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Employment Status 
In 2000, the number of RNs employed in nursing in Canada was 232,412. Of those, 
197,880 (85.1%) were employed on a regular basis, and 34,532 (14.9%) were employed 
on a casual basis. 

As shown in Figure 4, the 2000 
total represents the lowest 
percentage of casual employment in 
Canada since before 1994. 

In fact, the number of RNs 
employed on a casual basis 
decreased in eight of twelve 
jurisdictions from 1999 to 2000, 
with only British Columbia, the 
Northwest Territories, and Nunavut 
experiencing an increase. The 
Yukon remained unchanged. 
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Figure 4. Percentage of RNs with Casual Employment, 

Canada, 1994-2000 

As previously discussed, of the 254,628 registered nurses in Canada in the year 2000, 
91.3% (232,412) were employed in nursing, 1.8% (4,506) were employed in other than 
nursing, 1.8% (4,490) were not employed, and 5.2% (13,220) did not state their 
employment status. 

Full-Time/Part-Time Status 

Figure 5. Percentage of RNs Employed in Nursing by 

Full-Time/Part-Time Status, Canada, 1994 

and 2000 

The percentage of RNs employed full-
time in Canada is almost identical 
between 1994 and 2000 figures. In 
1994, 54.9% (128,796) of RNs were 
employed full-time; in 2000, it was 
55.0% (127,782). 

The percentage employed part-time 
increased substantially, from 39.5% 
(92,570) in 1994 to 45.0% 
(104,581) in 2000. The percentage 
of 'Not Stated' records decreased 
from 5.6% in 1994 to less than 0.1% 
in 2000. 

Accurate comparisons amongst the intervening years are difficult, as the percentage of 
'Not Stated' records ranges between 1.6% and 10.3%. In comparison to 1999 data, 
however, the percentage of RNs working full-time increased from 51.1% to 55.0%, while 
the percentage working part-time decreased slightly (from 45.3% to 45.0%). The 
percentage of 'Not Stated' records decreased from 3.6% to less than 0.1%. 
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Supply and Distribution of Registered Nurses in Canada, 2000 

Table 9 compares the number and percentage of RNs by full-time/part-time 'status for each 

province/territory for 1994 and 2000. 

Table 9. Number and Percentage of RNs Employed in Nursing by Full-Time/Part-Time Status and 

Province/Territory, Canada, 1994 and 2000 
1994 2000 

Full-Time 

Counts 

Part-Time 

Counts 
Not Stated 

Counts 
Total 

Full-Time 

Counts % 

Part-Time 

Counts 
Not Stated 

Counts 
Total 

Nfld. 3,363 64.9 1,815 35.1 0 0.0 5,178 3.918 72.6 1,476 27.4 0 0.0 5,394 
P. E.1. 510 43.9 447 38.5 205 17.6 1,162 522 41.6 733 58.4 0 0.0 1,255 
N.S. 5,727 62.5 3,430 37.5 0 0.0 9,157 5.323 61.2 3,376 38.8 0 0.0 8,699 
N.B. 4,463 58.6 1,832 24.1 1,315 17.3 7.610 4,049 54.9 3,327 45.1 0 0.0 7,376 
laud. 32,679 53.4 23,166 37.8 5,373 8.8 61,218 29,895 50.9 28,855 49.1 0 0.0 58,750 
Ont. 45,360 55.8 35,941 44.2 0 0.0 81,301 43,899 53.7 37,780 46.3 o 0.0 81,679 
Man. 4,685 46.5 4,211 41.8 1,187 11.8 10,083 4,524 45.0 5,527 55.0 0 0.0 10.051 
Sask. 2,709 31.9 2,556 30.1 3,226 38.0 8,491 4,340 50.8 n/a n/a 8,543 
Aka. 14,129 64.6 7,731 35.4 0 0.0 21,860 12,064 54.4 n/a n/a 22.172 
B.C. 14,582 52.9 11,299 41.0 1,694 6.1 27.575 18.703 67.4 9,027 32.6 0 0.0 27,730 
Y.T. 115 56.7 61 30.0 27 13.3 203 127 53.6 110 46.4 0 0.0 237 

N.W.T. 350 83.1 71 16.9 0 0.0 421 335 77.4 98 22.6 0 0.0 433 
Nun. 124 92.5 10 7.5 0 0.0 134 83 89.2 10 10.8 0 0.0 93 

Canada 128.796 54.9 92,570 39.5 13,027 5.6 234,393 127,782 55.9 104.581 45.0 49 0.0 	232,412 

S.M. • RN1313/C11-1, 

Notes: 
CIHI data will differ from provincial/territorial data due to the CIHI collection period, the removal of interprovincial duplicates, 

and provincial/territorial data cleaning at year-end. 

