741, 630 oo $1,002,071,000| $1 129,821 000
%, chaine to total .,, 19.5 20.3 19.4 20,0
Grocery and Coumblnation
Stores -
1% b R 24 26 38 36
Stores (meximum) ..... 1,020 1,038 936 813
Chain 881leS ....... 2:1-¢ 67,211, %00 & 58K 782 100 $ 71,099,900f $ 81,501,700
Total 88168 .evsarvess | $ 172,935,300 $126 070,000 $ 150,398,000] $ 16h 621 000
%, chains to total ,,. 38.9 hl g h? e h9 >
Variety Stores -
LT e 9 12 13 13
Stores (maximum) ..... 152 176 246 257
Chain 88108 vveeevees . $ 18,408,300; $ 15,917,900 $§ 23,688,200 $ 27,691,300
Total 88168 ...vesee0a| $ 19,631,200] $ 16 8ik,0000 § 25,207,000} $ 29 385 000
%, chains to total .,. 93,8 9& 5 94,0 94,
Ments and Boys® Clothing
and Furnishings (in-
cludes custom tailors)-
Ch&inﬂ ae U acses a0 e 15 10 11 11
Stores (meximm) ,.... 114 76 1 AL
Ol 88168 .0isresess] S 6,357,500| & Sya0Esecel $ 4,081,500| & k,749,500
Total BELES ....v.v0e.| $ 32,327,700| $ 19,655,000 $ 25,757,000 $§ 29,363,000
%, chains to total ... 19,7 5.8 15.8 16,2
Family Clothing Stores -
CEEMUIE s yeis. Teiekers G 10 9 13 13
Stores (max!imum) ..... 39 L6 68 69
Chain 881€8 .eecovevee| $ 2,521,200 $ 2,259,200 $ 3,261,500| $ 3,698,600
Total sales ..........| $ 14,882,300 $ 12,040,0000 $ 15,799,000 $ 18,279,000
%, chains to total ... 16.9 18.8 20,6 20,2
Women's Apparel and
Accesgorles Stores -
T 16 10 14 15
Stores (moximum) ...,. 90 T3 119 132
Chain 82168 ,.u.ess .| $ 2,804,800} ¢ 1,660,600 $  3,288,200| $ k, 73,300
Total 68188 ..sueevon. | $° 30, 326 200! ¢ 20,228,000 $ 23,7h2,000{ $ 27,422,000
%, chains to total ... o5 8.2 13.8 15.2
Shoe 8tores -
EREIRE o0 iv0nieone 8 10 12 12
Stores (maerimum) ..... 105 141 216 229
Chell 88165 «vsosensiy i 3,290,200 | $§ 3,336,600 $ 5,482,600 $ 6,553,800
Wtal Bales ,civseivie 16,175,100 | $ 12,099,000| $ 1h 22h ooo| $ 15,760,000
%, chains to total .., 20,3 27.6 38.5 41.6
Restaurants, Cafeterlas
and Eeting Places -
GRS  ovdooie otoriare R 12 10 8 8
Stores (maximum) ..... 127 2287 103 105
AR AElEs ;i vesine | $ 5,962,800 | $ 3,024,900 $§ 3,372,400 i 5,852 500
B EERES o0 ssoman | 28 633 600 | $ 17,008,000 $ 19,359,000 21,411,000
¢, chains tc total ... 20.8 I 17.4 18,0
Drug Stores - |
RN o o555 o ons v os 11 13 1h! 5
Stores (maximum) ..... 137 156 185 193
(gl BEIeS .:ud.s s i 6,989,200 | $§ 6,163,800 2 7,623,200 $ 8,439,500
Total 88le8 coeveerree 35,207; 500 $ 27, h62 000 32, 552}000 $ 35)251",000
%, chains to total ... 19.9 22, | . 23,9

Note:

In sonme instances, figures for years subsequent to 1930 have been reviaed.
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