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RESIDENTIAL 	GENERAL 	BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS 

Selected Financial and Operational Ratios 

Residential General Contractors are one component of 
the Construction Industry census program being con-
ducted by Statistics Canada. This program was initiated 
in response to various governmental and non-
governmental demands to substantially improve the 
quality and quantity of statistical information on the 
Construction Industry. 

For the purpose of this census, the Residential Gen-
eral Contractors Industry is defined as all establishments 
earning revenue primarily from residential building activ-
ity as a general contractor. In addition to construction of 
entirely new structures, this industry includes additions, 
renovations, alterations and repairs to similar structures. 
The information provided relates to the calender year 
1981 but for companies not using the calender year for 
accounting purposes, fiscal periods ending between April 
1, 1981 and March 31, 1982 are included. 

Included in this early data release is financial informa-
tion relating to the profit and loss and balance sheet-
statements. Labour data such as manhours worked, 
number of salaried employees; operational and orga-
nizational data such as types of construction performed 
by province and size group, structure, type of work and 
legal entity will become available after completion of the 
ongoing census.  

1981 

ENTREPRENEURS GENERAUX EN CONSTRUCTION 
DOMICILIAIRE 

Quelques ratios des finances et de l'exploitation 

Le recensement des entrepreneurs gènéraux en construction 
domiciliaire est un èlément du programme de recensement de 
l'industrie de Ia construction que Statistique Canada est en train 
de réaliser. Ce programme a été lance pour donner suite aux 
différentes demandes des secteurs publics et privés en vue 
d'améliorer de facon appreciable Ia qualité et Ia quantité des 
données statistiques recueillies sur lindustrie do Ia 
construction. 

Aux fins do ce recensement, on entend par industrie de Ia 
construction domiciliaire toutes les entreprises dont le revenu 
provient principalement do Ia construction domiciliaire en qualite 
d'enterpreneurs généraux. Cela ne comprend pas seulement Ia 
construction de nouvelles structures mais aussi les rajouts, 
renovations, modifications et reparations a ce genre do structu-
res. Les donnèes visent l'année civile 1981 mais, pour les 
entreprises dont l'exercice ne correspond pas a l'annèe civile, los 
exercices financiers so terminant entre le ler avril 1981 et le 31 
mars 1982 sont egalement pris en compte. 

On y trouve les donnèes I inancières contenues dans los états 
de profits et pertes et les bilans. Los donnèes sur Ia main-
d'oeuvre telles que le nombre d'heures-homme travaillées, le 
nombre d'employes salaries, etc., ainsi que les donnees opéra-
tionnelles et structurelles comme le genre de construction 
exécutée par province et tranche de taille, Ia structure, Ia nature 
des activités et les formes juridiques seront disponibles aprés le 
parachèvement du recensement en cours. 
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This release provides information from a sample of 
919 general contractors primarily engaged in residential 
building during 1981. The businesses covered by this 
sample reported revenues during 1981 of $3.6 billion. It 
is anticipated that full census data for this sector will be 
available by mid-1983. However, the sample from which 
the information in the accompanying tables is derived, is 
large enough to permit the release of ratios which are not 
likely to vary appreciably from those derived from the 
completed census. It should be mentioned that historical 
data are available for this census group covering the 
period 1973-1980 in Statistics Canada, Catalogue 
64-208. 

Table 1 of this bulletin presents a series of financial 
ratios based on data collected from the profit and loss 
and balance sheet statements. Table 2 provides addi-
tional operational information in ratio form related to 
revenues, costs, profit and loss classified by size groups 
within provinces or regions. 

Further information. Requests for further information or 
suggestions, should be addressed to Construction 
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 9Z9. 
P.M. Schneider, Tel. 995-8424. 

On trouvera ici des renseignements fondés sur un échantillon 
de quelques 919 entrepreneurs généraux dont Ia construction 
domiciliaire a constitué Ia principale activité en 1981. Les firmes 
comprises dans l'èchantillon ont déclaré des revenus bruts so 
chiffrant a $3.6 milliards en 1981. Toutes les donnèes de 
recensement pour ce secteur devraient sortir vers le milieu de 
1983. On croit toutefois que l'echantillon utilisé pour recueillir les 
données des tableaux annexes est suffisant pour permettre de 
publier des ratios que ne différeront vraisemblablement guére de 
ceux tires du recensement. II est a mentionner que Statistique 
Canada présente, pour ce groupe du recensement, des données 
retrospectives semblables pour Ia periode de 1973-1980 dans sa 
publication 64-208. 