Data from 1994 have been revised from previous Statistics Canada RNDB publications. 

British Columbia, Alberta, and Manitoba data prior to 1999 erroneously include non-practicing registrations, and are subject 

to future revision. 

Northwest Territories/Nunavut data for the year 2000 were derived using a modified methodology. 

Nunavut data were identified using the Postal Code of Residence, a method that undercounts the number of employed RNs. 

Please review the Methodological Notes for more comprehensive information regarding data collection and processing, data 

accuracy, and data comparability. 

When comparing the provincial/territorial statistics presented in Table 9 above, the number 

of 'Not Stated' records must be noted; many apparent changes can be partially explained 

by a substantial decrease in the number of 'Not Stated' records. 

In Canada, RNs aged 35 years or less are 

more likely to work part-time than RNs 

aged 50 years or older. Among the 

48,787 RNs in Canada aged 35 years or 

less in the year 2000, 46.0% were 

employed full-time and 54.0% part-time. 

In contrast, among the 67,300 RNs in 

Canada aged 50 years or older, 61.2% 

were employed full-time and 38.7% part-

time. Figure 6 illustrates this breakdown 

for 2000. 

The average age of RNs employed full-

time in 2000 was 44.3 years, compared 

to an average age of 42.1 years for RNs 

employed part-time. 
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NEWFOUNDLAND  

