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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISB1TS 

Retail Trade in Ontario, 1940 

Retail merchandise trade in Ontario was up 13 per cent in 1940 over 1939 
and was at a higher level than auring any other year since 1929 accordIng to the results of 
the annual survey of retail trado conducted by the Internal Trade Branch of the Bureau of 
Stati3t1c8. Total eales are estimated. at $1,129,821,000 for 1940 and $1,002,071,000 for 
1939, the figure for 1940  exceedng by 3 per cent the volume of business tranaacted. In 
1930. indexes of sales 0:: the base 1930 equals 100 stand at 102.7 for 1940, 91.1 for 1939 
and 89.9 for 1938. 

All lines of business for which separate figures have been computed report-
ed increased sales, increa9es for trades handling more iu.rable items exceeding those re-
corded by food stores, drug stcres and country general stores. The furniture and household 
group caine first in point of view of increased. buainees Stores specializing in furniture, 
household, appliances or beth furniture and household appliances gained 23 per cent In 
dollar business in 1940  over 1939. The Increase for stores specializing in radios or 
musical instruments was evon greater at 27 per cent. The War Exchange Conservation P1ct 
introcuced at the beginning of December, 1940, provided for a 25 per cent exciae tax on 
the manufacturers' price of radios and ele:trical household tpplianoes. The tax was not 
to apply on stocks already in doalersl hands. The result was a marked increase in retail 
purchacing of those cocciitiea in December, customers endeavouring to satisfy their 
requirements before d.ealers stocks were depleted 

Sales f or the automotive group of establishments as a whole were up 15 
per cent from 1939. Total sales for motor vehicle dealers were estimated at $155,559,000  
for 1940, up 20 per cent from the preceding year. The increase for new motcr vehicles 
alone, as measured in dollar volume, was similar to that for the motor vehicle dealer 
business as a whole. There were 58,104 new motor vehicles (exclusive of deliveries to 
the government for war purposer) sold. for $66,599,861 in Ontario last year, up 16 per oent 
in number and 21 per cent fm value compared with the preceding year. Included, in the 
totals for 1940 were 48,777 now passenger cars which sold for $55,103,911, up 17 per cent 
in number and 23 per cent in value from 1939. There were also 9j327 new comnz'cIa1 
vehicles sold. for $11,495,950 in 1940, up 8 per cent in number and 10 per cent In value 
compared with corresponding figures for 1939. 

Sales of the apparel group as a whole gained l4 per cent. Men's and boys 1  
clothing stores were up Ili per cent; family clothing stores were up 16 per cent, while 
stores specializing In woments apparel were up 16 per cent. Shoe stores gaIned. 11 per 
cent. 

Grocery and combination stores are estimated to have transacted business 
to the value of $164,621,000 in 1940, a gain of 10 per cent over 1939.  Country general 
store sales at $42,167,000 were up 6 per cent from the preceding year. Percentage in-
creases for other important lines of business were as follows: 15 per cent for depart-
ment stores, 17 per cent for variety stores, 9 per cent for hardware stores, 6 per oent 
for coal and wood. yards, 8 per cent for d.rw r3torca and 24 per cent for jewellery stores. 



Chain Stores 

There were 237 chain store companies operating in Ontario in 190. These 
operatod. 3,1315 torus within the province with sales of $226,501 )  l.00, aa amount which 
formed 2')..0 poz cent of the total sales of all stores including both chaIns and indopen- 

,/ 	dents. In 1939  the ratio of chaIn sales to total sales was 19,4 per cent; in 1938  it 
was 188 ser ccnt thile in 1930;  the fIrst year for which figures are available the ratio 
was l9,5  oor cnt 

Inciu.ed in the total chain figu.res mentioned above icro 36 chaIns in 
t!2e groc:y cn5. •:of.natIon store f1o1d Thcw7,  36 chrAn cmpanion oprated 813 stores 
within the pivIe wh000 sales of 81501700 ford 495  per cent of the total sales of 
' 1 grocery and. combination stores, Inc1u1ng chains and ind.ependents The chain figures 
rolate to corporate chains only, groups of four or more stores under the same ownership 
and management Voluntary chains are not i.nc1ud.ed in the chain store data gIven in this 
report. Ration of chain to total sales for 10 for certain lines of 'ouslness In which 
the chain store type of distribution Is Important with figures for 1939  In brackets are 
ar fo11os: 	variety stores, 94.2 per cent (9,0 per cent); xxnVs and hoys clothing 
etors, 16,2 per cent (15,8  per cent); family clothing stores, 20.2 per cent (20,6 per 
cent); 	apparel or accessories 'tores 1  l52  per cent (13.8  per cent); shoe stores, 

po.' cont (38,5 per cent; and drug otoros 239 per cent (23 per cent). 

