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NON-RESIDENTIAL GENERAL BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS 

Selected Financial and Operational Ratios 

Non-residential General Contractors constitute one 
component of the Construction Industry census program 
being conducted by Statistics Canada. This program was 
initiated in response to various governmental and non-
governmental demands to substantially improve the 
quality and quantity of statistical information on the 
Construction industry. 

For the purpose of this census, the Non-Residential 
General Contractors Industry is defined as all establish-
ments earning revenue primarily from non-residential 
building activity (i.e., factories, office buildings, schools, 
hospitals, etc.) as a general contractor. In addition to 
construction of entirely new structures, this industry 
includes additions, renovations, alterations and repairs to 
similar structures. The information provided relates to the 
calender year 1983 but for companies not using the 
calender year for accounting purposes, fiscal periods 
ending between April 1, 1983 and March 31, 1984 are 
included. 

Included in this early data release is financial informa-
tion relating to the profit and loss and balance sheet-
statements. Labour data such as manhours worked, 
number of salaried employees; operational and orga-
nizational data such as types of construction performed 
by province and size group, structure, type of work and 
legal entity will become available after completion of the 
ongoing census.  

1983 

ENTREPRENEURS GEN ERAUX EN CONSTRUCTION 
NON-DOMICILIAIRE 

Ouelques ratios des finances et de I'exploitation 

Le recensement des entrepreneurs géneraux en construction 
non-domiciliaire est un élément du programme de recensement 
de l'industrie do Ia construction que Statistique Canada est en 
train de réaliser. Ce programme a été lance pour donner suite 
aux différentes demandes des secteurs publics et privés en vue 
d'amèliorer do façon appreciable Ia qualité et Ia quantité des 
donnêes statistiques recueillies sur l'industrie de Ia 
construction. 

Aux fins de ce recensement, on entend par industrie do Ia 
construction non-domiciliaire toutes les entreprises dont Ie 
revenu provient principalement do la construction non-
domiciliaire (c.-à-d., manufactures, edifices a bureaux, Ocoles, 
hOpitaux, etc.) en qualité dentrepreneurs généraux. Cela ne 
comprend pas seulement Ia construction do nouvelles structures 
mats aussi les rajouts, renovations, modifications et reparations 
a ce genre de structures. Les données visent l'année civile 1983 
mats, pour les entreprises dont l'exercice no correspond pas a 
lannée civile, les exercices financiers so terminant entre le ler 
avril 1983 et le 31 mars 1984 sont egaiement pris en compte. 

On y trouve les données financières contenues dans los ètats 
de profits et pertes et les bilans. Les données sur Ia main-
d'oeuvre telles que le nombre d'heures-homme travaillées, le 
nombre d'employés salaries, etc., ainsi quo los donnèes opéra-
tionnelles et structurelles comme le genre do construction 
exécutée par province et tranche do taillo, Ia structure. Ia nature 
des activités et los formes juridiques seront disponibles aprés le 
parachévement du recensement en gours. 
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This release provides information from a sample of 
759 general contractors primarily engaged in non-
residential building during 1983. These businesses re-
ported revenues during 1983 of $3.4 billion. It is antici-
pated that full census data for this sector will be available 
by mid-1985. However, the sample from which the 
information in the accompanying tables is derived, is 
large enough to permit the release of ratios which are not 
likely to vary aPpreciably from those derived from the 
completed census. It should be mentioned that historical 
data are available for this census group covering the 
period 1971-1982 in Statistics Canada, Catalogue 
64-207, 

Further information. Requests for further information or 
suggestions, should be addressed to : Construction 
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Ki A 0T6 T. 
Dempsey, Tel. 990-9812 

On trouvera ici des renseignements fondes sur un échantillon 
de quelques 759 entrepreneurs généraux dont Ia construction 
non-domiciliaire a constitué Ia principale activité en 1983. Ces 
fumes ont dèclaré des revenus bruts se chiffrant a $3.4 milliards 
en 1983. Toutes les données de recensement pour ce secteur 
devraient sortir vers le milieu de 1985. On croit toutefois que 
I'échantillon utilisé pour recueillir les donnèes des tableaux 
annexes est suffisant pour permettre de publier des ratios que ne 
différeront vraisemblablement guère de ceux tires du recense-
ment. II est a mentionner que Statistique Canada présente, pour 
ce groupe du recensement, des donnèes retrospectives sembla-
bles pour Ia période de 1971-1982 dans sa publication 64-207. 

Autres renseignements. Adresser toute demande de rensei-
gnernents ou toute suggestion a: Division de Ia construction, 
Statistique Canada, Ottawa (Ontario), Ki A 0T6 T. Dempsey, tél. 
990-9812. 