NFLD. CANADA 

Number of RNs Employed in Nursing 5,394 232,412 

Number of RNs per 10,000 Population 100.2 75.4 

Average Age (years) 39.7 43.3 

Gender (%) 3.7 MALE 4.8 

96.3 FEMALE 95.2 

Place of Work 1%) 72.1 HOSPITAL 63.8 

9.6 COMMUNITY HEALTH 12.4 

11.0 NURSING HOME 11.2 

7.3 OTHER 12.5 

Primary Area of Responsibility (%) 90.8 DIRECT CARE 85.5 

5.0 ADMINISTRATION 6.9 

3.4 EDUCATION 3.0 

0.5 RESEARCH 1.0 

0.4 NOT STATED 3.7 

Full-Time/Part-Time Status (%) 72.6 FULL-TIME 55.0 

27.4 PART-TIME 45.0 

0.0 NOT STATED 0.0 

Position (%) 8.7 MANAGERIAL POSITIONS 7.7 

81.7 STAFF NURSE 76.7 

8.9 OTHER 13.2 

0.7 NOT STATED 2.4 

Highest Education in Nursing (%) 79.1 DIPLOMA 75.6 

19.5 BACCALAUREATE 22.8 

1.4 MASTER'S/DOCTORATE 1.7 

Workforce Place of Graduation (%) 99.1 CANADA 92.0 

0.0 FOREIGN 6.1 

0.9 NOT STATED 1.9 
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PRE EDWARD ISLAND 
P.E.I. CANADA 

Number of RNs Employed in Nursing 1,255 232,412 

Number of RNs per 10,000 Population 90.3 75.4 

Average Age (years) 43.6 43.3 

Gender (%) 1.7 MALE 4.8 

98.3 FEMALE 95.2 

Place of Work (%) 63.5 HOSPITAL 63.8 

9.1 COMMUNITY HEALTH 12.4 

15.9 NURSING HOME 11.2 

11.5 OTHER 12.5 

Primary Area of Responsibility (%) 90.2 DIRECT CARE 85.5 

7.1 ADMINISTRATION 6.9 

2.5 EDUCATION 3.0 

0.2 RESEARCH 1.0 

0.1 NOT STATED 3.7 

Full-Time/Part-Time Status (%) 41.6 FULL-TIME 55.0 

58.4 PART-TIME 45.0 

0.0 NOT STATED 0.0 

Position (%) 18.6 MANAGERIAL POSITIONS 7.7 

75.9 STAFF NURSE 76.7 

4.9 OTHER 13.2 

0.5 NOT STATED 2.4 

Highest Education in Nursing (%) 79.2 DIPLOMA 75.6 

19.3 BACCALAUREATE 22.8 

1.5 MASTER'S/DOCTORATE 1.7 

Workforce Place of Graduation 1%) 98.2 CANADA 92.0 

1.4 FOREIGN 6.1 

0.3 NOT STATED 1.9 
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NOVA SCOTIA 
N.S. CANADA 

Number of RNs Employed in Nursing 8,699 232,412 

Number of RNs per 10,000 Population 92.3 75.4 

Average Age (years) 42.9 43.3 

Gender (%) 2.7 , 	MALE 4.8 

97.3 FEMALE 95.2 

Place of Work (%) 71.2 HOSPITAL 63.8 

9.1 COMMUNITY HEALTH 12.4 

11.4 NURSING HOME 11.2 

8.4 OTHER 12.5 

Primary Area of Responsibility (%) 90.8 DIRECT CARE 85.5 

4.8 ADMINISTRATION 6.9 

3.4 EDUCATION 3.0 

1.0 RESEARCH 1.0 

0.0 NOT STATED 3.7 

Full- Tim e/Part - Tim e Status (%) 61.2 FULL-TIME 55.0 

38.8 PART-TIME 45.0 

0.0 NOT STATED 0.0 

Position (%) 13.4 MANAGERIAL POSITIONS 7.7 

80.4 STAFF NURSE 76.7 

5.6 OTHER 13.2 

0.6 NOT STATED 2.4 

Highest Education in Nursing (%) 74.6 DIPLOMA 75.6 

23.4 BACCALAUREATE 22.8 

2.0 MASTER'S/DOCTORATE 1.7 

Workforce Place of Graduation (%) 97.6 CANADA 92.0 

2.4 FOREIGN 6.1 

0.0 NOT STATED 1.9 
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NEW BRUNSWICK 
