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NON-RESIDEN11AL GENERAL BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS 

Selected Financial and Operational Ratios 

Non-residential General Contractors constitute one 
component of the Construction Industry census program 
being conducted by Statistics Canada. This program was 
initiated in response to various governmental and non-
governmental demands to substantially improve the 
quality and quantity of statistical information on the 
Construction industry. 

For the purpose of this census, the Non-Residential 
General Contractors Industry is defined as all establish-
ments earning revenue primarily from non-residential 
building activity (i.e., factories, office buildings, schools, 
hospitals, etc.) as a general contractor. In addition to 
construction of entirely new structures, this industry 
includes additions, renovations, alterations and repairs to 
similar structures. The information provided relates to the 
calender year 1982 but for companies not using the 
calender year for accounting purposes, fiscal periods 
ending between April 1, 1982 and March 31, 1983 are 
included. 

Included in this early data release is financial informa-
tion relating to the profit and loss and balance sheet-
statements. Labour data such as manhours worked, 
number of salaried employees; operational and orga-
nizational data such as types of construction performed 
by province and size group, structure, type of work and 
legal entity will become available after completion of the 
ongoing census.  

1982 

ENTREPRENEURS GENERAUX EN CONSTRUCTION 
NON-DOMICIUAIRE 

Quelques ratios des finances et de l'exploltatlon 

Le recensement des entrepreneurs géneraux an construction 
non-domiciliaire eat un élément du programme de recensement 
de l'industrie de la construction quo Statistique Canada est en 
train de rèaliser. Ce programme a été lance pour donner suite 
aux différentes demandes des secteurs publics et privés en vue 
d'améllorer do taçon appreciable Ia qualité et Ia quantité des 
données statistiques recueillies sur l'industrie do Ia 
construction. 

Aux fins do ce recensement, on ontend par industrie do Ia 
construction non-domiciliaire toutes los entreprises dont le 
revenu provient principalemont do Ia construction non-
domiciliaire (c.-à-d., manufactures, ôdif ices a bureaux, écoles, 
hôpitaux, etc.) en qualité d'entrepreneurs generaux. Cola no 
cornprend pas seulement Ia construction do nouvelles structures 
mais aussi los rajouts. renovations, modifications et reparations 
a ce genre do structures. Los données visent l'anriée civile 1982 
mais, pour los entreprises dont l'exercice no correspond pas a 
lannèe civile, los exercices financiers se terminant entre le 1 or 
avril 1982 et le 31 mars 1983 sont égalemont pris en compte. 

On y trouve los donnèes tinancières contenues dans los ètats 
do profits et pertes et les bilans. Los données sur Ia main-
d'oeuvre tells que 10 nombre d'heuros-homme travaillèes, le 
nombre d'employès salaries, etc., ainsi que los données opéra-
tionnelles et structurelles comme le genre do construction 
exècutée par province et tranche do taille, Ia structure, Ia nature 
des activités et los (ormes juridiques seront disponibles apres le 
parachèvement du recensemont en cours. 
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This release provides information from a sample of 
750 general contractors primarily engaged in non-
residential building during 1982. These businesses re-
ported revenues during 1982 of $4.1 billion. It is antici-
pated that full census data for this sector will be available 
by mid-1984. However, the sample from which the 
information in the accompanying tables is derived, is 
large enough to permit the release of ratios which are not 
likely to vary appreciably from those derived from the 
completed census. It should be mentioned that historical 
data are available for this census group covering the 
period 1971-1981 in Statistics Canada, Catalogue 
64-207. 

Further Information. Requests for further information or 
suggestions, should be addressed to : Construction 
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A M. 
Mr. T. Dempsey, Tel. 995-8423. 