TABLE 1. Selected Financial Ratios, Canada, 1976-83 

TABLEAU 1. ProportIons financlOres cholsies, Canada, 1976-83 

tIer,, O4It 	 1976 	1977 	1978 	1979 1 	1980 	1981 	1962 	1983 

per cent - powcentage 

Net operating profit (loss) betore taxes - 86n4fices (perles) nets 
dexploltatlon avant inpôts 	 2.5 	1 7 	1 5 	1 5 	14 	16 	I 6 	1 .2 

Operahng revenue - Total - Revenus dexplortatlon 

Net operattlig profit (lOgs) before taxes - Bfln4fIces (panes) nets 
d'expfoitalion averit InpOts 	 25.3 	16.4 	153 	156 	173 	204 	204 	173 

Equity - Cnpital 

Fixed assets - bhimobibsatlOns 

Egrity - Capital 

Cwrent hablibes - Passits a coral tarme 

Equity - Capital 

Current assets . Actits it court tense 

Current liabilities - Passils A court terrne 

4921 
44.2 

381 391 

121 

470 	45.4 	573
I 
	491 	84V 

times - lois 

3.11 	291 	301 	291 	371 

121 	12 1 	121 
	

'3 
	121 
	

12 

527 

40 

12 



TABLE 2. FInancial Ratios by Size Group,(1) Canada, 1983 

TABLEAU 2. Proportions tinancières sulvant Is tranche de taiiie(1), Canada, 1983 

$2000000 
$ 10000- $750000 $1000000- and over 

Item - Détall Total 749,999- 999,999- 1,999.999- 
52.000,000 

el plus 

number - flOiT4Xe 

Establisflmenls(2) - Tot.l - Etat,Sssements(2) 711 138 71 170 332 

per Cent - pourCentage 

Net operating profit (loss) before taxes - 8tin6fi 	(pelies) now 
d'explostallon avant ropOts I 2 )6.0) 04 1.5 I 4 

Operating reveraje - Total - Reyenua doxplOitatlOn 

Net operating profit (loss) befcre taxes - 86nalloea (patios) nets 
dexploltatlon avant inWOls 173 (17.2) 25 II 8 22 9 

EAty - Cap 

Net operating profit (loss) before taxes - Btinéficee (panes) nets 
d'expfoilalion event lnrpôts 10.7 (107) I 5 73 142 

Ctat etrloyed(3( - Total - Capital Invesli)3) 

Net operating profit (Ices) before taxes - Btintihces (patios) nets 
dexploitatloti avant eopots 3 1 16.3) 08 33 36 

Asseta - Total - Actif 

Fixed assets - InenobitisatiOns 
527 51.3 49.3 591 520 

Equity - Capital 

Current liabilities - Pasads 8 court terme 
399.6 1141 1390 1904 4783 

Equity - Capital 

Accounts receivable - Coarplos 8 recevoir 
206 259 149 172 208 

Operating revenue - Total - Reverius d'exploitalion 

tImes - tots 

Oprabng revenue - Total - Revemis crexplortation 
186 41 80 170 216 

Working capitsl(4) - Fo.nds do routement(4) 

Current assets - Actils 8 coral terms 
1.2 16 16 14 12 

Currant liabilitieS - Pasada 8 court terme 

Assets 	Total - Actil 
1.2 16 15 1 4 1 2 

Liabilities - Total - Pasit 

Liabilities - Total - Pasaif 
46 17 20 25 54 

Equity - Capital 

(1) 	In Table 2 size grorçs are based on total Contract revenue and in Table 3 on blat value Of work periormed 
Dens to tableau 2 los tranchex do tattle sont basees sut Is total des revonus do construction 01 dons to tableau 3 sum to total des trevaus exticuttie. 
AN values in Table 2 are at a aub-setTipte level, as dale -ted by establishments reporting balance sheet Inbormatlon 

(2) 	Totjbes los domInations dens to tableau 2 scot en nivoau souS-tictlafltlllOfl, detelees par leo etablissements lourrlsawt des informationa do lets bean. 