N.B. CANADA 

Number of RNs Employed in Nursing 7,376 232,412 

Number of RNs per 10,000 
97.4 75.4 

Population 

Average Age (years) 42.0 43.3 

Gender (%) 3.6 MALE 4.8 

96.4 FEMALE 95.2 

Place of Work (%) 75.1 HOSPITAL 63.8 

4.3 COMMUNITY HEALTH 12.4 

9.6 NURSING HOME 11.2 

11.0 OTHER 12.5 

Primary Area of Responsibility (%) 91.6 DIRECT CARE 85.5 

4.6 ADMINISTRATION 6.9 

2.8 EDUCATION 3.0 

0.3 RESEARCH 1.0 

0.7 NOT STATED 3.7 

Full-Time/Part-Time Status (%) 54.9 FULL-TIME 55.0 

45.1 PART-TIME 45.0 

0.0 NOT STATED 0.0 

Position (%) 9.3 MANAGERIAL POSITIONS 7.7 

78.3 STAFF NURSE 76.7 

11.7 OTHER 13.2 

0.7 NOT STATED 2.4 

Highest Education in Nursing (%) 68.0 DIPLOMA 75.6 

30.5 BACCALAUREATE 22.8 

1.5 MASTER'S/DOCTORATE 1.7 

Workforce Place of Graduation (%) 91.8 CANADA 92.0 

0.8 FOREIGN 6.1 

7.3 NOT STATED 1.9 
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QUEBEC 
QUE. CANADA 

Number of RNs Employed in Nursing 58,750 232,412 

Number of RNs per 10,000 Population 79.6 75.4 

Average Age (years) 42.2 43.3 

Gender (%) 8.7 , MALE 4.8 

91.3 FEMALE 95.2 

Place of Work (%) 63.5 HOSPITAL 63.8 

12.3 COMMUNITY HEALTH 12.4 

14.8 NURSING HOME 11.2 

9.4 OTHER 12.5 

Primary Area of Responsibility (%) 76.1 DIRECT CARE 85.5 

12.5 ADMINISTRATION 6.9 

2.2 EDUCATION 3.0 

1.3 RESEARCH 1.0 

7.8 NOT STATED 3.7 

Full-Time/Part-Time Status (%) 50.9 FULL-TIME 55.0 

49.1 PART-TIME 45.0 

0.0 NOT STATED 0.0 

Position (%) 7.0 MANAGERIAL POSITIONS 7.7 

71.6 STAFF NURSE 76.7 

15.6 OTHER 13.2 

5.9 NOT STATED 2.4 

Highest Education in Nursing (%) 74.6 DIPLOMA 75.6 

24.0 BACCALAUREATE 22.8 

1.4 MASTER'S/DOCTORATE 1.7 

Workforce Place of Graduation (%) 97.7 CANADA 92.0 

0.9 FOREIGN 6.1 

1.4 NOT STATED 1.9 
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ONTARIO  
ONT. CANADA 

Number of RNs Employed in Nursing 81,679 232,412 

Number of RNs per 10,000 Population 69.7 75.4 

Average Age (years) 44.2 43.3 

Gender (%) 3.4 MALE 4.8 

96.6 FEMALE 95.2 

Place of Work (%) 61.3 'HOSPITAL 63.8 

14.1 COMMUNITY HEALTH 12.4 

8.2 NURSING HOME 11.2 

16.4 OTHER 12.5 

Primary Area of Responsibility (%) 86.8 DIRECT CARE 85.5 

5.3 ADMINISTRATION 6.9 

2.9 EDUCATION 3.0 

0.9 RESEARCH 1.0 

4.0 NOT STATED 3.7 

Full-Time/Part-Time Status (%) 53.7 FULL-TIME 55.0 

46.3 PART-TIME 45.0 

0.0 NOT STATED 0.0 

Position (%) 6.8 MANAGERIAL POSITIONS 7.7 

76.2 STAFF NURSE 76.7 

15.9 OTHER 13.2 

1.1 NOT STATED 2.4 

Highest Education in Nursing (%) 80.1 DIPLOMA 75.6 

18.3 BACCALAUREATE 22.8 

1.5 MASTER'S/DOCTORATE 1,7 

Workforce Place of Graduation 1%) 89.1 CANADA 92.0 

10.5 FOREIGN 6.1 

0.4 NOT STATED 1.9 
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MANITOBA 

