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FtNERIL DIRECTORS, 1956 

A survey of funeral directors was undertaken for the year 1956 with the co-operation of the 
Funeral Directors' Association of Canada. The primary purpose of this survey was to provide 
the industry with ratios and averages on the cost of funeral services. Since it was not considered 
necessary to have complete coverage, the Bureau did not insist on having returns from funeral 
directors who were reluctant to report. A list of funeral directors was compiled from the associ-
ation's membership list and the classified advertisements of telephone and city directories, but 
its completeness cannot be guaranteed. Of the 1,094 firms on this list, 840, or 77 per cent, sub-
mitted a report on their 1956 operations. The users of these statistics are cautioned against 
taking the absolute figures contained in this report to represent the universe. The averages and 
ratios, however, may be used with a fair degree of confidence. 

A considerable number of funeral directors are engaged in other types  of commercial 
activities. The results of this survey show that 277 of the respondents, or 33 per cent, were 
engaged in one or more other business operations in 1956; the most common of these were furni-
ture merchandising (151 respondents) and ambulance service (66). This report, however, Is 
limited to their funeral directing business. 

A classification of the responding funeral directors according to population served, i.e., 
whether predominantly urban or rural and the predominant religion of the area, Is presented in the 
following table. 

Funeral Directors Classified According to Population Served, 1956 

Population 

Protestant Catholic Both Protestant Other Total 

Total With rotal With rotal WIth fotal With Total With 
nwuber chapel nu.noer chapel nwnoer chapel numoer chapel numoer chapel 

Urban ............................ 272 249 124 61 32 24 6 4 434 338 
199 171 30 13 29 18 3 3 261 205 Rural .............................

d oth urban aid rural 65 

. 

62 15 9 58 42 7 7 145 120 

Total ..................... 536 482 169 83 119 84 16 14 840 663 

The 840 firms reported receipts amounting to $36,829,222 for the year 1956. The percentage 
distribution of receipts by source was as follows: funeral services 88 per cent; vault sales 2 per 
cent; extra charges 10 per cent. Paid employees numbered 3,827 and received $7,023,430 in 
return for their services. Accounts receivable at the end of the year amounted to $6,694,147, or 
18 per cent of total receipts. 

The average funeral service cost for adults in Canada during 1956 was calculated at $405. 
The average was highest in Quebec ($456), but only one dollar above that for Ontario, and lowest 
in Prince Edward Island ($264). Funeral service cost for stillborn infants averaged $18; for 
infants up to 3 years of age $48; for children 4 to 12 years $137, with a low of $41 in Prince 
Edward Island and a high of $164 in Quebec: for D.V.A., D.N.D. and indigent cases $107, with 
a low of $78 in Quebec and a high of $138 in Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island combined; 
for ship-Ins $100, with a low of $51 in New Brunswick and a high of $189 in Quebec. 

A frequency distribution of adult funeral services (except services for D.V.A. etc. and 
ship-ins) revealed that 53 per cent of all services cost less than $400, 36 per cent cost between 
$400 and $599 and 11 per cent cost $600 and over. The percentage of adult funerals in the less 
than $400 range was 35 per cent in Ontario, 43 per cent in Quebec and between 70 and 85 per 
cent in the other provinces. Additional information is presented in Tables 1 to 9 which follow. 
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T.'BLE 1. Suimary Statistics of Funeral Directors, by Provinces. 1956 

Province 
Number of 
responding 

firms 

Number 
of paid 

employees 
Sal rlea 
a 	

a 
' 

ACCøunts 
receivable 

at year end 

Volume of business 
transacted during 

the year 2  

$ S 	 S 

Ciada 	......................................................... 840 3,827 1,03,430 6,694,141 	36.829,222 

Newfoundland 	....................................................... 4 20 38,320 42,531 	 196,551 
Prince Edward Island 	........................................ 6 9 9.510 11,257 	 71,506 
Nova Scotia 	........................................................ 46 126 281,503 311,343 	 1.461, 112 
New 	Brunswick 	.................................................. 23 61 137,560 102.410 	 708,635 
Quebec 	................................................................. 130 811 1,216.461 893,316 	 6,416,458 

462 2,039 3,274,712 3,504,134 	15,498,278 
35 172 494,181 348.396 	 2,011.417 

Ontatio 	................................................................. 

34 129 293,112 290.006 	 1,567,323 

Manitoba ............................................................... 
Saskatchewan ....................................................... 

