
ADVANCE PAYMENTS  
PROGRAM (APP)

GRAPHIC STANDARDS GUIDE



The Advance Payments Program (APP) is a federal loan guarantee program which 
provides agricultural producers with marketing flexibility through easy access to 
low-interest cash advances.

Under the program, producers can access up to $1,000,000 per program year in advances 
based on the value of their agricultural product, with the Government of Canada paying the 
interest on the first $100,000 advanced to a producer. Advances are repaid as the producer 
sells their agricultural product, with up to 18 months to fully repay the advance for most 
commodities (up to 24 months for cattle and bison). The APP is administered by third-party 
administrators (mainly producer organizations) on AAFC’s behalf.

THE GRAPHIC STANDARDS GUIDE

The overall objectives for this guide are: 

 – to ensure that the Government of Canada receives equal representation to third-party 
administrators in all APP-related communication and marketing products developed by these 
administrators; and 

 – to ensure that, along with any individualized branding by administrators, APP-related communication 
and marketing products display the “Advance Payments Program” or “APP” name.

Under the APP, the Advance Guarantee Agreement and Agreement to Pay Interest provide the basis 
upon which APP Administrator communications and marketing are governed with respect to the 
APP name and the federal government’s role in the program. For these purposes, the agreements will 
reference this guide.

This guide should be used as a reference for the application of the federal government and APP 
Administrator logos and text credits, i.e., the common look, for program-related communications and 
marketing products. These guidelines apply to producer organizations involved in delivery of the APP, 
and, where applicable, their delivery agents.

APP Administrators, and their delivery agents, should apply the common look, as set out in this guide, 
to all of their APP-related communications and marketing products to maintain the common look for 
the APP. For the purposes of this guide, a Communication and Marketing Product is defined as:

Public communication and marketing products developed or paid for by the APP administrator, 
or its delivery agent, to communicate and/or promote the APP, which include but are not limited 
to forms, letters, websites, publications, news releases, presentations, reports, advertising, paid 
announcements, expositions and project signage, and other program-related communications 
product as specified in the Advance Guarantee Agreement or Agreement to Pay Interest.

If an APP Administrator has concerns about, or cannot apply, the common look to one or more 
Communications and Marketing Products, they are encouraged to contact their Program Officer or 
Manager at AAFC to discuss the issue(s). Together, the APP Administrator and AAFC may be able to 
come to an alternate agreement(s) that will meet the needs of both parties. 
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Colour Black & white

Every version of the logo is available in white.  
To be used on a dark background only.

APP COMPOUND SIGNATURE AND OFFICIAL LANGUAGES 

APP COMPOUND SIGNATURE

A Compound Signature (CS) has been developed to represent the Advance Payments Program (APP). 
It is to be applied to all program-related Communications and Marketing Products to ensure a common 
look for the APP, including:

• Where the APP Administrator’s APP logo appears; or

• Where the logo for the APP Administrator’s organization appears on APP-related 
Communications and Marketing Products, including their APP webpage(s).

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES IN SIGNATURES

Technical specifications set out the requirements for determining the order of precedence for official 
languages in signatures. They reflect the principles and requirements of the Official Languages Act and 
Treasury Board official languages policies.

Requirements
The two official languages are presented in a side-by-side bilingual format in all signatures, with equal 
prominence, using the same colour, style, size and weight of type.

The order of the official languages in the signature is determined by the language of the content of the 
product or by the location of the item, and is presented as follows: 

English appears to the left of French in signatures when: 

• the content of the item is English only

• the content of the item is in a bilingual side-by-side format with English to the left of French

• the office issuing the item is located outside the province of Quebec

• the signature identifies the English portion of an item produced in a bilingual tumble format 
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APP COMPOUND SIGNATURE — Don’ts 

The APP CS is designed to ensure legibility and visual balance, and should not be altered in any way. Please 
do not make graphic decisions that contradict the guidelines outlined in this document. The following are a 
few examples of what not to do.

Do not change the 
proportion

1

Do not modify the 
colours 

4

Do not use any effects 
such as a drop shadow  
or outer glows

7

Do not stretch2

Do not put on conflicting 
backgrounds or pictures

5

Do not change the font3

Do not tilt or angle8 Do not cut image to 
include only English 
or only French text.

9

Do not add an outline6
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APP COMPOUND SIGNATURE — Space Requirements  

Ample space must be allocated around the APP CS. Use the flag as it appears in the APP CS as a reference 
guide to ensure it is not crowded.

APP COMPOUND SIGNATURE — Minimum Size Requirements

To ensure proper visibility and legibility on printed materials, the APP CS should not be made any 
smaller than 1 cm high. If space does not allow for this minimum requirement, consider using text only.