(3) 	"Capital erquloyed' is the sum of long-term liabilities and equity 
(3) 	"Capital Invesli" eat to sormamie obleflue kirsqu'on aik*ttonne los passits a long terme avec Is capital. 
(4) 	"Working capital" is defined as current assets rrwsis current liabilities 
(4) 	"Fonds do routement" est to dlftirrence obterrue lcrsqu'on cleduil lea pasails a court terrne des acIds it court terme 

4 
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TABLE 3. Revenues, Costs, Profit and Loss Expressed as Percentages of Total Operating Revenue by Size Group,(1) 
Canada and Regions, 1983 

TABLEAU 3. Revenus, coUts et profits ou pertes exprimes en pourcentages des revenus d'exploitation par groupe de 
taille(1), pour Canaca et regions, 1983 

$2,000,000 

	

$ 10.000- 	$750,000. 	$1,000,000 	and over 
Item - Detail 	 Total 	749,999- 	999.999- 	1.999,999- 

$2,000,000 
of plus 

Canads 

number - nomble 

Establishments - Total - Elablissements 759 179 73 191 316 

per cent - pourcentage 

OperatIng revenue - Total - Revenue d'exptoltatlon 100 100 100 100 100 
Construction revenue - Revenus de constructIon 98.3 981 98.2 98.5 98.4 
Other revenue(2) - Autres revenus(2) I 7 19 38 1.5 1.6 

OperatIng colts (dWect) - Total - Coot, (directs) d'esploltatlon 91,3 65.5 86.7 87.1 91.9 
Payments to sub-contractors - Paiements aus SOus-Iraitants 634 42.9 42.5 46.9 65.9 

lenals - Malarierix 137 21 7 213 21.3 126 
Wages - Salalres 103 16.5 163 14.4 9.6 
Salaries - Traitements 14 14 1 4 1.3 1.4 
Other direct costs - Autres couts directs 25 30 32 12 2.4 

Operating costs (IndIrect) - Total - CoUts (Indirect,) d'exploltetlon 8.3 19.8 12A 11.8 7.6 
Salaries - Traitements 3.5 83 55 54 3.2 
Depreciation - Amorlissement .6 1 4 11 I 0 .5 
Bert dalXs - CtIances writcouvrables .2 6 7 6 .2 
Financing - Flnancemeni .6 1.3 9 7 .5 
Other indirect costs - Autres couts l,ects 3.4 8.2 4.2 41 3.2 

Net operating profIt (ls) before taKes - BènéfICes (pertes) nets 
d'esploitatlon avant ampóts .4 (5,3) .9 1.1 5 

ProW - Bitneticos 2.4 2.4 2.7 3.0 2.3 
Loss- Pertes 20 77 18 19 1.8 

Atlantic provinces - Provinces do t'Atiantlque 

number - nombro 

Establistaiients - Total - Etablissernenls 42 10 1 	2 13 17 

per cent - potaicentage 

Operating revenue - Total - Revenus d'exptoitatlon 100 100 (4) 100 100 
Construction revenue - Revanus do ConsIruCl,On 99.4 991 (4) 993 997 
Other revenue(2) - Autres revenus(2) 6 9 )4) 7 3 

Operating coats (direct) -. Total - Coot, (directs) desploltation 91.4 62.4 (4) 89.1 92.4 
Payments to sub-contractors 	Paiements aux sous-traitants 58.4 453 (4) 388 62.9 
Matairals - Matetiaux 18.6 19.9 (4) 27.4 170 
Wages - Satires 11.0 145 (4) 187 9.3 
Salaries - Traltements 1.4 .6 (4) 22 1.2 
Other direct coats - Aiilres coUls directs 2.0 2.1 (4) 20 20 

Operating costs (Indirect) - Total - Coota (Inecta) d'espioltatlon 7.6 22.1 (1) 12.5 6.2 
Salaries - Traitai'nents 3.6 11.1 (4) 55 2,8 
Depreciation - AmOrtissement .5 1.1 (4) 1 2 .3 
Bad debts - Crparices aecouvreble$ .1 .6 (4) 2 .1 
Financing - Flnericemerit 3 1.0 (4) 6 .3 
Other itrect costs - Autres couts indirects 33 8.3 (4) 50 2.7 

Net operating profit (loss) before taxes - BentIftces (pertes) nets 
d'.xploitatlon avant lmpôts .8 (4.5) (4)  

PrOW - B&iefices 1.9 1.9 (4) 2 2.2 
Loss - Perles 11 64 (4) 1 8 .8 

See tootnote)s) at end of table 
Von note(s) a is to do tableau 
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TABLE 3. Revenues, Costs, Profit and Loss Expressed as Percentages 01 Total Operating Revenue by Size Group,(1) 
Canada and Regions, 1983 - Continued 

TABLEAU 3. Revenus, coUts et profits ou pertes exprimOs an pourcentages des revenus dexploitation par groups de 
taille(1), pour Canada at regions, 1983 - suite 

$2000000 

	

$ 10,000- 	$750,000. 	$1,000,000. 	 end over 
Item - Dirtail 	 Total 	 749,999- 	 999,999 	I.M.M.  

