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MINISTERS’ MESSAGES

MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
AND THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

As the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and of 
International Development, we are pleased to 
present the 2018-2019 Report to Parliament on the 
Government of Canada’s International Assistance. 
This is the most comprehensive overview of how 
Canada’s aid has been achieving international 
assistance results since the Official Development 
Assistance Accountability Act was adopted.

In working to reduce poverty and improve lives around the 
world, our government has made respect for human rights, 
including fostering inclusion, advancing gender equality, and 
enabling women’s empowerment, signature priorities both at 
home and abroad.

Promoting rights-based, open and inclusive societies where 
all people, regardless of their gender, can fully benefit from 
equal participation in economic, political, social and cultural 
life is an effective way to advance our objectives to build a 
safer and more prosperous world, strengthen the rules-based 
international system, and uphold progressive values.

Canada’s feminist foreign policy is rooted in the conviction 
that all people should enjoy the same human rights, have the 
same opportunities to succeed, and live in safety and security. 
It is being operationalized through a suite of complementary 
international policies, programs, and initiatives, such as the 
Feminist International Assistance Policy; Canada’s Trade 
Diversification Strategy and its inclusive approach to trade; its 
National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security, the Elsie 
Initiative, and its defence policy, “Safe, Secure, Engaged”; and 
a wide range of diplomatic actions supporting its objectives.

Since the launch of the Feminist International Assistance 
Policy in June 2017, Canada has re-oriented its approach 
to focus on the eradication of poverty and building a more 
peaceful, inclusive, and prosperous world, in line with the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Canada’s international assistance is making a difference  
and we are pleased to present the results of our efforts  
in this report. 

The following examples highlight some noteworthy 
achievements that reflect our focus on improving the lives 
of the poorest and most vulnerable, and advancing gender 
equality and women’s empowerment: 

•	 We are proud of the contributions Canada has made to 
humanitarian action over 2018-2019. Canada helped save 
the lives and ease the suffering of over 86 million people 
in need, providing over $910 million in humanitarian 
assistance in 62 countries and territories, and responding 
to 37 natural disasters. For example, in 2018-2019, Canada 
provided over $90 million to address the emergency needs 
in the Sahel, of which $35.13 million was targeted to fight 
drought conditions in the region. With Canada’s support, 
non-government organization (NGO) partners helped over 
2 million beneficiaries in the Sahel, including over 57,000 
children treated for severe acute malnutrition. 

•	 Complementing its humanitarian assistance, Canada has 
actively supported conflict management and stabilization 
in fragile and conflict-affected countries. Consistent with 
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its National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security 
and with Sustainable Development Goal 16, in 2018-2019, 
Canada mobilized support for women as active agents of 
peace, addressed sexual and gender-based violence in 
conflict, disrupted human trafficking networks, reintegrated 
ex-combatants, and increased the number of uniformed 
women in UN peace operations, among other efforts.

•	 During this reporting period, Canada hosted the June 
8-9, 2018, G7 Summit in the Charlevoix region of Quebec, 
and made gender equality a key priority of its Presidency. 
Canada adopted a comprehensive and systematic approach 
to integrating gender equality in all areas of G7 work and 
established the Gender Equality Advisory Council. Prior 
to the Summit, Canada hosted the first G7 Development 
Ministers’ Meeting in 10 years, where G7 ministers agreed 
on four substantive and ambitious G7 declarations that 
focused on driving innovation, advancing gender equality 
and the empowerment of all women and girls, and 
preventing sexual exploitation and abuse in international 
assistance. In addition, Canada, together with G7 and 
non-G7 partners, pledged $4.3 billion (with $400 million 
from Canada) toward supporting the Charlevoix Declaration 
on Quality Education for Girls, Adolescent Girls and Women 
in Developing Countries.

•	 In August 2018, Canada hosted the Equal Rights Coalition 
Conference in Vancouver, British Columbia, on the promotion 
of the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, 
two-spirit and other (LGBTQ2+) people. In February 2019, 
Canada also announced $30 million in dedicated funding 
over five years, in addition to $10 million per year thereafter, 
to advance human rights and improve socio-economic 
outcomes for LGBTQ2+ people in developing countries.

•	 More recently, in June 2019, Canada hosted the Women 
Deliver Conference—the world’s largest gathering on 
gender equality and the health, rights and well-being of 
women and girls to date. Held in Vancouver, this event 
brought together world leaders, activists, government 
officials, parliamentarians, NGO representatives and 
business people to discuss gender equality, and sexual and 
reproductive health and rights. At the conference, Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau announced a 10-year commitment 
in which the Government of Canada will raise its funding 
to support women’s, children’s, and adolescents’ health 
around the world, to reach an average of $1.4 billion 
annually by 2023. This historic investment will support 
sexual and reproductive health rights and maternal, 
newborn and child health.

Our government has put in place new tools that are 
enabling Canada to attract more resources for sustainable 
development. At the United Nations, in September 2019, 
Canada co-facilitated the 7th High-Level Dialogue on 
Financing for Development. This meeting brought together 
global leaders to discuss challenges and next steps to closing 
the development financing gap.

To maximize the impact of our international assistance, 
Canada is building new multi-stakeholder partnerships, 
including with the private sector, and adopting more flexible, 
innovative, and integrated approaches. For example, at the 
Women Deliver Conference, the government announced  
that it will work with the Equality Fund, a $300-million 
partnership between government, philanthropists, the  
private sector and civil society, to create a sustainable  
source of funding for women’s organizations and  
movements in developing countries.

Committing to a feminist approach to international assistance 
represents a significant shift in what we do and how we do 
it. In July 2019, Canada launched policies for each of the 
action areas of the Feminist International Assistance Policy. 
The action area policies will provide further guidance on 
what Canada aims to achieve. Canada is prioritizing initiatives 
that have the greatest potential to close gender gaps and 
help achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
These efforts will be further enabled by the Budget 2019 
commitment to allocate an additional $700 million for 
international assistance in 2023-2024. This commitment  
will allow Canada to build on results achieved and continue 
its leadership on the global stage.

This report outlines tangible results that the Government 
of Canada has achieved with its international assistance 
investments. It showcases how Canada and its partners  
are reducing extreme poverty, enhancing gender equality,  
and achieving inclusive and sustainable development impact. 
We hope that as you explore this summary, you will  
be inspired by Canada’s international contributions and 
significant achievements.

The Honourable Karina Gould,  
Minister of International Development

The Honourable François-Philippe Champagne,  
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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MESSAGE FROM THE 
MINISTER OF FINANCE 

The Government of 
Canada is strengthening 
Canada’s place in the  
world through an  
approach to international 
assistance that reflects 
Canadians’ interests and 
values. This includes 
supporting inclusive and 
sustainable growth, as  
well as ensuring that 
Canada’s international 
assistance is focused on 

addressing the needs of the world’s poorest and most 
vulnerable people.

In Budget 2018, the government committed to making our 
international assistance reporting more transparent and 
accessible to Canadians. Previously, the government informed 
Canadians about these activities through three separate reports 
responding to requirements under the Official Development 
Assistance Accountability Act, the Bretton Woods and Related 
Agreements Act, and the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development Agreement Act. Now, in an effort to 
streamline this reporting process and improve transparency, 
the Honourable Karina Gould, Minister of International 
Development, the Honourable François-Philippe Champagne, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and I are pleased to present this 
inaugural annual report, entitled Report to Parliament on the 
Government of Canada’s International Assistance 2018-2019. 

International assistance that is both sustainable and inclusive is 
essential for a strong and stable global economy. Canada looks 
to its strategic relations with international financial institutions 
(IFIs), such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the 
World Bank Group (WBG), the Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB), and the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD), to support and advance these objectives. 
As Canada’s governor at these institutions, I will ensure that 
Canada continues to work closely with them to advance the 
goals set out in Canada’s Feminist International Assistance 
Policy, which recognizes that supporting gender equality and 
the empowerment of women and girls is an essential part of 
building a more peaceful, inclusive, and prosperous world.

In 2018, Canada had the privilege of holding the presidency 
of the Group of Seven (G7) countries. We made Investing 
in Growth that Works for Everyone a central pillar of our 
G7 presidency. We hosted the first-ever joint meeting of G7 
Ministers of Finance and Development to discuss sustainable 
development that includes innovative ways to attract new 
partnerships and sources of finance, and promote women’s full 
and equal participation in the economy and in society. These 
discussions aligned with the theme “Advancing Gender Equality 
and Women’s Empowerment,” which was integrated throughout 
the activities of Canada’s G7 presidency. 

Over the last year, IMF lending made important contributions 
to supporting economic stability in countries in, or at risk  
of, economic crisis. In addition, the organization continued  
to increase its research and policy advice focus on the  
benefits of inclusive growth, economic openness, and  
gender empowerment—with Canada’s strong support. 

At the WBG, Canada participated in the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development Capital Increase and 
the negotiations of the International Development Association 
Replenishment—demonstrating our continued engagement  
with the organization. 

In 2018, Canada also formally joined the AIIB. We have 
been working with the AIIB to implement sound policies 
and strategies and robust governance frameworks, to 
shape investments that are inclusive and meet the highest 
international standards.

The EBRD focuses on fostering and growing successful market 
economies that are inclusive, competitive, environmentally 
friendly, and well-governed. With an emphasis on private sector 
operations, the EBRD has demonstrated its ability to leverage 
public resources to mobilize private capital for international 
development. In alignment with Canada’s leadership in 
promoting gender equality and women’s empowerment, the 
EBRD has also increased its efforts to promote women’s 
economic participation, improving women’s access to finance 
and business support, employment and skills development 
opportunities, and services.

This inaugural report discusses the key international assistance 
developments in 2018-2019, and Canada’s objectives and 
results. As Canada’s governor at the IMF, the WBG, the AIIB and 
the EBRD, I can attest to the importance of these institutions in 
supporting international development and collaboration.  
I will ensure that Canada continues to have a voice in these 
institutions that so that, together, we can promote sustainable 
shared solutions and growth that works for everyone.

The Honourable Bill Morneau,  
Minister of Finance
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INTERNATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE REPORTING:  
CANADA’S COMMITMENTS 
AND LEGISLATIVE 
REQUIREMENTS
This report reflects a strong commitment 
to transparency on the use of public funds 
for international sustainable development, 
humanitarian action, and peace and security. It 
is important that Canadians and stakeholders in 
partner countries know how Canada’s international 
assistance resources are allocated and what 
results are being achieved.

Previously, three separate reports responding to the Official 
Development Assistance Accountability Act (ODAAA), 
the Bretton Woods and Related Agreements Act (Bretton 
Woods Act), and the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development Agreement Act (EBRD Act) were tabled 
in Parliament throughout the year. This meant referring 
to different documents at different times of the year. The 
Budget Implementation Act, 2018, No. 2 included legislative 
amendments that aligned the respective reporting timelines, 
making it possible to publish and table consolidated, 
international assistance reporting. The new reporting 
deadline, which is one year after the end of each fiscal year, 
also allows the consolidated reporting to include a final set  
of results and statistics. 

The Government of Canada also introduced a new funding 
structure for the International Assistance Envelope (IAE), 
as of 2018-2019. It established six dedicated “pools” that 
address different types of activities, specifically core 
development, humanitarian assistance, international financial 
institutions (IFIs) funding, peace and security, crisis, and 
strategic priorities funding. Further, Budget 2019 included a 
commitment to reconcile the IAE pools’ projected allocations 
with the actual IAE expenditures, which this report does for 
the first time for 2018-2019. 

Taken together, these commitments and legislative changes are 
intended to give Canadians and the international community 
clearer, more comprehensive information on Canada’s 
progress toward implementing the Feminist International 
Assistance Policy and the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT 
ASSISTANCE 
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT
The ODAAA came into force in 2008 with the purpose 
of ensuring that all Canadian aid reported to Parliament 
as official development assistance centres upon poverty 
reduction and, among other things, reflects aid effectiveness 
principles and Canadian values. 

The ODAAA requires the Minister of International Development 
or another competent minister, as defined in the ODAAA, to 
report annually to Parliament on federal official development 
assistance (ODA) spending and activities on behalf of the 
Government of Canada. 

Country: Guatemala © deBode, CARE

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/annualstatutes/2018_27/page-77.html#h-154
https://www.budget.gc.ca/2019/docs/plan/toc-tdm-en.html
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In order for international assistance activities to be reported 
to Parliament as ODA under the ODAAA, they must, in the 
competent minister’s opinion:

1.	 contribute to poverty reduction;

2.	 take into account the perspectives of the poor; and 

3.	 be consistent with international human  
rights standards.

Volume 1 of this report on international assistance covers all 
federal ODA as per the ODAAA reporting requirements, as 
well as other assistance provided through the International 
Assistance Envelope that does not meet the definition of ODA. 
Please refer to the chapter on the International Assistance 
Envelope for more information on non-ODA activities.

The ODAAA also requires the Minister of International 
Development to issue a statistical report on ODA within one 
year after the end of each fiscal year. This report provides 
more details on international assistance expenditures by 
organization, sector, and recipient. It is available on Global 
Affairs Canada’s website.

For more information, refer to the text of the ODAAA on 
Justice Canada’s website: https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/
acts/O-2.8/index.html.

BRETTON WOODS AND RELATED 
AGREEMENTS ACT
The Bretton Woods Act came into force in 1985 to govern 
Canada’s engagement with the Bretton Woods institutions:  
the International Monetary Fund, and the World Bank  
Group (that is, the International Bank for Reconstruction  
and Development (IBRD), the International Development 
Association, the International Finance Corporation, and the 
Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency). The Bretton Woods 
institutions constitute important channels through which 
Canada delivers international assistance and supports global 
economic and financial stability. 

The Bretton Woods Act requires the Minister of Finance 
to table an annual report in Parliament that provides 
a general summary of operations under the Act and 
details of operations that directly affect Canada, along 
with communiqués issued by the institutions’ governing 
committees. These communiqués can be found in Volume 2.

For more information, refer to the text of the Bretton Woods 
Act on Justice Canada’s website: https://laws-lois.justice.
gc.ca/eng/acts/B-7/index.html.

EUROPEAN BANK FOR 
RECONSTRUCTION AND 
DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT ACT
The EBRD Act came into force in 1991 and provides the  
legal framework for Canada’s membership in the EBRD.  
As a founding member and the eighth-largest shareholder  
in the Bank, Canada actively contributes to the development  
of EBRD policies while providing oversight of the Bank’s 
financial activities. This is primarily achieved through Canada’s 
seats on the Board of Governors and Board of Directors. 

Key objectives guide Canada’s engagement with the Bank. 
Renewed annually, these objectives are informed by the 
Government of Canada’s policy goals, a dedication to the 
EBRD’s underlying transition mandate, and the general 
principles of good governance, accountability, and institutional 
effectiveness. Canada’s objectives are meant to help ensure  
that the EBRD remains an effective, efficient, and modern 
institution for the clients and countries it serves.

The EBRD Act requires that the Minister of Finance provide 
to Parliament an annual report of operations containing a 
general summary of all actions taken under the Act, including 
their sustainable development and human rights aspects. 
Please refer to Volume 2.

For more information, refer to the text of the EBRD Act on 
Justice Canada’s website: https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/
acts/E-13.5/index.html.

Country: Ethiopia © Josh Estey, CARE

http://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/publications/odaaa-lrmado/sria-rsai-2018-19.aspx?lang=eng
http://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/publications/odaaa-lrmado/sria-rsai-2018-19.aspx?lang=eng
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/O-2.8/index.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/O-2.8/index.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/B-7/index.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/B-7/index.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/E-13.5/index.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/E-13.5/index.html
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OVERVIEW 
OF CANADA’S 
FEDERAL 
INTERNATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE  
IN 2018-2019

The Government of Canada 
delivered international 
assistance through  
19 federal organizations. Global Affairs Canada

$4,647M

Department of 
Finance Canada

$797M

Immigration, Refugees
and Citizenship Canada

$390M

International Development
Research Centre

$156M
Other federal
organizations

$156M

$6.1B
of which $5.9B

is ODA

THE GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA’S INTERNATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE FUNDING 
INCREASED BY 7% 
BETWEEN 2017-2018  
AND 2018-2019

*	 This report only covers 
international assistance  
and ODA disbursed by the 
Government of Canada. The 
Statistical Report on International 
Assistance also includes 
international assistance and 
ODA from Canadian provinces, 
territories and municipalities. 
Please refer to the Statistical 
Report for detailed definitions of 
international assistance and ODA.

https://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/publications/odaaa-lrmado/sria-rsai-2018-19.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/publications/odaaa-lrmado/sria-rsai-2018-19.aspx?lang=eng
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TYPES OF INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE

WAYS INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE IS DELIVERED

RESULTS ACHIEVED IN PARTNER COUNTRIES

Multilateral organizations

 Partner governments

Civil society organizations*

Private sector

*	 “Civil society” refers to a wide range of non-government, non-profit, and voluntary-driven 
organizations, as well as social movements, through which people organize to pursue shared interests, 
values, and objectives in public life.

Peace 
and

security

Humanitarian
assistance

Long-term 
development 
assistance

Poverty reduced 
and economic 

opportunites increased
for people around 

the world

People facing
humanitarian

crises received
assistance

Stability
fostered in

fragile regions
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CANADA’S FEMINIST INTERNATIONAL  
ASSISTANCE POLICY
Canada’s Feminist International 
Assistance Policy was launched in 
June 2017 and seeks to eradicate 
poverty and build a more 
peaceful, more inclusive and more 
prosperous world. The Policy has 
established a robust accountability 
framework to measure results, 
with progress achieved monitored 
and tracked through the Policy’s 
six action areas.

$90M*$318M

Education

$434M

Health and
nutrition

$1,171M

Human dignity
$2,671M

Cross-cutting
activities

$157M

Growth that
works for 
everyone

$983M

Environment 
and climate 
action

$630M

Inclusive
governance

$443M

Peace and
security

$314M

Administrative
costs

$610M

Multi-action area
activities, such as

refugee-related
activities

Gender-responsive 
humanitarian action

$910M

Gender equality and the 
empowerment of women 
and girls

The Government of Canada’s international assistance 
disbursements, by action area of the Feminist 
International Assistance Policy

*	� The amount under the gender equality and the empowerment of women 
and girls action area does not reflect gender targeted and gender-integrated 
programming included across other action areas.

Global Affairs Canada’s bilateral 
international development 
assistance targeting or 
integrating gender equality  
and the empowerment of  
women and girls

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

72

25

3 3

87

10

89

5

6

80

5

15

Baseline 

2015-2016 2017-2018 2018-2019 2021-2022

Gender
targeted*

Gender
integrated*

Neither
integrated
or targeted*

Target

*	� Targeted: Gender equality and the empowerment 
of women and girls is the investment’s principal 
objective.

	� Integrated: Gender equality and the empowerment 
of women and girls is an important and deliberate 
objective of the investment, but is not the principal 
objective.

	� Neither: Gender equality and the empowerment 
of women and girls is not an objective of the 
investment.

In 2018-2019, over 94.9% of Global Affairs Canada’s 
bilateral international development assistance 
targeted or integrated gender equality and the 

empowerment of women and girls. This represented 
investments of $2.8 billion.
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2,864,301 women and girls received 
access to sexual and reproductive health 
services, including modern methods of 
contraception.

ILLUSTRATIVE  
RESULTS*

408,323 people were reached by 
projects that help prevent, respond to and 
end sexual and gender-based violence, 
including child, early and forced marriage 
and/or female genital mutilation.

*	 Results include cumulative data from numerous Global Affairs 
Canada international assistance projects. Data includes results 
from the start of project implementation up until March 31, 2019. 
The implementation start dates vary from project to project.  
These results represent only a snapshot of Global Affairs Canada’s 
international assistance and do not reflect the entire breadth  
of its programming.

** This result reflects cumulative, expected impacts from pro-rated 
Global Affairs Canada and Environment and Climate Change 
Canada programming.

15% of humanitarian assistance projects 
included components addressing sexual 
and gender-based violence or sexual and 
reproductive health and rights.

355,268 teachers were trained 
according to national standards.

220,493 people graduated from 
technical or vocational education and 
training supported by Global Affairs 
Canada.

3,804,639 entrepreneurs, farmers 
and smallholders received financial and/or 
business development services.

176 megatons of greenhouse gas 
emissions were reduced or avoided**

18,035,845 people were reached by 
projects that support women’s leadership 
in governance.

5,609 civil society organizations that 
advocate for human rights and/or inclusive 
governance were supported. 

165,818 peacekeepers were trained 
through deployments and projects to 
prevent and respond to sexual exploitation 
and abuse.
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Canada committed $650 million between 2017 and 2020 to 
address critical gaps in sexual and reproductive health. This 
includes programming to address women’s and girls’ access 
to family planning, comprehensive sexuality education, basic 
reproductive health care, and safe abortion and post-abortion 
care, and that combats sexual and gender-based violence.

EXAMPLES OF CANADA’S 
MAJOR INTERNATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE 
COMMITMENTS

$168M

2017-
2018

2018-
2019

2019-2020

2018-
2019

$16M

$265M

$368M

$443M

2019-2020

2022-2023

$198M $225M

$650M

2015-
2016

2016-
2017

2017-
2018

2018-
2019

$656M $750M $727M $742M

$3.5B

$150M

2017-
2018

2016-
2017

2018-
2019

$1.3B

2015-
2016

2016-
2017

2017-
2018

2018-
2019

2020-
2021

$2.65B

$452M$435M $436M

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights

Canada continued to implement its commitment to investing 
$3.5 billion between 2015 and 2020 in maternal, newborn 
and child health. Canada invested $742 million in 2018-2019. 

Maternal, Newborn and Child Health

Canada launched the Women’s Voice and Leadership Program, 
committing to allocate over $150 million in over 30 countries 
and regions over five years. Projects respond to the needs of 
local women’s organizations in developing countries.

$168M

2017-
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Women’s Voice and Leadership

To support developing countries’ 
climate change efforts, Canada 
has announced initiatives for over 
$1.7 billion of its $2.65 billion climate 
finance commitment. This includes 
the $162-million commitment that 
Canada made as host of the 2018 G7 
to support the goals of the Charlevoix 
Blueprint for Healthy Oceans, Seas 
and Resilient Coastal Communities. 
Canada also announced $100 million 
in funding to rid the oceans of global 
marine litter and plastic pollution.

Environment and Climate Action

Canada supports meaningful change in the Middle East 
through the Feminist International Assistance Policy, the 
Feminist Foreign Policy, and the National Action Plan on 
Women, Peace and Security. In February 2016, Canada 
committed $2.1 billion over three years to the region to 
respond to the crises in Iraq and Syria and address their 
impact on Lebanon, Jordan and the region. $1.3 billion of this 
consisted of international assistance implemented by Global 
Affairs Canada and that focused on security and stabilization, 
humanitarian, and development activities. In March 2019, 
Canada renewed its Middle East Strategy for another two 
years, with a $1.4 billion commitment.
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https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/mena-moan/strategy-strategie.aspx?lang=eng
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CANADA ON  
THE WORLD STAGE

The Feminist International Assistance Policy guides 
Canada’s international implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 
By using Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 5 on 
gender equality as an entry point for the Policy, Canada 
contributes broadly to the achievement of all 17 SDGs.

Canada supports the Busan Principles on Effective 
Development Co-operation and actively participates 
in the Global Partnership for Effective Development 
Cooperation. Improving the effectiveness of Canada’s 
international assistance is also an important feature of 
the Feminist International Assistance Policy.

Over $910 million in humanitarian assistance support 
was provided through UN partners, NGOs, and the 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement to 
respond to crises in 62 countries and territories. This 
support improved the lives of over 86.7 million people.

 

Canada committed to doing development differently by 
encouraging innovation, greater testing, and scaling 
up new solutions to development challenges in the 
Feminist International Assistance Policy. This work 
might include using new or improved business models, 
policy practices, approaches, partnerships, technologies, 
behavioural insights, financing mechanisms, or ways 
of delivering products and services that result in better 
outcomes than traditional approaches.

During its G7 presidency, Canada demonstrated global 
leadership to address development challenges with a 
focus on women and girls, development innovation, and 
innovative financing. For example, Canada committed 
$400 million to the historic joint investment of nearly 
$3.8 billion in education for women and girls in crisis  
and conflict situations.
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THE GOVERNMENT 
OF CANADA’S 
INTERNATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE 
AROUND THE 
WORLD

COLOMBIA
Colombia is recovering from 50 years of internal conflict 
and is now managing significant migration from Venezuela. 
Canada is at the forefront of doing development differently 
in Colombia to achieve more impact, crowd-in private 
sector and government partnerships, all to advance gender 
equality, help small producers build viable businesses 
through cooperatives and credit, and strengthen education 
outcomes. Canada is responding to the refugee and 
migration crisis by providing robust humanitarian and 
development support for migrants and host communities 
and has helped the Government of Colombia access new 
funding from the World Bank for the crisis. 

TOP 10 RECIPIENTS  
OF INTERNATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE

1.	 Ethiopia 

2.	 Bangladesh 

3.	 Afghanistan 

4.	 Syria

5.	 Mali

6.	 Democratic Republic  
of Congo

7.	 Tanzania

8.	 Jordan

9.	 Nigeria 

10.	Colombia

In 2018-2019, the Government of 
Canada provided international 
assistance in 149 countries and 
territories. To learn more about 
activities and results around 
the world, please visit the 
countries pages on the Canada 
and the World website. The 
Statistical Report on International 
Assistance provides more 
information on international 
assistance by country and region.

Find out more about feminist leadership in Africa 
on page 24

Find out more about supporting skills training for 
women in Bangladesh on page 39

Find out more about youth-led financial solutions 
in Rwanda on page 50

Find out more on support to enhance measurement, 
reporting and verification of GHG emissions with 
the Pacific Alliance on page 61

Find out more about support to LGBTQ2+ 
migrants in Ecuador on page 65

Find out more about locally trained demining 
teams in Iraq on page 76

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/index.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/index.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/publications/odaaa-lrmado/sria-rsai-2018-19.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/publications/odaaa-lrmado/sria-rsai-2018-19.aspx?lang=eng
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MALI
Since 2012, the multidimensional crisis Mali is 
experiencing has threatened progress toward 
equitable development for Malians, aggravated 
the humanitarian situation and food insecurity, 
and provoked the closing of schools. To meet the 
resulting needs, Canada is contributing to improve 
access to basic social services, including health, 
nutrition and education. Canada promotes inclusive 
growth, gender equality and responsible governance, 
helping to create an environment conducive for 
lasting peace. For example, the Justice, Prevention 
and Reconciliation initiative, funded by Global Affairs 
Canada, helps victims of the conflict to have better 
access to justice services and supports Malian 
leaders in their efforts to encourage reconciliation 
and prevent conflicts.

MOZAMBIQUE
Mozambique ranks 180th out of 189 countries in the 
2019 Human Development Index. In 2018-2019, Canada 
supported programs and advocacy efforts to close 
gender gaps in health and education, empower women 
and girls, and strengthen governance. For example, 
Canada supported civil society and government partners 
on efforts that led to the adoption of a law against child 
marriage, the modernizing of the Civil Registration Code, 
improved access to sexual and reproductive services, 
and increased enrollment in schools. Nationally, 
secondary school student enrolments increased by  
8.4% from 2017 to 2018.

AFGHANISTAN
Despite four decades of conflict, 
Afghanistan has continued to make 
impressive development gains, and 
to transform citizen relations and 
governance. Canada is helping to 
create a more peaceful environment 
that is safe and secure for all 
Afghans by supporting Afghanistan’s 
priorities in health, education and 
human rights, and strengthening 
the Afghan National Defense and 
Security Forces. Other priorities 
include advocating for the rights of 
women and girls, more effective anti-
corruption measures, improving the 
rule of law, and providing humanitarian 
assistance to those most in need. For 
example, in 2018-2019, Canada helped 
273,000 Afghan students (81% female) 
attend community-based education 
schools. 17,571 female patients also 
received previously unavailable 
obstetric and gynaecological services 
at a hospital Canada helped build.

JORDAN
Regional crises have left Jordan as a generous 
host of a large number of refugees, placing a 
significant strain on the country’s education, 
health, and social protection systems. Canada is 
supporting Jordan’s reform efforts to generate 
economic growth and create jobs. Our support 
includes humanitarian assistance to meet 
the needs of refugees and host communities, 
especially women and girls. Our development 
assistance is working to improve the quality 
of and access to education, especially for 
refugees and other vulnerable groups. It is also 
supporting improved municipal services, and 
activities to stimulate economic growth, such 
as skills development, access to finance, and 
business support.

UKRAINE
Ukraine is undergoing comprehensive economic, social and 
institutional transformation, strengthening its democracy and 
the rule of law. It is doing so as a country in conflict. Canada’s 
comprehensive assistance helps strengthen the delivery 
of public services, support conflict-affected populations, 
reinforce reforms in the military and police, support efforts 
to counter disinformation, and empower citizens, especially 
women and vulnerable populations, to participate in the 
governance of their country. Recent highlights include 
support to establish 535 free legal aid clinics for Ukraine’s 
most vulnerable citizens.



12 | Volume 1 of the Report to Parliament on the Government of Canada’s International Assistance 2018-2019 

INTRODUCTION
This report provides information on all of Canada’s 
federal international assistance from April 1, 2018, 
to March 31, 2019, of which the majority was ODA. 
In total, 19 federal organizations disbursed over 
$6.1 billion in international assistance, including 
$5.9 billion in ODA, during this period. Activities 
were deployed in 149 countries and territories, 
where Canada worked with an array of international 
and local partners, including governments, non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), international 
bodies, and private sector entities.

Similar to last year’s Report to Parliament on the Government 
of Canada’s Official Development Assistance, this report 
is structured around the six action areas of the Feminist 
International Assistance Policy. Additional sections describe 
guiding principles and approaches for Canadian international 
assistance, such as transparency, effectiveness, and 
innovation, and its partnerships and collaborations. 

Canada is making important progress in implementing 
its Feminist International Assistance Policy, which guides 
Canada’s international implementation of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. This report includes examples 
of how Canada is delivering on its commitments around 
the world to eliminate barriers to gender equality and help 
achieve the 2030 Agenda’s Sustainable Development Goals. 
It also features important enhancements, such as expanded 
financial and statistical information, and a selection of results 
aggregated from numerous projects across Global Affairs 
Canada, and includes more references to web resources for 
additional information. 

Canada continues to work to improve the effectiveness of  
its international assistance, including by promoting openness 
and transparency and by sharing results centred on evidence 
and improved data. The Government of Canada welcomes 
all stakeholders’ continued interest, participation, and 
engagement in its international assistance efforts.

Country: Guatemala © deBode, CARE
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INTERNATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE ENVELOPE 
AND REPORTING 
DISBURSEMENTS 
AGAINST ALLOCATIONS
The International Assistance Envelope (IAE) 
is a dedicated pool of resources used by the 
Government of Canada to fund the majority of 
federal international assistance. Most international 
assistance funded by the IAE is official 
development assistance. Non-ODA international 
assistance includes, for example, those security, 
conflict prevention, stabilization, or peacebuilding 
activities that do not meet the definition due to 
country eligibility or activity type. Several federal 
organizations have received IAE funding in 

recent years, including Global Affairs Canada, the 
Department of Finance Canada, the International 
Development Research Centre, Environment and 
Climate Change Canada, the Canada Revenue 
Agency, and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. In 
2018-2019, the IAE funded $5.6 billion of Canada’s 
international assistance, totalling 92% of all federal 
international assistance.

Budget 2018 reorganized the IAE around dedicated 
funding pools to more clearly outline and project how 
federal Canadian aid is allocated (that is, through the Core 
Development pool, the Humanitarian Assistance pool, the 
International Financial Institutions pool, the Peace and 
Security pool, the Crisis Pool, and the Strategic Priorities 
Fund). In addition, Budget 2018 announced additional 
resources for the IAE, with $2 billion allocated over five years 
(from 2018-2019 to 2022-2023). 

Budget 2019 committed to reporting on expenses against the 
allocations presented in Budget 2018. The comparison can be 
found in the charts below.

1. Allocations announced in Budget 2018*

* 	 The Strategic Priorities Fund was fully allocated to the Core Development (96%) 
and Humanitarian Assistance (4%) pools. The Crisis Pool was allocated to the 
Humanitarian Assistance (70%), Core Development (29%), and Peace and 
Security (1%) pools for international crisis and stabilization response. The new 
Budget 2018 funding was distributed to a variety of programs within the Core 
Development (75%), Humanitarian Assistance (21%), and Peace and Security 
(4%) pools.

Peace and Security

$438M

Humanitarian Assistance

$867M*

International Financial Institutions

$1,062M**

Core Development

$3,235M

There will be greyed out zones in the Core Dev, 
Humanitarian, and Peace & Security pools of the pie 
chart to indicate the amounts that were transferred 
from the SPF, the Crisis Pool and the new Budget 
2018 funding.

Data to be used to create the greyed zones (num-
bers shouldn’t appear in the report):
Peace & Security:
- Crisis Pool $2M
- New Budget 2018 funding $10M

Humanitarian Assistance:
- Crisis Pool $150.2M
- Strategic Priorities Fund $4.83M
- New Budget 2018 funding $50M

Core Development:
- Crisis Pool $61.47M
- Strategic Priorities Fund $110.87M
- New Budget 2018 funding $177.5M

Strategic Priorities Fund 

New Budget 2018 funding

Crisis Pool 

Strategic Priorities Fund 

New Budget 2018 funding

Crisis Pool 

New Budget 2018 funding

Crisis Pool 

New Budget 2018 funding

$200M

Strategic Priorities Fund

$136M
International Financial 
Institutions

$777M

Peace and Security 

$401M

Crisis Pool

$200M

Humanitarian Assistance

$738M

Core Development

$3,104M

2. Disbursements in 2018-2019

* 	 The Humanitarian Assistance pool amount is different from that included 
as Canada’s official humanitarian assistance in the Statistical Report on 
International Assistance ($919 million), which is based on the recognised 
international reporting standard, not sources of funds. The differences are 
mainly due to scope (Canada vs IAE), imputed multilateral aid reported against 
humanitarian sectors ex-post, and methodology (allocation vs expenditures).