Height of the 
“flag” in the  
APP CS.

1 cm  
HEIGHT
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APP COMPOUND SIGNATURE — Scale and Sizing  

For equal representation, the size of the APP CS is identified in relation to the size of APP Administrator 
logos. The top of the Canada flag is aligned with the top of the tallest letter or graphic element of the 
other logos, as pictured below.

APP COMPOUND SIGNATURE — Use and Certain Requirements 

The APP CS must appear on all APP-related Communication and Marketing Products where the 
APP Administrator’s logo or their APP logo appears to acknowledge the Government of Canada’s 
contribution.

• APP Letters and News Releases: The APP CS must accompany the APP Administrator’s logo 
or their APP logo on all APP-related letters and news releases. This can be at either the top or 
bottom of the page.

• APP Websites/Webpages: The APP CS must accompany the APP Administrator’s logo or their 
APP logo on all APP-related websites or webpages. The APP CS must be visible without the 
need to scroll down on the page in order to ensure it is visible to “click through” traffic.

APP TEXT CREDIT 

When describing the APP in written Communication and Marketing Products, the following text credit 
acknowledging the Government of Canada’s contribution must be used:

Advance Guarantee Agreements

“The Advance Payments Program is a federal loan program administered by [Administrator name, 
or the alternative title]. It offers Canadian farmers marketing flexibility through interest-free and low 
interest cash advances.”

Agreement to Pay Interest (i.e., Without Guarantee Agreements)

“The Advance Payments Program is a federal loan program administered by [Administrator name, 
or the alternative title]. It offers Canadian farmers marketing flexibility by funding interest-free 
advances.”

APP COMPOUND SIGNATURE — SCALE AND SIZING
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SOCIAL MEDIA — Graphic Elements

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Promoting and communicating the APP through social media platforms is encouraged. As with other 
Communications and Marketing Products, the APP Administrator must strive for equal representation.

Depending on the social media platform and space available, the APP Administrator will have several 
options:

• Where the APP Administrator’s logo is displayed, use the APP CS;

• For text posts where there is sufficient room, use the following shortened text credit along with 
the APP Administrator’s text post: 
 
“The Advance Payments Program is a federal program, administered by the [Administrator 
name, or the alternative title].”;

• For text posts where there is not sufficient room for the shorten text credit above, including 
Twitter, use the following hashtag: #AAFC_APP; or

• Where none of the alternatives above are possible, a graphic which clicks through to the APP 
Administrator’s APP webpage. The APP CS must be clearly visible on the APP Administrator’s 
APP webpage without the need to scroll down the page.

SOCIAL MEDIA — GRAPHIC ELEMENTS
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Single partner — Vertical

Single partner — Horizontal

IDENTIFICATION OF APP ADMINISTRATORS — Logo Placement 

APP Administrator logos must appear in a specific order. It is important that all parties be given equal 
visibility. The logos must always appear equally in size and be placed in the proper order.

DIGITAL ADS  

Similar to social media posts, when creating graphic digital ads for websites, the APP Administrator will 
have several options:

• Where the APP Administrator’s logo is displayed, use the APP CS;

• For graphics with text with sufficient room, use the following shortened text credit along with the 
APP Administrator’s text: 
 
“The Advance Payments Program is a federal program, administered by the [Administrator 
name, or the alternative title].”; or

• Where none of the alternatives above are possible, a graphic which clicks through to the APP 
Administrator’s APP webpage. The APP CS must be clearly visible on the APP Administrator’s 
APP webpage without the need to scroll down the page.

IDENTIFICATION OF PARTNERS — LOGO PLACEMENT
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

For more information on the graphic standards for the Advance  
Payments Program Compound Signature, please email us at:    
aafc.publishing-publications.aac@canada.ca.

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION

© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada, represented by the Minister of Agriculture 
and Agri-Food, (2019).

AAFC No. 13000E   
ISBN No. 978-0-660-33442-4 
Cat. No. A118-57/2019E-PDF

This publication is also available electronically at the following address:  
agr.gc.ca/app 
 
Aussi offert en français sous le titre : Programme de paiments anticipés (PPA)  
Guide des normes graphiques

For more information, reach us at www.agr.gc.ca or call us toll-free at 1-855-773-0241.

RADIO ADS 

All radio ads developed or paid for by APP Administrators to promote the program must include the 
following message:

“Cash advances are made under the Government of Canada’s Advance Payments Program.”

AAFC will provide an audio file of this message that can be added to the end of the radio ads. 
Administrators may, however, choose not to use the audio file as long as the message is included in the 
ad and it is kept whole. The message must be at the same volume and speed as the rest of the ad. 