Le tableau 1 du present bulletin présente une série de ratios 
financiers calculés d'après les donnees tirées des états des 
profits et pertes et des bilans. Le tableau 2 fournit des données 
d'exploitation supplémentaires sous forme de ratios relatifs aux 
revenus, aux couts et aux profits et pertes classes par tranche 
de taille a l'intèrieur des provinces ou des regions. 

Autres renseignements. Adresser toute demande de rensei-
gnements ou toute suggestion a: Division do Ia construction, 
Statistique Canada, Ottawa (Ontario), K 1 A 9Z9. P.M. Schneider, 
tél. 995-8424. 
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• TABLE 1. Financial Ratios by Size Group,(1) Canada, 1981 

TABLEAU 1. Proportions tlnanciOres suivant Ia tranche de taille(1), Canada, 1981 

to $2000000 
$ 10.000- $750000- $1000000- and over 

Detail Total 	 749,999- 999,999- 1,999,999- 
$2,000,000 

at pkis  

nUIT4ISI - riombre 

EatablIevnents(2) - Total - Etablissemonte(2) 626 	 296 I 108 213 209 

per Cml - pOtSCentage 

Net operating p1oIit (loss) before taxes - BónOflces (pertea) nets 
d'exptoltatlon avant )ITVOII 3.3 	 1.5 3.8 2.6 3.4 

Operating revenue - Total - Revenue d'exploltatlon 

Not operating profit Qoas) before taxes - Oö,êfices (panes) nets 
d'exploltation avant lropôts 22.1 	 4.4 17.2 13.6 27.0 

Egulty - Capital 

Net operatIng pr 0111 (loss) before taxes - Bénéf ices (pertes) nets 
d'explollehon avant lropôts 

Capital enWloyed(3) - Total - Capital invosti(3) 

Net operating ixold (loss) before taxes - Bilnfitices (panes) nets 
d'explo.tstlon avant in)Ota 

Assets - 	Total . 	Actit 

• ' 	assets - tmmobllisallons 

I 	iy - Cinal 

Cunent tiabilities - Passits ti court tecrne 

Equity - Capital 

Accounts receivable - Conlea a racevoir 

Operating revenue - Total - Revenue d'exploltalion 

Operating revenue - Total - Revenue dexploitallon 

Working capltal(4) - Fonda do roule,nent(4) 

Currant assets - Acids a court terme 

Currant tiabikttes - Passife C court terme 

Assets - TOtal - Achi 

Liabilities - Total - Pessil 

Liabilities - Total - Psead 

Equity - Ctat 

. 
In Table 1 size groups are based on total contract revenue and in Table 2 on I 
bans to tableau I In tranchos do taille soot basees sur le total des revenue dl 
All vakies in Table 1 are at a sub-sample level, as detined by establishments it 

Toulea In Informations darts 10 tableau 1 aunt au niveau sous-Cchantiulon, deft 
'Capital eeoployed" is the 5(10 of long-term kabulit,es and eqtMy 
'Capital Invest," esl to eonvne Oldertue or squ'on addirtionne In passifs C long 
Working capital" is defined as current assets rneius current kktieS. 

4) 	'Fonda do roulement" eat to difference oblertue lorsqu'on dtiduil lea pasads a 



TABLE 2. Revenues, Costs, Profit and Loss Expressed as Percentages of Total Operating Revenue by Size Group(1) 
Canada and Regions, 1981 

TABLEAU 2. Revenus, coUts at profits ou pertes exprimes on pourcentages des revenus d'exploltation par groupe de 
taiile(1), pour Canada at regions, 1981 	 ( 

$2,000.00; 

	

$ 10.000- 	$750,000- 	$1000000- and over 
Item - Detail 	 Total 	 749,999- 	 999,999- 	1.999,999- 

$2000000 
of plus 

nijnber - nono 

Estabulsltrnents - Total - Etabtlssements 919 339 112 230 236 

per cent - pourcenlage 

Operating revenue - Total - Revenue dexploitetlon 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Construction revenue - Revenus do construction 901 94.8 97,11 97.0 891 
Other revenue(2) - Autres rovonus(2) 9.7 5.2 2.9 30 101 