33 162 482,449 534.160 	 2,081.531 Alberta 	................................................................. 
British Columbia3  ............................................... 81 298 735.616 650,604 	 3.816,345 

Not including salaries or withdrawals of proprietors of unIncorporated firms. 
Funeral directing business only. 
Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 

TABLE 2. Receipts of Funeral Dlrectors,by Source and by Provinces, 1956 

Volume of business transacted during year 

Province 	 Funeral services 	Vault sales 	I 	Extra charges 1 	Total volume 

Amount Per cent Amount Per cent Amount Per cent Amount Per cent 

i - $ $ 

Canada 	........................................................... 32,313,128 87.7 913,086 2.5 3.603.013 9.8 38,829,222 100.0 

180. 825 92.0 196.551 100.0 
Prince Edward Island 	.., ..................................... 61, 962 95.0 21,658 1.3 113,292 6.5 71,506 100.0 

Newfoundland 	........................................................... 

1,345,432 92.1 1.461. 112 100.0 
633. 248 89.4 11, 625 1.8 63.762 9.0 708,635 100.0 

Nova 	Scotia 	............................................................. 

5.694,483 88.7 84.925 1.3 637,050 10.0 6.416,458 100.0 

New 	Brunswick 	......................................................... 

..... 

16. 110, 788 87.4 685,190 3.7 1.642.302 8.9 18. 498. 278 100.0 

Quebec 	..................................................................... 

Manitoba 	.............................................................. 1,145,929 86.8 55,148 2.7 210.400 10.5 2,011,477 100.0 

Ontario 	................................................................... 

Saskatchewan 	...................................................... 1.380,994 
.. 

88. 1 16.464 1.1 169,865 10.8 1.567,323 100.0 .. 
88.0 26, 186 1.3 222.528 10.7 2.081,531 100.0 Alberta 	...................................................................1,832,223 

British Columbia 2 	.............................................. 3..261,241 85.5 11.290 0.3 543,814 14.2 3.816,345 100.0 

Includes cemetery and shipping charges, extra cars, newspaper notices. cloth.Iag, etc 
Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 

TABLE 3. Funeral Service Receipts by Type of Service, by Provinces, 1956 

Province 

lUborn 
Infants 

ln.faIltS 
U 	to Chtidren 

4-12 years 
Adult & D.N.D., etc. Ship4ns Total 

No. Amount No. Amount No. Amount No. Amount No, Amount No. Amount No. Amount 

$ S $ $ It $ $ 
Ciada 	........................... 5, 102 94.013 4.776 229,469 1,078 147,909 76,249 30,866,205 5,527 588.771 3,981 396.756 90,681 32,313,183 

64 1,503 38 1,253 30 2.387 510 170, 823 725 180,825 
Prince Edward Island 21 236 34 1.134 3 123 242 63, 829 

21 
i 

2.900 26 4,599 
( 	324 61,962 

Newfoundland ........................... 

256 4.948 267 10,845 53 6,465 3,862 1,287.431 159 19,3151 231 16,376 4.628 1,345.432 
191 2.551 103 3.316 41 4.062 2.002 5i'7, 933 141 17,035 164 8,291 2,642 633. 249 

Nova Scotia 	.............................. 

991 12,825 892 29,469 203 33,339 12,013 5.483,316 750 58.789 405 76,745 15.054 5,694,483 

New Brunswick 	........................ 
Quebec 	..................................... 
Ontario 	.................................. 2,431 46.205 2,086 107.35 421 62.422 34,209 15. 555, 569 1,959 227.066 1,739 172,168 42.851 18.170,786 

218 4.678 248 12,307 48 5.136 4.667 1.629.925 596 64,334 316 29.549 6,093 1,745.929 
177 3,622 337 14,315 66 7.703 4,151 1,301,791 276 31,317 333 22.246 5,346 1.380.994 

Manitoba 	................................. 
Saskatchewan ......................... 

211 7.237 426 23,160 102 12,344 4,952 1,716, 125 461 47,379 300 25,978 6,524 1.832.223 
Alberta 	................................... 
British Columbia 2  ................. 470 10,208 545 26.254 109 13.928 9.775 3,049,457 1,158 120.590 437 40.904 12.494 3,261,241 

includes Services for Municipal and County Indigents, Provthc1l Cases, Indian Affajrs Cases. etc. Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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TABLE 4. Average Funeral Cost' by Type of Service, by Provinces, 1956 

Province 	 Stillbctn 	Infants 

years 4'12 years Adults D.N,D.,etc. Total 

Canada 	...................................................... 18 	 48 137 406 107 100 334 

23 	 33 80 300 249 
11 	 33 41 264 

138 100 
210 

19 	 41 122 352 122 71 291 
New 	unswick 	................................................. 13 	 33 99 299 121 51 240 
Quebec 	............................................................... 13 	 43 164 456 78 189 378 

Newfoundland ..................................................... 
Prince Edward Island 	....................................... 