On trouvera ici des renseignemerits fondes sur un öchantillon 
de quelques 750 entrepreneurs generaux dont Ia construction 
non-domiciliaire a constitué Ia principale activité en 1982. Gas 
firmes ont déclaré des revenus buts se chiftrant a $4.1 milliards 
en 1982. Toutes les données de recensernent pour ce secteur 
devraient sortir vers le milieu de 1984. On croft toutefois que 
I'échantillon utilisé pour recueillir les données des tableaux 
annexes est suffisant pour permetire de publier des ratios que ne 
différeront vraisemblablernent guere de ceux tires du recense-
ment. II est a mentionner que Statistique Canada présente, pour 
ce groupe du recensement, des données retrospectives sembla-
bias pour Ia pèriode de 1971-1981 dens sa publication 64-207. 

Autres renseignements. Adresser toute demande de rensei-
gnements ou toute suggestion a: Division de Ia construction, 
Statistique Canada, Ottawa (Ontario), K1A M. M. T. Dempsey, 
té'. 995-8423. 

TABLE 1. Selected Financial Ratios, Canada, 1975-82 

TABLEAU 1. Proportions financléres cholsies, Canada 1975-82 

Item - DtitI 	 1975 	1976 	1977 	1976 1 	1919 	 igeo 	1961 	 1962 

per cent - potscentage 

Net operating profit (loss) betora texas - Btintiulces (pertes) nets 
d'exptottat,cn svwI .TOb 	 30 	 2.5 	 13 	 15 	 1.5 	1.4 	1.6 	 18 

Operating revenue - Total - Revenue d'exptoltation 

Net operating protil (tees) belore taxeS - Btintiuices (perles) nets 
d'exptoltation avw4 tiopOts 	 35.1 	 25.3 	 16.4 	 15.3 	 15.6 	 17.3 	 20.4 	 20.4 

Equity -   CAOW 

Fixed assets - Inwnobeteatlona 



TABLE 2. Financial Ratioa by Size Group,(1) Canada, 1982 

TABLEAU 2. ProportIons financléres sulvent Is trenche do tallIe(1), Canada, 1982 

Item - Detail Total 
$ 10.000- 

749,999- 
$750,000- 
900,999 

$1,000,000- 
1.999,999- 

$2000000 
end over 

$2000000 
It plus 

Eslabllthments42) - Total - Etalitisaements(2) 678 	 88 	 82 1 	169 339 

- O$1a9S 

Net operating proM (kiss) betore taxes - 86i6ltcee (perles) nets 
d'exploltstlon avwt inVOts 1.6 	 0.7 	 0.5 11 17 

Operating revenue - 	- Revenue d'expkiltatlon 

Net operating proM (toss) bolero taxae - B6noticee (pertes) nets 
dsxplaltallon event flOts 

Eety - C 

Net operating  proM (kiss) before taxes - Béntiticee (pollee) nets 
d'exploitaticn event InçOts 

20.4 3.1 

135 20 

4.1 103 

2.7 5.7 

227 

154 

Cesliat ençloy03) - Total - Ciltal iovesd(3) 

Net operating proM (kiss) before taxes - B8n8IIcee (perisa) nets 
d'exploltethori event inOts 

Assets - Totsi - ACW 

Fixed assets - tnvnobtisetlone 

EW" -  Capital  

cunent habllitle - Paselts 8 Court terme 

E.ity - CapItal 

Accounts rscsPe - Corps. 8 recevok 

OperatIng revenue - Total - Revenue d',,tolton 

OperatIng revenue - Total - Revenue dexploltatton 

Working c%al(4) - Fonda do roulwient(4) 

cisrent SeMIte - ActIfa 8 ooW term. 

Ozrsr* ti8ties - PassIl 8 ccxxi terms 

Assets - Total - Actit 

LIes - Total - 

UdalItlea - Total - Pseelt 

Eity - Capital 

442 590 577 

3877 1038 2208 

21.8 14.3 14.3 

Itinee -ble 

15.2 8.5 12.3 

1.2 1.7 1.3 

12 1.8 1.4 

4.4 1.6 2.7 
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(1) to Table 2 sIze protçs era based on total corritect revenue and In Table 3 on It ttal value of work performed. 
Dens Is tdoleolj 2 Isa trSnChee do belle sont bSetiss as Is total des revenue ch construction it dems Is tableeu 3 err Is toed des flvajx esicsabs. 
Al valueS In Table 2 we at a sub-swrØe level, as deleted by establlslvnenta ri portling balance sheet kitormetion. 