of Report 

The figures for 1930  shown In this report are taken from the results of 
thr Census of MerchanìdisIng and Service Es ollshnentu which was taken in connection 
th. Decennial Census of 1931 Indexes of sales for years 1931  to 1940 hacc been computed 
from annual svcys of retail trade, for vich i'otrns are received from all chain store 
cornpanIes ancl from a rEpresentative number of independent stores Thesc indexes have been 
then applied to the total sales figures for 1930  in order to give the most accurate 
est.mate avaIlslo of the total retail trade In later yesra it 13 therefore, apparent 
that the figLwes shown her nmustbeconeidoredacroiatino_the tothitrade and not 
60- T10 buriine •- only 	so stores included in the sample covered enb year. 

It should also be clearly understood that all retail sales figures 
given in this ropor relate to stores groupod according to kind of business and not to 
coiwnodlty sa1oa Grocery stores sell a numor of lines of goods in acidlticn to strictly 
'ooery Itone, Drug stores are not restricted to the sale of drugs and medicInes. On 

the other hand, grocorl.es are sold In many kinds of stores In addition to those wilts 
clanoifieci as grocery stores. Country general stores and department stores are active 
competitors In the sale of grocery products0 

Note: P1uros covering the sale of new vehicles roprcsent annual aggtcgates of monthly 
reports compiled by the Dominlcn Bureau of Statistics. 
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Table 1.--Total Net Sales ana bal 
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t1iv 	GfOUp 	.... ........ 	... 
I 	 i16(,1O, 01135 	j+1 11. 

Motor vici.o 	eaJz: i,oi8 o9 1 633 9 1o. 100.3 57.7 80.1 95 .51105 136 	i1: 	C 87'11, ~ 19.5 
L09 	2 
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-aragca 	 ..... ...........,.. l,29 15,93l600  13 ) 81 :L5,]17 103.3 '58,9 70.6 71,8 76.'2 	86 	86.3i 663 	99.± 	93 

Apparol Group I1.)1.81i- 9711300- 79522 90,82. 100.0 68.3 76,0 79.3 84i 	90.5 	83.7 
- 	 I 
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Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings 

	

(includes cutrn tailors) ........... 	 1 1 662 
Family clothing stores .......... ...... 

	

Women' a apparel and accessories stores 	1,569 
hr 	..+r.,w,,, 	 . 	 7P 

32,327,700 25,757 29,36 	100 0 60 8 70 8 
93.8 

75 1 	80.8 I 8r 61 78. 2 1 79.7 	90 	l 	0 

107.3 ill6.01105.01106 . 2  1122.8I4 	15.7 11i.,882,300 15,799 18 , 2791 100.0 80.9 99.7 
90)-+ 15.5 30,326,200 

1 	17S 	irc 
23,711.2 
hi 	ti. 

27,11.221100.0 
1760:i000 

i66-7  
7L8 

7l. 1l. 
78Q 

	

72.9 	77.0k  8o,9 	76.6 	78.3 

	

80..8 	84L6 	90.8c 88.5 	87.91 97.11. + 10.8 

;;;;th;11 	; 	.:..: 
Hardware stores 	........... ............. 

L2,030 
1,135 

;;:;;; ;:;i 59, 2 8I 100  0 53 65.0 6.; 71.11. 	3 ,  965 + i 	8 
- 

27,752,300t 	25,013 	27, 289;100.0  162.81 71.6 	7L5 	82.0 	91.l1. 	90.2 	90.ii 98.3 
96.3 

+ 
+ 

9.]. 
18.9 Lumber and building material dealers .. 297 21,950,000j 17,771 21,130 100.0 11.5.2 	56.7 60:3 69.8 1 80.1 76.81 81.0 

Electrical, heating and plumbing, 
paint and glass shops .............. 507 

- 	- 

7,801,600. 5,911.0 	6,706i00.0 51i..O 	60.7 
0 	 l 

63.7! 69.11 79.8: 77.9 76.1 1  8.0 + 12.9 

(i) and (2): See footnotes on page li. 