**	 A $250-million exceptional payment to the IBRD was subsequently added to  
the International Financial Institutions pool for a capital share increase.
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GOVERNMENT OF CANADA’S INTERNATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE AND OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT 
ASSISTANCE DISBURSEMENTS BY ORGANIZATION, 
2018-2019
The Government of Canada disbursed $6.1 billion1 in international assistance in 2018-2019, delivered by 19 federal organizations, of 
which ODA made up 97% or $5.9 billion. The Statistical Report on International Assistance provides further details on international 
assistance and ODA expenditures by source, sector, and recipient, and includes information on channels of disbursements for the 
IAE. The following table shows the amount disbursed by each of the 19 federal organizations. 

Federal international assistance, by organization, 2018-2019 ($ million)

Organization International 
assistance

of which

IAE funded ODA

Global Affairs Canada 4,647.51 4,619.67

Disbursed from four pools: 

•	Core Development pool
•	Humanitarian Assistance pool
•	International Financial 

Institutions pool
•	Peace and Security pool

4,479.68

Department of Finance Canada 796.65 796.65

Disbursed from the International 
Financial Institutions pool

788.63

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada 389.79  – 389.79

International Development Research Centre 156.01 156.01

Disbursed from the  
Core Development pool

156.01

Environment and Climate Change Canada 19.81 13.49

Disbursed from the  
Core Development pool

19.57

Royal Canadian Mounted Police 15.13 15.13

Disbursed from the  
Peace and Security pool

15.13

Canada Revenue Agency 5.26 1.74

Disbursed from the  
Core Development pool

5.26

Department of National Defence 4.75 – 4.75

Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada 0.99 – 0.99

Employment and Social Development Canada 0.94 – 0.94

continued on next page

1	 This report only covers international assistance and ODA disbursed by the Government of Canada. The Statistical Report on International Assistance also includes 
international assistance and ODA from Canadian provinces, territories and municipalities. Please refer to the Statistical Report for detailed definitions of international 
assistance and ODA.

http://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/publications/odaaa-lrmado/sria-rsai-2018-19.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/publications/odaaa-lrmado/sria-rsai-2018-19.aspx?lang=eng


Volume 1 of the Report to Parliament on the Government of Canada’s International Assistance 2018-2019 | 15  

Organization International 
assistance

of which

IAE funded ODA

Parks Canada 0.92 – 0.92

Public Health Agency of Canada 0.78 – 0.78

Canada Post 0.39 – 0.39

Canadian Food Inspection Agency 0.31 – 0.31

Statistics Canada 0.27 – 0.27

Canadian Space Agency 0.20 – 0.20

Canadian Intellectual Property Office 0.05 – 0.05

Canadian Museum of Nature 0.02 – 0.02

Public Service Commission Canada 0.01 – 0.01

Services supporting Global Affairs Canada’s activities 19.95 – 19.95

Total for federal organizations 6,059.72 5,602.69 5,883.63

Other sources (shown here for information and completeness)

Cost of refugees in Canada (1st year) – Provincial and territorial 
governments 244.92 – 244.92

Imputed foreign student subsidies 46.78 – 46.78

FinDev Canada - – –

Provinces, territories and municipalities 43.48 – 43.48

Subtotal (other sources) 335.18 – 335.18

Total – all of Canada 6,394.90 5,602.69 6,218.82
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SUPPORTING THE 
SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
is a global call to action aimed at ending extreme 
poverty, protecting the planet and ensuring that 
all people enjoy peace and prosperity. At its core 
are 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 
a commitment to leave no one behind. For the 
first time in history, developing and developed 
countries alike are implementing a universal 
agenda that balances the three dimensions of 
sustainable development: social, economic, and 
environmental. Canada is working toward making 
progress on all aspects of the SDGs through 
domestic and international actions. 

Internationally, the Feminist International Assistance Policy 
guides Canada’s implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 
SDG 5—achieving gender equality and the empowerment  
of all women and girls—is at the heart of Canada’s approach  
to implementing the 2030 Agenda.

In 2018, Canada presented its first Voluntary National 
Review to the United Nations High-Level Political Forum on 
Sustainable Development. The report outlined actions and 
measures taken by Canada since 2015 to achieve the SDGs, 
progress made, remaining challenges, and future plans. 

In 2018, the Government of Canada created an SDG 
Unit under the responsibility of Employment and Social 
Development Canada (ESDC). The SDG Unit oversees 
the implementation of the SDG Funding Program and the 
development of Canada’s national strategy for implementing 
the 2030 Agenda, which was also announced in Budget 2018. 
The SDG Unit also coordinates the federal government’s 
implementation of the SDGs, and leads consultations and 
coordinates with other levels of government, Indigenous 
peoples, civil society organizations (CSOs), the private sector, 
and other relevant stakeholders on Canada’s efforts to 
support the 2030 Agenda. While all ministers are responsible 
to drive progress toward the SDGs, six core departments 
have been asked by the Prime Minister to act as stewards in 
overseeing progress on the SDGs, including Global Affairs 
Canada, which leads on the international implementation of 
the SDGs.

In 2018-2019, ESDC developed and launched Towards 
Canada’s 2030 Agenda National Strategy, its first step toward 
developing a national SDG strategy. Further efforts are under 
way to move this interim document toward a national strategy 
that reflects a coordinated, whole-of-society approach to 
Canada’s implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 

© Dimitry Elisa Lége, UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/20312Canada_ENGLISH_18122_Canadas_Voluntary_National_ReviewENv7.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/20312Canada_ENGLISH_18122_Canadas_Voluntary_National_ReviewENv7.pdf
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Measuring progress toward the Sustainable Development Goals

Statistics Canada participates in several international expert groups focused on measuring progress toward the SDGs. Its 
participation has helped countries, including developing countries, to develop robust statistics and indicators for measuring 
progress toward achieving the 2030 Agenda.

In 2018-2019, Statistics Canada continued to serve as a key member of the UN Inter-Agency Expert Group on SDG 
Indicators, and continued its membership in the UN Economic Commission for Europe Steering Group on Statistics for 
SDGs. Statistics Canada is also a member of several UN task groups and informal working groups for specific SDGs  
and indicators, to ensure that the Agenda 2030’s global indicator framework is robust. 

Through such participation, Statistics Canada contributes significantly not only to the development of global indicators for 
measuring progress toward the SDGs, but also to ensuring that developing countries’ national statistical systems are supported 
as they implement the 2030 Agenda. For more information, see the Government of Canada’s Sustainable Development Goals 
Data Hub on Statistics Canada’s website.

https://www144.statcan.gc.ca/sdg-odd/index-eng.htm
https://www144.statcan.gc.ca/sdg-odd/index-eng.htm
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CANADA’S FEMINIST 
INTERNATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE POLICY
Canada’s 2017 Feminist International Assistance 
Policy seeks to build a more peaceful, inclusive 
and prosperous world. Canada firmly believes 
that advancing gender equality and empowering 
women and girls is the most effective way to achieve 
this goal. Our commitment to a feminist approach to 
international assistance represents a significant shift 
in what we do, and how and where we do it. 

The Policy is a key part of Canada’s broader foreign policy 
toolkit, which includes a suite of existing international policies 
such as: the Inclusive Trade Agenda; the second National 
Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security; and Canada’s 
defence policy, Strong, Secure, Engaged. The Policy supports 
and guides Canada’s international implementation of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Sustainable 
Development Goal 5—achieving gender equality and 
empowering all women and girls—is at the heart of Canada’s 
approach to implementing the 2030 Agenda because it will  
drive progress toward achieving the other SDGs.

Canada’s Feminist International Assistance Policy is the result 
of an International Assistance Review that included extensive 
consultations with Canadian and international partners and 
stakeholders. The purpose of the review was to ensure 
Canada’s international assistance focused on the poorest, 
most marginalized and most vulnerable people; supported 
fragile states; and ensured that Canada’s international 
assistance priorities are aligned with the 2030 Agenda.  
The consultative, whole-of-government approach adopted  
by the review leveraged the expertise of citizens, civil  
society, academics, and public servants from across Canada  
in order to develop a comprehensive, evidence-based policy. 

TRANSFORMING WHAT 
CANADA DOES
The Feminist International Assistance Policy adopts an 
integrated approach to development, humanitarian, and peace 
and security assistance. The approach has six interrelated 
action areas that take into account Canada’s experience and 
comparative advantage:

1.	 gender equality and the empowerment of women  
and girls (core action area);

2.	 human dignity, which includes:
•	 health and nutrition
•	 education
•	 gender-responsive humanitarian action;

3.	 growth that works for everyone;

4.	 environment and climate action;

5.	 inclusive governance; and

6.	 peace and security.

HUMAN
DIGNITY

GROWTH THAT 
WORKS FOR 
EVERYONE

 ENVIRONMENT
AND CLIMATE

ACTION

PEACE AND
SECURITY

INCLUSIVE 
GOVERNANCE

Gender equality and 
the empowerment of 

women and girls

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/cnap-pnac-17-22.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.115239748.2128504566.1578432698-1845623563.1562699971
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/cnap-pnac-17-22.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.115239748.2128504566.1578432698-1845623563.1562699971
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/policies-standards/canada-defence-policy.html
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To support transformative change, Canada is pursuing 
a comprehensive approach across the six action areas 
through programming, policy, and advocacy efforts. This 
approach informs results frameworks, progress reporting, 
and performance assessment. On July 5, 2019, Canada 
launched policies on the six action areas to provide additional 
guidance on what Canada aims to achieve through the 
Feminist International Assistance Policy. The action area 
policies help shape the broad parameters for Canada’s 
international assistance, while enabling flexibility for country 
and institutional contexts. 

Canada is committed to implementing the Feminist 
International Assistance Policy and consistently prioritizes its 
programming objectives to align with the Policy’s targets.

One of the Policy’s key commitments was to allocate,  
by 2021-2022, no less than 95% of Canada’s bilateral 
international development assistance investments toward 
initiatives that either target or integrate gender equality 
and the empowerment of women and girls; of which 15% 
specifically target these goals. 

Canada is already making important progress toward these 
commitments. In 2018-2019, over 99.9% of Global Affairs 
Canada’s newly approved bilateral international development 
assistance either targeted or integrated gender equality 
and the empowerment of women and girls, with 22.2% 
specifically targeting these goals. These new investments 
raised Canada’s overall percentage of gender equality targeted 
or integrated bilateral international development assistance 
disbursements to 94.9% in 2018-2019, of which 6.2% 
specifically targeted gender equality and the empowerment  
of women and girls. 

In 2018-2019, Canada continued to increase investments  
in the implementation of the Policy: 

•	 The $2-billion increase in international assistance over  
five years announced in Budget 2018 was further 
augmented by an additional $700 million in 2023-2024, 
announced in Budget 2019; 

•	 Canada led a G7 initiative on quality education for girls, 
adolescent girls and women in developing countries, and 
committed $400 million to a historic announcement of 
$3.8 billion for girls’ and women’s quality education in 
conflict and crisis. 

Canada is making progress on implementing specific 
initiatives highlighted in the Policy. For example:

•	 In 2017, $650 million was committed over three years to 
improve the reproductive health and rights of women and 
adolescent girls. In 2018-2019, more than $408 million in 
programming was operational. The Her Voice, Her Choice 

initiative, for example, helps improve women’s access to 
comprehensive sexuality education, contraception, family 
planning, safe and legal abortions, and post-abortion care. 
Canada is also playing an important leadership role in 
international movements and partnerships, including Every 
Woman Every Child, SheDecides, Family Planning 2020 
and the Ouagadougou Partnership. 

•	 In 2018-2019, Canada advanced the implementation of 
the Women’s Voice and Leadership Program, for which 
$150 million have been committed over five years. By 
the end of 2018-2019, the Program had 28 operational 
projects to support women’s organizations and networks 
in 30 countries and regions, including Ghana, Mozambique 
and Tunisia. Among other benefits, the Program helps to 
strengthen the capacity of women’s rights organizations to 
program and advocate to advance gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and girls. 

Canada is also making meaningful development,  
humanitarian, stabilization and diplomatic progress  
in significant priority areas:

•	 supporting the leadership and participation of all women 
and girls as agents of change;

•	 scaling up access to sexual and reproductive health 
services, including access to contraception, for women  
and adolescent girls in all their diversity, including access  
to contraception;

•	 strengthening women’s organizations and movements 
that advance women’s rights, gender equality, and the 
empowerment of women and girls;

•	 increasing the number of girls who complete elementary 
and high school;

•	 enhancing women’s access to and control over land, 
productive resources, and financial services as well as 
inheritance and property rights, and promoting their 
economic participation and empowerment;

•	 better meeting the needs of women in humanitarian 
settings and reducing incidents of sexual exploitation  
and abuse;

•	 bolstering resilience to climate change and supporting 
climate-smart agriculture; 

•	 increasing the participation of women, girls and those 
from traditionally marginalized groups in public leadership, 
decision making and democratic processes; and

•	 strengthening peace operations to advance Canada’s 
Women, Peace and Security (WPS) agenda, including  
by deploying more women peacekeepers and  
civilian personnel.
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TRANSFORMING HOW 
CANADA DELIVERS 
INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE
Canada continues to maximize the effectiveness of its 
international assistance, including by making it more flexible, 
integrated, and responsive. Canada’s feminist approach 
maximizes the impact of Canada’s international assistance 
by addressing the discrimination and inequality that are 
underlying causes of poverty. The guidance note on Canada’s 
feminist approach details the principles, levers for change, 
and pathways for action to implement a coherent feminist 
approach. Canada is also investing in innovation and 
research to improve how results are achieved for greater 
impact. Canada released a guidance note on its approach to 
innovation in international assistance. In 2018-2019, Canada 
was an active first mover in this space, advancing innovation 
as part of our G7 presidency and at the OECD (for more 
information, see the Advancing Innovation in Development 
Work section of this report). Further, Canada has made 
progress toward its five-year investment of $100 million  

to fund Canadian small and medium organizations (SMOs). 
This investment is working to develop and implement 
innovative programming in partnership with local 
organizations to support the Policy’s six action areas,  
notably gender equality and the empowerment of  
women and girls.

The G7 Summit in Charlevoix, Quebec, focused G7 members’ 
attention on the issue of innovative development finance. 
Budget 2018 announced the International Assistance 
Innovation and Sovereign Loans programs to expand  
Canada’s development toolkit and enhance our ability to 
leverage Canada’s international assistance to mobilize 
additional resources for sustainable development. In June 
2018, Canada published a guidance note on its approach 
to innovative financing for sustainable development, which 
lays out why, how and when Canada will draw on innovative 
financial instruments to support the achievement of its 
Feminist International Assistance Policy objectives and 
the SDGs. In addition, a $300-million commitment was 
announced in 2018 to establish a new partnership for gender 
equality—now known as the Equality Fund—to encourage 

© Chantal Rigaud, CARE

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_ie-paif_ie.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_ie-paif_ie.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_ia-paif_ai.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_ia-paif_ai.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/funding-financement/iaip-piai.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/funding-financement/iaip-piai.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/funding-financement/slp-pps.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_fsd-paif_fdd.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_fsd-paif_fdd.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/campaign-campagne/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/index.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/campaign-campagne/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/index.aspx?lang=eng
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philanthropists and the private sector to join government and 
civil society in mobilizing unprecedented levels of resources 
through a unique partnership in support of gender equality 
and women’s rights.

Other efforts under way to maximize the effectiveness of 
Canada’s international assistance include increasing aid 
transparency and open dialogue, as outlined in a guidance 
note on Canada’s approach, and fostering more effective, 
diverse, and inclusive partnerships that advance the interests 
of women and girls. In September 2017, Canada launched 
the Policy for Civil Society Partnerships for International 
Assistance – A Feminist Approach, which aims to enhance 
effective cooperation with Canadian, international and local 
civil society organizations to maximize the impact and  
results of international assistance and foster a strong and 
vibrant civil society sector. In 2018-2019, a CSO Policy 
Advisory Group comprised of Global Affairs Canada and CSO 
representatives worked to produce a mutual implementation 
plan to operationalize the CSO policy’s objectives. The plan  
was approved in 2019.

TRANSFORMING WHERE 
CANADA WORKS
Canada’s Feminist International Assistance Policy introduced 
a more flexible geographical approach, moving beyond 
countries of focus to respond better to local needs and 
opportunities in countries where we work. This new 
geographic approach enables Canada to target assistance  
in regions where the greatest impact can be achieved in 
reducing poverty and inequality, particularly for women 
and girls, and facilitates more coherent deployment of 

development, humanitarian, and peace and security 
assistance. It also more realistically captures the suite of 
partnership pathways that Canada uses in deploying its aid, 
whether bilateral, multilateral, or working with CSOs and the 
private sector.

In addition, Canada has made progress toward the 
commitment outlined in the Policy to direct no less than 50% 
of Canada’s bilateral international development assistance 
to sub-Saharan African countries by 2021-2022. In 2018-
2019, 45% of Canada’s bilateral international development 
assistance was directed to sub-Saharan African countries. 
This represents a 3% reduction compared to 2017-2018 
because of important investments in other regions and in 
support of broader government priorities, such as the crises 
in Myanmar and Venezuela. 

Canada promotes a coherent and collaborative approach 
to delivering international assistance in fragile contexts, in 
alignment with international best practices, as outlined in the 
landmark UN-World Bank Pathways for Peace report (2018). 
Canada also took concrete steps to enhance the conflict 
sensitivity of its international assistance across all action 
areas. This has meant gaining a better understanding of how 
our international assistance and conflict dynamics interact so 
that we can mitigate risk and maximize the positive effects of 
our actions.

For more information, see the Feminist International 
Assistance Policy: https://www.international.
gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_
developpement/priorities-priorites/policy-politique.
aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.245822594.725252545.1577118078-
1868392557.1576600871

Country: Kenya © Juozas Cernius, CARE

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_todia-paif_mdoai.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_todia-paif_mdoai.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/civil_policy-politique_civile.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.198004199.998762948.1576619932-636238338.1576172671
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/civil_policy-politique_civile.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.198004199.998762948.1576619932-636238338.1576172671
https://www.pathwaysforpeace.org/
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/policy-politique.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.245822594.725252545.1577118078-1868392557.1576600871
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/policy-politique.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.245822594.725252545.1577118078-1868392557.1576600871
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/policy-politique.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.245822594.725252545.1577118078-1868392557.1576600871
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/policy-politique.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.245822594.725252545.1577118078-1868392557.1576600871
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/policy-politique.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.245822594.725252545.1577118078-1868392557.1576600871
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Gender equality and the empowerment of women 
and girls is the core action area of the Feminist 
International Assistance Policy, and a strategic  
focus across all action areas.

Gender equality and the empowerment of women and 
girls are fundamental to the realization of human rights, the 
eradication of poverty, and the achievement of sustainable 
development and peace. Women and girls can be powerful 
agents of change, but due to pervasive gender inequality, 
a disproportionate number of women and girls still face 
violence, discrimination, and socio-economic marginalization. 
Greater focus is needed on building environments that enable 
them to participate as equal decision makers in their homes 
and societies, have control over their own lives and bodies, 
and contribute equally to, and benefit from, development 
and prosperity. Canada aims to advance gender equality 
sustainably and accelerate its progress across all other 
priorities. With this action area, Canada creates the space 
for investing in dedicated, coordinated efforts to address 
fundamental and multi-dimensional challenges to gender 
equality and the empowerment of women and girls.

As such, within this specific action area, Canada advances 
gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls 
across three pathways:

•	 addressing sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV), 
including child, early and forced marriages, and female 
genital mutilation/cutting;

•	 supporting and strengthening women’s organizations and 
movements that advance women’s rights, gender equality, 
and the empowerment of women and girls; and

•	 supporting evidence-based policymaking and program 
delivery for gender equality. 

Learn more on Canada’s approach through its gender equality 
and the empowerment of women and girls action area policy: 
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_
development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/
fiap_gender_equality-paif_egalite_genres.aspx?lang=eng. For 
information on Global Affairs Canada’s projects in this action 
area, please see the Project Browser.

GENDER EQUALITY AND 
THE EMPOWERMENT  
OF WOMEN AND GIRLS

ACTION AREA

SDGs supported under the gender equality 
and the empowerment of women and girls 
action area*

* SDGs are highlighted under this action area based 
on common objectives and results. All SDGs have 
crosscutting interlinkages with all of the action areas  
of Canada’s Feminist International Assistance Policy.

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_gender_equality-paif_egalite_genres.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_gender_equality-paif_egalite_genres.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_gender_equality-paif_egalite_genres.aspx?lang=eng
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/?lang=eng
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ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS 
IN 2018-2019

In 2018-2019, Canada 
invested $90.25 million in 
international assistance, 
of which $88.44 million 
was ODA, in dedicated 
efforts specifically 
addressing one or more 
of the above mentioned 
three pathways. As 
gender equality and 
the empowerment of 
women and girls drive 

efforts across all action areas under the Feminist International 
Assistance Policy, other issues, such as women’s economic and 
political empowerment, quality education for women and girls, 
and sexual and reproductive health and rights, are reported  
separately under their relevant action areas. Overall, factoring 
in all action areas, $2.8 billion (representing 94.9%) of Global 
Affairs Canada’s bilateral international development assistance 
investments either targeted or integrated gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and girls in 2018-2019.

Within the gender equality and the empowerment of women 
and girls action area, Canada works with international, 
Canadian, and local partners to build knowledge and capacity 
in developing countries to address persistent barriers to gender 
equality and the empowerment of women and girls. Canada 
also supports the elaboration and implementation of strategies 
and programs, including those of women’s organizations and 
public institutions, to prevent and respond to sexual and 
gender-based violence, close gender gaps, and promote social 
change in favour of gender equality.

One of Canada’s flagship initiatives is the Women’s Voice 
and Leadership (WVL) Program, which supports grassroots 
women’s organizations and networks that advance women’s 
and girls’ rights. WVL projects are locally driven and designed 
to respond to the needs and priorities of local women’s 
organizations. In 2018-2019, the WVL program included 
projects in 13 sub-Saharan African countries and one regional 
project. In the Americas, WVL projects were established 
in the Caribbean region and in Colombia, Haiti, Honduras, 
and Peru. In Asia-Pacific, projects were established in 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Myanmar, Pakistan,  
and Sri Lanka. WVL projects were also implemented in 
Morocco, Tunisia, and Ukraine.

Canada’s initiatives have resulted in: 

•	 enhanced awareness, access to services, and enforcement 
of laws related to SGBV and child, early and forced 
marriage;

•	 increased influence and decision-making power of 
adolescent girls and young women in all their diversity on 
matters that affect them and their future;

•	 increased effectiveness of local and national women’s 
organizations and networks to drive change and hold 
governments accountable; and

•	 strengthened evidence about the root causes and cost  
of gender inequalities.

408,323 people were reached by projects 
that help prevent, respond to and end sexual 
violence, including child, early and forced 
marriage and/or female genital mutilation.2

TOP RECIPIENTS

Bangladesh – $8.5 million

Afghanistan – $5.6 million

West Bank and Gaza –  
$3.8 million

2	 This result presents cumulative data from 45 projects. Data includes results from the start of project implementation up until March 31, 2019. The implementation start dates 
vary from project to project.

Country: Burundi © Irenée Nduwayezu, CARE

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/wvl_projects-projets_vlf.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/wvl_projects-projets_vlf.aspx?lang=eng
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SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
Canada continued to advance this action area in sub-Saharan 
Africa through greater integration of gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and girls across its programming. 

The Ms. President initiative in Kenya, implemented by Media 
Focus in Africa, is one example of a project dedicated to 
empowering women and girls. Taking advantage of the huge 
popularity of reality television in Kenya, the project filmed 
and broadcasted a 26-episode reality TV show that asked 
women contenders for the title of Ms. President to present 
strategies and solutions for some of Kenya’s most challenging 
contemporary sociopolitical issues. Airing from February to 
July 2019, the popular show captured widespread attention 
and showcased the considerable leadership skills of Kenyan 

women. Notably, it generated discussion and fresh ideas for 
issues including countering violent extremism, redressing 
gender inequality in politics, inclusive economic growth, and 
changing stereotypical media narratives about women. 

Another example of Canada’s support under this action 
area comes from the Better Education Through Teacher 
Training and Empowerment for Results (BETTER) project in 
Mozambique, implemented by CODE, a Canadian NGO. This 
project trains teachers to fight violence against women and 
change harmful social norms by producing cell-phone films 
(called “cellphilms”). Cellphilms touch on difficult but important 
topics, including domestic violence, forced marriage, early 
pregnancy, the fair division of domestic work between women 
and men, and sexual and gender-based violence. Cellphilms 
have been used in teacher training colleges.

Learning together for  
feminist leadership

In February 2019, as part of the Women’s 
Voice and Leadership Program, Global 
Affairs Canada hosted a workshop in Accra, 
Ghana, to build shared knowledge and a 
common foundation for feminist monitoring, 
evaluation, and learning. Implementing 
partners, local women’s organizations 
from over 14 countries, and Global Affairs 
Canada staff worked together to shape 
the discussions. The different stages of 
the workshop focused on ways to gather 
data and learning in a streamlined fashion, 
effective methods for engaging partners, 
and measuring the impact that grassroots 
women’s organizations have on advancing 
gender equality and women’s rights. The workshop benefited from co-facilitation by Global Affairs Canada and the African 
Women’s Development Fund, given their extensive experience in direct funding to and learning from women’s organizations in 
Africa. Workshop participants examined procedures used to measure results, and analyzed if these procedures genuinely allow 
marginalized women and girls from rural farms or city centres to participate in measuring project success and learned new skills 
to involve them. 

For more information on this project, please consult its profile on Global Affairs Canada’s Project Browser: 
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D004559001?Lang=eng&_
ga=2.3550832.1300402081.1568839081-1039872813.1568663502

Country: Ghana © Justin Cyprian Bayor

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/P006528001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D001743001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D001743001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D001743001
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/wvl_projects-projets_vlf.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/wvl_projects-projets_vlf.aspx?lang=eng
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D004559001?Lang=eng&_ga=2.3550832.1300402081.1568839081-1039872813.1568663502
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D004559001?Lang=eng&_ga=2.3550832.1300402081.1568839081-1039872813.1568663502
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AMERICAS
Canada made important contributions to this action area in 
the Americas. The Protecting Girls and Adolescents from 
Sexual Violence, Teenage Pregnancies and Early Unions 
project, implemented in partnership with the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA), designed and rolled out workshops 
in El Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua. In Nicaragua, the 
project prioritized regions with the highest indicators of 
maternal mortality, adolescent pregnancy and violence, and 
strengthened comprehensive sexual education in both formal 
and informal settings. 

In Guatemala, Canada focused on advancing inclusive 
and gender-responsive governance, increasing the use of 
international human rights mechanisms by women’s groups, 
and training on international human rights standards. Canada 
also promoted the rights of women and girls in Latin America 
and the Caribbean through the Inter-american Task Force on 
Women’s Empowerment and Leadership. The task force is a 
collaboration between key inter-american and UN institutions 
to increase women’s participation and engagement in public 
decision making.

Country: Bolivia © Bartay, IDRC

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D004732001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D004732001
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ASIA-PACIFIC
In Asia-Pacific, Canada worked with partners to advance 
gender equality and women’s empowerment through 
strengthening partnerships with women’s organizations  
that advance women’s rights and empowerment. In Indonesia, 
Canada worked with women’s rights organizations, women-
led enterprises, the general public, and private sector actors 
to enhance women’s leadership skills in democratic and 
economic processes, and increase the protection of  
women’s rights. 

Canada continued to address sexual and gender-based 
violence in Afghanistan, where it supported the enforcement 
of legislation to eliminate violence against women. Canada 
also assisted 7,754 people working to prevent, respond to,  
and end SGBV. In Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Nepal, 
Pakistan, and the Philippines, Canada worked with Oxfam 
Canada on the Creating Space to take Action on Violence 
Against Women and Girls project to reduce violence against 
women and girls and the prevalence of child, early and forced 
marriage. In Nepal, community discussion centres established, 
through the project, safe spaces for women to discuss SGBV 
and child, early and forced marriage. 

kNOw Fear: Making rural public spaces safer for women and girls

Fear of sexual and gender-based violence 
keeps 405 million women and girls in India’s 
rural communities at home, restricting their 
access to education and other opportunities. 

Canada’s International Development 
Research Centre supports the kNOw 
Fear project, the first model to examine 
women’s safety in public spaces in India’s 
rural communities. kNOw Fear brings the 
expertise of three Indian organizations 
together to document the nature of sexual 
and gender-based violence, define the scope 
of the problem, and shape interventions. For 
example, the lack of safe transportation to 
a high school can prevent many girls from 
pursuing secondary education. In response, 
the women of one rural village organized 
and effectively lobbied their village council 
for a government bus to deliver the girls to 
school and bring them home safely. 

The kNOw Fear team is laying the groundwork for generational change by working with village youth to challenge conventions 
that favour boys over girls. This is part of a long-term strategy to address deep-seated cultural norms that undermine the safety 
of women and girls.

For more information on this project, please consult IDRC’s website: https://www.idrc.ca/en/stories/know-fear-making-rural-
public-spaces-safer-women-and-girls 

Country: India © Steven Morris, IDRC

https://www.oxfam.ca/
https://www.oxfam.ca/
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D002727001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D002727001
https://www.idrc.ca/en/stories/know-fear-making-rural-public-spaces-safer-women-and-girls
https://www.idrc.ca/en/stories/know-fear-making-rural-public-spaces-safer-women-and-girls
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EASTERN EUROPE, MIDDLE 
EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
In Ukraine, the West Bank and Gaza, Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, 
and Tunisia, Canada focused on advancing women rights and 
the reduction of sexual and gender-based violence. In Ukraine, 
the first National Action Plan for the implementation of the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women was developed and approved. This was 
in part thanks to Canadian support and the leadership of 
Ukraine’s Vice Prime Minister responsible for gender equality 
coordination and European and Euro-Atlantic integration. 

To reduce vulnerability to SGBV in the West Bank and Gaza, 
Canada, through its Capacity Development in Forensic 
Science and Medicine project, trained seven doctors 
(including one female) in forensic medicine, 16 female 
nurses in forensic nursing and sexual and gender-based 
violence, and four female scientists as specialists in forensic 
investigations. Four clinics were equipped for the examination 
of victims of SGBV. Clinical forensic medical capability has 
been expanded and gender-sensitized standard operating 
procedures that regulate and integrate the work of relevant 
stakeholders were established. A code of practice for 
Palestinian forensic medical practitioners was developed 
that includes gender-related issues, including maintaining 
confidentiality, privacy, and protection from discrimination. 

Country: Nigeria © Climate and Clean Air Coalition  Secretariat
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MULTI-REGION
Canada contributed to investments in this action area 
through its core and voluntary contributions to several global 
multilateral organizations. Canada supported the World 
Bank Group’s (WBG’s) emphasis on gender equality, notably 
through the WBG’s Gender Equality Strategy. In 2018, the 
WBG scaled up its work on women’s economic empowerment 
and the prevention of sexual and gender-based violence. The 
WBG published Unrealized Potential: the high cost of gender 
inequality in earnings. The 2018 report analyzed data from 
141 countries accounting for more than 95% of the world’s 
population. It found that, in 2014, the global loss in wealth due 
to gender inequality was an estimated US$160.2 trillion. 

Canada supported a number of key projects with international 
civil society aimed at eliminating child, early and forced 
marriages. For example, Canada supports Girls Not Brides, 
a global partnership representing over 1,300 civil society 
organizations from over 100 countries that have united to end 
child, early and forced marriage. In 2018, Girls Not Brides 
continued to refine and expand its support to members, 
working with 10 countries and states, and in 14 other 
emerging and established coalitions, through workshops, 
trainings, meetings with key officials, and ongoing support. 

Canada supported the United Nations Population Fund’s 
efforts to eliminate child, early and forced marriage by 
addressing reproductive health and rights, and teenage 

pregnancy in six countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
Through the Action for Adolescent Girls Project, for example, 
Canada’s support to UNFPA in Sierra Leone contributed 
to developing the National Strategy for the Reduction of 
Adolescent Pregnancy and Child Marriage, led by the National 
Secretariat for the Reduction of Teenage Pregnancy and 
launched in December 2018. In addition, in collaboration 
with the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and 
local partners through the Global Programme to End Child 
Marriage, Canada’s support to UNFPA in Sierra Leone helped 
to implement 225 community action plans across nine 
districts, engaging 14,374 families and community members 
to promote positive social norms to prevent child marriage, 
teenage pregnancy, and female genital mutilation/cutting. 

The Centre of Excellence for Civil Registration and Vital 
Statistics (CRVS) systems, housed at Canada’s International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC), is a global resource 
hub that actively supports national efforts to develop, 
strengthen, and scale up sustainable CRVS systems that work 
for all, especially women and girls. These systems are critical 
for protecting human rights and improving reproductive, 
maternal, newborn, child, and adolescent health by providing 
proof of legal identity, which facilitates access to social services, 
and by generating statistics that provide the evidence needed to 
improve the delivery of these social services. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/gender/publication/unrealized-potential-the-high-cost-of-gender-inequality-in-earnings
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/gender/publication/unrealized-potential-the-high-cost-of-gender-inequality-in-earnings
https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/
https://www.unicef.org/protection/unfpa-unicef-global-programme-end-child-marriage
https://www.unicef.org/protection/unfpa-unicef-global-programme-end-child-marriage
https://www.idrc.ca/en/initiative/centre-excellence-civil-registration-and-vital-statistics-systems
https://www.idrc.ca/en/initiative/centre-excellence-civil-registration-and-vital-statistics-systems
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The poorest and most marginalized people face 
obstacles in accessing resources, support, and 
services for health, nutrition, and education.  
They also experience increased vulnerability in 
times of crisis. When they do have access to the 
services they need, they may still experience 
violence and discrimination due to deeply rooted 
unequal power relations. As a result, they 
are unable to reach their highest potential as 
individuals and break through the cycle of poverty. 
Canada’s feminist approach to human dignity 
focuses on three core areas:

•	 health and nutrition 

•	 education 

•	 gender-responsive  
humanitarian action 

In 2018-2019, Canada invested a total of  
$2,670.67 million in international assistance, of  
which $2,667.37 million was ODA, in the human 
dignity action area. 

HUMAN DIGNITY

ACTION AREA

HEALTH AND NUTRITION

EDUCATION

GENDER-RESPONSIVE 
HUMANITARIAN ACTION

© Olivier Matthys, International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
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SDGs supported under the health and 
nutrition component of the human dignity 
action area*

* SDGs are highlighted based on common objectives and 
results. All SDGs have crosscutting interlinkages with 
all of the action areas of Canada’s Feminist International 
Assistance Policy.