(2) Tout.. We Inlormettons dens Is tableeri 2 aont wi nivesi sous-ècttentlllon. dta ties per lea blablissernmints loixiant des k&dm.&... do 
(3) 	"CapItal err9loyed" Is the asit of long-territ tidalMIss end eity. 
(3) "Ctal Inveell" eel Is sonvrw obtenue torsquon additionine lee passlfs 8 long term. evec Is capital. 
(4) "Working capital" Is deleted as cisrerit assets trivia C*STiv letettles 
(4) "Fonda do roulemerit" set Is otItkence obtenue bsi'on dticUt lee pesalls 6 ioisl term due scot. I court terme 



TABLE 3. Revenues, Costs, Profit and Loss Expessed as Percentages of Total Operating Revenue by Size Group,(1) 
Canada and Regions, 1982 

TABLEAU 3. Revenus, coUta St profits ou perles expdmós on pourcentages des revenue dexploltallon per groupe de 
talfle(1), pour Canada at regIons, 1982 

12.000.000 
$ 10.000- 5750000 $1000000- and over 

Nem - Dotall Total 749,999 990,999- 1.999.999 
$2000000 

et pti.js 

carmxu 

Cattslshmsnts - Total - Etaldosemertis 749 122 1 88 181 358 

per oviti - poiscentage 

Op..a0.. 	revenue - Total - 	svenuS d'.1&-"on 100 100 100 100 100 
Conevuction reverue - Revenue do conevun 90.5 98.9 96.9 98.4 98.8 

OIlier revenue(2) - Autres revenus(2) 1.5 31 1.1 1.6 1.1 

0.469 costs (etr.ct) - Total - Coots (diructs) d.xpIolSori 92.1 $4.1 13.1 67.4 92.1 

Payments to er-coitors - PaI.,.ertsaux soue-lriteils 62.9 39.0 40.9 47.8 64.9 

Meterials - Maltirlajx 14.5 24.6 21.2 20.8 137 

Wages - Salee 11.1 16.9 17.3 14.7 101 

Salertes - Traltements 18 1.1 1.0 1.4 1.5 

Other 	ect costs - *1*08 coOts dots 2.0 3.2 3.2 2.7 2.0 

Operusing coot, (lnsct) - Total - Coot, (141.cts) dssploltstlon 5.6 16.4 13.4 11.1 5.9 

Salertee - Triteinents 3.3 7 1 6.0 5.0 3.0 

Dagracloton - Amertiseemerd .4 1.3 .9 .8 .4 

Bad debts - Créerlces irécouiealisa .3 1.1 .5 .4 .3 

Fewidog - Furwiement .4 1.5 1.1 .9 .3 

OIlier Indeed coats - AUtree coLft dreCts 2.2 5 4 4.9 4.0 1.9 

Not operating profIt (loss) before Isses - 54..6Icot (puts.) new 

dszpioltadon avant l?Ots 1.3 (1.2) 3.0 1,5 1.3 

PrOfIt - Btineticee 21 3.9 4.5 3.1 2.2 

Loss - Pefles 1.0 5,1 1.5 1.8 .9 

MWttic provWae - P!ovi'ucee do rAuenIlqJe 

Estebisywnents - Total - Etiats.,.a.,ts 58 14 1 8 11 1 25 

per cent - pOIAV5i*59S 

Opu.ltlng revenue - Total - Revenue d.iploltatlofl 100 100 100 100 100 

Construction reveille - Reversis do construction 98.9 97.5 99.2 99.9 96.9 

Other revenue(2) - Autree ravemje(2) 1.1 2.5 .8 .1 1,1 

Opa.U..g coots (desct) - Total - CoOt. (.cts) d's,.loltuUoa 91.5 63.3 63.5 98.9 92.0 