oTl'rAPxo - PETAIE. MERCA!DTS2 TRADE 
Table l.--Total Net Sales and Sales iee, by Kin 	inesn-- (Conttd) 
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Li-° and Sales, 1930 	Estflnated. Sales 	 dexe of Retail Sales 	 % or 

	

Kind. of Buniness 	 . NutniCi) Total Net 	(add. 000) 	 (1930= ioU) 	 Change, 
C f Stares 	Sales 	1939 	19'+O 	195O,l935 1931 il93 19361 l937 10 d'1939 , l9I.o lJ±L - 	

i:L 	roup I t 	zp : 	 }J 	LLL 
Furniture stores 	. 	 . 	523 	17,928,100 	15,678 	19,314.7 	1OO.O • 56.5 6.7 73,5 78,0 9o.1 	87.i. 107,9 -- 23.1. 

26,9 

Household appliance stores ........... 	263 	7,5O5,1.00 	6,173 	7,571k 	100.0 	(3) 66.3 71i..O 75.6 88)ii 83.1  82.2 100.9 + 22,7 Other home furnishings stores ...... 	238 	3,777,000 	2 1 827 	3,200 	100.0 53.4 61.2 62.2 729 8 80.E 77.2  74.8 8.7 + 13,2 Radio and nrsic stores ............... 	405 	114,502,500 	9,685 	12,252 	1 100 . 0  42.7 50.9 57.9 64.2 74.' 6o 66.8 84.5 4 .  26.5 
Restaurants, Cafeterias and 	 - 

Eating Places ............... 	2,306 128,6,p 	l959 	2i14fl 	100.0 59,,141 63.7 65.3 69.l 73. 	6c..8 67.6 ...78 
Other Retail Stores .... .,.. .... 	91411 1 220,737,900 2055 	 1 100.070.3176.7 18.2 ?I 2b5J 23t 	 12.5  

Farmer9 supply stores ,...,. 	79 	150 1 6;lO0 13,880 	15,726 	1ioo.o66,i 77,7  78.1 &,0!flO.)l0O,5 	,2JlO,S ~ 13,3 Book stores 	
: 	 177 	14,200,900 	3,611 	3,889 	l03O 1 3.1 65.2 69.2 714.7 85.0' 8! 	86o 92.6 + 7.7 Coal and. wood ycrd.e ...,.,,,,,.,, 	 835 	1l.5.2127o0 	147, 1.O14 	502.8 	'1O'3,0 	87l 89.3 9)i..8 93,5 	1o..8 ui,i ± 6, 0  ., Drug stre 	,,,, 	 oc 	l,-r64- 	35, 23?g50') 	2,5'2 	1O 0 18.c' 81 3 83,8 8'; 0'  9 	' - 	 100.1 	8 3 -- 

	

390 	4 6')O OOi 	3 > 5c 	l0. 'OC' 	4 9 ',.O 72,2 (9.( 	7O 	r 5 Jeflory storr' 	 C')6 	11,3.3853. 	1O,1 	J2 ) 590 	13D0 6') 	2 70.(3 78.i 53.- b  Office, sobool awl, store e'ippiiee 

	

-id eq.dt.ri Ic n' 	 l'S9 	7 1 7C 33) 	12 617 	iy o 157,, 	'd j 	T(9 8 	
: 'LoL 	3S T&acc E'toreg an st.ands 	, 	 1,290 	15 07 233 	L°' 	1 3J 	l0O.0 (29 77 5 795 	92,0 92,7' 	3'iO 9 - 12 3 0cvrti€'-jt 	o 'to:-o 	 122 	76J~,33j 	22,3L,$ 	21 	O0 0 	56 ' 5.0 5j 	#.2 '4c 6 	70.0 -,- 9.0 Miscellaneous kInds of busnos 	- 

(inciuding aecon&hand ateres) 	3,5914 1  145,790,400 	148,643: 	56741- 	.L01,0 69,14 1  814,5 1 85 . 2 1 88.5 1  98.699 3106 2t1239 -i- 16,6 

(I) The nurtbers of stores ax-s shown only for 3930.. Total sales figures for later yeai' 	estinated upon the baeis cf 	in fron a sample rr1- er of firw3.. The total nizbor of atoros in operation In theo iater yors is not 1ira. 
S 'Lles fcx'e fo: filltig stations for y.'are s equc:ot to 1930 have be'n e'tIi.to fran data on gasoline consumption ar1 retail prices,. 
Figu.res for this classification for 1933 are not considored sufficiently complete to ''arrant publishing. They are included, however, in the group total. 