Operating costs (direct) - Total - Co(rt. (directs) d'expioltation 83.4 80.9 83.1 84.1 834 
Payments to 	ub-contraclors - Palements ens sous-traitants 44.1 32.4 32.8 35.9 48.0 
Materials - Mattinaus 16.3 25.7 26.9 24.6 14.6 
Wages - Salaires 3.8 9.8 8.3 7.5 29 
Salaries - Traitoments 1.1 0.9 0.6 1,0 1.1 
Land - Terrains 15.6 8.9 113 11.8 16.5 
Other direct costs - Aulres coOls directs 2.5 3.2 3.2 3.3 2.3 

Operating coats (indirect) - Total - CoOt, (Indirects) d'exploitallon 12.2 17.6 14.0 12.8 11.8 
Salaries - Tra4ements 33 6.0 47 4.6 29 
Bad debts - Creances irr8couvrabtes 0.3 0.3 0.2 0,2 04 
Financing - Financement 3.5 4.3 3.6 3.1 3 
Depreciation - Arnortissement 0.5 1.4 0.9 0.8 0 4 

Other indirect costs - Autros coOt-s jndlreds 4.6 5.6 4.6 4.1 4 

Net operating profit (loss) before taxes - Benefice, (pert.,) nets 
dexploltadon avant Impota 4.4 1.5 2.9 3,1 48 

Protit - Beneuices 56 45 4.3 4,9 59 

loss - Pertes 1 2 3.0 1.4 1.8 1 	1 

Atlantic provinces(3) - Provinces do t'Atlarttigue(3) 

number - nombre 

Establishments - Total - Etablissements 33 1 	13 20 

per cent - pourcentage 

Operating revenue - Total - Revenue d'exploltstlon 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Construction revenue - Revenus do construction 95.8 98.1 95.3 
Other revenue(2) - Autres revenus(2) 4.4 1.9 4.7 

Operating costs (direct) - Total - CoOls (directs) dexpiottatlon 86.7 83.7 87.1 

Payirtents to sub-contractors . Paremerits aux sous-trailanls 300 16.9 31.5 
Materials - Matenaux 32.3 32.5 32.3 

Wages - Salaires 144 20.0 138 

Salaries - Trartements 1.5 29 1,4 

Land - Terrains 4.4 60 4.2 

Other direct costs - Autres coOls directs 4 1 54 19 

Operating costs (Indirect) - Total - Cools (indirects) d'exploltatlon 149 14.3 15.0 

Salaries - Traitements 30 3.4 3.0 

Bad debts - Crtiances irr6couvrabies 02 0.3 02 

Financing - Financersent 52 3.6 5.3 

Depreciation - Arriorlissement 16 2.0 1.6 

Other indirect coals - Autros 000ta indoects 49 50 4.9 

Net operating profit (loss) before taxes - Benefices (pertea) nets 
dexploltetion avant Impots (1.6) 2.0 (2.1 

Profit - 	Bentihices 22 5.8 

Loss ' Perlos 3.8 3.8 

See lootnote(s) at end of table 
Voir note(s) 4 Ia tin (tj tableau 



TABLE 2. Revenues, Costs, Profit and Loss Expressed as Percentages of Total Operating Revenue by Size Group,(1) 
Canada and Regions, 1981 - Continued • 	TABLEAU 2. Revenus, coUts et proftts ou pertes exprimes 

taIlle(1), pour Canada et regions, 1981 - suite 
en pourcantages des revenue d'explottatlon par groupe de 

82.000.000 
8 10.000- $750000- $1000000- aid over  

Item - D81511 TotsI 749.999- 999,999- 1,999.909- 
$2,000 000 

at pIta 

number - nornbre 

Establishments - Total - Etabuissements 262 110 35 69 48 

per cent - pourcentage 

Operating rsv.nu. - Tout - Revenue d'.xplout.tion 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Construction revenue - Revenue tie constructIon 97.9 94.9 98.2 98.1 98.5 
Other revenue(2) - AttIres revenus(2) 2.1 51 1.8 1.9 1 5 