Payments to sub-contractors - Pelernents uJa aoua-Ireltwuts 62.0 37.0 35.5 41.4 85.1 

itaterots - 17.2 21.9 22.9 28.3 16.1 

Wages - SeteWee 9.2 20.8 20.6 16.7 7.9 

Salaries - Trit.nents 1.2 1.4 .3 1.7 1,1 

Other direct costs - Autres code directs 1.9 2.4 4.2 2.8 1.8 

Operating coot. (Indirsct) - Total - CoOt. (lidhcts) d',xploltsdon . 	7.3 13.5 20.3 9.7 5.6 

Salaries - Trlflnt. 3.2 5.5 9.5 3.9 2.9 

Depreciation - Mtiasenwut .5 1.5 1.2 1.0 .4 

B 	s - croOuces tiTticOlNrebles .3 .1 .8 .3 .3 

Etiwicing - FInwnent .5 1.4 1.2 .8 .5 

Other edred costs - *1*es couts idrects 2.8 5.0 7.6 3.7 2,5 

Nut operating profIt (toss) before taxes - S84b8&4. (psetee) nets 
dsxpto(t.tlon event teipOt, 1.2 3.2 (3.8) (0.8) 1.4 

Proat - BOnSticee 2.0 6.3 .3 1.7 1.9 

Loss - P51155 .8 3.1 4.1 2.3 .5 

See bobble(S) at sill of tle, 
Vos ra) S I. Fm dij tatulesu 



TABLE 3. Revenues, Costs, Profit and Lou Expressed as Percentages of Total Operating Revenue by Size Group,(l) 
Canada and Regions, 1982 - Continued 

TABLEAU 3. Revenus, coüts at profits ou pastes expritnes on pourcentages des revenus d'exploltatlon per groupe do 
tailie(1), pour Canada at regIons, 1982 - suite 

I 	 I 	 I 	 I 	 I 

Kern OóIte 

*2.000,000 

	

$ 10,000- 	9150,000- 	$1,000,000- 	 atxl over 
Total 	149,999- 	990.999- 	1,999.909 

$2000000 
at pJs 

Elalwnsnti - Total - FIhJ_._,,.4 110 27 

ulftm - 

28 1 	51 64 

I5I Cent - poturcentep 

Opsrating Isysniat - Total - Ruvenus d'.xptoltatlon 100 100 100 100 100 
Construction revenue - Revenue do Cønstnjction 99.1 95.9 98.1 98.4 904 
Oliver revenue(2) - Autree reveIia(2) .9 4.1 1.9 1.6 5 

Operating cs (direct) - Total - Co(,ts (diricts) d'sxploltatlon 90.9 *13 *3.9 *1.2 92.3 
Payments to sub-contractors - Palernents sux eoua-tyietants 83.9 42.0 41.2 49.0 68.4 
Materials - Meté.larzs 13.4 22.6 18.8 11.4 12.2 
Wages - SaIea 10.0 15.1 18.9 16.2 8.3 
Satsiss - Trallernents 1.0 .7 .9 1.8 .9 
Other doect costs - Autras 000ta ckects 2.8 2.9 4.1 2.8 2.5 

Operating couts (indlsct) - Total - CoOt, (indUcts) dexploltutlon 7.2 192 13.3 11.0 9$ 
Salaries - Tralte,nents 3.6 6.6 5.1 5.1 3.1 
Deprecation - Amortleaement .4 1.0 .9 .1 .3 
Bad dots, - Ctiwices IrSccuvrIss .5 1.5 .5 .3 .5 
Finerlcing - Frencement .4 1.8 1.2 .6 .3 
08w (idUct colts - Autres co(ls lnckecls 2.3 53 5.0 4.3 1.6 

Net op& sling aoIt (toss) batora taxis - øInIftceu (pedai) nets 
dexØottatlon event inçSla 1.9 .5 2.9 1.9 1.9 