Note: In a rumiber of cases group totals Inc lud,o figures for classifications not separately shown. 



16 	 10 
90 	 75 

$ 	2 , 8915 800  $ 1,66o,600 $ 
$ 30,326, 200 $ 20,228,000 $ 

9.6 	I 	8.2 

111. 
119 

3,288,200 $ 
23,742,000 $ 
15.  

15 
152 

27,1122,000 
15,2 

8 
105 

3,290,200 
16,175, 100 
20.3 

1141 
$ 3,336,600 
$ 12 ,099,000 

27,6 

12 
216 

5,482,600 
14,224,000 
38.  

12 
229 

6,553,800 
15,760,000 
41.6 

$ 
$ 

$ 
$ 

12 
127 

5,962,800 
28,633,600 
20.8  
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ONTARIO - RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1940 
Ta1e 2.--Number of 	Chain Store Total Chain Store Sales 

ore Sales to Total Sales, by Years 

1930 	I 	1933 	I 	1939 
	

1940 

ALL STORES, TOTP1L - 
Chains 
Stores (maximum) 
Chain sales 
Total saics 
%, chains to total 

250 
3,276 

$ 2114091,300 
$1,099,990,200 

19.5 

21 
3,21 

$150, 908,00 
$741, 650,00 

20.3  

233 
3,102 

$ 194,347,4O0 
$1,002 1  071,000 

19.14 

237 
3,135 

$ 226,501,400 
$i, 129,821,000 

20,0 

Grocery and CcIfDination 
Stores - 

Chains 
Stores (msxinmm) 
Chain sale 
Total sales 
%, chains to total 

Variety Stoi'es - 
Chains 	3 • • • • • • . 
Stores (maximum) 
Chain Balcs 
Total sales 
%, chains to total 

Ments and  Boys!  Clothing 
and Furniehng3 (in- 
cludee custom tailors)-

Chains . . 	. 	. . . . . . . 
Stores (maxImum) 
Chain sales 
Total saisu 
%, chains to total  

	

214. 	 261 

	

1,020 	l,03e1 
$ 	67,211,14.00 $ ,2,782,lOcl $ 
$ 172,935,300 $l26,o7o,0001 $ 

	

38.9 	419 	I 

	

9 	 121 

	

152 	176  
$ 18408,300 $ 15,917,900 $ 
$ 19,631,200 $ 16,844,0001 $ 

	

93.8 	1 	94.5 	I 

	

15 	1 

	

117 	 7 
$ 	6,357,500 $ 3,106,20 $ 
$ 32027,700 $ 19,655 o OOO $ 

	

19.7 	15.8  

38 
936 

71,099,900 $ 
150,398,000 $ 

1.7.2 

13 
2146 

23,688,200 
25,207,000 
94.0 

$ 
$ 

11 
77 

4,081,500 $ 
25,757,000 $ 
15.8 

36 
813 

81,501,700 
164,621,000 

49.5 

13 
257 

27,691,500 
29,385,000 

914,2 

11 
76 

40-740, 0O 
29,363,000 
16.2 

Family Clothing Stores - 
Chains ...... ..... 
Stores (maxImum) ...,. 
Chain sales 
Total sales 
%, chains to total 

Wonien's Apparel and 
Accessories Stores - 

Chains 
Stores (maximum) 
Chain sales 
Total sales .,........ 
%, chains to total 

$ 
$ 

10 
39 

2,521, 200 
14,882,300 
16.9 

$ 2,259,2001 $ 
$ 12,O4O,000f $ 

18.8 	I 

13 
68 

3,261,500 
15,799,000 
20.6 

$ 
$ 

13 
69 

3,698,600 
18,279,000 
20.2 

Shoe 8torea - 
Chains 
Stores (max.mum) 
Chain eale 
Total sales 
%, chains to total 

Restaurants, Cafeterias 
and Eating Places - 

Chains . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Storeø (maximum) 
Chain sales 
Total eales 
%, chains to total 

Drug Stores - 
Chains . . . . . , . . , , , . 
Stores (maximum) 
Chain sales ,.,,....,. 
Total sales 
%, chains to total 

11 13 14 i 15 
157 156 1851 193 

$ 	6089, 200 $ 	6,163,800 
$ 27,462,000l 

7,623,200 $ 	8,439,500 
$ 	35,207,500 32,552,000 $ 	35, 254,000 

19.9 22.4 	1 23,4 23,9 

Note: In some instences, figures for years subsequent to 1930  have been revised.. 