MAN. CANADA 

Number of RNs Employed in Nursing 10,051 232,412 

Number of RNs per 10,000 Population 87.5 75.4 

Average Age (years) 43.2 43.3 

Gender (%) 4.4 , MALE 4.8 

95.6 FEMALE 95.2 

Place of Work (%) 65.3 HOSPITAL 63.8 

9.3 COMMUNITY HEALTH 12.4 

11.6 NURSING HOME 11.2 

13.8 OTHER 12.5 

Primary Area of Responsibility (%) 90.3 DIRECT CARE 85.5 

5.6 ADMINISTRATION 6.9 

3.1 EDUCATION 3.0 

0.9 RESEARCH 1.0 

0.2 NOT STATED 3.7 

Full-Time/Part-Time Status (%) 45.0 FULL-TIME 55.0 

55.0 PART-TIME 45.0 

0.0 NOT STATED 0.0 

Position (%) 10.5 MANAGERIAL POSITIONS 7.7 

76.1 STAFF NURSE 76.7 

11.6 OTHER 13.2 

1.8 NOT STATED 2.4 

Highest Education in Nursing (%) 76.6 DIPLOMA 75.6 

21.7 BACCALAUREATE 22.8 

1.7 MASTER'S/DOCTORATE 1.7 

Workforce Place of Graduation (%) 95.1 CANADA 92.0 

4.9 FOREIGN 6.1 

0.0 NOT STATED 1.9 

Registered Nurses Database 
	 59 





SASKATCHEWAN  
SASK. CANADA 

Number of RNs Employed in Nursing 8,543 232,412 

Number of RNs per 10,000 Population 83.5 75.4 

Average Age (years) 43.6 43.3 

Gender (%) 2.7 MALE 4.8 

97.3 FEMALE 95.2 

Place of Work (%) 58.5 HOSPITAL 63.8 

16.9 COMMUNITY HEALTH 12.4 

13.3 NURSING HOME 11.2 

11.2 OTHER 12.5 

Primary Area of Responsibility (%) 89.3 DIRECT CARE 85.5 

6.2 ADMINISTRATION 6.9 

3.4 EDUCATION 3.0 

0.6 RESEARCH 1.0 

0.6 NOT STATED 3.7 

Full-Time/Part-Time Status (%) 50.8 FULL-TIME 55.0 

49.2 PART-TIME 45.0 

0.0 NOT STATED 0.0 

Position (%) 9.0 MANAGERIAL POSITIONS 7.7 

81.3 STAFF NURSE 76.7 

8.4 OTHER 13.2 

1.2 NOT STATED 2.4 

Highest Education in Nursing (%) 78.2 DIPLOMA 75.6 

21.0 BACCALAUREATE 22.8 

0.8 MASTER'S/DOCTORATE 1.7 

Workforce Place of Graduation (%) 95.2 CANADA 92.0 

2.5 FOREIGN 6.1 

2.3 NOT STATED 1.9 
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ALBERTA 
,c4 

ALTA, CANADA 

Number of RNs Employed in Nursing 22,172 232,412 

Number of RNs per 10,000 Population 73.6 75.4 

Average Age (years) 43.4 43.3 

Gender (%) 2.6 ' MALE 4.8 

97.4 FEMALE 95.2 

Place of Work (%) 66.1 HOSPITAL 63.8 

12.2 COMMUNITY HEALTH 12.4 

9.7 NURSING HOME 11.2 

12.0 OTHER 12.5 

Primary Area of Responsibility (%) 89.8 DIRECT CARE 85.5 

4.2 ADMINISTRATION 6.9 

3.7 EDUCATION 3.0 

1.1 RESEARCH 1.0 

1.2 NOT STATED 3.7 

Full-Time/Part-Time Status (%) 54.4 FULL-TIME 55.0 

45.4 PART-TIME 45.0 

0.2 NOT STATED 0.0 

Position (%) 7.6 MANAGERIAL POSITIONS 7.7 

81.6 STAFF NURSE 76.7 

9.8 OTHER 13.2 

1.1 NOT STATED 2.4 

Highest Education in Nursing (%) 66.9 DIPLOMA 75.6 

30.8 BACCALAUREATE 22.8 

2.3 MASTER'S/DOCTORATE 1.7 

Workforce Place of Graduation (%) 88.9 CANADA 92.0 

0.0 FOREIGN 6.1 

11.1 NOT STATED 1.9 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA 

  

 