Pr0t - 866fKes 2.5 31 34 2.8 2.4 
Loss - Perle. .6 26 1.1 1.0 .5 

Eslatieshment. - Total - EtoOlasemerits 259 51 1 	35 61 112 

tw cent - po'cenlags 

Operating revenue - Total - Revenue d'.xploltatlon 100 108 100 100 100 
Cxsttuction reverse - Revenue dO coratructim 08.4 919 99.6 980 964 
Oliver revenue(2) - Autrea revenus42) 14 21 4 20 16 

Opsrstolg costs (dUct) - Total - CoOt. (directs) d64pktluon 91.3 $4.4 913 $5.S 9*3 
Payments to sub-contractors - Palements sue sous-traltents 66.4 38.3 39.4 48.7 699 
Materials - Mattiflaix 13.1 23.9 23.8 21.2 11.7 
Wages - Salatree 8.2 17.9 15.2 13.7 7,1 
Salaries - Traltemerits 1.5 9 1.1 1.3 1.7 
Other direct costs - Autreo coOts (ects 20 3.4 2.8 2.9 1.0 

Op..MIng coats (Indirect) - Total - CoOls (Indirect.) d'.sptoltstlon 7.5 1*5 12.2 11.3 9.7 
Salaries - Trietaments 41 0.2 5.9 5.5 3.8 
Deprecin - Actodiseement .4 1 2 .9 8 3 
Ond debts - Creences tirticouweblea .2 .8 .2 5 .1 

Finng - Fliwlcemenl 3 11 .6 8 2 
011w liec1 costs - Autras coOts eecb 25 5.2 46 3 7 2.3 

Not operating profIt (toe.) betori taxes - 86nSfIc.s (psrt.$) tarts 
d'eeplo*tatlon event lmpáti 1.2 (0.9) 95 2.9 1.0 

Profit - Böitiflcss 2.0 4.1 6.5 4.3 1.6 
Lose - Perte 4 5.0 1.0 1.4 .6 

See tootnoie(a) at end of tattis 
Voir note(s) 6 Ia Ii, do Ishissu 



TABLE 3. flevenues, Costs. Profit and Loss Expressed as Percentages of Total Operating Revenue by Size Group.1) 
Canada and Regions, 1982 - Concluded 

TABLEAU 3. Revenus, coUts at profits ou pertes expilmos on pourcentages des revenus d'exploitation per groupe de 
tellle(1), pour Canada at regions, 1982 - fin 

$2,000,000 
SfST!C5 CANADA LIBPAPY $ 10,000- $750,000. 51.000.000. and over 

Item - 	081al1 	 :.' 	 -'. 10451 749999. 999999. 1.999.999. 
$2,000,000 111,111H,111"11. 	____________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

- 	ALertS 1010721218 

EstS51wnents-TotsI-EItöesSm.1s 1841 201 121 371 95 

per cent - potscentage 

Operating revenue - Total - Rsvsnu 	d.sploltatlon 100 100 100 100 100 

C4natruMonrover 	- Rerers do conStruction 96.1 96.9 98.2 90.8 96.1 

Other revemie(2) . Autres rsvenus(2) 1.9 4.1 1.8 1.4 1.9 

0 stating cost. (dW.ct) - Total - CoOt, (dIrects) despioltatlon 93.1 93.7 558 58.7 93.3 

Payments to s-contr 	xa - Palements ertx aous-traltwts 612 39.7 458 48.1 61.9 

u.ateristi - u.attsia.m 15.2 28.7 202 23.1 14.6 

We - Sales 13.0 15.2 15.7 13.9 12.9 

$alwiee . Traltsinints 1.7 1.2 1.9 1.1 1.7 

Other dIrect costs 	Autres coOt. dIrects 2.0 2.9 2.2 1.9 2.0 

Operating coils (Indirect) - Total - CoOt. (Indirect.) d'e.ploltMlom 5.5 11.1 11.4 11.2 5.3 

Salsiles - Trilementa 2.7 6.6 4.8 4.7 2.6 
DayreclatiOn - Amo.11eaement .4 1.2 .8 .7 .4 