19 	 51 148 455 116 99 377 

Nova SCOtIa 	....................................................... 

21 	 50 107 349 108 94 281 

Ontario 	............................................................... 

Saskatchewan ....................................... 20 	 42 117 313 113 67 258 

Manitoba 	............................................................. 

26 	 54 121 347 101 87 281 Alberta 	............................................................... 
Iitlsh Columbia 3 	............................................. 22 	 48 128 312 104 93 351 

Includes cost or casket but excludes vaults and extra charges. 
Includes services for Municiral and County lndlgent.s, Provincial Cases, Indian Affairs Cases, etc. 
Includes Yukon and NQrthwest Territories. 

TABLE 5. Percentage Distribution of Funeral Services by Type of Service, by Provinces, 1956 

Province Sn Infants 
4-12 years Adults D.I.LD 	etc. Ship4ns Total 

Canada 	...................................................... ., 3 o 1. 1 78. 9 5.7 4.1 100.0 

Newfoundland 	...................................... 8.8 5.3 4.1 78.6 100.0 
Prince Edward Island 	............................... 6.5 10.5 0.9 747 2.0 2.4 

100.0 
Nova Scotia 	................................................... 5.5 5.8 1. 2 79.1 3.4 5.0 100.0 

7.2 3.9 1.6 75.8 5.3 6.2 100.0 New Brunswick 	................................................. 
Quebec 	.................................................. ....... _ 6.6 4.6 1.3 79.8 5.0 2.7 100.0 

5.'? 4.9 1.0 79.8 4.6 4.0 100.0 
3.6 4.0 0.8 76.6 9.8 2 100.0 

Ontario 	............................................................... 

3.3 6.3 1. 2 77.8 5.2 6.2 100.0 

Manitoba 	............................................................. 
Saskatchewan .....................................................
Alberta 	........................................................... 4.2 6.5 116 75.9 7.2 4.8 100.0 
&ltish Columbia 2 	............................................. 3. 8 4.3 0.9 78.2 9.3 3.5 100.0 

Includes Services For Municipal and County Indigents, Provincial Cases. Indian Affairs Cases, etc. 
Includes Yukon and Northwest Territortes. 

TABLE 6. Percentage Distribution of Adult ServIces by Size of Receipts, by Provinces. 1956 

Size of Receipts 

Province 
Under $200 $2004399 $4004599 $6001799 $8004999 and Total 

% % 

9 42.8 35.7 8.7 2. 0 0. 9 100.0 

28.4 56.1 12.6 100.0 
21. 3 56.2 13.6 

7 1 1 0 
0.3 100.0 

Canada 	....................................................... . 

12.3 58.0 23.3 5.1 0.9 100.0 

Newfoundland 	................................................... 
Prince Edward Island 	...................................... 

14.3 64.2 20.1 1. 1 0.3 - 100.0 

Nova Scotia 	........................................................ 
New 	Brunswick 	.................................................. 

7 32.2 36.8 12.8 4.8 2.7 100.0 Quebec 	................................................................ 
Ontario 	................................................................ 5.4 . 

3. 5 
29.2 49.7 12.5 2.4 0.8 100.0 

Manitoba 	............................................................. 58. 3 24.8 2.9 0.3 0.2 100.0 
17. 0 57.5 22.2 2.6 0.6 0.1 100.0 Saskatchewan .....................................................

Alberta 	........... 13. 3  61.4 20.8 3.3 1.0 0.2 100.0 
British 	Columbia 2 	............................................. 15. I 69.4 13.4 1.7 0.2 0.2 100.0 

Except services for D.V.A. etc., and ship.lns. 
Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
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TABLE 7. Employment and Payroll Reported by Funeral Directors, by Provinces, 1956 

Employment and Payroll 1 

Province Part-time employees Full-time employees Total 

Number Salaries Number Salaries Number Salaries totalrecelpts 

$ $ $ 

Cai*da 	.............. .......................................... 2,124 88,378 1,7113 6.195.052 3.7 7.083,430 19.1 

Newfoundland f 	20 38. 320 19.5 

} 	
23 

.. 