 HEALTH AND NUTRITION

Addressing health inequalities experienced by 
the poorest and most vulnerable is the first step 
toward opportunity and empowerment. In recent 
decades, there has been widespread improvement 
in life expectancy and infant and child mortality 
rates have decreased, as have the numbers of 
malnourished children. Due to improved sanitation, 
nutrition, drugs and vaccines, the incidence of 
many infectious diseases also receded. 

However, much remains to be done. Weak health systems 
restrict countries’ abilities to respond to the health and 
nutrition needs of their populations. Unequal access to health 
services persistently remain an obstacle, with women and 
girls in particular facing myriad barriers. In some countries, 
women and girls still eat the least nutritious foods and eat last, 
jeopardizing their health and those of their children. Respect for 
sexual and reproductive health and rights has also receded in 
different places around the world. This threatens a woman’s 
right to decide whether, when and with whom to have 
children, and how many children to have. These 
decisions are central to the trajectory of a woman’s  
or girl’s life.

Canada focuses its health and nutrition efforts on: 

•	 improving the quality and accessibility of health  
services for the most marginalized;

•	 increasing access to comprehensive sexual and 
reproductive health and rights; and 

•	 improving gender-sensitive nutrition for the poorest  
and most marginalized. 

Learn more about Canada’s approach through its health and 
nutrition action area policy: https://www.international.gc.ca/
world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/
priorities-priorites/fiap_human_dignity-paif_dignite_humaine.
aspx?lang=eng#a1. For information on Global Affairs Canada’s 
projects in this action area, please see the Project Browser.

Country: Nigeria © Andrew Esiebo, IDRC

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_human_dignity-paif_dignite_humaine.aspx?lang=eng#a1
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_human_dignity-paif_dignite_humaine.aspx?lang=eng#a1
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_human_dignity-paif_dignite_humaine.aspx?lang=eng#a1
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_human_dignity-paif_dignite_humaine.aspx?lang=eng#a1
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/?lang=eng
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ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS  
IN 2018-2019

�In 2018-2019,  
Canada invested 
$1,170.56 million  
in international 
assistance, of which 
$1,170.36 million was 
ODA, in the health and 
nutrition components 
of the human dignity 
action area. 

Investments helped to deliver better nutrition, improve 
access to immunization, strengthen health systems, make 
quality health services accessible, provide sexual and 
reproductive health services, and reduce rates of infectious 
disease. Canada takes a comprehensive approach to health 
and nutrition, from addressing major diseases such as HIV/
AIDS, malaria and polio, to supporting nutrition programs and 
strengthening health systems.

For more than 10 years, Canada has focused on maternal, 
newborn and child health (MNCH) and, since 2017, on sexual 
and reproductive health and rights (SRHR). Canada’s work 
in 2018-2019 in this regard was part of its commitment 
to provide $3.5 billion from 2015 to 2020 for MNCH and 
$650 million from 2017 to 2020 for SRHR. Canada increased 
access to comprehensive SRHR through advocacy and 
constructive dialogue, support for better access to sexual  
and reproductive health services, including family planning 
and contraception, and safe and legal abortion and  
post-abortion care.

Canada’s efforts included working and engaging with health 
ministries and other stakeholders, such as entrepreneurs  
and experts, to strengthen supply chains for medicines and 
health commodities to improve the quality and accessibility  
of health services. Canada also supported education and 
health promotion activities, and increased engagement with 
non-traditional partners to solve challenging nutrition issues. 

2,864,301 women and girls received access 
to sexual and reproductive health services, 
including modern methods of contraception.3

These contributions have resulted in: 

•	 stronger health systems that can better provide improved 
quality and accessibility of health services;

•	 greater protection of women’s sexual and reproductive 
health and rights;

•	 greater access for women to sexual and reproductive 
health services, such as modern contraceptives, leading  
to fewer unplanned pregnancies and unsafe abortions;

•	 greater number of women receiving prenatal care and 
higher rates of skilled attendants at birth, leading to 
reduced maternal and child mortality;

•	 greater access to immunizations, leading to reduced 
incidence of infectious disease;

•	 fewer deaths from diarrheal diseases; and

•	 fewer instances of stunted growth, due to  
improved nutrition. 

TOP RECIPIENTS

Tanzania – $69.9 million

Bangladesh – $57.2 million

Nigeria – $54.1 million

3	 This result presents cumulative data from 30 projects. Data includes results from the start of project implementation up until March 31, 2019. The implementation start dates 
vary from project to project.



32 | Volume 1 of the Report to Parliament on the Government of Canada’s International Assistance 2018-2019 

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
In sub-Saharan Africa, Canada focused on supporting the 
health and rights of women and children. Many partner 
countries in the region have placed these key issues in 
their national development strategies. Through its health 
programming, Canada’s development efforts in the region 
support the full range of sexual and reproductive health 
services and information, including comprehensive sex 
education, family planning, prevention of and response to  
sexual and gender-based violence, safe and legal abortion, 
and post-abortion care. 

In Mozambique, Canada established itself as a leading  
donor and focused primarily on empowering women  
and girls as decision makers, and addressing behavioural 
barriers to SRHR. For example, in the Province of 
Inhambane, where maternal, neonatal and infant mortality 
is particularly high, training was provided to 432 health 

workers and management; 95% of these trainees were 
women. Training focused on comprehensive obstetrical 
complications, safe abortion care, and newborn resuscitation, 
and contributed to the development of community-based 
health support networks in 20 communities, where a total of 
16,329 participants (over 50% female) received educational 
sessions on SRHR. 

In 2018, through the UNFPA’s Supplies Program, Canada 
contributed to an increase of 2 million new users of family 
planning services in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC). In January 2019, Canada also co-hosted the Safe 
Abortion Dialogue with the United Kingdom Department for 
International Development, the David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation, and the Children’s Investment Fund Foundation. 
This platform provided an opportunity for stakeholders to 
coordinate, share best practices, and collectively identify 
options for addressing challenges faced in their advocacy for 
and delivery of safe abortion services and post-abortion care.

Country: Nigeria © World Health Organization
Training highly qualified and skilled health workers 
in Cross River State, Nigeria

Anita Ejah’s dream of becoming a midwife is now within reach. 
That wasn’t the case in 2014, when she enrolled at the School of 
Midwifery Calabar in Cross River State, Nigeria. At the time, the 
school lacked the resources and infrastructure required to provide 
quality midwifery training. 

Through Canada’s financial support, the school improved  
the teaching skills and competencies of tutors, updated the 
curriculum, and provided teaching and learning equipment.  
These changes resulted in the School of Midwifery Calabar 
obtaining its full accreditation.

“The models in the demonstration room helped me balance the 
theory and the practical education,” said Anita. “If I see patients in 
the service area, I know I can treat them thanks to my education.”

Anita is just one of hundreds of students at 11 health-training 
institutions that, thanks to Canada’s support, are accredited to 
graduate much-needed frontline health workers for Nigeria’s 
primary health-care facilities.

For more information on this project, please consult its profile on 
Global Affairs Canada’s Project Browser: https://w05.international.
gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/
A035024001

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/A035024001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/A035024001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/A035024001
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AMERICAS
Canada helped to strengthen health systems governance  
in Latin America and the Caribbean through funding to  
the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO). As a  
result, 15,000 people across 11 countries benefited from 
capacity building that improved health systems planning and 
coordination. This initiative also improved neonatal health in the 
region. For example, 19,427 new mothers in Nicaragua received 
counselling and support on nutrition, breast feeding, and better 
health practices.

Through its institutional support to the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB) Group, Canada contributed 
to its work with governments and the private sector to 
finance improvements to health services throughout the 
Latin America and Caribbean region. This support helped 
more than 5 million people receive health services, some 
160,000 households obtain new or upgraded access to 
drinking water, and some 300,000 households gain  
access to new or upgraded sanitation.

In Haiti, in partnership with UNFPA, Canada provided support 
to women bearing children through the recruitment of 
118 student midwives and 9 teachers, and the deployment  
of 6 midwives in the most underserved areas of the country. 
They provided sexual and reproductive health services to 
8,122 pregnant women.

In 2018-2019, a project implemented with Horizons of 
Friendship in Guatemala trained 820 traditional Indigenous 
midwives and significantly increased the percentage of 
pregnant women having at least four appointments with 
health personnel. From 2017-2018 to 2018-2019, in regions 
where the project operated, the number of pregnant mothers 
accessing health services increased from 37.8% to 45.6%, with 
live births attended by a skilled health attendant increasing from 
37.2% to 58.5%. 

A partnership with CAUSE Canada focused on improving 
maternal participation and access to community training 
to deliver community health messages in Guatemala and 
Honduras. These messages were tailored to different local 
contexts, such as when working with Indigenous women 
living in poor, rural communities. Adapting the health 
promotion messages to these communities, including 
translating them into local languages, helped increase the 
demand for quality health services. It also helped foster a 
better relationship between communities and health-care 
services providers. 

The Public Health Agency of Canada provides financial and 
in-kind support for the Pan-American Health Organization 
and World Health Organization (WHO) initiatives aimed at 
strengthening health systems in developing countries. With 
Canada’s support, PAHO assessed and strengthened the 
capacity of Caribbean countries to survey non-communicable 
diseases and associated risk factors. It also improved cervical 
cancer surveillance, screening, and prevention through 
training and education, including in Guatemala and Suriname. 

Empowering youth to achieve their health rights

Bolivia has one of the highest rates of adolescent pregnancy in South 
America. In 2018-2019, Canada supported Plan International’s Achieving 
Reproductive Rights with Bolivian Adolescents project. It promotes the 
political participation of adolescents in the Indigenous Aymara and Quechua 
communities in the Bolivian highlands. Project activities empowered youth to 
protect and promote their sexual and reproductive rights, and help reduce 
rates of adolescent pregnancy. 

For more information on this project, please consult its profile on Global 
Affairs Canada’s Project Browser: https://w05.international.gc.ca/
projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D003703001

Country: Bolivia © Plan Canada

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D002066001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D002023001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D003703001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D003703001
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ASIA-PACIFIC
In the Asia-Pacific region, health and nutrition programming 
is focused on strengthening local and national health systems, 
reducing the burden of disease, and strengthening SRHR. In 
Afghanistan and Bangladesh, for example, Canada focused 
primarily on strengthening local health systems. The Canadian 
Human Resources for Health in Bangladesh project provided 
training to enhance the capacity of managers, nurse teachers, 
and skilled birth attendants. This, in turn, improved the quality 
of practitioners’ education and the services they provide. An 
electronic database was also installed through the project to 
improve personnel management of 56,733 registered nurses-
midwives and 9,182 skilled birth attendants.

In Afghanistan, Canada supported a bottom up community-
based approach to addressing health and reproductive issues 
through improved access and delivery of essential health 
services. This included supporting 58 family health houses 
in the remote province of Daikundi to deliver reproductive 
and health services. Canada also continued to be a key voice 
in efforts to eradicate polio by joining donors in targeting the 
immunization of 9 million children.

In the Philippines, with Canada’s support, Inter Pares  
works with a local partner, Likhaan, to provide women-
centered service and advocacy for women’s issues, 
particularly in reproductive health and rights. In 2018-2019, 
clinics provided 24,804 women and girls with access to  
reproductive health services. The outreach and education 
activities of 382 community health promoters reached 
18,309 women and girls with information about their  
sexual and reproductive rights.

In December 2018, the Public Health Agency of Canada 
deployed two epidemiologists in Bangladeshi refugee camps, 
inhabited mostly by Rohingya refugees from neighbouring 
Myanmar, to support the WHO’s syndrome-based surveillance 
system. This increased the capacity to detect, assess, and 
respond to diseases prevalent in refugee camps.

EASTERN EUROPE, MIDDLE 
EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
In Morocco, Canada focused on the sexual and reproductive 
health and rights of women and girls, while supporting 
education, including vocational and technical training. 

In the West Bank and Gaza, the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA) offered 8,554,035 medical consultations. 
376,025 children under 60 months of age were registered at 
the UNRWA’s primary health-care facilities. Of these, 89,091 
were newly registered infants. Immunization coverage was 
99.8% for 12-month-old children and 99.2% for 18-month-
old children registered with UNRWA. This coverage rate 
continued to exceed the WHO immunization target of 95%.

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/A034608001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/A034608001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D001970001
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MULTI-REGION
Canada supports health and nutrition initiatives with a 
global reach and is a leader in global advocacy efforts. 
Canada is a leading partner in the Family Planning 2020 
commitment, a global movement that supports women’s 
SRHR. Canada provided support to numerous organizations 
including International Planned Parenthood Federation 
Federation (IPPF), Marie Stopes International, Population 
Services International, and Ipas. This increased access to 
family planning, safe and legal abortion, and post-abortion 
care services for underserved women and girls, including 
adolescents, in Africa and Latin America. Projects with the 
IPPF and Marie Stopes International helped avert 1,087,308 
unintended pregnancies and 63,764 unsafe abortions in 
2018-2019.

In October 2018, Canada hosted the 7th International 
Parliamentarians’ Conference on the Implementation of the 
International Conference on Population and Development 
(ICPD) Programme of Action. At the Conference, 
parliamentarians from 78 countries committed to a series 
of actions to realize the ICPD Programme of Action through 
universal access to SRHR. This resulted in the Ottawa 
Statement of Commitment, which calls for concrete actions  
to respect, protect, and fulfil the SRHR of all individuals, 
through comprehensive sex education and abortion  
services, where legal.

Global Affairs Canada collaborates with three of the 
world’s major health funds to provide better health 
services in developing countries: the Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (the Global Fund), Gavi, 
the Vaccine Alliance, and the Global Financing Facility for 
Women, Children and Adolescents (GFF). To enable stronger 
partnerships, foster innovation and knowledge sharing, and 
to reduce administrative overhead, Gavi, the Global Fund, and 
other health organizations including the Stop TB Partnership 
relocated to the Global Health Campus in Geneva. This 
approach will help to direct more funds toward programs that 
help to improve health outcomes in lower-income countries. 

The Global Fund has helped save more than 32 million lives 
since 2002. In 2018, the Global Fund provided 18.9 million 
people with antiretroviral therapy for HIV, treated 5.3 million 
people with tuberculosis (TB), and distributed 131 million  
bed nets to prevent malaria. In addition, the Global Fund 
continued to make important investments for adolescent  
girls and young women, particularly in the context of 
preventing AIDS. This includes programs to keep girls  
in school, supporting girls’ empowerment groups, adolescent-
friendly prevention programs, and SRHR education. Canada 
also continued to advocate for issues around gender and 
human rights.

Gavi, which aims to save children’s lives and protect people’s 
health by increasing equitable use of vaccines in lower-
income countries, is one of Canada’s key partners in efforts 
to strengthen health systems in developing countries. In 2018, 
Gavi immunized 66 million children. Gavi’s work during 2018 
prevented 1.7 million future deaths and averted 80 million 
future disability-adjusted life years. 

The Global Financing Facility is a catalytic, country-led 
financing mechanism that aims to end preventable maternal, 
newborn, child, and adolescent deaths and to improve the 
health and quality of life of women, children, and adolescents. 
The GFF is currently engaged with 36 partner countries. 
In 2019, results were available for 27 of the 36 countries. 
Notably, per-capita health expenditure financed by domestic 
sources increased in 19 of the 27 countries; in all 27 countries, 
neo-natal and under-5-year-old mortality decreased; and the 
adolescent fertility rate decreased in 26 of the 27 countries.

Polio remains a global health priority. Since 1988, polio 
cases in the world have gone from over 350,000 per 
year to less than 170 in 2019—a 99.9% reduction. Only 
Afghanistan and Pakistan continue to see cases of wild 
poliovirus—but as long as there are cases, all children in 
the world need to be vaccinated. In 2018, with Canadian 
support, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative helped 
national governments vaccinate more than 470 million 
children multiple times in more than 40 countries, using 
more than 2.2 billion doses of oral polio vaccine. 

In 2018-2019, in partnership with Nutrition International, 
Canada provided 557 million people with micronutrient 
supplementation. This included 4 million pregnant women 
who received folic acid and iron supplements, and 149 million 
children who received their annual dose of Vitamin A.

The World Bank Group plays an important role in global 
efforts to strengthen health and nutrition institutions in 
developing countries. For example, in 2018-2019, the World 
Bank’s International Development Association (IDA), which 
provides support for the world’s poorest countries, financed 
projects that helped immunize 73.64 million children, provided 
71.17 million women and children with basic nutrition services 
and provided 27.51 million women with care from skilled 
health personnel during childbirth.

Canada is an active member of the Stop TB Partnership Board, 
and the main financial supporter of TB REACH, an initiative to 
fight tuberculosis through innovative approaches. In 2019, TB 
REACH supported a dedicated round of projects to empower 
women and girls to play a more direct role in the fight. 

https://www.familyplanning2020.org/
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D004888001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D004888001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D004887001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D004886001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D004886001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D004885001
https://ipciconference.org/
https://ipciconference.org/
https://ipciconference.org/ottawa-statement-of-commitment/
https://ipciconference.org/ottawa-statement-of-commitment/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.globalfinancingfacility.org/
https://www.globalfinancingfacility.org/
http://polioeradication.org/
https://www.nutritionintl.org/
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 EDUCATION

The right to a quality education is integral to 
improving human dignity and a means through 
which all other rights are realized. The Feminist 
International Assistance Policy commits 
Canada to work to ensure that the poorest and 
most vulnerable people have access to quality 
education, with a focus on women and girls. 
Despite global progress toward achieving greater 
accessibility to education, a number of key 
challenges remain to be addressed. Barriers to 
access education persist for marginalized and 
vulnerable groups, and are deeply rooted in  
power dynamics and inequalities. The quality of 
education is another factor to consider, since  
poor education can also be a barrier to success. 
Gaps in the governance and accountability of 
national education systems also require further 
action, notably on creating and implementing 
gender-responsive solutions.

Canada’s overall approach to education focuses on:

•	 improving gender-responsive quality education;

•	 increasing access to gender-responsive, demand-driven 
and quality skills development; and

•	 improving gender-responsive quality education and skills 
development in conflict, crisis and fragility settings.

Learn more about Canada’s approach through its education 
action area policy: https://www.international.gc.ca/world-
monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/
priorities-priorites/fiap_human_dignity-paif_dignite_humaine.
aspx?lang=eng#a2. For information on Global Affairs 
Canada’s projects in this action area, please see the 
Project Browser.

ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS 
IN 2018-2019 

In 2018-2019, Canada 
invested $433.52 million 
in international 
assistance, of which 
$432.36 million was 
ODA, in education 
initiatives. 

Canada worked with 
international, national, 

multilateral, and local partners to promote the benefits of 
education for women and girls. Canada’s initiatives included 
these activities:

•	 supporting the development and improvement of 
curriculums free of gender stereotypes; 

•	 building or maintaining safe educational facilities for girls, 
including by ensuring that schools have safe water and 
sex-disaggregated toilets, and that girls have access to 
appropriate menstrual hygiene and health information,  
and to sanitary products at school; 

TOP RECIPIENTS

Jordan – $31.1 million

Bangladesh – $27.5 million

Afghanistan – $17.2 million

SDGs supported under the education 
component of the human dignity action area*

* SDGs are highlighted based on common objectives and 
results. All SDGs have crosscutting interlinkages with 
all of the action areas of Canada’s Feminist International 
Assistance Policy.

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_human_dignity-paif_dignite_humaine.aspx?lang=eng#a2
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_human_dignity-paif_dignite_humaine.aspx?lang=eng#a2
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_human_dignity-paif_dignite_humaine.aspx?lang=eng#a2
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_human_dignity-paif_dignite_humaine.aspx?lang=eng#a2
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/?lang=eng
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•	 responding to school-related sexual and gender- 
based violence, including through prevention and 
awareness-raising; 

•	 advocating for and supporting access to early education 
(pre-primary) and secondary education, as well as better 
access to education in contexts where Canada is delivering 
humanitarian assistance; and 

•	 providing life skills, technical and vocational education and 
training, and training for marginalized women and youth, 
including in non-traditional and better-paying fields. 

In 2018-2019, education and skills development sector 
programming supported by Canada achieved results such 
as increased access to education for vulnerable populations, 
including those in fragile and conflict-affected areas; improved 
literacy outcomes and levels of educational attainment; and 
improved skills and employability of graduates from technical 
and vocational training programs. Details of what was 
achieved regionally and multilaterally are outlined below. 

The Charlevoix Declaration on Quality Education for Girls, 
Adolescent Girls and Women in Developing Countries, adopted 
in June 2018, during Canada’s G7 presidency, was a key 
2018-2019 accomplishment. It galvanized global action to 
address many of the remaining key challenges to dismantling 
the barriers to and improving the quality of girls’ and women’s 
education and skills training. 

To support the Charlevoix declaration, Canada brought the 
international community together and announced historic 
investments totalling $3.8 billion to support quality education 
and skills training for women and girls in conflict and crisis 
situations. Later that year, at the United Nations General 
Assembly, Canada welcomed commitments totalling another 
$527 million to help developing countries provide every  
child with access to the education and training they need  
to succeed. 

355,268 teachers were trained according to 
national standards.4 

220,493 people graduated from technical or  
vocational education and training supported by  
Global Affairs Canada.5

Canada’s $400-million pledge in support of the Charlevoix 
declaration focuses on:

•	 removing barriers to gender equality; 

•	 providing quality primary and secondary education  
in fragile contexts;

•	 improving sex- and age-disaggregated data and 
accountability; and 

•	 preparing women for the jobs of the future. 

A number of early programming announcements were 
made in 2018-2019 contributing to delivering on Canada’s 
$400-million pledge:

•	 A $50-million pledge to Education Cannot Wait to ensure 
that children, particularly girls and adolescent women  
living in fragile and conflict-affected states, can access 
quality education.

•	 A $50-million announcement for the Global Financing 
Facility to better address the quality and gender-
responsiveness of education systems.

•	 Different announcements for a collaboration between Right 
to Play International and UNRWA for the creation of safe, 
inclusive, gender-responsive classrooms in the Middle East.

•	 A $11-million announcement to support girls’ education 
along the Colombian-Venezuelan border.

4	 This result presents cumulative data from 37 Global Affairs Canada projects. Data includes results from the start of project implementation up until March 31, 2019.  
The implementation start dates vary from project to project.

5	 This result presents cumulative data from 36 Global Affairs Canada projects. Data includes results from the start of project implementation up until March 31, 2019.  
The implementation start dates vary from project to project.

© Kelley Lynch, Global Partnership for Education

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/2018-06-09-quality-education-qualite.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/2018-06-09-quality-education-qualite.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2018/12/about-education-cannot-wait.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2018/11/canada-announces-additional-support-for-global-financing-facility.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2018/11/canada-announces-additional-support-for-global-financing-facility.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2018/10/canadas-support-for-palestinian-refugees.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2018/10/canadas-support-for-palestinian-refugees.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2019/02/backgrounder---canada-announces-assistance-for-those-affected-by-venezuela-crisis.html
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SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
Canada provided financial support directly to select 
developing country government partners in sub-Saharan 
Africa to help them strengthen education systems and deliver 
quality education services. In Burkina Faso, Canada’s support 
contributed to increasing the number of primary school 
classrooms by 77% between 2009 and 2018, as well as 
increasing the completion rate of primary education from 46% 
overall (43% for girls) in 2009 to 63% overall (68% for girls) 
in 2018.

In 2018-2019, Canada supported the Primary School Teacher 
Training Programme, which helped transform 521 primary 
schools in Tanzania into stimulating learning environments 
with reading corners, and trained 150 pre-primary teachers 
on the production and use of teaching and learning materials. 
Since the program’s inception, 2,082 primary schools have 
received at least one intervention specifically targeting girls’ 
empowerment, benefiting 236,176 girls and 228,449 boys. 

Canada worked with the York University Centre for 
International and Security Studies to improve refugee teaching 
capacities in and around the Dadaab refugee complex, in 
Kenya. Focused primarily on improving access to early and 
secondary education, this partnership enabled 215 people 
in the Borderless Higher Education for Refugees project to 
become certified educators. With a reach of approximately 
55 students per teacher per year, the project has impacted 
the lives of 11,825 students in 2018-2019.  

AMERICAS
Canada contributed toward improving access to education 
and increasing the number of girls in schools in various 
ways in Latin America and the Caribbean. For example, in 
Colombia, over 9,500 beneficiaries—primarily women and 
youth—received technical and vocational training through 
work undertaken by CUSO in 2018-2019. The training aimed 
to develop economic empowerment skills to help beneficiaries 
find suitable jobs and escape hardships caused by decades 
of conflict. Canada also worked with Save the Children, the 
Norwegian Refugee Council, Mercy Corps, War Child, and 
Plan International to improve access to quality education for 
almost 24,000 children and youth (53% women and girls) 
living in some of Colombia’s most conflict-affected rural areas. 

In Peru, Canada worked with UNICEF to empower 
adolescents in vulnerable communities—particularly girls— 
to exercise their rights, while supporting them with access 
to quality secondary education that is free of violence and 
respectful of their ethnic and gender identities. 

In Haiti, Canada collaborated with the World Bank (IBRD 
Trust Fund) to increase the enrollment of girls in secondary 
schools. Canada also supported the World Food Programme’s 
efforts to feed students, resulting in 180,000 Haitian children 
having daily nutritious meals and encouraging school 
attendance and academic success of the recipient children. 
Canada also worked with Canadian organizations in Haiti, 
including the Cégep de Saint-Jérôme, to improve skills for 
employment in the tourism and hospitality industry. The 
project targets youth, women and handicapped persons 
in the Port-au-Prince and Cap-Haitian areas, and trained 
52 teachers, counsellors and educational authorities 
(65% female) for a certificate in technical education, and 
26 people (80% female) in occupational health and safety 
in food service, allowing them to be certified by the Quebec 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 

Through its institutional support to the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB), Canada contributed to the  
CDB’s work in education throughout the region. For  
example, 57,227 students benefitted from government 
investments in education financed by the CDB.

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D003945001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D003282001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D004698001
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ASIA-PACIFIC
Canada worked with partners in the Asia-Pacific region 
to expand access to education for girls, boys, and ethnic 
minority students by breaking down barriers and expanding 
resources. In Afghanistan, Canada supported community-
based education in rural and remote areas that have no 
government-based schooling, by working with local female 
teachers to address barriers that prevented girls from 
attending school. This program contributed to the safety 
and security of girls, even in insurgent-controlled areas, 
with reports of an additional 3,022 previously out-of-school 
students attending classes. 

In Southeast Asia, the Canada-Association of Southeast  
Asian Nations (ASEAN) Scholarships and Educational 
Exchanges for Development program was launched  
in 2018-2019. The program provided students and  

mid-career professionals from ASEAN member states with  
the opportunity to apply for short-term studies or research 
in Canada in a field aligned with the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and ASEAN’s development efforts.

In Vietnam, Canada supported improvements to the 
management of post-secondary education institutions  
and course development. Canadian partners provided  
training courses to college teachers and administrators  
from 132 post-secondary institutions, which allowed the 
transfer of knowledge on best practices, skills development 
on student-centred approaches, and enhanced training  
program development and management.

In 2018-2019, Canada’s IDRC supported a global research 
network called Digital Learning for Development (DL4D).  
For this initiative’s first phase, researchers from across  
Asia collaborated to support digital learning, research 
collaboration, and scaling proven innovations to improve 
educational systems.

Gender is not a barrier to operating a carpentry machine

In Bangladesh, Parveen looks at a piece 
of wood and sees a changing world—her 
world at least, and maybe for other young 
women as well. At 20-years-old, she may 
be young, and she has little education, but 
Parveen believes that strength comes  
not from physical capacity, but from will. 
She makes cabinets in a factory where few 
women have previously entered and  
even fewer have worked on a machine.

Parveen was forced to drop out of school at 
grade 5 to help her mother with household 
work. When the company Akhter Furniture 
introduced skills training for women, under 
the program called B-SEP, Parveen signed 
up for the machine operator course. The 
course was designed to attract women to 
non-traditional trades. She learned how to 
operate the wood-cutting machines and 
make cabinets and doors. 

After the completion of the course, the 
factory hired Parveen with a monthly salary of $250, her first-ever paid work. Parveen now enjoys her new occupation and her 
new-found economic freedom.

“The training gave me skills and helped me enter the world of work. Otherwise, like many girls, I might have ended up doing 
household chores only. Thank you to the Canadian government and the International Labour Organization for projects like B-SEP.”

For more information on this project, please consult its profile on Global Affairs Canada’s Project Browser: https://w05.
international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/A035230001

Country: Bangladesh © International Labour Organization

http://dl4d.org/
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/A035230001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/A035230001
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EASTERN EUROPE, MIDDLE 
EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
Canada’s efforts in Lebanon, Jordan, Morocco, Iraq, and 
Tunisia focused on protective learning environments for 
vulnerable students, on teacher training, and on a learner-
centred approach to vocational training. In Lebanon, Canada 
created welcoming spaces in 303 schools, addressing the 
specific needs of girls to prevent and respond to sexual and 
gender-based violence. Gender-responsive social services 
delivery training was also delivered to 8,103 (including 
7,277 female) participants in the education sector. In Jordan, 
Canada supported 2,125 schools that implemented various 
changes (such as new teaching methods) to create welcoming 
spaces that respond to the specific needs of girls. In Morocco, 
Canada supported technical and vocational training programs 
matched to the needs of the labour market, while supporting 
the better inclusion of young boys and girls in vulnerable 
situations. In Iraq, two technical assistance interventions  
and two workshops were delivered to senior officials of  
Iraq’s Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs to promote 
gender-sensitive vocational skills programs.

MULTI-REGION
Canada has established itself as a leading donor to Education 
Cannot Wait (ECW) and the Global Partnership for Education 
(GPE). The GPE continues to mobilize global and national 
efforts to achieve equitable quality education in close to 
70 developing countries and fragile states. Through its 
Effective Partnership Rollout, the GPE will streamline how 
developing countries access funding and support their 
education sector planning. In 2018, GPE grants supported  
an estimated 22.2 million students, including 10.6 million girls; 
20 million students were in primary and 2 million were in 
lower secondary education. Of these students, 16.6 million 
were living in fragile and conflict-affected states, which 
surpassed the GPE’s goal for support to countries affected by 
fragility and conflict by more than 45%. These efforts resulted 
in improved completion rates: an estimated 4.9 million more 
children completed primary school and 2.6 million more 
children completed lower secondary school than in the 
previous year.

Education Cannot Wait 

“Last year we studied in tents. When there was too much 
sandy wind, the teachers used to send us back home. It 
was so loud that sometimes we could not even hear what 
they said. Now, we study in new classrooms, and we come 
to school happy,” said 12-year-old Kaka Mahamat, who now 
lives in the Dar es Salam Camp, Lake Chad. 

Since 2017, with support from a broad international 
coalition and the Government of Chad, Education Cannot 
Wait—a global fund for education in crisis—has reached 
over 150,000 children in Chad, including 69,000 girls. In 
the neighbouring Central African Republic, the Fund has 
impacted some 65,000 children, including 31,802 girls.  
In Nigeria, the Fund received a US$2.5-million grant that 
will reach approximately 194,000 displaced children, 52% 
of whom are girls.

For more information on this project, please consult  
its profile on Global Affairs Canada’s Project Browser:  
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-
banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D002486001 

Country: Chad © Bahaji, UNICEF

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D003764001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D003764001
https://www.educationcannotwait.org/
https://www.educationcannotwait.org/
https://www.globalpartnership.org/
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D002486001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D002486001
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Through capital injections and support to trust funds like 
the GPE, Canada contributed to the World Bank’s work in 
education. In addition, it is worth noting that Canada—along 
with the European Union, Germany, Japan, the United 
Kingdom and the World Bank—is contributing $3.8 billion in 
support of the Charlevoix declaration on girls’ and women’s 
education in conflict and crisis. The World Bank is providing 
$2 billion of that amount.

In 2018-2019, Canada increased its support to the GFF as 
part of the G7 Charlevoix education initiative, in order to 
work in a range of countries experiencing fragility, conflict, 
and violence. This allowed Canada to address the quality and 
gender-responsiveness of education systems and respond to 
the health-related barriers that impede girls’ access to quality 
education, including those affected by disabilities.

Canada also collaborated with multilateral organizations on 
specific initiatives. For example, Canada is working with the 
United Nations Girls Education Initiative, Gender at Work  
and Education International to address school-related  
gender-based violence (SRGBV), with the help of national  
and regional teacher unions. Since 2016, 396 union staff  
and members directly engaged in actions to address  
SRGBV, reaching over 30,000 individuals. 

With the goal of transferring Canada’s strong technical 
expertise in the development of indicators and robust statistical 
methodologies, Statistics Canada continued to bring statistical 

expertise to UNESCO’s Technical Cooperation Group on 
thematic indicators for SDG 4 on education, which includes 
representatives from both developed and developing countries. 

Canada has hosted the UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) 
in Montréal, Quebec, since its inception in 1999. In 2018-2019, 
Canada renewed its support with a grant worth $4 million 
over 4 years to deliver on its mandate, with a particular focus 
on its work to build developing countries’ data capacity on 
achieving SDG 4 on quality education.

Through Innovation, Science and Economic Development 
Canada’s membership and annual contribution to the 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU), Canada 
supports ITU’s work to promote education and proficiency 
in information and communication technologies (ICT) in 
developing countries. In addition to providing technical 
cooperation and capacity building in ICT, the ITU leads the 
annual Global Campaign of International Girls in ICT Day, in 
which girls and young women are encouraged to prepare 
for and enter ICT careers. In 2018, 131 countries organized 
2,186 events for International Girls in ICT Day, encouraging 
57,748 girls to take up ICT careers and studies. The ITU 
also co-led the Digital Skills for Decent Jobs Campaign with 
the International Labour Organization. The campaign was 
launched at the ITU World Summit on the Information Society, 
where stakeholders were incentivized to train 5 million young 
women and men in job-ready digital skills. 

© Giles Clarke, UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2018/06/09/canada-and-partners-announce-historic-investment-education-women-and
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D002487001
http://www.ungei.org/
https://genderatwork.org/
https://www.ei-ie.org/
http://uis.unesco.org/
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D-003828-001?Lang=eng
https://www.itu.int/en/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Digital-Inclusion/Women-and-Girls/Girls-in-ICT-Portal/Pages/Portal.aspx
https://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/forum/2019/
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  �GENDER-RESPONSIVE  
HUMANITARION 
ACTION

The recent increase in the number and intensity  
of armed conflicts, and the scope and frequency  
of natural disasters—which are exacerbated by  
the effects of climate change—have resulted in 
unprecedented humanitarian needs. Canada’s 
international humanitarian assistance is intended to 
meet the needs of people affected by these crises 
by supporting swift and coordinated humanitarian 
interventions that are needs-based and adhere  
to humanitarian principles.