$2,000,000 
at ptiis 

nurTter - norntxe 

EslabishnerOs 	T,rI 	EIabIssemenls 204 55 1 	24 52 73 

per cent - pourcentage 

Operating revenue - Total - Revenue d'exploitation 100 100 100 100 100 
Construction revenue - Revenue tie construction 99.2 97 4 93.6 99 0 99.6 
Other revenue(2) 	Autras revenus(2) .8 2.6 8.4 10 4 

Operating costa (direct) - Total - CoUte (directs) d'exploltatlon 91.1 84.7 887 86.6 92.3 
Payments to sub-contractors - Pajements aux SOus-Irattants 63.8 40.0 38.4 451 690 
Materials - MatOniaux 13.6 234 271 21.8 11.3 
Wages - Salarres 10.0 166 16.6 14.1 87 
Salaries 	Traiteinents 1.0 1 6 1 5 Ii 9 
Other direct costs ' AttIres coCfls directs 27 3 1 3.1 45 2.4 

Operating costs (Indirect) - Total - Coot. (lndlrects) desploltatlon 6.9 20.1 13.4 11.0 8.1 
Salaries - Traitements 3.4 8.3 68 53 2.7 
Depredation 	Arnoilissemerit .5 1.1 1.1 9 .3 
Bed debts - Cztiances irrircouvrables .3 .4 .2 .4 .2 
Fasercing - Flnancement .3 1.1 1.1 .5 .2 
Other indirect costs - Autres cO(its indiracts 2.3 9.2 4.2 3.9 1.7 

Net operating profit (loss) before Lazes - Benefice. (pertea) nets 
d'.sploltatlon avant ImpOta 2.1 (4.8) 0) 2.4 2.6 

PToI,t-BCrrefrces 30 22 21 17 30 
l.oss-Pertes 9 7.0 22 13 4 

Ontario 

nurrtar - nomixe 

Estabtisliments - Total 	Etablissemants 219 40 1 	25 58 96 

per Cent - pourCantage 

Operating revenue - Total - Revenue dexpfoitaticn 100 100 100 100 100 
Constnjlion revenue - Revenue tie construction 98.5 989 98.9 975 986 
Other revenue(2) 	Aultes revenus(2) 1.5 1.1 II 25 14 

Operating cost, (direct) - Total - Coot. (directs) dezploltsllon 91.4 85.9 86.6 85.8 92.4 
Payments to sub-contractors - Parements sux sous-tzaltants 66.5 43,8 424 46.8 702 
Materials - MatOrlaux 134 20.4 227 208 120 
Wages - Salalres 8.2 17.4 172 135 7 I 

Salaries - Traitements I 7 1.5 I 8 I 	7 I 7 

Other direct costs - AttIres coot. dIrects 1.6 3.0 26 30 1.4 

Operating costa (Indirect) - Total - Gout, (Indlrects) d'ezploltatlon 7.1 17.8 11.8 11.3 6.2 
Salaries - Traitements 37 70 47 52 34 
Depreciation - Amortissamenl 4 1.1 1 3 1 	1 3 
BaO debts - Créances irrIr.00uvrablea .2 .7 8 3 2 
Financing - Fiowicement 3 1.6 6 4 .2 
Other inchrect coats - Atrtres couts Indeects 2.5 7.4 44 4.3 21 

Not op.ratlng profit (loss) before taxes - Benefice. (pertea) nets 
desploltation avant Impute 1.5 (3.7) 1.6 2.9 1.4 

Prolit - BirnIrtices 21 3.1 21 42 16 

Loss - Pertes 6 68 .5 1 3 .4 

See footnote(s) at end of table 
Voir note(s) 6 Is fri isi tableau 
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TABLE 3. Revenues, Costs, Profit and Loss Expressed as Percentages of Total Operating Revenue by Size Group,(1) 
Canada and RegIons, 1983 - Concluded 

TABLEAU 3. Revenue, coCits at profits ou pertes exprimés an pourcentages des revenue d'exploitation par groupe de 
taille(1), pour Canada at regions, 1983 - fin 

I 	 I 	 I 	 I 	 I 
$2.000,000 

	

$ 10.000- 	$750000- 	$1000000- 	end over 
item - Dtitaii 	 Total 	749,999- 	999,999. 	1,9991 999- 