36659 6 11.171 9 9510 13.3 Prince Edward 	Island ......................................... 
Nova Scotia 	........................................................ 80 33.689 66 241.814 128 281,503 19.3 
New &unswlck ................................................... 26 17.930 33 119,630 61 137,560 19.4 
Quebec 	................................................................ 455 152.608 356 1,123.859 811 1.276,481 19.9 

1.275 450,008 764 2,824,704 2,039 3,274,712 17.7 
Manitoba .............................................................. 57 28,661 115 465,520 172 494,181 24,6 

Ontario 	................................................................. 

Saskatchewan ...................................................... 49 21,639 80 271,473 129 293.112 18.7 
60 31.149 102 451.300 162 482.449 23.2 Alberta 	................................................................. 

a'itish Columbia 2  ............................................... 11'? 56,035 181 679,581 298 735.616 19.3 

Not including salaries or withdrawals of is'oprietors of unincorporated firms. 
Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories. 

TABLE 8. Percentage Distribution of Adult Services' by Size of Receipts, by Metopolitan Areas, 1956 

Metropolitan area 
Number of 
responding 

 Size of receipts _________ -- 
Number of 

adult 
firms Under $200 $2004399 $400-$599 $600 and over services 

% 

3 22.7 59.3 14.5 3.5 462 St. 	John's ............................................................. . 
Halifax 	................................................................. 4 3.0 38.0 40.6 18.4 834 
Saint John ......................... 3 2 75.4 7.3 2 532 

36 8.0 28.2 41.2 22.6 6.219 
9 . 

9 

13.1 30.5 33.1 23.3 1,621 
Montreal 	............................................................ 

Hamilton .............................................................. 3.5 21.8 53.0 21.7 2.071 
9 6.9 26.2 54.5 12.4 1,198 

Quebec 	................................................................. . 

.. 

15 4.3 25.5 53.4 15.9 2.428 
London 	................................................................. . 

Toronto 	......................................................... 40 6. 1 26.3 41.9 25.7 7,369 
Ottawa (Including Hull) 	.................................. . 

Windsor 	................................................................. . 5 2, 4 14. 8 52.7 30.1 938 

12 9.2 53.9 32.1 4.8 2,906 
4 11.0 66.6 18.7 3.7 1,419 

Winnipeg ............................................................... 

6 16.0 51.2 20.9 5.8 1,675 
Calgary .................................................................
Edmonton .............................................................
Vancouver ................... 23 11.2 67.9 17.9 3.0 5.492 
Victoria................................................................. 5 24.2 67.9 6.7 1.2 1,443 

Except services for D.V.A. etc. and ship-ins. 
WIthheld to avoid disclosing indivIdual operations. 

TABLE 9. Average Funeral Service Cost', by Type or Service, by Metropolitan Areas, 1956 

Metropolitan area 
Number 

responding 

-- 	 Type of Service  

Stillborn 	Infants 	ChildrenAdults 	D.V.A 	Ship-ins 	Total 

26 33 94 	325 3 3 270 
19 38 115 	457 128 90 360 

St. 	John's 	............................................................. 8 

Sa]nt 	John ......................................................... - 3 10 30 3 	 205 3 3 169 
Halifax 	................................................................. 4 

36 13 46 195 	488 75 216 402 Montreal 	.............................................................. 
Quebec........................................................... 9 14 78 204 	468 86 251 416 

11 
20 

75 
49 

152 	489 
169 	457 

113 
135 

77 
72 

415 
383 

Ottawa (including Hull) 	................................. 
. 

19 44 163 	448 147 130 357 

Hamilton ............................................................... 19 

40 17 56 135 	495 119 162 414 
Windsor ................................................... 5 24 56 203 	518 112 131 399 

London 	................................................................. 9 

Toronto 	................................................................. 
.5 

12 22 53 110 	384 108 113 316 
4 28 51 149 	344 118 111 2'73 

Winnipeg ............................................................... .
Calgary .................................................................
Edmonton ........................................ 6 18 60 136 	335 94 82 283 
Vancouver.................................................... 23 21 56 154 	332 109 109 284 VictorIa ............................. .................................... 5 19 40 112 	279 117 74 242 

I. Includes cost of casket but excludes vaults and extra charges. 
Includes services for Municipal and County Indigents, Provincial Cases. Indian Affairs Cases, etc. 
WIthheld to avoid disclosing Individual operations. 