Bad ditts 	C8sices vr.Millee .2 1.6 .8 .8 .2 

Ftowng - Flswicsitier* .3 2.2 1.6 1.6 .2 
Other Indoect coils - Autres coota IndIrect. 2.0 5.5 3.8 3.6 1.9 

Not operating profit (loss) before lass. - Benilic.. (pinsi) nets 
dsxpioltstlon avant ImpOts 1.3 (2.5) 2.5 .1 1.4 

Protit - 6&lèiiceS 2.2 2.9 4.2 2.3 2.2 

LOSS 	Perle. .9 5.7 1.4 2.2 .0 

t.tssh Coksitsa(3) - C4lo,Ttse-8ritflie(3) 

nisdoer - contra 

- Total - Elablasenierts 
	 98! 

	
10 I 	51 

PS cent - pocen 

Op.rstlng rsvenus - Total - ltsvinue d.xploltstlOfl 
	 100 

	
100 
	

100 

Construction revereje - Revem.er do construction 
	 99.2 

	
959 
	

999 
Other revenue(2) Autres reveriue(2) 	 .8 

	
4.1 

Ope..*L.v costs (direct) - Total - CoOls (directs) d.zptoltatlon 
	

92.3 
	

91.7 
	

058 

PayT*1tS to S contractors - Palemenis six sousbaltanIS 
	 60.5 

	
34.6 
	

47.3 

Mitenala-  - 
	 15.0 

	
346 
	

18.8 
Wapee - Selaires 
	 13.8 

	
15.7 
	

20.6 
Suer.. - Interment. 

	 1.4 
	

2.7 
Other dIrect coils- Autres O0Ø5 directs 

	 18 
	

3.9 
	

1.0 

Op...Un costs (Indirect) - Total - CoOt. (Wrdo.ct.) dsaploltatlon 
	

6.5 
	

19.4 
	

15.8 
Salaries - Traltements 

	
3.0 
	

53 
	

8.3 
Depreclafl96 - 	 .4 

	
22 	 .8 

Bed ds creencea inbcouvrablee 	 .7 
	

2.4 
	

1.4 
.4 
	

1,7 
	

2.6 
Other indIrect cOats - Aut's. coOt. IndIrect. 

	
2.0 
	

78 
	

47 

Net operating profit (Ins.) b51or taxes - Bé..Itcs. (pins.) oils 

diaploltatlon avant linpot. 	 1.2 	 (11.1) 	 (1.7) 

Profit - Btin8lrcs. 	 3.3 	 3.5 	 2.0 

Loes - Pines 	 1 	2 I 	 14.8 	 3.7 

(I) In Table 2 size goups we based on total contract revenue and In Table 304, total voter of work pertoimed 
Dana le tablesij 2 lea trenches do lute scot bootw stile total des reverus do construction at dana I. tableau 3 sur Is total des travtsix esecuttie, 
'Other revenue" includes sales 04 buikkrg nr.teriin. prolect mwrsgemsrrt. brAIdIng rentals and other (wee of operalsig rSverV)e. 

(2) "AuSes revenus" coropreisnent Ia vSnte do mat8rieux, Is (prance do profits.  Is location de botiments it aiDes genres do revenis desploltabon. 
(8) 9.IU&n Columbia IncludeS Ydoon and Noritiweet Ternilorle.. 

La Co 	&ftwvwque con'prend tigalernerut Is Yriton it lea Ternb*ee dIj ltrdI4 eel. 

21 I 	62 

100 
	

100 
90.8 
	

99.3 
1.4 

56.6 
	

52.6 
51.8 
	

81.3 
18.2 
	

14.6 
14.3 
	

138 
1.3 
	

1.4 

3.0 
	

1.5 

108 
	

II 
4.8 
	

2.8 
.8 	 .4 

.7 
.8 	 .4 

4,7 
	

1.8 

.6 
	

1.3 
3.1 
	

3.3 
2.5 
	

2.0 