$2,000,000 
at plus 

Manitoba. Saskatchewan and - at AOeila 

number - non'ibre 

Establlatunents - Total - Etabtiasemenla 186 I 41 I 	12 	I 42 I 91 

per cent - pourcentage 

Operating revenu. - Total - Revenue dexploitatlon 100 100 100 100 100 
Construction revenue - Revenus do construCtion 97.3 97.8 94.6 99.3 97.2 
Other revenue(2) - Autres revenus(2) 27 2.2 5.4 7 2.8 

Operating coats (direct) - Total - CoUts (directs) d'.xploltation 91.4 986 884 89.7 91.5 
Payments to su 	nlractors - Pa.oinenls sue sous-traitants 64.4 46.7 38.3 48.2 656 
Materials - Mattinaux 13.0 23.5 25.4 23.8 122 
wages - Salaires 9.9 14.6 15.1 13.8 9.6 
SaJertee - Trialemonts 1,2 I 6 .7 1.1 1.2 
Other direct coats - Arjtres co(jts directs 2.9 2.2 6.9 28 2.9 

Operating Costa (indirect) - Total - CoOls (indirecti) d'esptolIstlOn 9.0 20.6 12.1 12.4 0.7 
Salwies - Treiterriants 32 83 48 51 3.0 
Depreciation - A,nortissernent 8 2.0 1,2 10 .7 
Bed debts - Criances wrticouvrables 2 7 1.3 7 .2 
Financing - Finencement 6 1.3 1.7 1 2 .6 
Other axireci coats - Autres couts indirects 42 8.3 3.1 38 4.2 

Net Operating profit (loss) before taxes - Bnóflces (pertes) nets 
dexploitatlon avant impOts (A) (9.2) 1.5 (2.1) (.2) 

Plofit - Benélices 2.5 20 4.6 18 25 
Loss - Panes 21 112 3.1 39 2.7 

Bi'iiish Colimbsai3) - Colomb.e-Bntannique(3) 

number - nombre 

Eat 	nents - Total - Etablissemenls 108 33 I 	10 	I 26 I 39 

per cant- pourcentage 

Operating revenue - Total - Revanus dexploltalion 100 100 100 100 100 
Construction revenue - Revenus tie construction 99.7 985 99.7 98.3 99.9 
Other revereje(2) - Autres revonus(2) 3 1 5 3 1.7 

Operating coats (direct) - Total - CoOls (directs) desploitation 90.6 83.0 07.9 85.8 91.4 
Payments to sub-contractors - Paiements aux sOus-trailants 54 9 41.9 56.3 52.9 55.6 
Mateflais - Mat&,aux 15.3 177 15.3 14.2 15.3 
Wages - Salaires 18.0 18.3 15.2 15.3 16.0 
Saianes - Traitements 1.8 9 .1 8 2.0 
Other direct costs - Autres coOls directs 2.6 4.2 1.0 2.6 2.5 

Operating coats (indirect) - Total - CoOts (Indirects) dexpioitatlon 11.1 20.1 11.9 130 10.6 
Salanes - Traitemenls 4.4 9.3 5.0 5.6 4.1 
Depreciation - Amoiliaaement .7 2.1 .6 .5 .7 
Bed debts - Crkanoea urritcouvrables 5 4 1.3 1.6 .4 
Financing - Finaicainent 1 7 12 .8 1.4 1.8 
Other indirect costs - Autres CoCjts irdrects 311 7 I 4.2 3.9 36 

Net operating profit (loss) before taxes - Bénéfices 
despioftatlon avant impots (17) (3.1) .2 1.2 (2.8) 

Profit - Béntifices 2.0 2.9 3.0 2.7 1.9 
ioss - Pertes 37 6.0 2.8 1.5 3.9 

(I) 10 Table 2 sIze groups are based on total contract revenue and in Table 3 on total value of work perlcrrfled 
(I) Dais 10 tableau 2 las trenches de 15158 sont basées SUT to total des revenue do construction 01 dana to tableau 3 sur to total des travaux exécutè 
(2) "Other revenue" includes sales of building materials, profect managemenl, buIkng rentals aid other types of operating revenue. 

"Autres revenue" con'ennerrt Is vents do rnateriaux. Is gtirance tie pro(eta. Is location tie batiments 81 autrea genres tie revenue d'espkiitatlon. 
BntiStl Cofunitxa includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 

(3) l.a CoiomFio-Bnlarinique corTVrend Ogalernenl to Yukon at tos Territories Ar Nord-jest. 
(4) information was ormtted to meal secrecy requirements of the Statistics Act. 
(4) On a ores des donnOes peilinentee pour satialarre aus prescriptions tie Is Loi stir Is Statiatique relatives an secret. 
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