B.C. CANADA 

Number of RNs Employed in Nursing 27,730 232,412 

Number of RNs per 10,000 Population 68.1 75.4 

Average Age (years) 44.4 43.3 

Gender (%) 4.1 MALE 4.8 

95.9 FEMALE 95.2 

Place of Work (%) 64.9 HOSPITAL 63.8 

11.0 COMMUNITY HEALTH 12.4 

13.5 NURSING HOME 11.2 

10.6 OTHER 12.5 

Primary Area of Responsibility (%) 90.7 DIRECT CARE 85.5 

3.9 ADMINISTRATION 6.9 

4.0 EDUCATION 3.0 

0.7 RESEARCH 1.0 

0.8 NOT STATED 3.7 

Full-Time/Part-Time Status (%) 67.4 FULL-TIME 55.0 

32.6 PART-TIME 45.0 

0.0 NOT STATED 0.0 

Position (%) 7.5 MANAGERIAL POSITIONS 7.7 

81.5 STAFF NURSE 76.7 

9.3 OTHER 13.2 

1.7 NOT STATED 2.4 

Highest Education in Nursing (%) 72.0 DIPLOMA 75.6 

25.8 BACCALAUREATE 22.8 

2.3 MASTER'S/DOCTORATE 1.7 

Workforce Place of Graduation (%) 85.5 CANADA 92.0 

14.5 FOREIGN 6.1 

0.0 NOT STATED 1.9 
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YUKON  

Y.T. CANADA 

Number of RNs Employed in Nursing 237 232,412 

Number of RNs per 10,000 Population 77.9 75.4 

Average Age (years) 43.3 43.3 

Gender (%) 6.3 , MALE 4.8 

93.7 FEMALE 95.2 

Place of Work (%) 57.4 HOSPITAL 63.8 

16.5 COMMUNITY HEALTH 12.4 

8.4 NURSING HOME 11.2 

17.7 OTHER 12.5 

Primary Area of Responsibility (%) 88.2 DIRECT CARE 85.5 

8.4 ADMINISTRATION 6.9 

3.0 EDUCATION 3.0 

0.0 RESEARCH 1.0 

0.4 NOT STATED 3.7 

Full-Time/Part-Time Status (%) 53.6 FULL-TIME 55.0 

46.4 PART-TIME 45.0 

0.0 NOT STATED 0.0 

Position (%) 13.1 MANAGERIAL POSITIONS 7.7 

72.6 STAFF NURSE 76.7 

13.5 OTHER 13.2 

0.8 NOT STATED 2.4 

Highest Education in Nursing (%) 60.8 DIPLOMA 75.6 

38.4 BACCALAUREATE 22.8 

0.8 MASTER'S/DOCTORATE 1.7 

Workforce Place of Graduation (%) 92.4 CANADA 92.0 

7.2 FOREIGN 6.1 

0.4 NOT STATED 1.9 
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NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
N.W.T. CANADA 

Number of RNs Employed in Nursing 433 232,412 

Number of RNs per 10,000 Population 102.7 75.4 

Average Age (years) 41.9 43.3 

Gender (%) 6.7 MALE 4.8 

93.3 FEMALE 95.2 

Place of Work (%) 55.2 HOSPITAL 63.8 

27.5 COMMUNITY HEALTH 12.4 

2.3 NURSING HOME 11.2 

15.0 OTHER 12.5 

Primary Area of Responsibility (%) 89.1 DIRECT CARE 85.5 

6.9 ADMINISTRATION 6.9 

3.7 EDUCATION 3.0 

0.0 RESEARCH 1,0 

0.2 NOT STATED 3.7 

Full-Time/Part-Time Status (%) 77.4 FULL-TIME 55.0 

22.6 PART-TIME 45.0 

0.0 NOT STATED 0.0 

Position (%) 10.2 MANAGERIAL POSITIONS 7.7 

77.6 STAFF NURSE 76.7 

10.9 OTHER 13.2 

1.4 NOT STATED 2.4 

Highest Education in Nursing (%) 66.5 DIPLOMA 75.6 

31.4 BACCALAUREATE 22.8 

2.1 MASTER'S/DOCTORATE 1.7 

Workforce Place of Graduation (%) 91.0 CANADA 92.0 

6.7 FOREIGN 6.1 

2.3 NOT STATED 1.9 
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NUNAVUT  

  

NUN. CANADA 

Number of RNs Employed in Nursing 93 232,412 

Number of RNs per 10,000 Population 33.3 75.4 

Average Age (years) 42.5 43.3 

Gender (%) 8.6 , MALE 4.8 

91.4 FEMALE 95.2 

Place of Work (%) 33.3 HOSPITAL 63.8 

49.5 COMMUNITY HEALTH 12.4 

2.2 NURSING HOME 11.2 

15.1 OTHER 12.5 

Primary Area of Responsibility (%) 90.3 DIRECT CARE 85.5 

8.6 ADMINISTRATION 6.9 

1.1 EDUCATION 3.0 

0.0 RESEARCH 1.0 

0.0 NOT STATED 3.7 

Full-Time/Part-Time Status (%) 89.2 FULL-TIME 55.0 

10.8 PART-TIME 45.0 

0.0 NOT STATED 0.0 

Position (%) 15.1 MANAGERIAL POSITIONS 7.7 

77.4 STAFF NURSE 76.7 

6.5 OTHER 13.2 

1.1 NOT STATED 2.4 

Highest Education in Nursing (%) 63.4 DIPLOMA 75.6 

35.5 BACCALAUREATE 22.8 

1.1 MASTER'S/DOCTORATE 1.7 

Workforce Place of Graduation (%) 78.5 CANADA 92.0 

14.0 FOREIGN 6.1 

7.5 NOT STATED 1.9 
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