 

Canada continues to focus its gender-responsive humanitarian 
action on saving lives, alleviating suffering, and maintaining 
the dignity of those affected by conflicts and natural disasters. 
Gender-responsive humanitarian action is needed to address the 
specific needs and priorities of people in vulnerable situations, 
particularly women and girls, to support their empowerment, 
and to ensure that our humanitarian assistance has a greater 
and more sustainable impact. Considering pre-existing 
vulnerabilities allows humanitarian responses to meet the 
specific needs of crises. It also means that the specific needs  
of women and girls are addressed, instead of being overlooked.

Canada’s life-saving humanitarian assistance supports  
efforts to increase the gender-responsiveness of 
humanitarian action through targeted and crosscutting 
approaches in four key areas:

•	 humanitarian principles and international humanitarian law;

•	 sexual and gender-based violence in the context of 
humanitarian crises;

•	 sexual and reproductive health during humanitarian 
interventions; and

•	 the empowerment of women and girls.

Learn more about Canada’s approach through its action  
area policy on humanitarian action: https://www.international.
gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_
developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_human_dignity-paif_
dignite_humaine.aspx?lang=eng#a3. For information  
on Global Affairs Canada’s projects in this action area,  
please see the Project Browser.

SDGs supported under the gender-
responsive humanitarian action component 
of the human dignity action area*

* SDGs are highlighted based on common objectives and 
results. All SDGs have crosscutting interlinkages with 
all of the action areas of Canada’s Feminist International 
Assistance Policy.

Country: South Sudan © WFP

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/response_conflict-reponse_conflits/humanitarian_assistance-aide_humanitaire.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/response_conflict-reponse_conflits/humanitarian_assistance-aide_humanitaire.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_human_dignity-paif_dignite_humaine.aspx?lang=eng#a3
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_human_dignity-paif_dignite_humaine.aspx?lang=eng#a3
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_human_dignity-paif_dignite_humaine.aspx?lang=eng#a3
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_human_dignity-paif_dignite_humaine.aspx?lang=eng#a3
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/?lang=eng
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ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS 
IN 2018-2019

In 2018-2019, Canada 
invested $909.62 million 
in international assistance 
(of which less than 
$1,000 was non-ODA) 
in the action area on 
humanitarian action. We 
invested in 62 countries 
and territories, and 

responded to 37 natural disasters. 

Canada works with UN partners, NGOs, and the International 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement to continue to provide 
gender-responsive humanitarian action to respond to the 
differentiated needs of more than 135 million men, women, 
boys and girls needing humanitarian assistance. Canada has 
provided support to international organizations to achieve the 
following results: 

•	 increased distribution of food assistance and non-food 
essential relief items; 

•	 improved access to water and shelter support; 

•	 improved access to sanitation and hygiene facilities,  
as well as to quality medical services through health 
centres and hospitals; 

•	 improved access to international protection for forcibly 
displaced persons; and

•	 improved access to comprehensive sexual and 
reproductive health services during emergencies,  
in particular for women and adolescent girls.

15% of humanitarian assistance projects 
included components addressing sexual  
and gender-based violence or sexual and 
reproductive health and rights.6

In so doing, Canada strengthens efforts to address the unmet 
needs and priorities of women and girls in humanitarian 
situations. For example, in 2018-2019, 96% of Global Affairs 
Canada’s humanitarian assistance projects integrated gender 
equality considerations. Canada provided $50.5 million in  

2018-2019 to support SRHR services in humanitarian 
assistance programming, which helped prevent death, disease, 
and disability related to unwanted pregnancies, obstetric 
complications and reproductive disorders, while reducing  
sexual and gender-based violence.

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
From May 2018 to March 2019, Canada provided $3.25 million 
in emergency humanitarian assistance to support victims 
of Ebola outbreaks in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
Through Médecins sans Frontières (Doctors Without 
Borders), Canada helped support three Ebola treatment 
centres and 24 health facilities, supported the admission 
of 2,565 patients suspected of infection, and vaccinated 
600 frontline health-care workers. Canada’s support helped 
target gaps identified by first responders toward treatment, 
surveillance and psychosocial support for victims and 
their families. Canada also provided $170,000 to support 
preparedness activities in neighbouring countries, including 
Burundi, Rwanda, South Sudan, and Uganda.

In 2018-2019, Canada provided over $90 million to address  
the emergency needs in the Sahel region, of which 
$35.13 million was targeted to fight drought conditions. 
Canada also provided assistance for food insecurity and 
nutrition interventions by collaborating with UN agencies and 
NGOs. With Canada’s support, NGO partners helped over 
2 million beneficiaries in the Sahel in 2018-2019 through 
activities such as community mobilization, and sensitization on 
good hygiene and sanitation practices. Through facilities and 
mobile clinics supported by Action Against Hunger in Burkina 
Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, and 
Senegal, Canada supported the screening of close to half a 
million children, and the treatment of over 57,000 children  
for severe acute malnutrition. 

Working with its UN, Red Cross, and NGO partners, Canada 
helped to provide emergency food assistance, access to 
safe water and sanitation, emergency health care, shelter, 
and protection to over 3 million people affected by Cyclone 
Idai across Malawi, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe. Canada 
responded quickly to Cyclone Idai using a variety of tools, 
including the use of draw-down funds, the deployment of 
humanitarian relief stocks from Dubai, providing financial 

TOP RECIPIENTS

Syria – $132.8 million

Yemen – $57.9 million

Lebanon – $57.8 million

6	 This data only refers to Global Affairs Canada projects executed by non-governmental organizations. 35 out of these 240 humanitarian assistance projects included sexual 
and gender-based violence or sexual and reproductive health and rights components. 

https://www.msf.org/
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support to experienced humanitarian organizations, and 
supporting the deployment of a Canadian Red Cross emergency 
relief unit (ERU) field hospital. The ERU was deployed in 
Mozambique, and provided critical emergency health care  
to over 9,800 patients over a three-month deployment.

AMERICAS
In 2018-2019, Canada helped provide life-saving assistance 
to vulnerable populations affected by the Venezuela crisis 
and the natural disasters in Cuba and Haiti. Through water, 
sanitation and nutrition programming in Colombia border 
departments, Canada’s support helped 6,000 vulnerable 
and crisis-affected people access clean water. As well, 
more than 900 pregnant and breastfeeding women and 
children accessed comprehensive medical nutritional care. 
Canada provided flexible regional funding to humanitarian 
organizations such as the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs, Action Against Hunger and the WFP 

to help respond to vulnerable and crisis-affected people 
throughout Latin America and the Caribbean, including 
refugees and migrants from Venezuela and neighbouring  
host communities.

In Cuba, Canada supported the Canadian Red Cross Society 
to provide food, water, sanitation and hygiene, as well as 
emergency shelter in response to the tornado that struck 
Havana in January 2019. 

In Haiti, a project with the International Organization for 
Migration relocated 28,500 displaced individuals (8,679 families) 
in earthquake-affected areas of Port-au-Prince.

ASIA-PACIFIC
In 2018, Canada launched its official Strategy to Respond 
to the Rohingya Crisis in Myanmar and Bangladesh, 
comprising $300 million in international assistance funding 
over three years. The Strategy aims to respond to the 
forced displacement of approximately 805,000 Rohingya 
refugees from Myanmar to Bangladesh, as well as other 
conflict-affected people within Myanmar. Through this 
funding targeting refugees and host communities, Canada 
supported the provision of emergency food assistance to 
over 900,000 people in Bangladesh and 470,000 people 
in Myanmar, as well as the delivery of more than 
200,000 health-care consultations for Rohingya refugees 
in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. As part of its response, Canada 
is also providing $4.65 million to pilot an approach to build 
capacity, leadership and accountability. Canada supports 
system-wide change for gender-responsive humanitarian 
action, including through a UN Women-led Gender Hub and 
other research, policy and training initiatives to engage civil 
society partners and host communities in Bangladesh.

On September 28, 2018, a 7.5-magnitude earthquake followed 
by a tsunami hit Indonesia’s Central Sulawesi region, prompting 
the Government of Indonesia to seek international assistance. 
In response, Canada provided $1.5 million to help humanitarian 
organizations distribute hygiene kits, water filters, emergency 
shelter kits, and latrines to 14,000 disaster-affected people. 
The Canadian Armed Forces also deployed a CC-130 Hercules 
aircraft and crew, which carried humanitarian relief supplies 
and enabled air bridge operations.

Country: Haiti © Logan Abassi, United Nations 

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D002275001
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EASTERN EUROPE, MIDDLE 
EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
Canada committed to provide $840 million in humanitarian 
assistance over three years to respond to the crises in Syria 
and Iraq, and to their impact on neighbouring countries. In 
2018-2019, Canada provided $262.8 million for humanitarian 
assistance in Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. This multiyear, 
flexible funding is in line with commitments made at the 
2016 World Humanitarian Summit. Funding is provided to 
humanitarian partners to deliver lifesaving assistance such 
as food, shelter, water, health, sanitation, education, and 
protection services, including specialized care for survivors 
of sexual and gender-based violence. Canadian funding 
supported the delivery of adolescent sexual and reproductive 
health services to approximately 1,435,000 beneficiaries 
in Syria, 52,000 in Iraq, 30,000 in Jordan, and 6,000 in 
Lebanon. In addition, Canada supported over 81 safe spaces 
for women and girls and helped provide dignity kits, which 
contain basic supplies to maintain health and dignity, to over 
200,000 beneficiaries across Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria.

In 2018-2019, Canada supported a flexible, comprehensive 
humanitarian response to the deteriorating crisis in Yemen. 
By collaborating with the WFP, UNICEF, and UNFPA, Canada 
helped provide reproductive health services to more than 
360,000 Yemeni women and girls and helped prevent famine 
through monthly food assistance to over 7 million people.

Canada provided support to refugees in the West Bank 
and Gaza that helped reduce their food insecurity and 
improve their health. Sanitation levels were also improved 
by constructing wastewater treatment units and distributing 
hygiene kits. 

The Palestinian Red Crescent Society’s (PRCS’s) capacity 
to provide health services and respond to emergencies was 
significantly improved through providing 11 patient transfer 
vehicles and establishing a new emergency operations 
centre—the first of its kind in the West Bank and Gaza. 

Canadian funding helped to decrease dropout rates for  
all UNRWA school children, and a review of learning  
materials ensured their access to quality resources. In  
2018, 5,609 UNRWA personnel received protection training, 
including on gender, sexual exploitation and abuse, and SGBV. 
UNRWA identified and provided assistance to an estimated 
2,530 children at risk of physical violence, abuse, neglect, child 
marriage, corporal punishment, child labour or birth registration 
issues. Another 15,908 Palestine refugees were provided with 
legal assistance. 

Canada’s support to the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) helped strengthen respect for international 
humanitarian law in Ukraine through dialogue and advocacy, 
including with regard to legislation that integrates measures 
around missing people and weapon contamination. 

Building Capacity to Respond to  
Humanitarian Emergencies

The Building Capacity to Respond to Humanitarian 
Emergencies project in the West Bank and Gaza, 
implemented by the Canadian Red Cross Society, aims 
to increase the capacity of the Palestinian Red Crescent 
Society to respond to emergency medical needs 
and provide specialized health services to the most 
vulnerable Palestinians. The project also strengthens 
and expands the work of the PRCS, a leading local actor 
in health-care provision, emergency medical services, 
disaster management, rehabilitation and psychosocial 
programming.

Jameela Yahya Nasasreh has volunteered with the PRCS 
for the past 9 years, and lives in Ein Shibli, a small village 
of 1,000 people in the Jordan valley near Tubas. As a 
volunteer, she took courses to learn about reproductive 
health, community-based health, and first aid.

“After taking these courses and workshops with the PRCS, 
we transfer the knowledge and information to the local 
communities by visiting students in schools, and through 
home visits to the elderly,” says Jameela. “We advise them 
and raise their awareness; even sometimes we organize 
workshops for them in our centre, where we transfer our 
knowledge and expertise, so the local community could 
benefit from it.”

For more information on this project, please consult its 
profile on Global Affairs Canada’s Project Browser: https://
w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/
project-projet/details/D000781001

Territory: West Bank and Gaza © Alary, Canadian Red Cross 

https://www.icrc.org/en
https://www.icrc.org/en
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D000781001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D000781001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D000781001
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MULTI-REGION 
Canada continues to be a leader in gender-responsive 
humanitarian action to alleviate suffering of the world’s  
most vulnerable populations. 

During the G7 Development Ministers Meeting in June 2018, 
under Canada’s leadership, the largest humanitarian donors 
committed to the G7 Whistler Declaration on Gender Equality 
and the Empowerment of Women and Girls in Humanitarian 
Action. The declaration recognized the importance of 
advancing gender equality in all humanitarian responses  
and sought to promote system-level change to ensure  
that humanitarian action is principled, evidence-based,  
and empowering. Among other things, G7 governments, 
including Canada, committed to strengthening access for 
women and girls to health care, strengthening prevention  
and responding to SGBV, and increasing accountability to 
affected populations.

In 2018-2019, Canada allocated $74.35 million to the 
International Committee of the Red Cross for protection 
and assistance operations in global armed conflict areas. In 
2018, the ICRC improved access to food for over 7.3 million 
people, including 3.9 million people in the Middle East alone. 
Water and sanitation programs provided access to water to 
7.2 million internally displaced people. Over 30,000 weapon-
wounded women, men and children received surgical support 
through ICRC-supported hospitals. In Africa, the ICRC worked 
to prevent the forced recruitment of children into armed groups, 
and reunited over 100 former child soldiers with their families. 

Canada promotes refugee inclusion through actions that 
support host countries to build self-reliance and advance 
durable solutions. To help address the needs of the forcibly 
displaced, Canada provides funding to the UNHCR to protect 
and assist refugees. In 2018, Canada allocated $95.6 million 
in funding support to the UNHCR, and was active in the 
development of the United Nations’ Global Compact on Refugees. 

In December 2018, Canada adopted the United Nations’ Global Compact for Safe Orderly, and Regular Migration (GCM) and Global 
Compact on Refugees (GCR).

The GCM represents the first multilateral framework for the global response to international migration. It is founded on the 
principles of human rights, national sovereignty and gender equality. The document emphasises the positive contributions of 
migrants and the need to harness the economic and social benefits of regular migration, while addressing the challenges posed 
by irregular migration. 

The GCR is a framework for more predictable and equitable sharing of responsibilities regarding refugee situations. It recognizes 
that sustainable solutions cannot be achieved without international cooperation. The GCR provides a blueprint for governments, 
international organizations, and other stakeholders to ensure that host communities get adequate support and that refugees can 
lead productive lives.

As a strong voice for improved international cooperation in harvesting the benefits of migration and addressing forced displacements 
worldwide, Canada was actively involved in the negotiation of both documents. Canada succeeded in ensuring that both compacts 
focus on practical measures to promote and protect the human dignity of migrants and refugees, address gender considerations, 
and combat irregular migration and human trafficking.

In 2018, with Canada’s support, the World Food Programme 
directly assisted 86.7 million beneficiaries in 83 countries 
using food aid and, increasingly, cash-based transfers. The 
WFP provided one third of its assistance, US$1.76 billion, 
through conditional and unconditional cash-based transfers 
to 24.5 million recipients in 62 countries. The WFP’s school 
feeding program provided 16.4 million schoolchildren with 
nutritious meals in 61 countries. The organization also 
reached 9.7 million children and 6.1 million women with 
programs to prevent and treat malnutrition.

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) 
provided over $555 million in international assistance  
in 2018-2019, consisting of:

•	 federal support provided to refugees, successful asylum 
seekers and asylum seekers awaiting a decision from the 
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (IRB);

•	 grants administered through the IRCC’s Migration Policy 
Development Program, which includes migration and 
refugee-related capacity-building projects in developing 
countries; and

•	 Canada’s contribution to the International Organization  
for Migration.

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/2018-05-31-whistler-gender_equality-egalite_genres.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/2018-05-31-whistler-gender_equality-egalite_genres.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/2018-05-31-whistler-gender_equality-egalite_genres.aspx?lang=eng
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.iom.int/
https://www.iom.int/
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Canada: Lead of Call to Action on Protection from Gender-Based Violence in Emergencies

Canada has actively advocated for gender-responsive 
humanitarian action through the Call to Action on Protection 
from Gender-Based Violence (GBV) in Emergencies, in line with 
the Feminist International Assistance Policy, and the Whistler 
Declaration on Gender Equality and the Empowerment of 
Women and Girls in Humanitarian Action. The Call to Action is a 
global multi-stakeholder initiative that aims to drive change and 
foster accountability so that every humanitarian effort prevents, 
mitigates, and responds to gender-based violence from the 
earliest stage of a crisis. 

Canada became lead of the Call to Action on January 1, 2019, for 
a two-year period. Canada has also been a main partner since 
the initiative was launched in 2013 and co-chaired the States 
and Donors Working Group in 2018. In December 2018, Canada’s 
Ambassador to the EU took part in a leadership handover event 
in Brussels with the European Union’s Director-General. Canada’s priorities for 2019-2020 include strategically shaping the Call 
to Action on Protection from Gender-Based Violence in Emergencies into the next phase, through the development of the next 
multi-year Road Map. Canada is also continuing field-level implementation of the initiative to drive sustainable change and help  
the most vulnerable, and engaging local actors and women’s organizations.

Canada’s Resettlement Assistance Program supports 
government-assisted refugees and persons in refugee-
like situations admitted to Canada when they first arrive in 
Canada. The Program provides immediate and essential 
services, generally during the first four to six weeks following 
arrival in Canada, as well as monthly income support, typically 
for up to a year. In 2018-2019, 26,026 refugees received a 
service under this program (excluding Quebec7). In 2018-2019, 
Canada resettled 27,769 people from all over the world: 8,014 
were government-assisted refugees, 18,590 privately sponsored 
refugees, and 1,165 blended visa office-referred refugees. 

Canada’s Settlement Program assists newcomers—including 
refugees—to overcome barriers specific to the newcomer 
experience. In 2018-2019, 93,455 refugees received at least 
one settlement service (excluding Quebec8). These services 
included needs assessments, information and orientation, 
language training, employment-related services, childcare 
services, and referrals to other services, such as health and 
social services.

Consistent with its obligations under international treaties, 
Canada’s asylum system provides protection to persons 
who have a well-founded fear of persecution or are at risk 
of torture, cruel or unusual punishment, or death in their 
home countries. Asylum claimants are not yet refugees 
under Canadian legislation. They are processed through 

the in-Canada asylum system to determine if they need 
protection. Under the Asylum Program, once an asylum claim 
is determined to be eligible, claimants may live in Canada 
with access to a temporary work permit, social assistance, 
health services, emergency housing and education, while they 
await a decision from the IRB. In 2018-2019, Canada received 
55,958 claims for asylum, including claims made by irregular 
migrants that entered Canada between ports of entry. 
Funds were invested toward managing irregular migration 
by ensuring security at the border and faster processing of 
asylum claims, as well as additional measures that include 
accelerated federal interim health coverage and interim 
housing costs shared with provinces and municipalities.

In addition, IRCC’s Interim Federal Health Program provided 
pre-departure medical services overseas to 26,279 refugees 
destined to Canada for resettlement in 2018-2019. In Canada, 
52,586 resettled refugees were also eligible for the Program, 
and 27,603 used the services. The Program also provides 
limited, temporary health coverage of health-care costs 
for asylum claimants until they are eligible for provincial 
or territorial health coverage or until they leave Canada. In 
2018-2019, the Program provided coverage to 121,657 asylum 
seekers awaiting a decision from the IRB, with 85,235 of 
them using the services.

7	 Data for Quebec is not included since this province has a separate bilateral agreement with IRCC and does not report data through the Immigration Contribution Agreement 
Reporting Environment.

8	 Data for Quebec is not included since this province has a separate bilateral agreement with IRCC and does not report data through the Immigration Contribution Agreement 
Reporting Environment.

Country: Belgium © Amy Duong

https://www.calltoactiongbv.com/
https://www.calltoactiongbv.com/
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/2018-05-31-whistler-gender_equality-egalite_genres.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/2018-05-31-whistler-gender_equality-egalite_genres.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/2018-05-31-whistler-gender_equality-egalite_genres.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/service-delivery/resettlement-assistance-program.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/partners-service-providers/funding.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/refugees/canada-role.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/refugees/help-within-canada/health-care/interim-federal-health-program/coverage-summary.html
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Growth that works for everyone programming 
supports inclusive growth, which is the basis for 
progress across all dimensions of development 
and is central to achieving broad-based prosperity, 
peace and security. When all segments of 
the population benefit equally, countries can 
dramatically reduce and help eradicate extreme 
poverty. In particular, women are important 
economic actors, and inclusive growth can only be 
achieved with the full, free and equal participation 
of women in the economy. Inclusive growth is 
the surest way for countries to harness their 
domestic resources and attain the capacity needed 
to address their development challenges, including 
health, education, and environmental protection.

Increased access to and adoption of technologies, 
including green technologies, can trigger transformative 
changes toward sustainable economic development in 
developing countries. Beneficial advances in technology 
can be implemented in different economic sectors, such as 
agriculture. Agriculture and food systems, for example, are 
important drivers of economic growth and poverty reduction. 
This labour-intensive sector is particularly important for 
women, who comprise 43% of the agricultural labour force  
in developing countries and account for around two thirds of 
the world’s poor livestock keepers. It can notably generate 
diverse opportunities for women, and enable them to earn 
30% to 50% more income in this sector than in non-food 
related sectors.

Quality infrastructure, including in the transport, communications, 
and energy sectors, is another key driver of economic growth, 
as it can foster access to markets and information, and create 
new economic opportunities. Inclusion of vulnerable groups, 
such as women, in financial systems is another element that 
stimulates inclusive economic growth. 

Canada focuses its efforts relating to growth that works  
for everyone on:

•	 bringing down barriers to women’s economic 
empowerment;

•	 building more inclusive and sustainable economies; and

•	 strengthening economic resilience.

GROWTH THAT WORKS 
FOR EVERYONE

ACTION AREA

SDGs supported under the growth that 
works for everyone action area*

* SDGs are highlighted based on common objectives and 
results. All SDGs have crosscutting interlinkages with 
all of the action areas of Canada’s Feminist International 
Assistance Policy.
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Learn more about Canada’s approach through its growth 
that works for everyone action area policy: https://www.
international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-
enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_growth-paif_
croissance.aspx?lang=eng. For information on Global 
 Affairs Canada’s projects in this action area, please see  
the Project Browser.

ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS  
IN 2018-2019

In 2018-2019,  
Canada invested 
$983.27 million in 
international assistance, 
of which $982.61 million 
was ODA, in initiatives 
in the action area of 
growth that works  
for everyone.  

Significant focus is 
placed on involving the private sector, developing livelihoods 
and empowering women economically. Activities range from 
institutional capacity building, supporting entrepreneurship 
and access to decent work, expanding access to capital 
and finance, and improving support to the private sector. 
Canada’s programming also plays an important role in 
rural transformation, promotion of renewable technologies, 
natural resource management, and investments in quality 
infrastructure. Canada also supports the development and 
dissemination of technological innovations and practices that 
reduce the burden of household work, so that women can 
engage more readily engage in economically empowering 
activities beyond the household.

In the agricultural sector, Canada supports initiatives that 
increase resilience and financial inclusion. These initiatives 
provide agricultural and business training, and improve 
access and awareness of inclusive financial services,  
such as banking, credit, and insurance. 

3,804,639 entrepreneurs, farmers and 
smallholders received financial and/or business 
development services.9

Among other things, these contributions have resulted in:

•	 increased economic participation and incomes of the 
poorest and most vulnerable, especially women and youth;

•	 strengthened individual businesses and enterprises, 
particularly those led by women; 

•	 increased capacities of women in leadership positions; and,

•	 greater economic rights and market opportunities for 
smallholder farmers, especially women.

TOP RECIPIENTS

Ethiopia – $64.2 million

Mali – $44.8 million

Ghana – $43.8 million

Country: Bangladesh © Angela Platt, CARE

9	 This result presents cumulative data from 96 Global Affairs Canada projects. Data includes results from the start of project implementation up until March 31, 2019.  
The implementation start dates vary from project to project.

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_growth-paif_croissance.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_growth-paif_croissance.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_growth-paif_croissance.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_growth-paif_croissance.aspx?lang=eng
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/?lang=eng


50 | Volume 1 of the Report to Parliament on the Government of Canada’s International Assistance 2018-2019 

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
Canada supported development initiatives addressing the 
structural barriers to gender equality (social, cultural, legal) 
that limit women’s ability to engage in economic activity and 
restrict their access to productive resources. Canada also 
supported initiatives to support women’s entrepreneurship 
and economic empowerment through improving access 
to education and training. Canada supported a number of 
projects aimed at increasing youth employment to help 
harness the economic and development potential of Africa’s 
growing youth population. This included support for technical 
and vocational training, building entrepreneurial skills, and 
supporting job creation, particularly for young women. 

Canada supports TradeMark East Africa (TMEA), an NGO 
based in Kenya that works to unlock economic potential 
through reducing barriers to trade and increased business 
competitiveness. Building on the success of its first strategic 
phase, which supported a 25% increase in exports in 
targeted sectors, a 10% reduction in trade costs in the East 
Africa trade network, and reduced border delays through 
modernising and improving customs clearance procedures, 
TMEA embarked on its second strategic phase for 2017-2018 
to 2022-2023. Canada continued its funding support to TMEA 
in 2018 by investing $15.3 million to contribute to the Making 
Trade Work for Women in Eastern Africa project. The project 
aims to promote the economic empowerment of women 
traders in Eastern Africa and works to reduce sexual and 
gender-based violence toward them. The project’s expected 
results include a 30% reduction in incidences of violence 
against women traders at select border posts; a 15% increase 
in trade values for women-traded goods and increased 
access to markets and trade-related services for at least 

150,000 women traders; and improved policy, regulatory  
and institutional environments to support women in trade.

In Ethiopia, in partnership with the World Bank’s Women 
Entrepreneurship Development Program, more than 
$144.5-million worth of loans have been issued to 
11,731 women entrepreneurs in all trades since 2014. With an 
average loan size of approximately $11,800, this funding allowed 
thousands of women to grow their businesses. In addition, the 
project has provided entrepreneurship training to 18,243 women. 
As of 2018-2019, over 11,000 agricultural loans have been 
granted, of which 53% were awarded to women, and nearly  
800 women have benefited from a financial literacy program  
that helped them acquire the knowledge and skills needed to 
support financial decision making.

In 2018-2019, Canada’s support to FINCA Canada increased 
financial inclusion for men and women through increasing 
income and access to savings accounts in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. Specifically, Canada’s support helped train 
1,915 clients (996 women) on financial literacy, and provide 
access to 7,905 individuals (4,837 women) to mobile and 
digital banking services networks in communities that were 
under-served in financial services.

Canada’s institutional support to the African Development 
Bank (AfDB) contributed to the Bank’s important role in 
supporting the continent’s sustainable and inclusive economic 
growth. For example, from June 2017 to June 2019, AfDB 
support to regional governments provided access to finance 
for more than 500,000 small and micro businesses; helped 
improve intra-African trade and movement of people through 
improved access to transport for 45.5 million people; and 
supported improved agriculture practices for 71 million farmers.

Youth-led financial solutions that work for Rwandans

Jeanne Bovine Ishemaryayo, a 2017 graduate of the University of Rwanda’s College  
of Science and Technology, founded Computer Geek Technology, a social enterprise 
that develops software to meet the needs of the local community. With support  
from the Digital Opportunity Trust, Jeanne built digital solutions that are locally  
relevant and solve everyday challenges. 

Jeanne’s eSavingRw platform makes it easier for local savings groups—called savings 
and credit cooperatives—to manage the money being deposited and withdrawn by 
members, while keeping their money safe. The platform allows Rwandans to safely 
participate in savings and credit cooperatives. Jeanne’s solution is helping to build 
trust in an effective grassroots financial solution, meaning a greater number of 
women, marginalized people, and rural populations can access financial services.

For more information on this project, please consult its profile on Global Affairs 
Canada’s Project Browser: https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-
banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D001963001

Country: Rwanda © Digital Opportunity Trust

https://www.trademarkea.com/
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D002438001
https://www.dotrust.org/
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D001963001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D001963001
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AMERICAS
Canada supports micro, small and medium-sized enterprises 
throughout the Americas, particularly Colombia, Cuba, Haiti, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, and Peru, with technical support and 
training to create business plans. A number of these projects 
focused on women entrepreneurs in industries such as 
forestry, farming, and extractives. 

Canada supported projects to assist farmers in Cuba, Haiti, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, and Peru. In Cuba, for example, Canada 
helped Cubans to develop a value chain approach to quality 
food production that promotes import substitution and 
sustainable economic growth at the local level. This gender-
sensitive and climate-smart programming has reached over 
4,200 direct beneficiaries to date.

In Colombia, special attention was given to creating 
employment opportunities for disadvantaged youth and 
economically reviving post-conflict zones. Canadian-funded 
projects provided over 24,600 entrepreneurs, farmers and 
smallholders with financial and/or business development 
services, and supported over 1,300 Colombians through 
climate adaptation projects to ensure more sustainable 
livelihoods. Canada’s contribution has also supported 
initiatives to increase access to inclusive social protection  
and graduation programs for the poorest and most vulnerable, 
including migrants, internally displaced persons and refugees. 
In partnership with Inter-American Development Bank, 
4,768,327 beneficiaries were supported by Canada and  
other donors through targeted anti-poverty programs. 

Through its institutional support to the IDB Group, Canada 
supported on-the-job training for close to 290,000 people, 
more than 460,000 women benefited from economic 
empowerment programs, and 864,000 micro, small and 
medium-sized enterprises received financial and non-financial 
support. Canada’s institutional support to the Caribbean 
Development Bank provided training to over 1,000 in climate-
smart agriculture and food safety standards, installed 400 km 
of electric transmission and distribution lines, and helped 
more than 100 micro, small and medium-sized enterprises  
to benefit from increased access to credit.

ASIA-PACIFIC
In Asia-Pacific, Canada focused on market-oriented training 
and skills development, as well as on reducing barriers to 
women’s economic participation. In the Philippines, Canada 
worked with partners to provide market-driven training 
and skills, and financial services to improve livelihoods in 
vulnerable communities. For example, targeted training on 
value-chain commodities was provided to 32,000 people 
(57% women) who were still dealing with the effects of 
Typhoon Haiyan, which hit in 2013. Through Canadian support 
in Sri Lanka, 5,981 youth received professional skills training 
in areas such as tourism, construction, and information and 
communications technology. 

In the South Pacific (that is, Fiji, Vanuatu, and the Solomon 
Islands), Canada promoted the social and economic 
empowerment of female market vendors to increase  
their financial management and business acumen. 

In partnership with the OECD, Canada works with ASEAN 
countries to create more competitive, resilient and innovative 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). This will contribute 
to evidence-based policymaking and has supported the 
development, roll-out, and publication of the ASEAN SME 
Policy Index. Canada also funded the ASEAN Infrastructure 
Centre of Excellence, managed by the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB), to support the preparation of public-private 
partnership (PPP) projects that promote regional connectivity 
and integration. The centre provides expertise and technical 
assistance to help design and structure viable, bankable and 
high-impact regional PPPs for infrastructure. 

Canada’s institutional support to the ADB contributed to 
projects with regional governments and private companies 
that, between 2014 and 2018, enabled the construction or 
upgrade of 8,400 km of roads.

https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Report-ASEAN-SME-Policy-Index-2018.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Report-ASEAN-SME-Policy-Index-2018.pdf
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Entrepreneurship: A path for women’s empowerment

In Afghanistan, Canada helped to establish Relief 
International’s Women’s Enterprise, Advocacy and  
Training (WEAT) program. The WEAT program works 
closely with civil society, government and the private  
sector to enable an environment that fosters empowerment 
and entrepreneurship opportunities for women in  
Ghazni, Kapisa and Nangarhar. 

Through a door-to-door outreach program, Relief 
International reached out to local women like Zarlisht,  
who joined the program to learn about food production  
and marketing.

“In May 2017, Relief International’s WEAT program opened 
up an opportunity for me,” says Zarlisht, beaming as she 
recalls the start of the journey that would lead her to 
become a successful entrepreneur. Now the owner of a 
tomato sauce processing company that employs 10 people, 
Zarlisht adds: “The program gave me technical training on food processing and financial training to understand the market, and 
provided me with equipment that I would have been unable to purchase.”

The WEAT program also helped Zarlisht build a network and understand the market beyond her village. “They gave me exposure 
to food processing factories in Nangarhar through site visits and registered me with the provincial chamber of commerce and 
industries department, which gave me a business licence for food processing.”

With Canada’s support, Zarlisht’s small business now provides for her family and offers employment opportunities for other 
women of her village. 

For more information on this project, please consult its profile on Global Affairs Canada’s Project Browser:  
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D003695001 

EASTERN EUROPE, MIDDLE 
EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
Canada’s efforts in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, 
Syria, Tunisia, Ukraine, and the West Bank and Gaza focused 
on gender-inclusive measures to create employment, 
access to decision-making positions, and participation in the 
economic growth of communities for women; promoting 
SMEs; and providing access to sustainable water sources. 

In Jordan, Canada provided financial and/or business 
development services for 8,685 entrepreneurs, farmers 
and smallholders (including 6,884 female recipients), and 
invested $2.35 million in 14 women’s organizations to enhance 
women’s economic empowerment outside the capital, 

and to promote women’s rights and gender equality. In 
addition, Canada supported 727 awareness-raising activities 
pertaining to women’s participation in the economy, reaching 
60,906 individuals. 

In the West Bank and Gaza, Canada’s assistance increased 
access to quality land and sustainable water resources, and 
improved water management by communities and farmer 
co-operatives. Canada provided technical and in-kind support 
to 40 cooperatives: 25 farmer’s cooperatives and 15 women 
cooperatives (with a total of 1,411 female members). 

Canada continued to empower Ukraine’s SMEs to take 
advantage of the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement. 
This has resulted in exports by SMEs from Ukraine to Canada 
exceeding $1.1 million, and $750,000 in investment from 
Canada to Ukraine.