Operating costa (direct) - ToW - Co(tts (directs) daxpiouttlon 85.1 50.7 84.5 85.1 86.2 
Pamente to sub-contractors - Palemeflts stir SOus-IfatlWtS 40.0 28.4 29.1 34.7 46.7 
Materials - Matertaux 29.0 30.4 32.9 31.4 27.0 
Wages - Salairea 6.8 12.1 11.9 8.7 45 
Salaries - Trailementa 07 0.9 0.5 0.7 0.7 
Laid - Tarralnl 6.0 5.5 5.6 8.7 4.9 
Other direct costs - Autres coot, direM 28 34 4 5 2.9 24 

Operating coats (Indirect) - Total - CoUts (Indiects) d'exploltatlon 11.0 17.5 13.8 itO 9.2 
Salaries - Trailements 4.5 6.0 5.2 4.0 4.3 
Bad debts - Creances wrecnuvratttes 02 0.3 02 0.1 0.3 
"aisong - F1'ia'ica.menl 2.0 3.5 2.6 2.4 1.4 

1'cecla9on - AnsortiaSement 06 1 2 1.0 0.5 04 
'in edirect oOets - AttIres coUts aidiects 3.7 65 4.8 40 2.8 

Net operating profit (baa) 801cr. taxes - Bstièfloes (pertes) nuts . d',xp101tatlofl avant Impots 3-9 1.6 1.7 3.9 4.8 
PlAd 	Bm4fcex 4.6 39 3.2 5.0 47 

s - Pafles 0.7 2.1 1.5 II 01 

Ontario 

number - nombre 

Eslabtlshrnenls - Total - Etablleasnients 287 103 33 81 70 

per cent - pourcentage 

Operating rsvsnus - Total - Revenus devplottatlon 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Construction revalue - Revenue tie construction 911 941 954 950 903 
Other revenue(2) - AttIres revenua421i 69 59 46 50 97 

Operating costa (dlrsct) - TOW - Coot, (directs) dexplollatlon 84.9 80.5 82.4 82.4 85.6 
ntracierl - Palaniants stir aou$-IraItanl$ 442 345 36.7 40.7 45.5 

Materials - Mst6n.eux 14.5 252 23.2 199 12.5 
wages - Salalres 3.2 78 5.7 6.6 2.5 
Salaries - Trailemerita ii 09 0.7 1.0 II 
Land - Teraits 18.8 88 12.8 11.9 20.5 
Other direct costs - AutreS coils, directs 31 33 3.3 2.3 3.2 

Operating costs (Indirect) - Total - Codta (lndlr.cta) dexpioltatlon 11.6 11.5 15.4 15.8 10.5 
Salaries - Traitements 3.7 57 48 58 3.3 
Sad debts - Creances Wrócouwablea 0.2 03 02 02 02 
Financing - Flnancement 40 49 5.1 3.8 3.8 
Deprecation - Amoilissement 04 I 2 0.9 0.8 0.3 
Other indirect coals - Autres co(ft Wx5rects 3.3 57 4.4 5.2 '29) 

Net operating profit (loss) before taxes - BSnbflces (pertes) nets 
daxploltItlon Ivant Impota . 3.5 1.7 2.2 1.8 3.9 

Pit - Benef,ces 50 50 39 43 5.1 
loss - Perlea 1 5 33 1 1 2.5 12 

footnote(s) at and of table 
sole(s) 6 Is I in du tableau 



TABLE 2. Revenues, Costs, Profit and Loss Expressed as Percentages of Total Operating Revenue by Size Group,(1) 
Canada and RegIons, 1981 - Concluded 

TABLEAU 2. Revenus, coUts et profits ou pertes exprimes an pourcentages des revenus d'expoitation par groupe de 
taille(1), pour Canada et regions, 1981 - fin 

82.000.000 
$ 10.000- $750000- $1000000- and over 

Item - D6W Total 749.991 999.999- 1.999,999- 
82,000.000 

of plus 

Manitoba. Sasicatetiewan and - at Alberta 

number - nombre 

Establishments - Total - Etabliasemeols 205 I 64 I 213 39 I 79 

per cent - pourcentage 

Operating revenus - Total - Revenue dexploltation 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Construction revenue - Revenus tie construction 66.4 95.4 98.7 97.6 85.7 
Other revenue(2) - Autres revenus(2) 13.6 46 1.3 24 14.3 