Country: Afghanistan © Relief International

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D003695001
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In 2018, Canada, Lebanon and the World Bank convened the 
first Mashreq Gender Conference on Women’s Economic 
Empowerment. The governments of Lebanon, Iraq, and 
Jordan presented national action plans for women’s 
economic empowerment, and committed to increase women’s 
participation in the labour force over the next five years by 5% 
in both Iraq and Lebanon, and to 24% in Jordan. With Canada’s 
support, the Mashreq Gender Facility was also launched. 

Further, as a shareholder in the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, Canada contributed  
to the EBRD’s work toward sustainable and inclusive  
growth in Europe, the southern and eastern Mediterranean 
region, and Central Asia. For example, EBRD-funded projects 
helped 18 million people benefit from improved heating,  
waste and water services; provided ¤52 million to partner 
financial institutions to support women-led enterprises; 
trained 1,452 women in new skills; and provided over  
1.35 million people with improved social infrastructure. 
Canada also contributed to the Bank’s work targeting 
countries severely impacted by the Syrian refugee crisis, such 
as Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey. At the EBRD’s 2018 annual 
meeting, shareholders approved setting aside ¤15 million from 
the Bank’s 2017 net income to support refugee-hosting 
countries in the southern and eastern Mediterranean region. 
As of March 2019, the EBRD had signed investments totalling 
¤419 million under its refugee crisis response program.

MULTI-REGION
In 2018-2019, Canada, through its core and voluntary 
contributions, supported several multilateral initiatives aimed 
at advancing women’s economic rights and leadership, and 
promoting inclusive markets and entrepreneurship. 

Canada’s support to the World Bank Group contributed to 
sustainable and inclusive economic growth in developing 
countries. For example, in 2018-2019, the International 
Development Association financed projects that helped 
4.41 million farmers adopt improved agricultural technology, 
and the construction or rehabilitation of 12,356 km of roads. 

Canada also partnered with the World Bank on the Women 
Entrepreneurs Finance Initiative (We-Fi) to support women 
entrepreneurs in developing countries. Through its first 
round of funding, We-Fi allocated US$120 million to programs 
and projects implemented by development banks for global, 
regional, and country-specific activities. The initiative aims 
to increase public and private sector support for women 
in business, with a focus on the poorest and most fragile 
environments. 

At the World Bank Group, the International Finance Corporation 
(IFC)-Canada Partnership Funds I & II have helped reduce 
gender inequalities through business environment reforms, 
strengthening women-owned enterprises, and creating 
better employment opportunities for women. In 2018, CIPF 
II supported increased access to non-financial services to 
7,836,000 women entrepreneurs, to address barriers to 
economic growth.

© Nicola Demolli Crivelli, CARE

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/P006542001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/P006542001
https://we-fi.org/
https://we-fi.org/
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With support from Canada and other donors, the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) reached over 
115 million people in rural areas, 51% of whom were 
women. Canada is the eighth-largest donor of the Eleventh 
Replenishment of IFAD (2019-2021), with its $75-million 
contribution. IFAD’s work on inclusive rural finance 
contributed to improving access for over 25 million people  
to rural financial services. In addition, IFAD trained 2.6 million 
people to increase their agricultural productivity through new 
crop and livestock production practices and technologies. 
Through its climate adaptation program, IFAD has supported 
2.63 million smallholder farmers in coping with the effects of 
climate change. 

Canada is a founding donor of the AgResults Initiative, which 
uses an innovative pay-for-results prize competition model 
to incent the private sector to reach smallholder farmers in 
underserved markets. For example, the Nigeria Aflasafe™ 
Challenge Project provided a financial prize that encouraged 
agricultural businesses to promote Aflasafe™, a product that 
helps to cut levels of aflatoxin (a toxin) in grains. In 2018-2019, 
approximately 30,195 Nigerian smallholder farmers chose 
to participate in the project. Farmers that applied Aflasafe™ 
to their crops produced 82,335 metric tons of aflatoxin-free 
maize, which sold at a premium price in local markets. 

Canada’s partnership with the Canadian International 
Resources and Development Institute, an institute created 
by a coalition comprising the University of British Columbia, 
Simon Fraser University, and Polytechnique Montréal, has 
contributed to strengthening developing countries governance 
structures of their natural resource sectors. In 2018-2019, 
more than 2,600 people (1,011 women) were trained in leading 
global practices for gender-responsive and environmentally 
sustainable utilization of extractive sector resources. In July 
2018, a new Master’s program was launched in Senegal to 
enhance the capacity of faculty and students to implement 
leading practices in mine waste management. 

In 2018-2019, Global Affairs Canada created the Expert 
Deployment Mechanism for Trade and Development (EDM), 
a 7-year, $16.5-million development assistance initiative 
designed to maximize the positive impacts of trade and 
investment agreements between Canada and countries 
eligible for ODA. The EDM contributes to poverty reduction 
by deploying technical experts to assist developing 
countries negotiate, implement, adapt to, and benefit from 
their bilateral or regional Free Trade Agreements and 
Foreign Investment Protection Agreements with Canada. 
The EDM aligns technical assistance with the Feminist 
International Assistance Policy and with Canada’s inclusive 
approach to trade. 

Développement International Desjardins (DID) has helped 
micro and small businesses to access funding in the creation 
and development of their businesses in Africa and Latin 
America. In 2018-2019, through establishing entrepreneur 
financial centres and, with Canada’s support, DID granted 
8,198 loans to entrepreneurs, of which more than one third 
were women. 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) provides 
technical assistance to developing countries to build their 
capacity on food safety and animal and plant health. In  
2018-2019, the CFIA assisted countries, including Indonesia, 
the Philippines, Thailand and Ukraine, through activities 
such as information sharing, meetings, seminars, and facility 
tours. These activities contributed toward the development 
and implementation of science- and risk-based sanitary 
and phytosanitary measures. In addition, the CFIA provided 
financial support and technical expertise for webinars 
to address non-compliance issues in food exports from 
developing countries entering Canada. This assistance 
contributed to the sustainable economic development of  
these emerging economies by stimulating food exports  
that meet Canada’s import requirements.

In 2018-2019, Global Affairs Canada and the IDRC 
continued to jointly fund the Canadian International Food 
Security Research Fund (CIFSRF), involving 20 Canadian 
and 40 Southern organizations. From 2010 to 2018, the 
CIFSRF reached 78 million people globally by scaling up 
dozens of the 144 agricultural innovations it generated. 
Women’s economic empowerment featured prominently  
in CIFSRF projects.

https://www.ifad.org/en/
https://www.ifad.org/en/
https://agresults.org/
https://agresults.org/projects/nigeria
https://agresults.org/projects/nigeria
https://cirdi.ca/
https://cirdi.ca/
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D000689001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D000689001
https://www.idrc.ca/en/initiative/canadian-international-food-security-research-fund
https://www.idrc.ca/en/initiative/canadian-international-food-security-research-fund
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The state of the environment around the  
world is deteriorating at an alarming pace. 
Climate change and environmental degradation, 
including more frequent and intense natural 
disasters disasters—such as droughts and 
floods, increasingly scarce freshwater supplies, 
desertification, and land degradation—are 
threatening long-term development gains. More 
than 1 billion people worldwide live in climate 
change hot spots: deltas, semi-arid lands, and 
glacier-dependent basins in Africa and Asia.  
The World Bank estimates that without urgent 
action, climate change impacts could push  
an additional 100 million people into poverty 
by 2030. Many communities, particularly the 
poorest and most vulnerable, are experiencing 
the strongest impacts of these changes. These 
impacts also disproportionately affect women  
and girls, particularly those that depend on  
natural resources for their livelihoods. 

Canada signed the Paris Agreement in 2015. As part of 
its commitments, Canada provides funding to developing 
countries to contribute to the collective goal of US$100 billion 
annually by 2020, including by mobilizing various climate 
finance sources. Canada is delivering on its pledge to provide 
Can$2.65 billion over the 2016-2021 period to support 
developing countries’ transition to low-carbon, climate resilient 
economies. As of April 2019, Canada had announced over 
Can$1.5 billion in funding for specific environmental initiatives 
as part of this pledge. 

ENVIRONMENT AND 
CLIMATE ACTION

ACTION AREA

SDGs supported under the action area 
environment and climate action*

* SDGs are highlighted based on common objectives and 
results. All SDGs have crosscutting interlinkages with 
all of the action areas of Canada’s Feminist International 
Assistance Policy.

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/climatechange/overview
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/paris-agreement.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/canada-international-action/climate-finance.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/canada-international-action/climate-finance.html
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Canada focuses its environment and climate action efforts 
along three main pathways:

•	 strengthening environmental governance and enhancing 
women’s participation in decision making;

•	 investing in low-carbon and climate-resilient economies; 
and

•	 environmental practices that support healthy, resilient, 
adaptive communities.

Learn more about Canada’s approach through its action 
area policy on environment and climate action: https://www.
international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-
enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_environment-
paif_environnement.aspx?lang=eng. For information on Global 
Affairs Canada’s projects in this action area, please see the 
Project Browser. 

ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS  
IN 2018-2019 

In 2018-2019, Canada 
invested $630.39 million 
in international 
assistance, of which 
$630.14 million was 
ODA, in initiatives 
in the action area 
of environment and 
climate action.

Canada supports initiatives that mitigate climate change and 
help developing countries adapt to its environmental and 
socio-economic impacts. Canada also provides support in 
the area of sustainable resource management. Among other 
things,  
these contributions resulted in:

•	 increased abatement of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
by supporting the use of low-carbon energy technologies 
such as wind, solar and geothermal;

•	 the adoption of improved climate-smart agricultural 
practices for smallholder farmers;

•	 the production and conservation of forest resources  
and biodiversity;

•	 increased private finance mobilized toward climate  
action in developing countries;

•	 increased access to green technologies for  
marginalized groups; 

•	 greater capacity of government and communities to 
implement climate change adaptation and mitigation 
measures; and

•	 greater resilience of vulnerable countries and  
communities against climate-related natural disasters.

176 megatons of GHG emissions reduced  
or avoided.10

TOP RECIPIENTS

India - $15.2 million

Bangladesh - $14.7 million

Ethiopia - $12.1 million

Country: Philippines © Jiff Ang, AADC, CARE

10	This result reflects cumulative, expected impacts from pro-rated Global Affairs Canada and Environment and Climate Change Canada programming.

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_environment-paif_environnement.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_environment-paif_environnement.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_environment-paif_environnement.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_environment-paif_environnement.aspx?lang=eng
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/?lang=eng
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SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
Canada supported the transition of developing countries 
to low-carbon, climate-resilient economies and societies, 
including in sub-Saharan Africa. This included ongoing 
contributions to the Africa Renewable Energy Initiative (AREI), 
an Africa-led initiative to help improve access to renewable 
energy services, largely through direct investments in 
renewable infrastructure. Canada is providing $150 million 
to AREI. Canada, with other G7 partners, continued its 
support for efforts to enhance climate risk resilience, notably 
through $40 million to the African Risk Capacity Agency in 
the 2017-2021 period. The initiative aims to support African 
governments to improve their capacity to plan, prepare and 
respond to extreme events and natural disasters. 

Canada also worked in partnership with Canadian civil society 
organizations in the region to promote renewable energy. 
Canada’s partnership with Polytechnique Montréal to establish 
a training centre for West African solar energy technicians 
contributed to developing a cadre of professionally trained 
solar energy practitioners. A total of 275 senior technicians 
and 40 engineers in eight countries were trained and are 
applying their knowledge across the region. The project also 
resulted in the installation of solar-powered health centres 
and other facilities in Burkina Faso, Mali, and Senegal. 
This work has facilitated women’s access to community 
health centres, maternity clinics, and dispensaries carrying 
medicines that require refrigeration, as well as girls’ and boys’ 
access to schools. This includes: in Burkina Faso, providing 
solar power to maternal clinics in six villages (benefiting 
13,305 women and 12,284 men); in Mali, equipping three 
villages with lighting and solar pumping for drinking water; 
and in Senegal, providing two villages with solar household 
kits, benefitting 528,572 men and women. 

Country: Nepal © Lucy Beck, CARE

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/S065678001


58 | Volume 1 of the Report to Parliament on the Government of Canada’s International Assistance 2018-2019 

AMERICAS
Residents of Haiti, Peru, and a number of other Latin 
American and Caribbean countries benefited from Canadian 
support for training programs on environmental issues and 
sustainable agriculture, as well as disaster risk management 
and climate change adaptation.

In Haiti, 3,236 teachers and students participated in 
environmental awareness activities on maintaining a clean  
and healthy environment, including through waste sorting.  
In addition, five financial institutions and more than  
500 farmers were trained on environmental issues. 

In Peru, Canada works with SUCO to help improve the 
economic conditions and prospects of young farmers,  
including women, by providing technical training on sustainable 
agriculture, animal production and entrepreneurship. In 
2018-2019, this partnership helped to train 554 people  
on environmental issues, such as organic vegetable 
production, agro-ecological management of pests and 
diseases, sustainable use of water, and irrigation techniques.  
The total number of people trained since 2015 is 1,310 
(including 1,062 young farmers). 

In the Caribbean, in partnership with the Canadian Red Cross, 
Canada implemented gender-responsive and community-
based strategies and tools for disaster risk management  
and for climate change adaptation. Canada also supported  
the Disaster Risk Management Program and Disaster 
Responsive Fund to help Caribbean residents respond to 
environmental catastrophes.

The Inter-American Development Bank managed the 
Canadian Climate Fund for the Private Sector in the Americas 
(C2F), which aims to catalyze private sector investments in 
climate mitigation or adaptation projects across the region to 
help countries reduce their carbon footprint and adapt to the 
adverse impacts of climate change. It focuses on renewable 
energy, energy efficiency, biofuels, sustainable agriculture, 
forestry and land use, and adaptation. In 2018 alone, Canadian 
and other co-investor contributions to C2F projects supported 
the abatement of over 560,000 metric tons of CO2 equivalent 
(CO2e) and the production of around 930,000 MWh of 
renewable energy. In 2018-2019, Canada also committed 
$223.5 million for the second phase of the fund, which will 
cover the 2018-2044 period. The fund is building on the 
success of its first phase and will continue to pilot innovative 
ways of integrating gender equality considerations in private  
sector projects.

ASIA-PACIFIC
Climate events are likely to have an increasing impact on 
human health, security, livelihoods and poverty, with the type 
and magnitude of impact varying widely across Asia and the 
Pacific islands. In 2018-2019, Canada remained committed 
to assisting vulnerable communities in adapting to and 
mitigating the effects of climate change, as well as integrating 
environmental sustainability elements into new and existing 
projects in the Asia-Pacific region.

Through its close collaboration on climate change with the 
ADB, Canada contributes to fostering low-carbon and resilient 
economies in the region. For example, the ADB’s Canadian 
Climate Fund for the Private Sector in Asia supports private 
sector projects that help Asian and Pacific countries reduce 
their carbon footprint and adapt to the adverse impacts of 
climate change. Results achieved as of June 2019 include 
six concessional finance projects for renewable energy 
initiatives that are expected to install a total of 981 MW of 
renewable energy generation capacity, leading to 2 million 
metric tons of CO2e emission reductions per year. In 2016-2017, 
Canada also committed to contributing $200 million for the 
second phase, ADB’s Canadian Climate Fund for the Private 
Sector in Asia II. Results achieved as of December 2018 include 
three concessional finance projects that are expected to install 
a total of 162 MW of renewable energy, leading to the reduction 
of 4.1 million metric tons of CO2e emissions per year. 

Another ADB-led project, Climate Change and Disaster 
Resilience in Myanmar, launched the Myanmar Unified 
platform for Disaster Risk Application, a one-stop portal  
used by government agencies to collaborate, share and apply 
disaster risk information for decision-making purposes. 

In Afghanistan, where climate change is greatly affecting 
livelihoods, Canadian funding implemented by the Aga Khan 
Foundation Canada supported the installation of solar panels 
at the Bamyan Hospital. The panels create more than 50%  
of the hospital’s energy needs, reducing its reliance on  
diesel-powered generators.

Canada’s $10-million Integrated Disaster Risk Management 
(IDRM) Fund for ASEAN is managed by the ADB. In 
2018-2019, the IDRM Fund helped develop and implement 
innovative regional solutions to reduce the impact of disasters 
on vulnerable populations, and support sustainable economic 
growth across the ASEAN region. The IDRM Fund also 
contributes to ASEAN’s disaster risk management efforts by 
supporting the ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management 
and Emergency Response.

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D000959001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/A021378002
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/A021378002
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/m013850002
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/m013850002
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D003678001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D003678001
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Building resilience to climate change

Rising temperatures, variable monsoon patterns, and a host of other factors make northern Pakistan extremely vulnerable to 
climate change. Water is a scarce resource, but more than 1 billion people in the greater South Asia region depend on it for their 
livelihoods. With the support of Canada’s International Development Research Centre and the U.K.’s Department for International 
Development, the Collaborative Adaptation Research Initiative in Africa and Asia supports the resilience of vulnerable populations 
and their livelihoods. 

Asif Jehengir cleans a solar-powered water pump system that helps farmers irrigate their fields. This is one of the adaptation 
measures piloted in northern Pakistan that introduces local farmers to climate-smart agricultural practices that improve water 
management. In addition to switching from diesel fuel to solar-powered pumps, a suite of techniques such as drip irrigation and 
multi-cropping was adopted. The adaptation measures improved crop productivity and the government is now expanding this 
initiative in Pakistan to reach 30,000 farmers.

Country: Pakistan © Tom Pilston, IDRC 

https://www.idrc.ca/en/initiative/collaborative-adaptation-research-initiative-africa-and-asia
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MULTI-REGION
Canada supported a number of important activities and 
investments through its core and voluntary contributions to 
multilateral organizations, including international financial 
institutions. For example, Canada established itself as a 
leading donor to the Global Environment Facility (GEF), 
which supports activities in developing countries related 
to biodiversity, chemicals and waste, climate change, 
international waters, and land degradation. In 2018-2019, 
Canada’s support to the GEF totalled $54.75 million. Results 
for the GEF’s 6th replenishment as of June 2019 include 
the improved management of 511.5 million hectares of 
landscapes and seascapes for biodiversity conservation, 
and the mitigation of 1,280 million metric tons of CO2e. In 
addition, Canada continued to engage on governance, policy, 
and programming issues at the GEF, including by advocating 
for improved gender equality mainstreaming across projects, 
enhanced engagement with the private sector, and a more 
robust results and monitoring framework.

Through its seat on the board of directors, Canada is a  
highly active donor to the Green Climate Fund (GCF),  
which supports low-emission, climate-resilient development 
pathways in developing countries. Canada disbursed  
Can$132 million in 2018-2019, bringing its total support to the 
GCF to Can$300 million. As of March 2019, the GCF had 
approved US$5 billion for 102 mitigation and adaptation 
projects in 97 developing countries, which in turn has 
leveraged US$12.2 billion of additional public and private 
sector project finance. That’s an average leverage ratio 
of US$2.50for every dollar of GCF finance. Canada’s 
contributions, along with those of other donors and investors, 
support investments that are expected to avoid 1.5 billion 
metric tons of CO2e and increase the resilience of 273 million 
people. For example, the Universal Green Energy Access 
Program in sub-Saharan Africa will increase universal access 
to electricity by scaling up investments in renewable energy. 

The World Bank Group institutions, in which Canada is a 
shareholder, play an important role in global efforts to support 
sustainable management of natural resources and develop 
clean energy sources and infrastructure in developing 
countries. For example, in 2018-2019, the International 
Development Association financed projects supporting  
the generation capacity of 6 GW of renewable energy.

Canada also had ongoing programming through the 
Canada Climate Change Program, which is managed by the 
International Finance Corporation, another WBG institution. 
The Program enabled climate change investments in 
renewable energy, sustainable energy lending, energy 
efficiency improvements, and other innovative, low-carbon 
projects in developing markets. Canada and other co-
investors committed US$266.7 million to 26 investment 
projects and 20 advisory services projects in more than 
30 countries as of June 30, 2018, the end of the investment 
period. Expected results from these projects include the 
direct abatement of 572,000 metric tons of CO2e per year, 
which will reach 1,100,000 metric tons of CO2e once all 
projects are being implemented, and the installation of almost 
400 MW of new renewable energy generation capacity from 
wind, solar, hydropower and biomass sources. In 2018, 
Canada also announced a Can$250-million commitment 
for the IFC’s Blended Climate Finance Program to continue 
mobilizing private sector capital for global climate action. 

Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) provides 
technical cooperation and capacity building to developing 
countries to improve disaster preparedness, facilitate the use 
of environmentally safe products and equipment, enhance 
the development and deployment of environmentally sound 
technologies, and support climate change adaptation and 
mitigation. For example, ECCC supports the Climate and 
Clean Air Coalition, a multi-stakeholder coalition that works 
to reduce emissions of short-lived climate pollutants (SLCPs) 
in order to mitigate climate change and improve air quality. 
Reducing emissions of SLCPs is critical to avoid the most 
dangerous and severe impacts of climate change. 

Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada 
is Canada’s official representative at the International 
Telecommunication Union, the lead UN agency for 
telecommunications and ICT. In 2018, the ITU completed 
disaster preparedness systems in Zambia, featuring two 
early-warning systems on flooding and mudslides. The 
ITU also strengthened the ability of countries like Papua 
New Guinea and Tonga, which were struck by disasters 
in 2018, to coordinate disaster relief efforts and cope with 
the immediate effects of disasters by providing emergency 
telecommunication equipment. 

https://www.thegef.org/
https://www.greenclimate.fund/
https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/topics_ext_content/ifc_external_corporate_site/climate+business/blendedfinance_ifccanada
https://ifcextapps.ifc.org/IFCExt/Pressroom/IFCPressRoom.nsf/0/A2AA9E812F179478852582BA006CEA26
https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/CORP_EXT_Content/IFC_External_Corporate_Site/Solutions/Products+and+Services/Blended-Finance
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/international-affairs/partnerships-organizations/climate-clean-air-coalition.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/international-affairs/partnerships-organizations/climate-clean-air-coalition.html
https://www.itu.int/en/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/Pages/default.aspx
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Support to enhance measurement, reporting and verification with the Pacific Alliance

A key challenge in the global response to climate change is addressing the rapid increase of greenhouse gas emissions 
throughout the developing world. By strengthening their capacity for measurement, reporting, and verification (MRV) of GHG 
emissions, developing countries can gain the clear picture of emission sources and trends needed to design effective mitigation 
policies, such as carbon pricing, to implement their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs). Environment and Climate Change 
Canada advances this work by supporting a working group of the Pacific Alliance to cooperate on climate MRV. This working 
group familiarizes Pacific Alliance countries with the scope and nature of each other’s climate MRV systems, identifies common 
challenges, and pursues alignment between climate MRV systems. In March 2019, ECCC supported a two-day workshop in 
Mexico City, where the working group explored how project-level MRV underpins effective market-based instruments that enable 
countries to mitigate emissions, achieve their NDCs, and benefit from associated technology transfer. Through this support, 
countries have defined a two-year work plan to achieve consensus on common MRV standards to facilitate potential regional 
carbon market linkages in the future. 

In 2018-2019, Statistics Canada participated in workshops 
aimed at improving participants’ knowledge of the System 
of Environmental Economic Accounting, an innovative 
international standard developed by the UN to count 
environmental assets as part of countries’ economy. A 
workshop for the Latin America and the Caribbean region 
focused on Experimental Ecosystem Accounting. Another 
workshop, held in the United Kingdom, aimed to develop 

a set of sustainable development indicators to support the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature’s Post-2020 
Global Biodiversity Framework. In addition, a workshop 
organized under the auspices of the United Nations in 
Thailand aimed to facilitate a community of practice in the 
Asia-Pacific region around standards for environmental and 
economic statistics for oceans. 

Country: Mexico © Scott Mueller

https://seea.un.org/
https://seea.un.org/
https://www.iucn.org/theme/global-policy/our-work/convention-biological-diversity-cbd/post-2020-global-biodiversity-framework
https://www.iucn.org/theme/global-policy/our-work/convention-biological-diversity-cbd/post-2020-global-biodiversity-framework
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Inclusive governance is considered fundamental to 
long-term sustainable development. Governance 
pertains to how power is exercised and resources 
are allocated among different groups in society. It 
affects how states manage complex challenges, 
such as inequality, migration, urbanization, 
violence, natural resources, and climate change. 
A focus on inclusion enables countries to unlock 
the potential of their diverse populations while 
contributing to the Agenda 2030 commitment to 
leave no one behind, and, more specifically, to SDG 
16. Governance is inclusive when it effectively 
serves and engages all groups of people; takes 
into account gender and other facets of personal 
identity; and when institutions, policies, processes, 
and services are accessible, accountable, and 
responsive to all members of society. 

Canada focuses its inclusive governance efforts on:

•	 promoting and protecting human rights;

•	 increasing equitable access to a functioning justice system;

•	 enhancing participation in public life; and

•	 ensuring that public services work for everyone.

Learn more about Canada’s approach through its 
inclusive governance action area policy: https://www.
international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-
enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_inclusive_
governance-paif_gouvernance_inclusive.aspx?lang=eng.  
For information on Global Affairs Canada’s projects in this 
action area, please see the Project Browser.

INCLUSIVE GOVERNANCE

ACTION AREA

SDGs supported under the inclusive 
governance action area*

* SDGs are highlighted based on common objectives and 
results. All SDGs have crosscutting interlinkages with 
all of the action areas of Canada’s Feminist International 
Assistance Policy.

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_inclusive_governance-paif_gouvernance_inclusive.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_inclusive_governance-paif_gouvernance_inclusive.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_inclusive_governance-paif_gouvernance_inclusive.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_inclusive_governance-paif_gouvernance_inclusive.aspx?lang=eng
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/?lang=eng
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ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS  
IN 2018-2019

In 2018-2019, 
Canada invested 
$442.56 million in 
international assistance, 
of which $437.17 million 
was ODA, in initiatives 
in the inclusive 
governance action area.

Canada supports 
inclusive governance 

in concrete and multi-faceted ways. Engaging in capacity 
building of public institutions is a central piece of Canada’s 
approach. This includes strengthening local legal and law-
enforcement systems, democratic and electoral institutions, 
and other services. Canada also supported legislative, regulatory 
and policy reforms that aimed at enhancing human rights 
protections, improving legal, electoral and fiscal systems, and 
reinforcing public services such as statistical capacities and 
audit mechanisms. Canada’s investments also reached local 
populations and civil society organizations. Projects supported 
civic education initiatives to reinforce knowledge and awareness 

of human rights, political participation and legal recourse, 
especially among women and marginalized communities.

Among other things, these contributions have resulted in:

•	 improved capacities of state and non-state actors to protect 
and promote human rights;

•	 increased access to legal recourse and  
to the justice system; 

•	 reduced barriers to all people’s equal and effective 
participation in all forms of public life, including politics; 

•	 strengthened local democratic institutions; 

•	 strengthened efforts against corruption and impunity; and

•	 improved public financial management and service delivery 
by partner country institutions.

18,035,845 people were reached by projects 
that support women’s leadership in governance.11

5,609 civil society organizations that advocate 
for human rights and/or inclusive governance 
were supported.12 

TOP RECIPIENTS

Afghanistan – $55.2 million

Colombia – $31.0 million

Ukraine – $27.6 million

11	 This result presents cumulative data from 35 Global Affairs Canada projects. Data includes results from the start of project implementation up until March 31, 2019.  
The implementation start dates vary from project to project.

12	 This result presents cumulative data from 46 Global Affairs Canada projects. Data includes results from the start of project implementation up until March 31, 2019. 
The implementation start dates vary from project to project.

Country: Rwanda © CARE
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SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
Through both advocacy and programming tools, Canada 
is committed to assist sub-Saharan countries and local 
organizations, including the African Union, to strengthen 
democratic institutions, improve governance, and advance 
human rights. This includes efforts to strengthen the 
capacity of electoral bodies and enhance all citizens’ political 
participation and leadership. Canada also engages bilaterally 
and multilaterally to promote and protect human rights in  
the region.

Canada continues to support efforts to strengthen civic 
responsibility and public participation in democratic life, 
including increasing the political participation of women and 
youth to help build a more inclusive and accountable political 
environment. For example, through Development and Peace’s 
Support for Civic and Electoral Education project in the DRC, 
over 8 million people participated in more than 450,000 group 
discussions as part of civic and electoral education campaigns 
focused on the key principles of democratic and credible 
elections. More than 10,000 of the project’s facilitators 
received additional training as election observers. They were 
deployed to polling stations across the country as part of a 
national electoral observation mission in December 2018. In 

addition, Canada supported the United Nations Development 
Programme to help 196 women be accredited as electoral 
observers for 10 DRC provinces and receive training on how 
to mitigate and mediate electoral violence and conflicts.

The United Nations Development Programme also supported 
the 2015-2018 electoral cycle in Liberia, including four 
by-elections in 2018. With support from Canada and other 
donors, the Liberian national elections commission initiated 
processes that led to a number of electoral reforms. 

Canada is also working to improve access to justice, 
particularly for women, across developing countries. In 
Burundi and the DRC, TRIAL International provided legal 
assistance to 446 victims of human rights violations. In 
addition, 91 Burundian and Congolese lawyers were trained 
on the documentation and presentation of cases involving 
international crimes and grave human rights violations, with a 
particular focus on SGBV crimes. Lawyers Without Borders 
Canada also undertook a mapping exercise in conjunction 
with the University of Laval to document human rights 
violations, including SGBV crimes, which have occurred in 
Mali since 1960. This tool will be used to plan investigations 
and public reconciliation events and meetings for the DRC’s 
truth, justice, and reconciliation commission.

Txeka-lá: A successful story in Mozambique

Carmen Daniel dos Prazeres, a 21-year-old university student in Inhambane, Mozambique, was 1 of 70 students trained on 
citizenship, democracy, and human rights through the Txeka-lá Municipal Election 2018 project, implemented through Global 
Affairs Canada’s Canada Fund for Local Initiatives. 

Txeka-lá is an online platform aimed at giving voice to Mozambican 
citizens during the electoral process. After this training, Carmen 
realized the significant role she can play as a citizen and the 
importance of being a more active member of society.

“I used to believe that exercising citizenship was synonymous 
with belonging to a political party,” said Carmen. “But after the 
training, I understand that citizenship is not only about political 
parties, but it is a right enshrined in the Mozambican constitution 
that I should exercise.”

Since the training, Carmen has been very politically active. 
During the 2018 local elections, she was a citizen observer, 
sharing several videos, photographs, and interviews about 
the local elections on the Txeka-lá online platform. Since then, 
Carmen has become an important focal point for the platform  
in Inhambane, mobilizing other young women to join the team. 
She continues to produce videos and photos with the android 
phone she received from the project. As a citizen journalist,  
she gives a voice to anonymous citizens through the Txeka-lá 
online platform.

Country: Mozambique © Olho do Cidadão

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D000825001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/P006400001
https://trialinternational.org/
https://www.asfcanada.ca/en/
https://www.asfcanada.ca/en/
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AMERICAS
In 2018-2019, Canada funded inclusive governance projects 
in Honduras and Haiti that helped curtail corruption and 
impunity, while advancing human rights and gender equality.

In Honduras, work was done to strengthen local institutions 
to identify corruption networks and bring people to justice. 
Canada’s support helped to increase the country’s capacity 
to investigate and prosecute organized crime structures, 
develop legal reforms, and generate public support to reduce 
corruption and impunity. Nine high-profile corruption network 
cases resulted in charges laid against 38 high-level officials for 
embezzling public funds destined to support poor rural families. 

Also in Honduras, Canada’s support to the Justice, 
Governance and Fight against Impunity project helped to train 
113 judicial system personnel to handle criminal cases against 
human rights defenders. The project also helped to promote 
and protect human rights with state and non-state actors.

In Haiti, Canada contributed to efforts to build capacities 
to enable efficient planning and governance. Canada also 
supported the creation of policies on sexual harassment and 
gender equality in the workplace. Further, Canada supported 
efforts to build the capacity of lawyers in Haiti to defend 
human rights, and provided specialized technical assistance 
(adapted to Haitian legislation) to develop a national law on 
sexual and gender-based violence.

Supporting LGBTQ2+ migrants from  
Venezuela in Ecuador

With the crisis in Venezuela, Ecuador is hosting a growing 
number of Venezuelan migrants. Within this vulnerable 
community, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, 
two-spirit and other (LGBTQ2+) migrants experience 
intersecting oppression based on their sexual identity 
and migrant status. As a result, they often lack safe and 
inclusive spaces, and many face urgent needs for health 
care and medication. 

In November 2018, Danilo Manzano, a dynamic young 
LGBTQ2+ activist, established Dialogo Diverso, a 
community organization to help LGBTQ2+ migrants to 
access services and support networks in Quito. Through 
the Canada Fund for Local Initiatives, Dialogo Diverso 
started My Home Away from Home (Mi Casa Fuera de 
Casa), the first gathering place and reference centre for 
LGBTQ2+ migrants to access services and link up with 
local support networks. Dialogo Diverso also compiled a 
report on the lived experience of LGBTQ2+ migrants in 
Venezuela and established a guide for service providers. 
Through these resources, training is provided to public 
agencies on how to deliver more responsive, targeted 
support to LGBTQ2+ migrants. With Canada’s support, 
Dialogo Diverso helped over 500 LGBTQ2+ individuals and 
their families, and shared experiences and best practices 
with like-minded organizations beyond Ecuador, in Chile, 
Colombia and Peru.

Country: Ecuador © Maria Lorena Pasquel, Global Affairs Canada

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D003772001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D003772001
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ASIA-PACIFIC
In Asia-Pacific, programming in inclusive governance 
focused in large part on supporting credible and transparent 
electoral processes, protecting the rights of marginalized 
and vulnerable communities, civil society engagement, and 
greater participation of women in governance. For example, 
in Indonesia, Canada’s support for civil society and technical 
assistance to Indonesia’s General Elections Commission 
assisted in successfully conducting credible general elections 
in April 2019.

In its efforts to improve protection of migrant workers, 
Canada also helped harmonize labour migration governance 
frameworks in the ASEAN region and offered capacity 
building to regional bodies to meaningfully contribute to  
the national and regional migration dialogue. 

EASTERN EUROPE, MIDDLE 
EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
In Ukraine, Iraq, Jordan, the West Bank and Gaza, and Tunisia, 
Canada promoted inclusive governance and participation in 
elections, and supported the establishment of institutions and 
laws to reduce corruption.

Canada continued to support eight reform support offices 
and helped establish two new reform teams within 
the Government of Ukraine. This helped to streamline 
customs clearance, which reduced clearance time from 
26 to 6 hours. Canada also helped launch a new e-Health 
system, enabling the registration of over 22 million patients 
and 24,000 doctors. Canada strengthened the technical 
implementation of ProZorro, a public procurement system, 
in nine cities, increasing their cumulative revenues by 
$350,000. In the justice sector, Canada supported training 
for judges and legal professionals, supported human rights 
activities, and helped establish 535 legal aid centres. These 
and other measures contributed to an increase in public trust 
in the court system from 5% in 2015 to 16% in 2018. Canada 
also deployed 232 election observers and eight Canadian 
parliamentarians for the first round of Ukraine’s presidential 
elections, on March 31, 2019.

Canada supported the Government of Iraq in preparing and 
drafting a revised Public Financial Management Law. The 
Law, passed by the Iraqi parliament in May 2019, supports 
a framework for a more comprehensive budgeting and 
decentralization process. 

In the West Bank and Gaza, construction of courthouse 
infrastructure is under way to improve Palestinians’ access 
to justice. The project also promotes efficient use of these 
facilities through advancements in courthouse planning and 
design, facilities management, and court administration.

In 2018-2019, Canada supported the first municipal elections 
in Tunisia and contributed to improved integrity of the 
electoral process. The meaningful participation of all citizens 
was promoted by providing tailored approaches to rural  
areas with higher illiteracy rates to ensure women had  
equal opportunities to participate in the electoral process.
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MULTI-REGION
Canada supported a number of important activities and 
investments through its core and voluntary contributions to 
multilateral organizations. For example, Canada established 
itself as a leading donor to the Forum of Federations, an 
organization that strengthens inclusive and accountable 
governance by promoting federalism. In 2018-2019, Canada 
signed a five-year, $2.5 million agreement to support the 
Forum’s efforts to strengthen inclusive and responsive 
governance in federal and decentralized countries. The Forum 
works to develop capacities for democratic governance by 
convening dialogue among diverse stakeholders’ efforts 
to build peace, and fostering stronger and more balanced 
development that benefits all.

International Monetary Fund (IMF) capacity development 
efforts are geared toward promoting sound domestic economic 
governance in member countries. From improved legal 
frameworks and public financial management to the collection 
of gender-disaggregated data, IMF technical assistance and 
training help members tackle their development priorities 
and strengthen their domestic institutions to implement more 
effective policies, and deliver greater economic inclusion and 
stability for their people. In 2018-2019, Canada maintained 
its historically strong support for IMF capacity development 
activities through contributions totalling US$19.2 million. Over 
the IMF’s 2018-2019 fiscal year,13 it spent US$306 million  
on direct country capacity development activities (48% of 
which was delivered to low-income developing countries)  
and delivered 457 training events to 16,950 officials across 
188 member countries (30% in sub-Saharan Africa and 22% 
in fragile states). 

With Canada’s support, the Ralph Bunche Institute addressed 
human rights violations against women and others 
experiencing discrimination based on sexual orientation 
and gender identity. Stakeholder workshops in Argentina, 
Tunisia and Uruguay enabled information and capacity 
exchanges along with collaboration between specialized 
UN officials and stakeholders from these communities. These 
exchanges provided invaluable research material, improved 
understanding, and strengthened responses to harmful 
practices. This also helped to inform the report of the 
UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief.

Through the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, Canada supported the Human Rights 
Up Front initiative, which seeks to prevent or respond to 
large-scale violations of human rights and international 
humanitarian law. Through improved early warnings, shared 
analysis, and better coordination and capacity to engage and 
respond, the initiative is designed to entrench human rights  
as a system-wide responsibility across the UN.

The 10-year Think Tank Initiative (TTI) is a $200-million 
partnership between Canada’s IDRC, the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, the U.K. Department for International 
Development, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, 
the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation, 
and the Netherlands Directorate-General for International 
Cooperation. TTI helped 43 think tanks in 20 countries  
engage in long-term planning, establish research 
priorities, strengthen capacity for policy engagement and 
communication, and pursue timely and relevant research. 
TTI’s support helped local think tanks provide evidence-
based research that strengthened public understanding of 
party electoral platforms in Ecuador, Guatemala, and Peru. 
TTI support also facilitated international collaborative work 
between think tanks. The most notable example is Southern 
Voice, a network of 49 think tanks (including all 43 supported 
by TTI) that serves as a platform to address the deficit of 
Southern research and participation in the global dialogue  
on the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. 

Employment and Social Development Canada, through its 
Labour Program, contributes to capacity-building activities 
with partner countries to improve enforcement of labour  
laws and respect for internationally recognized labour  
rights. ESDC supported new projects in Jordan, Mexico  
and Colombia, in addition to ongoing projects in Peru 
and Ukraine. Specifically, Canada supported efforts to 
institutionalize collective bargaining in the garment sector  
in Jordan; freedom of association in the export sector in 
Mexico; and the capacity of Colombia’s Ministry of Labour  
by modernizing its registration system of agreements 
between employers and workers, to meet commitments  
made under the Action Plan of the Canada-Colombia 
Agreement on Labour Cooperation.

13	 Unless otherwise stated, all reporting on IMF activities and Canadian engagement thereat covers the period of May 1, 2018 to April 30, 2019.

http://www.forumfed.org/
https://www.idrc.ca/en/initiative/think-tank-initiative
http://southernvoice.org/
http://southernvoice.org/
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The Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) promotes inclusive 
governance practices, including gender equality and 
diversity in tax systems, while supporting domestic resource 
mobilization. In 2018-2019, the CRA hosted study visits from 
foreign tax administrations, and participated in international 
forums. For example, the CRA provided technical assistance 
to the Government of Benin as part of a Global Affairs 
Canada-funded project, which resulted in better public 
financial management and more funding opportunities 
for public services that benefit all citizens. The CRA also 
continued to develop the Knowledge Sharing Platform for 
Tax Administrations (KSPTA), a global online platform that 
supports tax capacity-building efforts in developing countries, 

including through a best practices library and a new e-learning 
component. Overall, the total number of KSPTA users has 
nearly doubled every year and continues to grow, with a higher 
proportion of women registering for e-learning courses.

Lastly, under IRCC’s Migration Policy Development Program, 
Canada funds the IRCC’s participation in key international 
migration forums and projects related to policy development, 
research, and capacity building in the field of migration.  
In 2018-2019, the Program supported 13 projects in 
partnership with the International Organization for Migration, 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,  
Talent Beyond Boundaries and the International Catholic 
Migration Commission.

Country: Iraq © Avin Ahmed, Public Development Organization

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/A035106001
https://www.iom.int/
https://www.unhcr.org/
https://talentbeyondboundaries.org/
https://www.icmc.net/
https://www.icmc.net/
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Violent conflict and insecurity have widespread, 
deep and lasting effects. Continued international 
support is needed to establish and maintain peace 
and security, both for the safety of citizens and as a 
precondition for sustainable development. The 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development underscores 
that “there can be no sustainable development 
without peace, and no peace without sustainable 
development.” This is reflected in SDG 16, which 
aims to “promote peaceful and inclusive societies 
for sustainable development, provide access to 
justice for all and build effective, accountable and 
inclusive institutions at all levels.” Peace, inclusive 
governance, and justice are development enablers 
and development outcomes.

Canada has a long history of contributing to peace, security 
and stability through its international assistance. Canada’s 
Feminist Foreign Policy and Feminist International Assistance 
Policy guide Canada’s engagement on SDG 16 internationally 
and in its pursuit of gender-responsive and integrated 
responses to global peace and security challenges. Canada 
supports sustainable peace and security by addressing the 
long-term, systemic drivers of conflict and insecurity, as  
well as the immediate challenges facing peace and stability. 

Canada also helps address the immediate drivers and 
consequences of violent conflict and insecurity, particularly 
through Global Affairs Canada’s dedicated programs:  
Peace and Stabilization Operations, Anti-Crime Capacity 
Building, Counter-Terrorism Capacity Building, and Weapons 
Threat Reduction.

PEACE AND SECURITY

ACTION AREA

SDGs supported under the peace and 
security action area*

* SDGs are highlighted based on common objectives and 
results. All SDGs have crosscutting interlinkages with 
all of the action areas of Canada’s Feminist International 
Assistance Policy.

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/response_conflict-reponse_conflits/psop.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/peace_security-paix_securite/capacity_building-renforcement_capacites.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.26884413.1279871054.1571761670-400664295.1568036935
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/peace_security-paix_securite/capacity_building-renforcement_capacites.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.26884413.1279871054.1571761670-400664295.1568036935
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/peace_security-paix_securite/capacity_building-renforcement_capacites.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.26884413.1279871054.1571761670-400664295.1568036935
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/peace_security-paix_securite/wmd-adm/program-programme.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/peace_security-paix_securite/wmd-adm/program-programme.aspx?lang=eng
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In its work in the peace and security action area, Canada 
focuses on:

•	 supporting inclusive and gender-responsive violent-conflict 
prevention, crisis response, and sustainable peace in fragile 
and conflict-affected states; 

•	 supporting gender-responsive security threat reduction 
and security system reform; and

•	 improving multilateral management of peace and  
security challenges.

Learn more about Canada’s approach through its peace and 
security action area policy: https://www.international.gc.ca/
world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/
priorities-priorites/fiap_peace_security-paif_paix_securite.
aspx?lang=eng. For information on Global Affairs Canada’s 
projects in this action area, please see the Project Browser.

ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS  
IN 2018-2019 

In 2018-2019,  
Canada invested 
$314.07 million in 
international assistance, 
of which $160.55 million 
was ODA, in initiatives 
in the peace and 
security action area.14 

In 2018-2019, the 
Peace and Stabilization 

Operations Program (PSOPs) disbursed $168 million in fragile 
and conflict-affected states, targeting key areas of intervention 
such as peace operations, conflict prevention, mediation, 
and peacebuilding; inclusion, diversity, and human rights; 
protection of civilians; and women, peace and security. These 
efforts supported peace and security in many parts of the 
world including Afghanistan, Colombia, Haiti, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Mali and the Sahel region, Myanmar, South Sudan, Syria, 
Ukraine, and the West Bank and Gaza. 

PSOPs activities included increasing meaningful participation 
of women in peace operations, working in at-risk communities 
to re-establish trust between communities and police, 
facilitating conflict resolution in specific conflict regions to 
ensure respect of ceasefires and peace agreements, and 

preventing children’s engagement in violence. PSOPs also 
supports transformative changes pertaining to how political, 
economic, and social power are negotiated, shared, and used 
by different actors in fragile and conflict-affected states.

In 2018-2019, the Anti-Crime and the Counter-Terrorism 
Capacity Building programs (ACCBP and CTCBP) disbursed 
$15 million and $28 million, respectively, in international 
assistance toward capacity-building initiatives in the 
Americas, Africa, the Middle East and Southeast Asia. Both 
programs conducted activities that enhanced the capacities 
of beneficiary states to address their trans-national or violent 
extremism security challenges through:

•	 strengthening the effectiveness of security institutions and 
local security and intelligence authorities; 

•	 improving the suitability and application of legal instruments 
and the judiciary; and 

•	 improving local policies, frameworks, and human and 
technological control systems.

The ACCBP primarily supported capacity-building initiatives 
in Mexico, Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as in 
Southeast Asia. Its primary aim was to assist countries in 
mitigating the impact and reach of trans-national criminal 
enterprises. Projects increased countries’ abilities to prevent, 
detect, disrupt, and reduce the harm of illicit drug trade, 
cybercrime, human trafficking, human smuggling, money 
laundering, and the proceeds of crime. Beneficiary states 
have reported that these efforts resulted in the seizure 
of drugs and their precursors, the disruption of human 
trafficking ventures, and an improved success rate in 
prosecuting members of trans-national criminal organizations.

In Africa, the Middle East and Southeast Asia, the CTCBP 
focused its programing on strengthening the capabilities of 
law enforcement, the justice system, the security sector, and 
military intelligence to counter violent extremism. Additional 
assistance was provided where required to reduce the 
financing of terrorism, to counter terrorist narratives, and 
to strengthen border management. All activities under the 
ACCBP and the CTCBP were informed by strong gender 
analysis, strengthened respect for human rights, and met 
international norms, standards and best practices.

In 2018-2019, the Weapons Threat Reduction Program 
(WTRP) disbursed $71 million globally to prevent terrorists 
and “states of proliferation concern” from acquiring and using 
weapons and materials of mass destruction. As Canada’s 
flagship contribution to the G7-led Global Partnership Against 
the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction, 

TOP RECIPIENTS

Afghanistan – $29.2 million

Mali – $15.6 million

Iraq – $14.5 million

14	 Activities under the Anti-Crime Capacity Building Program, the Counter-Terrorism Capacity Building Program, and the Weapons Threat Reduction Program are not counted 
as official development assistance. A portion of the Peace and Stabilization Operations Program is also not ODA.

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_peace_security-paif_paix_securite.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_peace_security-paif_paix_securite.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_peace_security-paif_paix_securite.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_peace_security-paif_paix_securite.aspx?lang=eng
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/?lang=eng
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the WTRP has contributed more than $1.4 billion since 
2002 to address nuclear and radiological security, biological 
security, chemical weapons threat reduction and support for 
the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1540. 
The WTRP has also integrated gender-responsive elements 
into over 40% of its projects for 2018-2019, ensuring that its 
programming is more sustainable, inclusive and adapted to 
local contexts, and reflects Canada’s commitments toward 
gender equality.

In the second implementation year of Canada’s National 
Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security, Canada worked 
to mobilize support for women as active agents of peace, 
address sexual and gender-based violence in conflict, 
promote women’s and girls’ rights and gender equality in 
fragile and conflict-affected settings, and ensure our peace 
and security interventions are gender responsive.

These different programs and activities have resulted, among 
other things, in:

•	 increased capacities of peacekeepers and peacekeeping 
missions, including to address gender issues;

•	 increased capacities of local partners and populations to 
prevent and stabilize conflict situations; 

•	 more effective, accountable and gender-sensitive policing, 
judicial and corrections institutions; and

•	 increased peace and security in countries and regions 
where Canada engages.

165,818 peacekeepers were trained through 
deployments and projects to prevent and 
respond to sexual exploitation and abuse.15

Country: Iraq © Emily Kinskey, CARE

15	 This result presents cumulative data from 5 Global Affairs Canada projects and 2 policy deployments. Data includes results from the start of project implementation up until 
March 31, 2019. The implementation start dates vary from project to project.

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/women_peace_security-femmes_paix_securite.aspx?lang=eng
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SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
Canada supported peace and security in sub-Saharan 
Africa through security and development programming, 
military engagement, and diplomacy. Canada’s international 
assistance in sub-Saharan Africa helped to advance a 
number of priorities, including promoting the WPS agenda, 
minimizing the spread and impact of violent extremism, and 
preventing the use and recruitment of child soldiers through 
implementing the Vancouver Principles. 

For example, through the Justice, Prevention and 
Reconciliation (JUPREC) project in Mali, Canada supports 
women’s participation in reconciliation and conflict prevention 
efforts. In 2018-2019, community peace committees, 
including women’s associations, were engaged in activities 
related to peace and social dialogue, conflict prevention 
and management, involving 466 women in leadership and 
reaching nearly 2,000 women through awareness activities. 
The project also promotes the rights of women and girls 
afflicted in these areas by facilitating their access to justice.  
In 2018-2019, legal aid services were offered to 1,414 people, 
of whom 86% were women victims of sexual and gender-
based violence.

Counter-terrorism programming initiatives focused on 
increasing the capacities of law enforcement, judicial, border, 
military, and intelligence services across the Sahel, in addition 
to efforts to combat terrorist financing. In response to the 
identified challenge of prosecuting terrorism-related offences, 
substantial efforts were put toward strengthening the judicial 
system. Judges and prosecutors from across the Sahel and 
who specialize in such cases were brought together with 
external supreme court-level judges to share good practices, 
compare experiences, and receive specialized training. This 
resulted in an increase in successful prosecutions across 
the region. CTCBP programming in West Africa also included 
building capacity at the practitioner level through training 
trial judges who handle terrorism cases, and providing them 
with a forum for sharing best practices in the adjudication of 
terrorist cases.

To address serious proliferation threats resulting from 
the Ebola outbreaks in West Africa (2014-2015) and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (2018-2019), Canada, through 
the WTRP, is strengthening capabilities in Africa to prevent, 
detect and respond to outbreaks of infectious diseases, 
whether naturally occurring, accidental or deliberate (such 
as bioterrorism).

AMERICAS
Given the complexity of transnational organized crime 
in the Americas, states in the region are faced with 
the growing challenge of becoming source and transit 
countries for the illicit trafficking of both drugs and people. 
Canada’s work supported customs, border agent and 
police training, standards implementation, and equipment 
improvements at container ports in the region. This helped 
to combat transnational organized crime trafficking through 
containerized cargo. 

In the Caribbean, the ACCBP focused on illicit drugs, money 
laundering, and the proceeds of crime, among other priorities. 
Canada has created a niche for itself in the Northern Triangle 
(Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador), where much of the 
ACCBP’s focus is on security reform  
and on human trafficking. 

Canada works with international organizations such as 
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and the 
Organization of American States, as well as Canadian NGOs 
such as the Justice Education Society (JES) and Lawyers 
Without Borders Canada, to build the capacity of justice and 
law enforcement institutions and agencies in the region. 

Human trafficking is also a key area of focus in the Americas. 
As in other regions of the world, women and girls account 
for the vast majority of victims. Through the ACCBP, 
multiple capacity-building initiatives were implemented 
throughout the Americas to help beneficiary states address 
human trafficking. In Honduras, for example, Canada built 
the professional capacities of key actors involved in the 
prosecution, protection, and prevention of human trafficking 
involving women and girls. In Guatemala and Mexico, Canada 
supported customs authorities to better identify and block 
smuggling routes and irregular migration occurrences that 
facilitate international human trafficking.

In Colombia, Canada implemented a number of initiatives to 
improve inclusive and gender-responsive prevention of violent 
conflict, crisis response, and peacebuilding in fragile and 
conflict-affected situations. As the second-largest donor to 
Colombia’s Multi-partner Trust Fund for Post-Conflict (MPTF), 
Canada supported peace-related programming for more than 
1.5 million people in 379 Colombian municipalities. The MPTF 
implemented 51 local justice initiatives to improve access to 
justice for victims of the conflict; re-integrated 124 child ex-
combatants; and provided almost 24,000 victims of conflict 
with psycho-social support as part of the reparation process. 
In addition, over 91,000 m2 of land was cleared of mines.

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/human_rights-droits_homme/principles-vancouver-principes.aspx?lang=eng
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/A035566001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/A035566001
https://www.justiceeducation.ca/
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In the context of the Venezuelan crisis, Canada supported 
outreach and engagement in Colombia and Venezuela aimed 
at fostering constructive dialogue among key stakeholders and 
building support for the peaceful resolution of conflict. This 
work included support for targeted advocacy and providing 
specialist guidance for stakeholders, as well as providing 
technical expertise to support negotiations. In Colombia, this 
initiative strengthened the ability of relevant stakeholders to 
implement peace accords. In Venezuela, this work helped key 
stakeholders in their efforts to find a negotiated solution to the 
ongoing political, economic, social, and security crises.

ASIA-PACIFIC
Canadian support in Asia-Pacific helped build safe and 
secure communities in conflict and post-conflict settings. 
For example, in Afghanistan, Canada supported community-
based child protection programs and the establishment of 
child-friendly spaces that keep children safe and secure. 
Established in community centres, child-friendly spaces 
provide children and youth with opportunities for recreation, 
play, and psychosocial support. In 2018-2019, 9,680 children in 

Country: India © Steven Morris, IDRC
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Afghanistan benefited from child-friendly spaces established 
through Canadian funding. 

In post-conflict settings, mine action was an important 
element of peacebuilding and reconciliation. Canada  
partnered with the HALO Trust to clear landmines and other 
explosive remnants of war so that people and communities 
could rebuild their lives and livelihoods. For example, in  
Sri Lanka in 2018-2019, 289,186 m2 of land were cleared  
and 1,635 mines and other unexploded remnants were  
safely destroyed, resulting in safer access to resettlement 
areas for an estimated 30,000 people.

Canada is committed to assisting partners in Southeast  
Asia, including working with ASEAN member states, to 
strengthen their capacity to reduce and combat security 
threats. This includes the areas of chemical, biological, 
radiological, and nuclear proliferation; transnational crime;  
and terrorism. For instance, through the WTRP, Canada 
supported international efforts to help countries implement 
UN Security Council sanctions that address North Korea’s 
nuclear and missile programs. 

In partnership with ASEAN, the CTCBP ensured that  
security-related capacity-building assistance responded 
to clearly defined needs. In a flagship program with 
INTERPOL, Canada built the counter-terrorism investigative 
and collaborative skills of law enforcement agencies across 
ASEAN through targeted training, mentorship, and a realistic, 
10-day exercise in which all ASEAN members participated. 
The 2018 operation resulted in 8 million searches, 17 arrests—
including deporting a suspected foreign terrorist fighter—and 
recovering over 100 lost or stolen travel documents.

Additionally, Canada supported country partners in Asia-Pacific 
to build safe and secure communities in conflict and post-
conflict settings. In Myanmar, Canada contributed to NGO Paung 
Sie Facility’s gender, peace, and security funding window to 
support 18 local women’s organizations working on local peace 
processes and peacebuilding. This project supported emerging 
organizations to influence the peace process and provided 
technical support so they are well-equipped to take advantage 
of opportunities and be at the forefront of advocating that 
inclusive coherent strategies be used to implement Myanmar’s 
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement.

EASTERN EUROPE, MIDDLE 
EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
Gender considerations factor significantly in Canada’s 
programming across these regions. In Jordan, for example, 
the Counter-Terrorism Capacity Building Program supported 
the training of female officers in the Jordanian Gendarmerie 
in critical tactical medical and response capabilities. The 
project achieved a female participation rate of 11%, which is 
significantly higher than the overall Gendarmerie rate of 3.5% 
women personnel. 

In Iraq, an RCMP Chief Superintendent was deployed as the 
director of gender and protection for the Global Coalition 
Against Daesh. To assist the UN in its goal of increasing 
female police participation in its missions, four Canadian 
female police officers held senior positions in 2018-2019. 
For example, the gender advisor to the coalition in Iraq is a 
Canadian woman, making her the highest-ranking female 
police officer operating in Iraq. She is also the Canadian  
police contingent commander. 

Peace and Stabilization Operations Program support for 
women journalists in the Middle East and North Africa 
allowed 338 journalists and human rights defenders to 
develop skills in digital security and SGBV reporting. As a 
result of this project, 56 media products were produced, 
and six media outlets in the region adopted monitoring 
mechanisms and policies aimed at preventing SGBV.

https://www.halotrust.org/
http://www.paungsiefacility.org/
http://www.paungsiefacility.org/
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Promoting peace and security in Georgia through peace journalism

Ten years after the Russo-Georgian war, tensions along the Administrative Border Line with the occupied territories of Abkhazia 
and South Ossetia are still high. Years of violence left lasting social and economic problems in the region, such as high rates 
of unemployment, violence against women, depression, and substance abuse. Through the Canada Fund for Local Initiatives, 
Canada partnered with the International Network of Civil Development to promote peace journalism, a non-violent response to 
conflict through accurate and unbiased reporting. Six workshops were delivered to youth, journalists and local activists on the 
role of journalism in breaking the cycle of violence, and the importance of women’s voices in media and reporting. Through this 
project, 103 women and men were trained in peace journalism. Peace advocacy messages were also promoted throughout 
Georgia, with a view to building reconciliation and confidence on both sides of the Abkhazia and South Ossetia borders. These 
training sessions sought to help journalists ease tensions rather than escalate them in times of conflict, while reinforcing the 
value of gender equality in media and peacebuilding.

Country: Georgia © International Network for Civil Development
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Education and demining in Iraq  
for a better life

Still healing from years of conflict, surrounding 
the rise and fall of Daesh, Iraqis now have to 
contend with the everyday danger of land mines, 
booby traps, and other explosive devices that were 
laid out by Daesh in their country. Global Affairs 
Canada is funding locally trained demining teams 
in the Mosul district to remove these explosives. 
Since the beginning of the project, they have 
removed explosives from an area roughly the size 
of 200 football fields, and helped to educate over 
20,000 people in local communities (predominantly 
women) on the dangers of remaining explosive 
devices in the area.

The work of the demining teams has helped to improve 
the safety and security of the people in these areas 
and increased people’s access to safe farmland and 
residential areas. 

For more information on this project, please consult its profile on Global Affairs Canada’s Project Browser: https://w05.
international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/P005488001

In 2018-2019, the Department of National Defence continued 
to deploy Canadian Armed Forces members to the West Bank 
and Gaza for Operation PROTEUS. Operation PROTEUS 
promotes peace in the region and provides capacity-building 
support to the Palestinian Authority. The deployed personnel 
also make up Task Force Jerusalem, which works closely 
with other Canadian personnel in the region. Its goal is to 
develop the Palestinian Authority’s ability to provide a safe 
and secure environment for its citizens, and promote peace 
in the region. In 2018-2019, Task Force Jerusalem provided 
the Palestinian Authority Security Forces with training 
and support to develop logistics capabilities, supported the 
construction of security infrastructure, and encouraged 
flexibility on the movement of Palestinian goods and people  
in the West Bank. 

In the final year of Canada’s Whole of Government Strategy 
for Support to the Global Coalition Against ISIL and broader 
Engagement in Iraq, Syria, Jordan and Lebanon, CTCBP 
programming reduced the threat of terrorist groups, such 
as Daesh, al-Qaeda, and their affiliates, by strengthening the 
capacity of governments and organizations in the region to 

prevent and respond to violent extremist activity. Enhancing 
the effectiveness of both the police and military, through 
increased arrests and seizures of explosive materials, led 
to thwarting several attacks in the region. Improved border 
management in the region contributed to containing Daesh 
to the existing battlefields, leading to the drastic territorial 
reduction of this violent extremist organization. 

Through the WTRP, Canada supported the Organisation for 
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons to mitigate and respond 
to Syrian chemical weapons threats and identify those 
responsible for the use of such weapons. As well, Canada 
is the leading contributor to the International Atomic Energy 
Agency’s monitoring and verification of Iran’s compliance with 
its nuclear commitments under the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action, having contributed $15 million since 2014.

Country: Iraq © Swiss Foundation for Mine Action

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/P005488001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/P005488001
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/operations/military-operations/current-operations/operation-proteus.html
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/mena-moan/strategy-strategie.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/mena-moan/strategy-strategie.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/mena-moan/strategy-strategie.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.opcw.org/
https://www.opcw.org/
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MULTI-REGION
In addition to country and region-specific programming, 
Canada supports initiatives with a global reach through 
multilateral forums.

Canada is committed to UN Resolution 1325 on Women, 
Peace and Security, and gender is a significant factor of 
consideration in peace operations. As of March 31, 2019, 
under the Canadian Police Arrangement, Global Affairs 
Canada, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, and Public Safety 
Canada increased the number of Canadian women police 
deployed to international peace and stabilization operations to 
36 out of 75 officers deployed. During 2018-2019, new police 
officers were deployed for UN peace operations in Haiti (21) 
and Mali (2), as well as for other multilateral or bilateral peace 
and stabilization operations or international investigations 
in Ukraine (23), Iraq (11), the West Bank (5) and one each in 
Ethiopia, The Hague/Central African Republic, and Mali.

In 2018-2019, progress was made to advance the Elsie 
Initiative for Women in Peace Operations, a pilot project to 
increase the meaningful participation of uniformed women 
in UN peace operations. In September 2018, the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs announced that Canada was establishing 
bilateral partnerships with the Ghana Armed Forces and 
Zambia Police Service, which will include testing innovative 
approaches to assess and address barriers to the integration 
and deployment of women. In addition, Canada supported the 
design of the UN’s Elsie Initiative Fund for Uniformed Women 
in Peace Operations. The Fund was launched by the UN in 
March 2019, with Canada contributing $15 million to support 
its work.

As part of Canada’s commitment to address sexual 
exploitation and abuse and combatting sexual and gender-
based violence, Global Affairs Canada funded NATO’s Sexual 
Exploitation and Abuse office and supported the deployment 
of 49 experts from the Justice Rapid Response roster to 
support national and international investigations, including 
those involving SGBV. These experts improved the gender-
sensitivity and accountability of these investigations to reduce 
impunity for SGBV. Global Affairs Canada also continues to 
ensure eliminating sexual exploitation and abuse, gender 
equality, and WPS remain central pillars of our substantial 
discussion and engagement at the UN on Action for 
Peacekeeping implementation. 

Further, Canada is a founding member of the Global 
Counter-Terrorism Forum (GCTF), and has a new co-chair 
mandate with Morocco. In the GCTF, Canada ensured that 
the principles of rule of law, human rights, international 
humanitarian law, and good governance are underlying 
themes across counter-terrorism efforts. Canada is an active 
board member in GCTF-inspired institutions like the Global 
Community Engagement and Resilience Fund (GCERF). In 
an effort to combat violent extremism writ large, the CTCBP 
supports GCERF projects on prison de-radicalization, and 
counter and alternative narratives to extremism. Canada 
is also supportive of the Hedayah Centre, which develops 
national strategies and local initiatives aimed at preventing 
violent extremism. In addition to the GCTF, Canada is active in 
the Global Coalition against Daesh, the G7 Rome-Lyon Group, 
the APEC Counter-Terrorism Working Group, various ASEAN 
forums, and UN institutions such as the UN Office on Drugs 
and Crime and the UN Office of Counter-Terrorism. 

Global Affairs Canada also supports peace and security 
through partnerships with Canadian civil society 
organizations. For example, Canada’s partnership with 
KAIROS in the Women of Courage—Women, Peace and 
Security project aims to have a transformative effect by 
empowering women human rights defenders and women’s 
rights organizations with skills to participate effectively in 
peace processes and to further promote human rights in 
Colombia, the DRC, South Sudan, and the West Bank. 

In 2018-2019, the first year of the project with KAIROS, 
1,052 women survivors of sexual and gender-based violence 
received psychosocial and medical counselling and care. More 
than 884 women and 494 men participated in workshops 
on the psychosocial impacts of war and 48 training sessions 
were held on national and international human rights 
frameworks with 1,111 participants (including 878 women). 
Project partners participated in 109 campaigns advocating for 
legislation, law reform and implementation that relate to WPS. 

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/elsie_initiative-initiative_elsie.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/elsie_initiative-initiative_elsie.aspx?lang=eng
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/P007462001
https://www.thegctf.org/
https://www.thegctf.org/
https://www.gcerf.org/
https://www.gcerf.org/
https://theglobalcoalition.org/en/
http://www.g7italy.it/en/news/first-meeting-rome-lyon-group-key-topic-counter-terrorism/
https://www.apec.org/Groups/SOM-Steering-Committee-on-Economic-and-Technical-Cooperation/Working-Groups/Counter-Terrorism
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D004223001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D004223001
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CANADA’S PARTNERS
Canada could not achieve its international 
development assistance objectives without  
strong partnerships. These partnerships  
bring together the technical capacity, logistical 
know-how, advocacy skills, and organizational 
networks necessary to effectively support  
the development aspirations of our partner 
countries. Underpinning Canada’s approach  
is an understanding that our development 
assistance is only as strong as the partnerships 
that we build and the international action that  
we support.

Many of these partnerships have been developed over 
decades of cooperation; other relationships have been 
forged more recently, as the development landscape shifted 
significantly. A new take on triangular cooperation, for 
example, offers a flexible approach to address development 
challenges, while enabling effective and sustainable 
partnerships with new development actors, including 
Southern providers16, civil society and the private sector  
(for more information on type of partnerships, see the 
Aid effectiveness and efficiency section).

Canada works with a broad range of partners from Canadian 
civil society to local civil society organizations in countries 
where we provide assistance. Canada also engages with a 
broad range of multilateral partners, including international 
financial institutions such as the International Monetary  
Fund and various multilateral development banks, as  
well as the United Nations, the Commonwealth and  
La Francophonie, among others. Canada provides  
support to various international NGOs, global funds  
and other global programs.

16	 A “Southern provider” is an emerging power that has become—or is on its way to becoming—an important donor of development assistance, but which remains confronted 
with typical development challenges and retains the right to receive official development assistance.

Country: Nepal © Grishma Aryal, CARE
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Canada also maintains and fosters key bilateral and 
multilateral relations through its development diplomacy. For 
example, the OECD development assistance committee and 
the G7 and G20 working groups focusing on international 
assistance are key forums to discuss and promote Canada’s 
priorities with important donors and stakeholders. 

For further information on Global Affairs Canada’s projects 
with these partners, please see the Project Browser. 

ENGAGING WITH CANADIAN 
CIVIL SOCIETY
Canadian civil society partners play a critical role in Canada’s 
international development efforts. In 2018-2019, Global 
Affairs Canada mobilized expertise, networks, and other 
resources by supporting more than 170 Canadian civil 
society organizations. Partners included NGOs, colleges 
and universities, municipalities, cooperatives, professional 
associations, private sector organizations, foundations, and 
think tanks. These diverse partners offered their expertise 
and participated in a range of international assistance and 
public engagement activities. In cooperation with their local 
counterparts, they drive positive change, leading to results  
on the ground through innovative approaches.

In 2018-2019, Canada continued to implement its Policy for 
Civil Society Partnerships for the International Assistance 
Policy – A Feminist Approach (launched in September 2017). 
The Policy reaffirms Canada’s commitment to working 
collaboratively with civil society and ensures that Global 
Affairs Canada’s approach to partnerships with civil society 
aligns with Canada’s Feminist International Assistance Policy, 
a human rights-based approach, and with the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, and recognizes the Istanbul 
Principles for CSO Development Effectiveness. The Policy’s 
implementation is actively supported by the CSO sector, which 
collaborates closely with Global Affairs Canada as part of the 
CSO Policy Advisory Group. The Group works to prioritize 
areas of mutual interest for the implementation of initiatives. 

In the context of the five-year pilot initiative for Canadian 
Small and Medium Organizations for Impact and Innovation, 
Global Affairs Canada sought to streamline and improve 
its selection approach and processes and engaged with 
new and diverse partners. The first call for SMO proposals 
received a high number of applications (196), demonstrating 
the significant interest, breadth, and commitment of Canadian 
SMOs to international assistance. 