OperatIng cost. (direct) - Total - Coot, (directs) d'exploltation 81.7 82.1 84.8 86.1 81.8 
Payments to sub-contractors - Pieements errs sous-traitarits 46.5 37.5 35.2 36.2 47 1 
Materials - Materlaux 13.5 22.6 27.3 22.0 12.9 
Wages - Selairos 2.5 9.0 9.3 7.4 2.2 
Salaries - Trailernents I 	I 0.5 1.1 1,5 11 
Land - TerraIns 16,1 97 9.8 15.1 16.3 
Other direct costs - Autres couts directs 2.0 28 2.1 3.9 1.9 

Operating costs (indirect) - TotSi - Coot, (indirects) dexploltation 12.7 16.8 12i 12.4 12.6 
Salaries - Traitements 2.7 5.5 3.0 4.5 2.6 
Bad debts - Crkances irrøcouvrabies 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.1 0.5 
Financing - Financement 3.5 4.2 3.2 2.7 3.6 
Depreciation - Amatlissement 0.5 1.6 0.8 1.1 0 4 
OIlier indirect costs 	Aulres coOls Indirocls 5.5 5.0 4.8 4.0 5 5 

Net operating profit (loss) before taxes - Bénefices (pertes) nets 
dezptotlatlon lvint ImpOt. 5.6 1.3 3.0 1.5 5.9 

Prolit - Bentifices 6.5 4.3 4.2 3.8 
Loss - Perles 1 0 30 1.2 2.3 0 

British Cokurnbia(4) - Cotombie-Britannique(4) 

number - nornbre 

Estabishments - Total - Etablissemelits 152 49 I 	19 	I 48 I 36 

per cent - pourcentage 

Operating revenue - Total - Revenue d'explottallon 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Construction revenue - Revenus tie construction 973 94.5 95.8 98.8 97.3 
Other revenue(2) - Autrea reverrus(2) 27 5.5 4.2 1.2 2.7 

Operating cost. (direct) - Total - Couta (directs) d'expioltatlon 85.0 79.9 80.2 82.6 86.2 
Payments to sub-contractors - Paiements aus sous-traitants 399 326 31.3 32.1 42.5 
Matials - Matkriaux 18.7 196 21.5 214 17.9 
Wages - Salaires 6.4 8.1 4.0 80 6.1 
Salaries - Traitementa 12 0.8 0.2 1,3 12 
Land - TerraIns 163 160 21.3 154 16.3 
Other direct costs - Autres coOls directs 25 28 1.9 4.4 2.1 

Operating costs (Indirect) - Total - CoOls (indirects) d'exploitation 12.4 19.1 13.9 11.6 12.0 
Salaries - Traiteinents 3.8 77 54 45 33 
Bad debts - Creances inecouvrebles 0.3 02 - 03 0.3 
Financing - Financement 33 5.4 3.6 3.4 3.1 
Depreciation - Aznortissemenl 0.5 14 0.9 0,6 0.4 
Other Indirect costs - Autres coOls inclirects 4.5 4.4 4.0 28 4.9 

Net operating profit (toss) before taxes - Bénéficea (pertes) nets 
d'exploitation avant impOt. 2.6 1.0 5.9 5.8 1.8 

Profit - Benlifices 4.4 5.2 6.7 71 3.6 
Loss - Perles 1 8 4.2 0.8 1 3 I 8 

(1) In Table t size groups are based on total contract revenue and in Table 2 on total value 01 work performed 
Dens lo tableau t lea tranches de taiile soot basties sur is total ties revenus tie construction at dens le tableau 2 sur Is total ties Iravaux esticule. 
"Other revenue" includes sales of building materials, project management, building rentals and Other types of operating revenue. 

(2) 	"Autres revenus" compreanent is vente tie materiaux. Is gtirarice de projets, Is location tie bátiments at autres genres de revenus d'osploitation 
(3) Data in more than one size group have been combined to meet secrecy requirements 01 the Statistics Act 
(3) 	Lea donnees tie plusieurs tranches tie tallies ont tile groupees pour satisisire aus prescriptions do Is Loi sur In Statistique relatives au secret. 
(4) 	British Columbia includes Yukon and Northwest Territoiries. 
(4) La Colombie-Britannique comprerid egaiement le Yukon at lea Territoires du Nord-Ouest 