In 2018, Canada committed up to $300 million and issued a 
“call to action” to the philanthropic community, private sector, 

and civil society for the Partnership for Gender Equality 
to create a sustainable and predictable source of funding 
for women’s organizations and movements in developing 
countries. The partnership is the first global platform to bring 
together the full spectrum of grants, philanthropic donations 
and investments—including impact investments—with the 
specific goal to advance women’s rights, gender equality, and 
the empowerment of women and girls. In 2018-2019, Global 
Affairs Canada held round-table discussions with stakeholders 
from the philanthropic, private, and civil society sectors 
in Canada and abroad, established an External Advisory 
Committee, and undertook a competitive process to select 
an entity to implement the Partnership. Canada announced 
the selection of the consortium Equality Fund at the Women 
Deliver Conference, in Vancouver, on June 2, 2019. 

Canada also funds different programs that help organizations 
send Canadian youth to support international assistance 
projects in developing countries. In 2018-2019, through the 
Volunteer Cooperation Program (VCP), 15 Canadian partner 
organizations sent 1,420 Canadian volunteers (62% female) in 
professional fields to 40 developing countries. The volunteers 
helped increase the capacity of 612 local partners, of which 
166 are women’s organizations. The 2018 VCP evaluation 
showed that 86% of developing country partners noted 
improvement in the way their organizations functioned, and 
82% noted positive beneficial change among people and 
communities identified as beneficiaries. 

Three VCP projects have included innovation funds: CUSO 
International, EQWIP Hubs and Oxfam-Québec. Innovation 
funds allow local partners to develop and implement new 
development models for local communities, particularly 
for the benefit of women and youth. For example, in 2018-
2019, Oxfam-Québec’s Innovative Access project generated 
or adapted 38 innovations. Those included constructing 
aquaponics technologies to respond to food security needs 
in the south of Honduras, and developing an internal social 
currency to diversify the economic exchanges between 
women cooperative members in Colombia. 

The International Youth Internship Program funded 
opportunities for Canadian youth to participate in international 
internships in developing countries. In 2018-2019, 12 Canadian 
partner organizations deployed 322 youth interns (78% 
female) to 44 countries through this program. For its part, the 
International Youth Aboriginal Internship initiative deployed 
103 Indigenous youth interns (69% female) to 13 developing 
countries partnering with eight Canadian partner organizations. 
Most youth interns (91%) and Indigenous youth interns (90%) 
reported improved transferable employment skills as a result 
of their internships.

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/civil_policy-politique_civile.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/civil_policy-politique_civile.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/civil_policy-politique_civile.aspx?lang=eng
http://cso.csopartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/hlf4_72.pdf
http://cso.csopartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/hlf4_72.pdf
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/funding-financement/small_medium_organizations-petit_moyenne_organisation.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/funding-financement/small_medium_organizations-petit_moyenne_organisation.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/funding-financement/smo-pmo-2017.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/campaign-campagne/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/index.aspx?lang=eng
https://equalityfund.ca/fr/
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D001076001
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Canadian volunteers providing animal health training in Ghana

In Ghana, more than 10,000 rural livestock farmers 
increased their household incomes and nutritious food 
consumption resulting from Veterinarians Without Borders 
(VWB) animal production training. Livestock production is 
a major feature in Ghana’s agriculture sector and provides 
income, particularly for women farmers. However, 
livestock yields have stagnated in recent years, in part 
stemming from a lack of adequate veterinary services. 
To address these issues, VWB worked alongside partner 
Social Enterprise Development Ghana and the Ghanaian 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture in 50 communities 
across Northern Ghana, to train community leaders, 
veterinary extension officers, and community animal 
health workers (CAHWs) in animal production. These 
training sessions helped to ensure long-term sustainability 
by giving CAHWs and community leaders the knowledge 
to continue training and advocating for animal health in 
areas lacking sufficient veterinary services. Additionally, 
with beneficiaries seeing positive results, more community 
members have adopted better animal health practices, 

ultimately reducing illness and increasing household income and nutrition. According to Purity, a Ghanaian farmer, “The death 
rate has come down and I now have better control of my birds and they don’t roam anymore… At first my animals were dying  
at a high rate but after the training, the death rate has reduced as I now give extra care to them.” 

For more information on this project, please consult its profile on Global Affairs Canada’s Project Browser:  
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/d001081001 

International Development Week (IDW), held every February, 
is a key public engagement platform for Global Affairs 
Canada, the provincial and regional councils for international 
cooperation, and other partners. The annual event highlights 
Canada’s international assistance and helps inform, inspire, 
and involve Canadians, including youth from across the 
country. The 2019 IDW theme, Together for Gender Equality, 
embodied Canada’s commitment to global efforts to address 
gender equality and encouraged all Canadians to be change-
makers in advancing gender equality. IDW reached more than 
50 million people through Global Affairs Canada and partners’ 
digital and in-person engagements. 

The provincial and regional councils for international  
co-operation that make up the Inter-Council Network (ICN) 
continued to actively engage the Canadian public through 
collaborative relationships with diverse influencers including 
youth, development actors, political leaders, institutions, and 
businesses. The ICN facilitates pan-Canadian engagement 
in support of the Feminist International Assistance Policy, 
Canada’s CSO Policy and Canada’s commitment to the 2030 
Agenda. In 2018-2019, the ICN directly and actively engaged with 

668 persons (61% female), through the National Training Program 
on Public Engagement, national capacity-building webinars, and 
engagements around the Women Deliver Conference. 

In 2018-2019, Global Affairs Canada continued to engage with 
Canadian organizations to further its commitment to prevent 
sexual exploitation and abuse in international assistance. 
Building upon the Whistler Declaration on the Protection from 
Sexual Exploitation and Abuse in International Assistance, 
negotiated by Canada during its G7 Presidency, Canada  
and 21 other donor agencies endorsed a set of donor 
commitments in October 2018. Global Affairs Canada also 
engaged with its Canadian NGO partners through the Canadian 
Council for International Co-operation Steering Committee 
to address and prevent sexual misconduct in international 
assistance. In September 2018, for example, 70 representatives 
from Canadian NGOs attended a joint dialogue on the 
prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse in international 
assistance. In November 2018, Global Affairs Canada updated 
its general terms and conditions for international development 
contribution agreements, which requires partners to have a 
publicly available code of conduct to prevent, investigate, and 
respond to sexual exploitation and abuse. 

Country: Ghana © Veterinarians Without Borders

VWB volunteer Nima Rahimi demonstrates proper poultry vaccination 
technique to a local Ghana farmer.

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/d001081001
https://www.international.gc.ca/campaign-campagne/idw-sdi/index.aspx?lang=eng
http://icn-rcc.ca/who-we-are-inter-council-network/
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/sexual_exploitation-exploitation_sexuels/index.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/sexual_exploitation-exploitation_sexuels/index.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/2018-05-31-whistler-sexual-exploitation-sexuelle.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/2018-05-31-whistler-sexual-exploitation-sexuelle.aspx?lang=eng
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ENGAGING WITH  
LOCAL PARTNERS
Canada is working to provide its international assistance  
in ways that are more effective and efficient in reaching  
local populations. As such, Canada is directing more 
assistance to local organizations in developing countries, 
which are often in a better position to respond quickly to 
development challenges.

Canada is also enhancing its support to and partnership  
with women’s rights organizations and movements in 
developing countries. They are key agents of change that  
help strengthen the rights of women and girls, and help 
societies achieve gender equality. Many of the initiatives 
profiled in this report rely on the capacities, access, and 
dynamism of local partners.

For example, the Women’s Voice and Leadership Program, 
launched in June 2017, is driven by the priorities identified 
by local women’s organizations and networks that promote 
gender equality and advance the rights of women and girls. 
Through the WVL Program, Canada is a leading donor in 
supporting women’s rights organizations in developing 
countries. In addition, nine Women’s Voice and Leadership 
projects have a local partner as their implementing partner. 

Another important program targeting local partners is the 
Canada Fund for Local Initiatives (CFLI), which enables 
Canadian missions abroad to work directly with local civil 
society organizations, academic institutions, and local 
governments to deliver small-scale, high-impact projects 
that respond to local needs and priorities. In 2018-2019, the 
CFLI supported 547 projects totalling $14.5 million in over 
120 countries. A wide range of initiatives were supported with 
particular emphasis on promoting gender equality, protecting 
human rights, and advancing democracy. Reflecting the 
CFLI’s focus on local organizations and needs, local CSOs 
implemented approximately 83% of these projects. Projects 
include: facilitating the development and implementation of 
an environmental action plan with youth from Belize and 
Guatemala to foster cross-border cooperation; conducting 
public education campaigns on the importance of women’s 
political participation in the Maldives; and using innovative 
technologies to create an application that provides legal  
advice to SGBV victims in Uzbekistan. 

Through the CFLI, Canada helps local CSOs—many of which 
may not otherwise qualify for funding from international 
donors—to flourish and succeed. These funds help ensure 
that diverse voices can contribute to building an open civil 
society, including in countries where the civic space may be 
shrinking or under threat. Partnerships often extend beyond 
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the initial CFLI project, as Canadian missions regularly 
connect CSOs with other donors in order to scale up their 
projects. CSO partners also provide Canada with valuable, 
nuanced insights into the evolving and complex realities on 
the ground.

ENGAGING WITH 
INTERNATIONAL CIVIL SOCIETY
Canada is committed to maintaining strong and meaningful 
engagement with international civil society and actively 
championing civic space issues through its international 
assistance policy and programs, multilateral engagement, and 
foreign policy priorities. Canada provides support to a variety 
of international NGOs, global funds, and other global programs 
to implement its policy objectives, maximize the impact and 
results of its international assistance, and foster a strong and 
vibrant civil society sector. 

Support for an enabling environment for civil society helps 
ensure that local and international NGOs can function 
effectively, independently, and in ways that complement 
the efforts of governments and other actors, and facilitate 
the aspirations outlined in the 2030 Agenda. For example, 
Canada’s support to Girls Not Brides, a global partnership 
of civil society organizations, has not only contributed to 
significant progress toward ending child marriage, but also to 
an increase in the number of actors invested in the issue, and 
to a stronger civil society response around the world.

International organizations play a critical role in implementing 
Canada’s important commitments. For example, in 2018-2019, 
Canada funded several organizations that work toward 
women’s sexual and reproductive health and rights, and 
newborn, maternal, and child health, including the Global 
Fund to fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, 
the Global Financing Facility for Women, Children and 
Adolescents, and Nutrition International. Moreover, Canada 
has a long-standing financing relationship with the Global 
Partnership for Education, making the organization one of 
Canada’s premier partners for advancing education for girls 
around the world. The Partnership also serves as a platform 
for coordination among bilateral donors, developing countries, 
multilateral institutions, and civil society organizations.

Humanitarian assistance is an area where it is key to have 
efficient mechanisms to provide funds to humanitarian responders 
rapidly in urgent situations. In 2018-2019, Canada provided over 
$74 million in funding to the International Committee of the Red 
Cross for humanitarian operations. Support was also provided to 
NGOs with established international networks such as International 
Medical Corps, Mercy Corps, International Rescue Committee, 
ACTED, and Action Against Hunger. 

International philanthropic organizations are increasingly 
important actors in the international development community, 
providing funding and promoting global development goals, 
while offering much needed resources and innovative 
approaches to ongoing development challenges. Canada 
engages with international philanthropic organizations through 
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strategic partnerships, parallel funding to common initiatives,  
and as implementing partners. For example, Canada partners 
with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation on a range of 
initiatives aimed at improving the health and nutrition, rights, 
and empowerment of women, children and adolescents,  
with a particular focus on sexual and reproductive health  
and rights. Canada also worked with the Gates’ foundation 
and the Rockefeller Foundation to fund and implement 
Convergence, an independent not-for-profit organization  
that helps connect private investors and public and 
philanthropic investors to blended finance opportunities 
 in emerging markets. 

This diverse landscape of international civil society 
organizations provides Canada with a variety of innovative 
partners offering different technologies, solutions, and 
networks to help address global development challenges.

ENGAGING WITH 
MULTILATERAL 
ORGANIZATIONS
Canada recognizes that our objectives in the world are best 
advanced by contributing to common causes with like-minded 
partners. Canada also recognizes that many of the greatest 
development challenges—from climate change to the fight 
against illness and disease, from the fight for gender equality 
to the fight against the worst forms of poverty—require 
collective action and the pooling of resources around common 
approaches. Multilateral organizations have expertise, 
resources, networks, and convening power that can amplify 
the reach and impact of Canada’s international assistance, 
helping Canada address complex, global development 
challenges that are beyond the reach of any individual country. 

This is why support to multilateral institutions and other 
global partners are featured prominently in all aspects of 
Canada’s development assistance. Specialized international 
organizations play a role in all of Canada’s priorities and 
international commitments. Canada’s partnerships with UN 
development agencies, international financial institutions, 
and other key specialized international partners provide the 
scale and country-level expertise to implement Canadian 
international assistance on a global level. 

For more information on Canada’s engagement with 
international organizations and institutions, please see  
Global Affairs Canada’s website.

United Nations organizations
Canada has been an active member of the United Nations 
since it was founded in 1945. Today, Canada continues to 
uphold and support the bodies and organizations of the  
UN system by:

•	 actively engaging in political and technical debates; 

•	 contributing to governance and agenda setting; and 

•	 providing financial support via assessed and  
voluntary contributions.

Canada uses its seat at UN governing body tables to help 
guide its partners and hold them to account in delivering 
their important mandates, and to increase the impact of UN 
partnerships on Canada’s bilateral and regional development 
priorities. Canada actively participates in various annual 
and extraordinary high-level UN events to advance its 
international assistance priorities. Important annual events 
include the General Assembly High-level Week in September, 
which includes the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development, as well as the Economic and Social Council 
Forum on Financing for Development follow-up, held in 
April or May. Canada is also particularly active within the 
Commission on the Status of Women.

Canada partners with the UN through regular long-term 
institutional support, as well as a variety of specific projects 
that focus on shared priorities. Examples of these projects 
can be found throughout this report. Canada’s long-term 
institutional support to UN system organizations totalled 
$319 million in 2018-2019. These contributions supported the 
organizations’ core operations, including reducing poverty, 
promoting sustainable development, and fostering inclusion, 
gender equality, and women’s empowerment.

Canada partners with various UN organizations through 
project-based funding or long-term institutional support, 
including with the:

•	 United Nations World Food Programme;

•	 United Nations Children’s Fund;

•	 United Nations Population Fund;

•	 United Nations Development Programme;

•	 World Health Organization;

•	 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees;

•	 Food and Agriculture Organization;

•	 UN Women, the UN entity for gender equality and the 
empowerment of women;

https://www.gatesfoundation.org/
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•	 International Fund for Agricultural Development;

•	 United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization; and

•	 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights.

One of Canada’s major UN partners, the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) works in about 
170 countries and territories to help eradicate poverty 
and reduce inequalities. The UNDP helps countries 
develop policies, leadership skills, partnering abilities, and 
institutional capabilities, and build resilience in order to 
sustain development results and achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals. Through the UNDP, Canada and other 
countries have, for example, helped 97 countries and 
territories align their local and national priorities with the  
SDGs; supported electoral processes in 56 countries; and 
helped 17.2 million women register to vote in 39 countries.

Canada also supports UNICEF, the world’s first international 
organization for children. UNICEF works in over 190 countries 
and territories to save children’s lives, defend their rights, 

and help them reach their full potential. For instance, Canada 
contributed to helping deliver 27 million live births in health 
facilities and to helping 12 million out-of-school children 
participate in early learning, primary, or secondary education. 
Additionally, with Canada’s support, various UNICEF offices 
scaled-up their child, maternal, and adolescent health 
programs in 2018. This included integrating nutrition, HIV, and 
early childhood development interventions in their programs, 
and implementing plans to strengthen local health systems in 
the Central African Republic, Chad, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, 
and Sudan.

Canada also partners with UN organizations on addressing 
sexual and reproductive health and rights and child, maternal, 
and adolescent health. For example, Canada’s long-term 
institutional support to the United Nations Population 
Fund in 2018 helped to ensure that a full range of quality 
contraceptives and services were consistently accessible for 
all, enabling millions of women to make their own decisions 
about whether, when or how often to become pregnant. As  
a result, an estimated 13.7 million unintended pregnancies 
were averted.

Midwives’ fight for maternal  
and infant health in Haiti

Rhode Cyndia, 24, realized her childhood dream 
of becoming a midwife. She works at Hôpital 
Notre-Dame de La Paix de Jean Rabel, in the 
North-West department of Haiti. This dream 
was realized within the framework of the Saj 
Fanm pou Fanm project (a project to strengthen 
the profession and practice of midwifery), 
initiated by the United Nations Population Fund. 
Rhode Cyndia’s passion for midwifery leads 
her to spend most of her time accompanying 
patients, even outside her working hours. As the 
hospital’s only midwife, she still feels a twinge in 
her heart when she sees the large gap between 
the number of women in consultation and the 
number of births. But her work reduces this gap 
every day. The young midwife has successfully 
completed about 15 deliveries since her arrival at the hospital. She is particularly pleased with the resuscitation at birth of several 
babies who were not breathing and whose hearts were not beating.

Where hardship might drive young health professionals away, Rhode Cyndia sees opportunities to better understand the reality  
of rural women. Every day, she makes sure that she puts her knowledge into practice so that no woman dies giving birth and no 
baby dies at birth.

For more information on this project, please consult its profile on Global Affairs Canada’s Project Browser: 
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D002961001?Lang=eng 
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In the agriculture sector, Global Affairs Canada and Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada work together to represent Canada’s 
interests at the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization. The organization collectively works toward 
developing standards for the trade of safe food; providing 
technical assistance on crops, livestock, forestry, and fisheries; 
and providing emergency assistance to protect agricultural 
livelihoods and improve resilience against disasters.

In 2018-2019, Canada also supported humanitarian action 
through UN organizations, including the World Food 
Programme and the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees. These contributions enabled the provision of 
critical emergency assistance like food and water assistance, 
and sanitation and livelihood support to those affected by 
humanitarian crises, including vulnerable women, children 
and internally displaced persons. Canada also supports the 
WFP’s school feeding programs and a wide range of other 
programs and activities to strengthen the protection of 
internally displaced persons, especially women and girls.

Another important priority is protecting the environment and 
countering climate change. As discussed in the Environment 
and climate action chapter, the UN’s Green Climate Fund is a 
critical partner to ensure the delivery of innovative solutions 
to developing countries. In 2018-2019, Global Affairs Canada 
provided $132 million to support the Global Climate Fund.

G7 and G20 
The Group of Seven (G7) and the Group of Twenty (G20) 
are key multilateral forums for international economic 
cooperation. Canada and other G7 and G20 members 
recognize that our economic opportunities and challenges  
are interlinked, and have an impact on global prosperity.  
The G7 and G20 are excellent platforms for Canada to 
advance domestic and international priorities related to 
international assistance.

In 2018, Canada held the G7 presidency and hosted the 
G7 Summit in Charlevoix, Quebec. Under its presidency, 
Canada created the Gender Equality Advisory Council to 
promote a transformative G7 agenda and help ensure that 
gender equality and gender-based analysis were integrated 
across all themes, activities and outcomes of Canada’s 
G7 presidency. France maintained the Council under its 
presidency in 2019.

Other successful outcomes of Canada’s G7 presidency were 
the two development ministers’ meetings in Whistler. At the 
first meeting, young women leaders participated shoulder 
to shoulder with G7 development ministers to ensure that 
those directly affected by the issues under discussion could 
offer their insights and be integral in finding innovative 
solutions. Ministers agreed to four substantive and ambitious 
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declarations focusing on empowering women and girls and 
innovative approaches to sustainable development: 

•	 The Whistler Declaration on Unlocking the Power of 
Adolescent Girls for Sustainable Development

•	 The Whistler Declaration on Protection from Sexual 
Exploitation and Abuse in International Assistance

•	 The Whistler Declaration on Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women and Girls in Humanitarian Action

•	 The Whistler Principles to Accelerate Innovation 
for Development

At the second ministerial meeting, Canada convened G7 
development and finance ministers together for the first time 
to advance issues of joint priority, such as women’s economic 
empowerment, innovative financing for development, and 
building economic resilience against extreme weather events. 
These meetings set the stage for a range of announcements, 

including the launch of the 2X Challenge: Financing for 
Women, and major announcements by institutional investors. 
For more information, please see the Co-Chairs’ Summary: 
G7 Joint Development and Finance Ministers.

As part of the 2X Challenge: Financing for Women, the 
development finance institutions (DFIs) of G7 members, 

including by Canada’s DFI, FinDev Canada, which proposed 
a commitment to collectively mobilize US$3 billion in support 
of women’s empowerment and gender equality by the end 
of 2020. The initiative aims to inspire other DFIs and private 
actors to act in support of this effort. As of April 2019, 
2X Challenge partners had committed over US$900 million 
to support women as entrepreneurs, business leaders, 
employees, and consumers of products and services. Further, 
major institutional investors, led by the Caisse de dépôt et 
placement du Québec (Quebec’s public pension plan manager) 
and the Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan, launched the Investor 
Leadership Network. The initiative addresses the lack of 
women in leadership positions and the global infrastructure 
financing gap, especially in emerging markets, while taking 
into account the threats to growth posed by climate change.

G7 ministerial meetings also paved the way for the adoption of 
two key documents: the Charlevoix Commitment on Innovative 
Financing for Development and the Charlevoix Declaration on 

Quality Education for Girls, Adolescent Girls 
and Women in Developing Countries.

As discussed in the Education chapter, 
momentum around the Charlevoix declaration 
on quality education helped mobilize  
$3.8 billion to advance education for girls and 
women in crisis and conflict-affected states, 
and brought in an additional $527 million 
during the UN General Assembly’s high-level 
week later in 2018.

In terms of accountability and transparency, 
the G7’s Accountability Working Group (AWG) 
and the G20’s Development Working Group 
(DWG) are the main vehicles to monitor 
leaders’ development commitments. In 2018, 
Canada published the AWG’s Charlevoix 
Progress Report on Women’s Economic 
Empowerment. This report highlights 
efforts made by G7 countries, the European 
Union, as well by civil society, advocacy 
groups, and the private sector to empower 
women in developing countries. In 2018, 
the DWG monitored the status of the G20’s 

commitments to the 2030 Agenda through the Buenos Aires 
Annual Progress Report on G20 Development Commitments.

For more details on Canada’s engagement in the G7 and 
G20, please see the G7 and G20 pages on the Global Affairs 
Canada website.
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Organisation for Economic  
Co-operation and Development
Canada has been a member of the OECD’s Development 
Assistance Committee (DAC) since its creation in 1960. The 
DAC, a global forum of government aid donors, is a platform 
for standard-setting in development cooperation. In 2018-
2019, Canada provided $1.2 million to the DAC to support 
its program of work, which included funding for subsidiary 
bodies working on gender, governance, the environment, 
conflict and fragility, innovation, and statistics. The grant  
also supported the OECD’s work within the Global 
Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation (GPEDC), 
a global multi-stakeholder platform focused on the quality 
and effectiveness of development cooperation. As a steering 
committee member of the GPEDC, Canada has the unique 
opportunity to interact and engage with a multitude of 
development actors and partners beyond those at the DAC, 
including civil society, private sector actors, parliamentarians, 
local governments, trade unions, philanthropic foundations, 
and international organizations. 

Within the DAC, Canada has taken leadership roles on 
key priority issues such as gender equality, financing for 
development, innovation, and blended finance. Additionally, 
Canada has actively participated in several DAC working 
groups to ensure the DAC’s use of strong evaluation 
mechanisms and robust statistics-gathering techniques,  
and comprehensive tools to better reflect gender equality.  
In recent years, to improve the relevance and impact of  
the DAC’s work, Canada has worked closely with the 
DAC’s chair and members to encourage engagement with 
development actors beyond the committee’s membership, 
including with Southern providers and civil society partners.

La Francophonie 
Canada remains committed to the International Organisation 
of La Francophonie (IOF) (website in French), a major forum 
for mobilizing the international community around priority 
issues. In 2018-2019, Global Affairs Canada contributed more 

than $29 million to the various institutions of La Francophonie, 
including more than $24 million to the IOF. 

Canada’s support for La Francophonie has led to tangible 
results on the ground. For example, in 2018, the IOF deployed 
political mediation missions to Burundi, Cameroon, the DRC, 
Guinea, Mali and Niger; organized parliamentary seminars on 
human rights in Benin, Madagascar, and Mali; and advocated 
to abolish the death penalty in Burkina Faso and Guinea. 
Canada also supported the IOF in organizing an international 
conference on conflict prevention and human security at the 
University of Ottawa in May 2018. The IOF also continued 
its work in the area of women and youth entrepreneurship. 
Thanks to Canada’s contributions, more than 20,500 women 
and young entrepreneurs have benefited from IOF support 
since 2015.

Finally, Canada played a leadership role in the development 
and adoption, at the Yerevan Summit in 2018, of La 
Francophonie’s strategy for promoting gender equality and 
promoting the rights and empowerment of women and 
girls (in French only), as well as the IOF’s first policy for 
consolidating transparency.

Commonwealth
Canada funds the Commonwealth and its institutions through 
assessed and voluntary contributions as a member state 
of the Commonwealth. Canada’s support helps improve the 
lives of vulnerable groups in Commonwealth countries, which 
have more than 2 billion people. Support goes toward areas 
such as the empowerment of women, diversity and inclusion, 
governance, and the rule of law. Canada’s support also helps 
to address the unique needs of small states, amplifying their 
voices in multilateral forums.

In 2018-2019, Canada contributed more than $7.9 million in 
assessed contributions to the Commonwealth Secretariat 
and the Commonwealth Foundation. Canada also renewed 
its institutional support to the Commonwealth of Learning 
for $7.8 million over three years, of which $2.6 million was 
disbursed in 2018-2019. With Canada and other members’ 
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https://www.francophonie.org/sites/default/files/2019-09/som_xvii_strategie_efh_2018.pdf
https://www.francophonie.org/sites/default/files/2019-09/som_xvii_strategie_efh_2018.pdf
https://thecommonwealth.org/
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support, the Commonwealth of Learning helped more than 
115,000 people access quality learning opportunities in  
2018-2019, a total of nearly 700,000 people since 2015-2016. 
Over 2018-2019, 156 organizations improved their capacities 
to offer and deliver open and distance learning models, for a 
total of 276 organizations since 2015-2016.

Canada also helped prevent child, early and forced marriage 
(CEFM) through an open and distance education project. Over 
the course of the three-year project, more than 5,000 girls 
were reintegrated into schooling instead of getting married; 
almost 30,000 women and girls successfully completed 
vocational-skills courses; and 30,000 women and girls 
successfully completed a life-skills course that included 
information about their health, their social rights and the 
consequences of CEFM. A total of 1,181 child, early and  
forced marriages were prevented thanks to the project. 

ENGAGING WITH 
INTERNATIONAL  
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
International financial institutions differ from commercial 
banks. Their owners or shareholders are generally national 
governments and their mandates reflect the pursuit of the 
“global good” rather than maximizing profit for shareholders. 
IFIs also differ from commercial banks in that they can 
provide loans at below-market interest rates (concessional 
loans) as well as grants. This is particularly the case with 
multilateral development banks (MDBs), a type of IFI that 
provides financing and professional advising for the purpose 
of development. IFI membership includes both developed 
donor countries and developing borrower countries. Canada 
is a member and shareholder in several IFIs, many of which 
focus on a specific region (regional development banks) or 
theme. Examples of thematic IFIs include the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development, the Global Environment 
Facility Trust Fund and the Multilateral Fund for the 
Implementation of the Montreal Protocol.

IFIs provide financial and technical assistance to developing 
country governments, and in some cases private sector 
actors, to support poverty reduction and long-term economic 
development. These investments cover a wide array of 
sectors, including education, health, public administration, 
infrastructure, financial and private sector development, 
agriculture, and environmental and natural resource 
management. Some IFIs also support developing countries 

with policy advice, research and analysis, and capacity-
development activities, including the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank Group.

Canada provides core contributions to support IFI operations 
and activities, while also providing funds for specific projects. 
Canada also actively contributes to the development of IFIs’ 
policies and provides oversight of IFIs’ financial activities 
through membership on boards of governors and boards  
of directors, the latter bodies dealing with day-to-day 
decisions. Canada is also involved in the work of various 
internal committees and engages in meaningful dialogue  
with other shareholders.

In order to provide strategic direction for its engagement 
with IFIs, Canada develops key objectives that are informed 
by Canada’s commitment to multilateralism, foreign policy, 
and development priorities, and general principles of good 
governance. Details on Canada’s engagement priorities are 
presented in Volume 2. For example, Canada advocates to 
ensure that IFIs’ work together as a system in order to use 
their resources as effectively and efficiently as possible. This 
includes efforts to increase development impact, mobilize 
private finance on a macro scale, and increase coordination 
by aligning governance processes and priorities.

The following sections offer an overview of the main global 
and regional IFIs of which Canada is a member.

Annual payments for replenishments and  
capital increases of multilateral development  
banks, 2018-2019 ($ million)

World Bank Group – International 
Development Association

441.6

World Bank Group – International Bank  
for Reconstruction and Development

250.4 

African Development Bank Group 108.5

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 53.417 

Asian Development Bank 33.0 

Caribbean Development Bank 17.6

Inter-American Investment Corporation 15.2

Inter-American Development Bank 3.1

European Bank for Reconstruction  
and Development

0.0

17	 Second of five planned share purchases in the AIIB.
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Bretton Woods Institutions
The International Monetary Fund and the World Bank 
Group, collectively known as the Bretton Woods Institutions, 
were founded in 1944 to promote international monetary 
cooperation and financial stability following World War II. 
Since then, there has been a significant evolution in the global 
economic landscape, and the Bretton Woods Institutions 
have evolved to reflect this. They continue to play a central 
role in international efforts to support sustainable economic 
growth and stability, address poverty reduction, and develop 
innovative solutions to shared global challenges.

Given its financial contribution and voting share at both the 
IMF and the WBG, Canada plays an important role in their 
governance. The Minister of Finance represents Canada on 
the board of governors of both institutions, and Canadians 
represent a constituency of member countries at the 
executive board of each institution. Canada has always held 
the executive director position within our constituencies, 
which includes Ireland and a number of Commonwealth 
Caribbean countries.18  

World Bank Group
The World Bank Group is one of the world’s leading 
development organizations and represents one of the largest 
sources of funding for developing countries. Canada is a 
member of the WBG’s five institutions: the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the International 
Development Association, the International Finance 
Corporation, the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency 
(MIGA), and the International Centre for Settlement of 
Investment Disputes. These institutions share the goals  
of eradicating extreme poverty and promoting shared 
prosperity, as well as the three priorities of sustainable 
and inclusive growth, investment in human capital, and 
strengthened resilience. In 2018-2019, the WBG committed 
nearly US$60 billion in loans, grants, equity investments,  
and guarantees to partner countries and private businesses  
to help achieve better development. 

Canada’s current shareholding at the WBG ranges from 
2.5% to 3% within the Bank’s different institutions. Canada is 
allocated voting power based on these shares. In April 2018, 
WBG shareholders endorsed a package of measures that 
included a US$13-billion, paid-in capital increase, a series  
of internal reforms, and policy measures. The package 
consists of US$7.5-billion, paid-in capital for the IBRD and 
US$5.5-billion, paid-in capital for the IFC. The boost in capital 
was accompanied by a range of internal measures including 
operational changes and effectiveness reforms, loan pricing 
measures, and other policy steps that strengthen the WBG’s 
ability to scale up resources and deliver in areas of the world 
that need the most assistance.

In November 2018, the WBG launched the 19th replenishment 
of the International Development Association (IDA19 
replenishment), a process that takes place every three years 
to replenish IDA resources and review its policies. IDA is one 
of the largest sources of assistance for the world’s 75 poorest 
countries. As the sixth-largest IDA contributor, Canada is a 
key member of discussions and promotes debt sustainability, 
gender equality, climate change adaptation and mitigation, 
balance sheet optimization, increased support to fragile and 
small island states, and MDBs working as a system. IDA19 
replenishment and implementation of the capital package 
represented a great opportunity to advance Canada’s 
objectives.

Volume 2 provides details on Canada’s engagement in 
WBG operations, including procurement information and 
communiqués of the Development Committee of the Boards 
of Governors of the WBG for the reporting period. For more 
details on Canada’s engagement with the World Bank Group, 
visit Finance Canada’s website.

18	 Canada’s constituency includes Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Canada, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana (WBG only), Ireland, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, 
St. Lucia, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

https://www.worldbank.org/
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/services/publications/international-monetary-fund-world-bank.html
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Supporting Economic Management in the 
Caribbean (SEMCAR) project

Jamaica’s effort to build climate resilience reached 
a significant milestone this year, when Jamaica’s 
Financial Secretary officially approved and made 
available the Post-Disaster Budget Execution 
Guideline. Led by Jamaica’s Ministry of Finance and 
the Public Service, in collaboration with the World 
Bank and funded by Canada through the SEMCAR 
project, the document will serve as a reference 
for departments and agencies. Until now, no such 
document existed. 

The Post-Disaster Budget Execution Guideline is 
a clear example of Canada’s Feminist International 
Assistance Policy in action. Canada will help 
governments and public servants to collect and 
analyze disaggregated data and evidence to support 
better decision making. Canada will also help design and implement initiatives that address the needs of women and girls. Other 
countries in the Caribbean are very interested in developing similar guidelines, including Belize and St. Lucia. The regional roll out 
of these guidelines will focus on public financial management practices to inform governments on critical gaps that need to be 
addressed to increase their ability to respond to natural disasters.

For more information on this project, please consult its profile on Global Affairs Canada’s Project Browser:  
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/a033313001?Lang=eng 

International Monetary Fund
The International Monetary Fund is an organization of 
189 member countries that aims to promote the health of 
the global economy. It works to foster global monetary 
cooperation, financial stability, international trade, high 
employment, sustainable economic growth, and poverty 
reduction around the world. It strives to achieve these goals 
through three main avenues:

•	 Surveillance and advice. The IMF monitors economic, 
monetary and financial sector developments at the  
country, regional, and global levels in order to 
provide members with advice on policies to achieve 
macroeconomic stability, accelerate inclusive economic 
growth, and alleviate poverty.

•	 Tools and lending programs. The IMF provides both 
concessional and non-concessional financial assistance to 
members experiencing economic or financial stress and 
crisis. In this context, the IMF works closely with affected 
countries to develop adjustment programs designed 
to correct macroeconomic problems, stabilize their 
economies, and restore sustainable growth, while ensuring 
an adequate social safety net protects the poorest and 
most vulnerable members of the population.

•	 Capacity development. The IMF fulfills requests for 
technical assistance and capacity development to 
strengthen members’ ability to implement sound policies, 
including those that foster improved public financial 
management, reduce poverty and inequality, and address 
climate change. This work is primarily delivered through 
training from regional technical assistance centres and 
dedicated trust funds.

Volume 2 provides details on Canada’s engagement in IMF 
operations, including the communiqués issued by the IMF’s 
International Monetary and Financial Committee of over 
the reporting period. For more information on Canada’s 
engagement with the IMF, visit Finance Canada’s website.

Regional Development Banks
Regional development banks (RDBs) are multilateral financial 
institutions that provide financial and technical assistance 
for development in low- and middle-income countries within 
a specific region. Canada is a shareholder of the following 
RDBs: the African Development Bank, the Asian Development 
Bank, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), 
the Caribbean Development Bank, the European Bank for 

Country: Jamaica © World Bank

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/a033313001?Lang=eng
https://www.imf.org/external/index.htm
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/services/publications/international-monetary-fund-world-bank.html
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Reconstruction and Development, and the Inter-American 
Development Bank. The Minister of Finance represents 
Canada on the boards of governors of the AIIB and the EBRD, 
while the Minister of International Development represents 
Canada on the boards of governors of the AfDB, ADB, 
CDB and IDB. Canada’s involvement in these institutions 
complements its bilateral programs and support to global 
multilateral institutions and initiatives.

African Development Bank Group
The African Development Bank Group is owned by 
54 regional members and 26 non-regional members.  
It is dedicated to poverty reduction, economic development, 
and the improvement of the lives of people in its regional 
member countries. The AfDB provides non-concessional 
lending and technical assistance to creditworthy, middle-
income African countries, while the African Development 
Fund (ADF) provides technical assistance, grants, and 
concessional loans (low-interest or interest-free) to  
38 of Africa’s poorest countries, of which almost half  
are fragile states.

Canada is the AfDB’s fourth-largest non-African shareholder, 
with a 3.8% voting share, and the seventh-largest donor to 
the ADF. In 2018, the AfDB approved a total of US$13.1 billion 
via its financial instruments (lines of credit, projects, equities 
and guarantees, and risk participations) and the ADF 
committed up to US$2.5 billion in loans and grants to support 
the poorest countries.

In May 2018, the AfDB launched its seventh General 
Capital Increase (GCI-VII). The GCI-VII aims to improve the 
financial capacity of the AfDB to support efforts to reach 
the SDGs. The AfDB also launched, in March 2019, the 
15th replenishment of the African Development Fund to 
replenish ADF resources and review its policies. 

For more details on Canada’s engagement with the AfDB 
Group, visit Global Affairs Canada’s website.

Country: Nepal © Cesar Lopez Balan, CARE

https://www.afdb.org/
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/multilateral-multilateraux/afdb-bafd.aspx?lang=eng
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Asian Development Bank
The Asian Development Bank is a multilateral development 
bank of 68 member countries: 49 are regional countries and 
19 are non-regional. The ADB’s mandate focuses on poverty 
reduction, inclusive and green growth, and supporting 
the region’s poorest and most vulnerable countries. The 
ADB provides funding through loans and grants, which are 
financed from ordinary capital resources and through special 
funds and trust funds. 

With 4.47% of the ADB’s vote share, Canada is currently the 
seventh-largest shareholder overall and the second-largest 
non-regional shareholder. In addition, Canada supports a 
number of single-donor or multi-donor trust funds and 
country-specific initiatives, such as Canada’s Climate Fund 
for the Private Sector in Asia, the Asia-Pacific Project 
Preparation Facility, and the Climate Change and Disaster 
Resilience in Myanmar Project. Canada has committed to 
contributing $132 million to the Asian Development Fund 
for the 2017-2020 period. The Asian Development Fund is 
the ADB’s largest pool of concessionary funds, providing 
financing to Asia’s poorest and most vulnerable countries.

For more details on Canada’s engagement with the ADB,  
visit Global Affairs Canada’s website.

Asian Infrastructure  
Investment Bank
Established in January 2016 and based in Beijing, China, 
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) focuses on 
infrastructure financing in Asia. As of March 31, 2019, the 
AIIB had approved financing of over US$7.5 billion across 
36 projects, largely in the transport, energy, water, and 
sanitation sectors. The AIIB positions itself as a “lean,  
clean, green” institution and established several policies  
and guidelines to support environmentally and socially 
sustainable development outcomes. In 2018, the AIIB 
maintained its AAA credit rating and implemented robust 
financial and risk-management frameworks. These factors 
allow the AIIB to provide low-cost financing options to  
finance large-scale projects. 

In 2018, the AIIB’s membership expanded to 93 countries 
(including prospective members), up from 84 in 2017, and 
financed 12 projects worth US$3.3 billion, largely in the 
energy, transport, and water sectors. Since 2016, some of 
the AIIB’s projects have been co-financed with other MDBs, 

including the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, and 
the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development.  
Co-financing projects has allowed the AIIB to learn best 
practices from experienced MDBs. 

Canada joined the AIIB in March 2018, with the Minister of 
Finance serving as Canada’s governor. Since July 2018, 
Canada is also serving a two-year term as one of 12 directors 
on the AIIB board of directors. As in other banks, Canada’s 
director represents a constituency of countries, which 
included Egypt, Ethiopia and Madagascar as of March 31, 
2019, and continues to grow.

For more information on Canada’s engagement with  
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, visit Finance 
Canada’s website.

Caribbean Development Bank
The Caribbean Development Bank is a leading catalyst for 
economic cooperation and poverty reduction in the Caribbean 
region. It provides financing for priority development initiatives 
and technical cooperation, much of which is concessional 
and backed by sovereign guarantees. The CDB is also valued 
for its local expertise and “home grown” approaches to 
development, as well as its thought leadership for the region. 
The CDB’s 2015-2019 Strategic Plan aims to support inclusive 
and sustainable growth and development, and promote  
good governance.

The CDB has 28 member countries: 19 regional borrowing 
members, four regional non-borrowing members, and 
five non-regional, non-borrowing members. Canada and 
the United Kingdom are tied as the largest non-regional 
shareholder, each holding 9.31% of total shares. Canada is 
the largest contributor to the Special Development Fund, 
the Bank’s largest pool of concessionary funds, with a 
Can$70.34-million contribution for the 2017-2020 period. 

The CDB provides between US$150 million and 
US$300 million annually in financing in the form of loans, 
concessional loans and grants to borrowing member 
countries, finance institutions, and private sector entities, 
as well as through technical assistance. In 2018, the Bank 
approved projects totalling US$352 million.

Through the Special Development Fund, the CDB provides 
significant grants to Haiti (US$45 million for 2017-2020). The 
Fund also provides support to the Basic Needs Trust Fund, 
which aims to improve access to basic public services and 
reduce socio-economic vulnerability of poor communities. 

https://www.adb.org/
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/multilateral-multilateraux/adb-bad.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.aiib.org/en/index.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/programs/international-trade-finance-policy/asian-infrastructure-investment-bank.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/programs/international-trade-finance-policy/asian-infrastructure-investment-bank.html
https://www.caribank.org/
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Canada pledged Can$70.34 million to the replenishment of 
this fund (2017-2020), representing an estimated burden 
share of 23.7%. Canada also committed Can$20 million to the 
Community Disaster Risk Reduction Fund (2012-2020) and 
Can$5 million to the Caribbean Energy Sector (2016-2020).

For more details on Canada’s engagement with the CDB, visit 
Global Affairs Canada’s website.

European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development
Created in 1991, the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development fosters transition toward democratic, market-
oriented economies and promotes private and entrepreneurial 
initiatives in Central and Eastern Europe, in Central Asia, 
and in the southern and eastern Mediterranean region. In 
pursuing this mission, the EBRD operates in countries that 
demonstrate a commitment to the fundamental principles of 
multiparty democracy, pluralism and market economics. The 
EBRD’s focus on private sector operations demonstrates 
how public resources can be leveraged effectively to build 
successful market economies and catalyze private capital 
for development. The EBRD recognizes that successful 
market economies should be inclusive, as well as competitive, 
environmentally friendly, integrated, resilient, and well 
governed. In 2018, the EBRD maintained strong levels 
of financing, investing ¤9.5 billion in 395 projects across 
37 economies.

Canada is a founding member and the eighth-largest 
shareholder in the EBRD, with its shares representing 3.4% 
of the institution’s capital. This amounts to ¤1.02 billion of the 
EBRD’s capital, ¤213 million of which is paid-in capital, with 
the remaining shares being callable capital. The Minister of 
Finance serves as Canada’s governor to the EBRD. At the 
board of directors, Canada leads a constituency that includes 
Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia.

Volume 2 provides details on Canada’s engagement in  
EBRD operations. For more details on Canada’s engagement 
with the European Bank for Reconstruction, visit Finance 
Canada’s website.

Inter-American Development Bank
The Inter-American Development Bank Group comprises the 
IDB, its public sector arm; IDB Invest, responsible for private 
sector operations; and IDB Lab, a trust fund that serves 
as the Group’s innovation laboratory by testing innovative 
ways to enable more inclusive growth. The IDB is the 
oldest regional development bank and the largest source of 
multilateral development financing for Latin America and the 
Caribbean. It has 48 member states, including 26 regional 
borrowing members. Canada has been a member of the  
IDB since 1972 and holds 4% of total shares.

The IDB Group’s objectives are to reduce poverty and 
inequality, and to promote sustainable economic growth in  
the region. The Group also has two strategic goals: address 
the needs of least-developed and smaller countries, and 
foster development through the private sector.

The IDB Group provides loans, grants, equity investments, 
guarantees, and technical assistance. Total lending for  
2018 stood at approximately US$17 billion, including 
US$13.5 billion directed to public sector projects. The Bank 
extends concessional financing to a small group of countries, 
including Bolivia, Guyana, Honduras and Nicaragua. Through 
the IDB Grant Facility, the IDB is also providing US$2.0 billion 
over a 10- to 15-year period to Haiti for reconstruction 
following the 2010 earthquake. Access to the IDB Grant 
Facility was recently extended to countries and communities 
affected by large and sudden intraregional migration inflows, 
such as people coming from Venezuela.

For more details on Canada’s engagement with the IDB 
Group, visit Global Affairs Canada’s website.

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/multilateral-multilateraux/cdb-bdc.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.ebrd.com/home
https://www.ebrd.com/home
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/services/publications/european-bank-reconstruction-development.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/services/publications/european-bank-reconstruction-development.html
https://www.iadb.org/en
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/multilateral-multilateraux/idb-bid.aspx?lang=eng
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INNOVATION AND 
EFFECTIVENESS
Canada is taking important steps to improve the 
effectiveness of its international assistance and is 
making significant efforts to make it more flexible 
and coherent. For example, Canada is investing 
in innovation and research, and improving the 
communication of its expenditures, activities, 
and results. In addition, Canada seeks to better 
understand its impact and use evidence-based 
policy making and programming. Canada is also 
working to use its international assistance to 
mobilize additional resources for sustainable 
development through new partnerships with 
diverse stakeholders and engagement with  
private capital. 

As per Canada’s Feminist International Assistance Policy, 
innovation is a priority, recognizing the need to encourage and 
empower both Canadian and developing country innovators 
to help tackle the world’s most persistent and complex 
challenges. With a view to accelerate inclusive, locally driven 
innovation for development impact, Canada is driving change, 
including with the help of partners, to support pioneering 
solutions that challenge traditional models, approaches, and 
partnerships. This encourages the development of new and 
improved models and solutions that can deliver better results.

In 2018-2019, Global Affairs Canada developed innovation and 
effectiveness guidance notes to support implementation of the 
Feminist International Assistance Policy. They outline Canada’s 
feminist approach, as well as its approach to innovative 
financing, development innovation and transparency.

ACHIEVING EFFECTIVENESS 
THROUGH A FEMINIST 
APPROACH
Applying a feminist approach improves the effectiveness 
and impact of international assistance by orienting Canada’s 
efforts toward the root causes of poverty and ensuring they 
reach and involve the poorest and most marginalized. It 
represents a significant shift in what Canada does and how 
Canada does it. The feminist approach guidance note details 
how Global Affairs Canada adapts its internal processes and 
ways of working to coherently and meaningfully support 
the achievement of gender equality and the realization of 
human rights. The guidance note identifies entry points and 
opportunities for change within the department itself, and is 
centred on five pathways for moving from words to action:

•	 Evidence base and analysis, to ensure international 
assistance efforts are based on evidence and contribute to 
addressing the root causes of poverty, eliminating systemic 
discrimination and transforming unequal systems of power.

•	 Engagement and participation, to support and amplify the 
voice, agency and empowerment of women and girls in all 
their diversity and of all those who face discrimination or 
marginalization.

•	 Accountability and transparency, to ensure our 
management, monitoring, evaluation, and learning tools 
are fit for purpose to achieve, sustain, and communicate 
transformative change.

•	 Advocacy and communications, to respond to and reflect 
the lived experiences of people and the intersecting 
dimensions of inequality and discrimination by creating 
space for advocacy, dialogue, and alliance building. 

•	 Capacity development, to ensure staff and partners are 
well equipped to implement policy objectives.

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_guidance_notes-paif_notes_orientation.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_guidance_notes-paif_notes_orientation.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_ie-paif_ie.aspx?lang=enghttps://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_ie-paif_ie.aspx?lang=eng
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Assisting relief efforts in Indonesia

The Canadian Space Agency is an active member of the International 
Charter Space and Major Disasters, an international effort to put space 
technology at the service of rescue and emergency responders in the 
event of major disasters. Member space agencies cooperate on a voluntary 
basis and devote resources to support the Charter. The Charter mobilizes 
international partners to help alleviate the effects of disasters on human 
life and property. In March 2019, torrential rains caused flash flooding and 
triggered landslides in Indonesia’s easternmost province, Papua. At least 
89 people were killed and at least 150 were injured. About 6,800 people 
were evacuated to temporary shelters. Canada provided RADARSAT-2 
images to assist relief efforts in the province.

In 2018-2019, Canada made further progress toward 
implementing its feminist approach along the above 
five pathways:

•	 Global Affairs Canada developed evidence-based 
policies for each action area of the Feminist International 
Assistance Policy, putting forward concrete directions to 
achieve transformative change for gender equality and 
the realization of human rights across all international 
assistance efforts, with the intention of leading to better 
informed and impactful interventions.

•	 Canada sought opportunities to engage and amplify the 
voices of those directly affected by issues being discussed 
under its G7 presidency, notably by inviting six young 
women leaders from different regions of the world to 
participate in a portion of the development ministers’ 
deliberations focused on adolescent girls. Ministers 
later reported this session as one of the most powerful, 
enlightening, and influential. The discussions resulted in a 
declaration that calls for integrated and girl-led approaches 
to address barriers to empowerment for adolescent girls 
and promote their voices and leadership.

•	 At the 2018 Global Disability Summit in London, U.K., 
Canada announced an ambitious suite of commitments  
that seek to ensure the meaningful inclusion and 
participation of persons with disabilities in international 
development efforts. This includes taking the interests 
and priorities of girls with disabilities into account in the 
development and delivery of Canada’s G7 Charlevoix 
commitment on girls’ education.

•	 Canada has taken a leadership role in advocating for 
the human rights of marginalized and vulnerable people. 
For instance, in August 2018 in Vancouver, Canada 
hosted the Equal Rights Coalition Conference, the leading 
intergovernmental forum dedicated to protecting the rights 

of LGBTQ2+ people. To further advance human rights and 
improve socio-economic outcomes for LGBTQ2+ people 
in developing countries, Canada announced $30 million 
in dedicated funding over five years, and $10 million 
per year thereafter. 

•	 Global Affairs Canada enhanced gender equality training 
and guidance to staff and local partners to reflect the 
feminist approach and, in partnership with the Equitas 
International Centre for Human Rights Education, delivered 
a pilot workshop on implementing a human rights-based 
approach in international assistance, which has been 
incorporated into the departmental learning roadmap 
for staff.

ADVANCING INNOVATION IN 
DEVELOPMENT WORK 
Canada’s focus on innovation in international assistance builds 
upon the global consensus within the international assistance 
community about thinking and working differently to ignite 
the changes needed to achieve the 2030 Agenda’s SDGs.  
This includes encouraging experimentation and measuring  
its impact through rigorous testing of both newly innovative 
and existing initiatives, and scaling promising innovative 
solutions for systemic change. 

In June 2018, under Canada’s G7 presidency and leadership, 
G7 ministers responsible for development and humanitarian 
assistance agreed on the Whistler Principles to Accelerate 
Innovation for Development Impact. These principles 
underscore the importance of innovative partnerships, as  
well as collaboration and co-creation across the public, 
private, and civil society sectors, and with local actors, 
including women and girls.

Country: Indonesia © Canadian Space Agency

https://www.disasterscharter.org/
https://www.disasterscharter.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/global-disability-summit-2018
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2018/08/canada-commits-to-further-supporting-the-rights-of-lgbtq2-and-intersex-persons.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2019/02/canada-announces-new-funds-in-support-of-lgbtq2-rights.html
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/2018-05-31-whistler-development-developpement.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/2018-05-31-whistler-development-developpement.aspx?lang=eng
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Global Affairs Canada defines innovation in international 
assistance as a process, mindset, and means to create new 
or improved locally driven solutions for better results and 
greater impact. Canada supports innovative solutions such as 
business models, policy practices, partnerships, technologies, 
approaches, behaviour, insights, funding mechanisms, and 
ways of delivering products and services for the benefit of 
the poorest, most marginalized and most vulnerable, including 
women and girls. In 2018-2019, Global Affairs Canada 
identified 270 initiatives that self-reported innovative aspects 
in their design or implementation. To encourage and guide 
Canada’s efforts, Global Affairs Canada developed a guidance 
note on Canada’s approach to innovation in international 
assistance. The note offers practical guidance and tools to 
integrate innovation and to track and measure the impact  
of innovation. Global Affairs Canada also encourages 
learning across its development, political, trade, security,  
and humanitarian streams and collaborates with Canadian 
and international partners to find and integrate inclusive 
innovative solutions.

In addition, Global Affairs Canada continues to engage with 
the International Development Innovation Alliance, which 
offers a unique space to learn and exchange good practices, 
trends, and innovative solutions with key global stakeholders. 

Building inclusive innovation approaches into international 
assistance programming requires partners to ensure that 
women and girls are involved in the innovation process, 
both as beneficiaries and as innovators in their own right. 
To support the gender equality and innovation nexus, Global 
Affairs Canada chaired the Gender Equality Working Group 
as part of its engagement with the Alliance. In October 2018, 
the Alliance also published a new tool to guide the integration 
of gender considerations into innovation initiatives. The 
tool provides practical advice on applying a gender lens to 
innovation and identifying gender-related barriers. 

Global Affairs Canada also supports the Manitoba Council for 
International Cooperation in implementing a new Fund for 
Innovation and Transformation project under the SMO for 
Impact and Innovation initiative. This five-year fund supports 
Canadian SMOs with funding and capacity building to test 
innovative solutions and foster learning in innovation. The 
Fund provides successful applicants with $150,000 to 
$250,000 over a 6- to 15-month period to test innovative 
solutions to pressing development challenges that will 
advance gender equality and the empowerment of women 
and girls, in partnership with local organizations. The project 
will fund between 50 and 70 initiatives starting in 2019-2020.

Digital innovations to improve learning

Integrating displaced communities through education has the 
potential to empower and encourage peaceful co-existence 
with host communities. In 2018-2019, Canada’s IDRC supported 
a project in Lebanon that focused on cost-effective digital 
learning to build digital literacy, programming, critical thinking, 
collaboration, and communications skills among Lebanese 
and Syrian refugee students through the Coder Maker Digital 
Innovations Kit. The project also built the capacity of local 
educators to ensure the approach is integrated into the 
mainstream education system. 

“Smart glasses” is one example of a project designed and built by 
Lebanese and Syrian classmates using the Coder Maker Digital 
Innovations Kit. The glasses—equipped with a small computer, an 
ultrasonic sensor, and a motor that vibrates at different intensities  
to indicate obstacles—have helped a visually impaired student move around independently. The team’s grades and behaviour have 
also improved, and they are motivated to tackle a second development stage to refine the glasses. 

The programming has bridged relationships between local Lebanese and Syrian refugee students by bringing the two cultures 
together in a creative and productive way. After initial success across 41 schools and 4,170 students, the Lebanese government 
has expressed a strong desire to scale up the project across the country.

Country: Lebanon © International Education Association

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_ia-paif_ai.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_ia-paif_ai.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_ia-paif_ai.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.idiainnovation.org/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b156e3bf2e6b10bb0788609/t/5bb2252bf4e1fc029f7b1c26/1538401591847/Toward+Bridging+Gender+Equality+%26+Innovation_FNL.pdf
http://fit-fit.ca/
http://fit-fit.ca/
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/P005399001
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Canada participates in several knowledge sharing 
communities to exchange best practices and foster a culture 
of innovation in partnerships with Canadian civil society 
organizations. For example, Global Affairs Canada facilitates 
a multi-stakeholder development innovation community of 
practice with Canadian civil society organizations. Meetings 
have contributed to building a common understanding on 
development innovation, and have stimulated new ways of 
approaching development. This platform has also increased 
collaboration with the Canadian private sector to share best 
practices and disseminate collective learning for better 

development outcomes. This contributed to fostering new 
inclusive partnerships through consultation and dialogue.

Recognizing the importance of data to drive evidence-based 
decision making, Canada tabled a proposal in June 2018  
to establish an innovation marker in the OECD-DAC Creditor 
Reporting System. This would enable OECD-DAC members 
and international stakeholders to identify and track innovation 
components in international assistance projects in a systematic 
way. Canada, Australia, Belgium, France, and Slovenia are 
currently piloting the innovation marker and its methodology.

Changing men’s attitudes in reproductive health decisions

Men’s attitudes toward women’s use of reproductive health services is critical to improving health outcomes and women’s 
health decision making. In 2018-2019, Global Affairs Canada supported the Strengthening Health Outcomes for Women and 
Children project with Plan International Canada. The project is a gender transformative initiative aimed at increasing the quality 
and availability of essential sexual and reproductive health services to reduce maternal and child mortality among marginalized 
and vulnerable communities in Bangladesh, Ghana, Haiti, Nigeria and Senegal. This was done through innovative training, in 
partnership with Promundo-U.S., on male and father engagement.

In Nigeria, the project increased men’s knowledge of key gender equality messages from 60% in 2016 to 73% in 2018. This 
included knowledge of family planning services as well as the importance of men supporting their partners during and after 
pregnancy. In that country, the perception among mothers was that there was increased support from their male counterparts, 
and substantially so with regard to family planning and breastfeeding. Moreover, the proportion of Nigerian mothers reporting 
joint decision-making practices for decisions on managing household finances, the use of family planning methods and the 
purchase or sale of household assets increased notably. For example, among adolescent mothers, joint decision making with 
fathers increased for pregnant women seeking medical services from 20% to 37%.

For more information on this project, please consult its profile on Global Affairs Canada’s Project Browser: https://w05.
international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D001999001

Country: Senegal © Plan International

https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D001999001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D001999001
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INNOVATIVE FINANCING FOR 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
With an estimated $2.5-trillion annual financing gap to 
reach the Sustainable Development Goals, the international 
community must mobilize all sources of financing for 
sustainable development, including official development 
assistance and private capital. While ODA will remain a  
key source of development financing, Canada, along  
with other country partners, recognizes that it alone is 
insufficient to achieve the SDGs. Canada strongly supports 
the 2015 Addis Ababa Action Agenda to mobilize all  
sources of development financing.

Recognizing the important role that ODA can play in catalyzing 
private investments, Canada expanded its development 
financing toolkit to more effectively support private sector 
engagement and resource mobilization. For example, in  
2018-2019, Global Affairs Canada worked to operationalize  
the five-year, $1.59-billion International Assistance Innovation 
Program and Sovereign Loan Program announced in Budget 
2018. These programs give the government greater flexibility 
for pursuing innovative financing arrangements and 
partnerships in support of the SDGs. Through the new 
International Financial Assistance Act, Global Affairs Canada 
obtained new legislative authorities for the provision of 
sovereign loans, guarantees, and equity. This complements 
existing and new authorities for conditionally and unconditionally 
repayable contributions, which can be used to mobilize private 
capital, such as by having public sector investments absorb the 
risks that discourage more private sector investing in developing 
country markets.

In 2018-2019, Global Affairs Canada developed policy 
guidance to advance gender equality and the empowerment 
of women and girls through innovative financing. The 
guidance note aims to disrupt power relationships in finance 
and influence the deployment of capital toward investments 
that advance gender equality and women’s empowerment,  
as well as ensure a much higher level of ambition and 
commitment to a more equitable future for women and girls.

In 2018-2019, Canada continued to demonstrate international 
leadership by furthering the conversation on innovative 
financing, engaging the private sector on sustainable 
development and establishing new innovative partnerships. 
For example, during Canada’s G7 presidency in 2018, Canada 

raised the global profile of innovative financing as a critical 
tool to achieve the SDGs. G7 leaders issued the Charlevoix 
commitment on innovative financing for development. The 
Commitment supports innovative financing approaches 
and promotes greater transparency and accountability of 
blended finance operations, including the implementation of 
the OECD-DAC Blended Finance Principles, adopted in 2017. 
Blended finance is the strategic use of public development 
finance to mobilize additional finance, such as commercial 
finance, toward sustainable development. The Commitment 
also commits to foster new partnerships, support vulnerable 
developing countries, and make use of capital as a tool to 
enhance women’s economic empowerment. Other key 
initiatives in support of financing for development launched 
during Canada’s G7 presidency include the G7 Institutional 
Investors Leadership Initiative and the 2X Challenge: Financing 
for Women. See the G7 and G20 section under the Canada’s 
partners chapter for more details on these initiatives. 

In October 2018, under the leadership of the Government of 
Indonesia and the OECD, the Tri Hita Karana (THK) Roadmap 
for Blended Finance was launched. The THK Roadmap, which 
has garnered wide and inclusive support, establishes a shared 
value system and terms of reference among international 
partners for the action required to deliver on the SDGs. 
It builds upon the OECD-DAC Blended Finance Principles 
and aims to increase transparency, evidence and data, best 
practices, and policy recommendations in blended finance 
transactions. Canada played an active role in the development 
of the Roadmap by advocating for a stronger focus on women 
and girls as beneficiaries of blended finance initiatives. The 
OECD has convened five THK working groups to develop 
guidance and recommendations for blended finance. Global 
Affairs Canada co-chairs the THK Transparency Working 
Group, along with the OECD Secretariat and the International 
Finance Corporation, to sensitize partners that sharing more 
information can expand the practice of blended finance and 
make it a meaningful tool for development. 

At the United Nations, Canada’s permanent representative 
was requested to co-facilitate the 7th High-Level Dialogue on 
Financing for Development in September 2019. This meeting, 
held during the high-level United Nations General Assembly 
week, brought together global leaders to discuss challenges 
and next steps to closing the development financing gap.

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/I-19.3/page-1.html
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_fsd-paif_fdd.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/assets/pdfs/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/2018-06-09-innovative_financing-financement_novateur-en.pdf
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/assets/pdfs/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/2018-06-09-innovative_financing-financement_novateur-en.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-sustainable-development/development-finance-topics/OECD-Blended-Finance-Principles.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-sustainable-development/development-finance-topics/Tri-Hita-Karana-Roadmap-for-Blended-Finance.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-sustainable-development/development-finance-topics/Tri-Hita-Karana-Roadmap-for-Blended-Finance.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffddialogue/
https://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffddialogue/
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FinDev Canada’s contributions  
to sustainable development

FinDev Canada, Canada’s 
development finance institution, 
aims to bridge the gap between 
traditional development assistance 
and commercial financial support. 

Consistent with the Feminist International Assistance Policy, 
FinDev Canada financing is provided to support sustainable 
development, women’s economic empowerment, and 
gender equality, as well as climate change mitigation and 
adaptation through the provision of financial services to 
the private sector in developing countries. 

In 2018-2019, FinDev Canada established partnerships 
with other DFIs and IFIs, including the Netherlands 
Development Finance Company, CDC Group (the United 
Kingdom’s DFI), Finnfund (a DFI from Finland), the 
Association of bilateral European Development Finance 
Institutions, the Inter-American Development Bank and the 
African Development Bank. Through these partnerships, 
FinDev Canada seeks joint investment opportunities and 
shares best practices to achieve the SDGs. FinDev Canada 
also committed to the 2X Challenge, an effort of the 
G7 DFI’s to collectively mobilize US$3 billion by the end  
of 2020 to invest in businesses and funds that contribute 
to gender equality in developing countries.

In December 2018, FinDev Canada announced its second 
deal, a US$20-million investment in Climate Investor One 
(CIO), to support the transition to renewable energies in 
developing countries. CIO is an innovative blended finance 
initiative, which is helping fast track some 1,100 MW 
of renewable energy, benefiting 8 million people and 
mobilizing up to US$3 billion in private capital. In addition  
to helping avoid approximately 1.2 million metric tons of 
CO2 emissions, the projects supported by CIO are expected 
to create over 25,000 temporary and permanent jobs.

EXPERIMENTATION
Experimentation means testing and comparing the effects 
and impacts of activities, projects, programs or approaches 
using robust, fitting methodology. It helps Canada and its 
partners learn what works better, thus informing decisions  
to deliver greater impact. Experimentation is used to test both 
development innovations as well as existing development 
initiatives. It is one of the many instruments in the toolbox  
for evidence-based decision making. 

Ethical and rigorous experimentation is central to the Canada’s 
focus on evidence-based policy-making, results, and delivery 
(see Experimentation Direction for Deputy Heads - December 
2016). Global Affairs Canada approved an experimentation 
statement in 2018 that highlights the role of experimentation 
in helping the department deliver on its mandate, measure 
its impacts, and provide best-in-class results for Canadians. 
Additionally, the Feminist International Assistance Policy 
commits to encouraging greater experimentation in Canada’s 
international assistance initiatives. 

To this end, Global Affairs Canada is working to increase the 
level of awareness and knowledge around experimentation, 
as well as the availability of expert advice for the design and 
implementation of experiments. In 2018-2019, main actions 
included gathering data on experiments planned or under 
way; integrating experimentation into departmental governance 
bodies and decision-making processes; continuing to develop 
an internal experimentation community of practice; and 
dedicating increased human and financial resources to 
experimentation. In one example of experimentation, a food 
security project in East Africa with the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank, funded by Global Affairs Canada, compares soil health 
in agricultural fields. It pairs fields that use conservation 
agriculture with others using existing methods to determine 
the impact of conservation agriculture. Experiments like this 
help generate better evidence to increase the effectiveness of 
Canada’s international assistance.

AID EFFECTIVENESS  
AND EFFICIENCY
In the Feminist International Assistance Policy, Canada 
commits to improving the effectiveness of its international 
assistance, including by working in more effective 
partnerships with civil society, multilateral and international 
organizations, philanthropic foundations, developing country 
governments at all levels, the private sector, and emerging 
official donors. 

As part of this commitment, Canada has served since 2017  
on the Steering Committee of the Global Partnership 
for Effective Development Cooperation. This is the only 
international platform that focuses exclusively on improving 
the quality and impact of development cooperation. 

In 2018-2019, Canada contributed to the creation of tools and 
approaches to help development actors work in increasingly 
inclusive, developing-country-driven partnerships that are 
transparent, accountable, and focused on results.

https://www.findevcanada.ca/en
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-hub/services/reports-resources/experimentation-direction-deputy-heads.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-hub/services/reports-resources/experimentation-direction-deputy-heads.html
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D001636001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D001636001
http://effectivecooperation.org/
http://effectivecooperation.org/
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Specific accomplishments in this period include the 
endorsement by the GPEDC Steering Committee of a fourth 
co-chair, a position that will rotate between non-executive 
members of the GPEDC and is currently held by a civil society 
organization. This is a uniquely innovative and inclusive 
governance arrangement for a global platform. Other 
achievements include the Kampala Principles, a pioneering 
effort by a diverse group of development actors to reconcile 
differing perspectives on how to create private sector 
partnerships in development cooperation; and the Global 
Partnership’s tailored approach for monitoring effectiveness 
in fragile contexts, which is expected to provide data that  
will help donors be more effective in fragile and conflict-
affected situations.

In 2018-2019, Canada also played a key role in two global 
partnership initiatives (GPIs), which are effectiveness 
communities of practice under the GPEDC umbrella. As a 
co-founder of the GPI on Effective Triangular Cooperation, 
Canada helped redefine “triangular cooperation” within the 
contemporary landscape and helped develop Voluntary 
Guidelines for Effective Triangular Cooperation. Canada 
also co-chairs the International Dialogue for Peacebuilding 
and State-building, which aims to increase the effective 
engagement of development actors in fragile and conflict-
affected areas. 

Domestically, over the reporting period, the Task Force on 
Improving Effectiveness continued to examine ways to simplify 
and streamline the processes and mechanisms that guide how 
Global Affairs Canada and partners work together to deliver 

international assistance programming. In 2018-2019, three 
solutions teams tackled specific issues associated with the 
negotiation process for contribution agreements, reporting, 
and low dollar-value projects. Through these solutions teams, 
25 recommendations were presented to Global Affairs Canada 
for consideration.

Global Affairs Canada continues its internal efforts to improve 
the efficiency of its international assistance programming. 
In 2018-2019, key areas of focus included risk management, 
program-level planning and reporting, and the simplification 
of contribution agreement requirements. The department 
also continued its efforts to streamline processes and test 
new approaches. For example, a new two-step approach for 
unsolicited international assistance project proposals was 
implemented to significantly reduce our partners’ effort and 
cost for an initial funding application. In addition, Global Affairs 
Canada launched the Policy on Cost-Sharing for Grant and 
Non-Repayable Contribution Agreements, which provided 
greater clarity to staff, applicants as well as recipients. 
An International Assistance Results Reporting Guide for 
Partners was published in 2018 and a related webinar was 
delivered to 86 partner staff from 65 organizations to help our 
implementing partners manage for results. This new reporting 
guide is a direct result of the work of the joint implementing 
partners and Global Affairs Canada’s Task Force on Improving 
Effectiveness, which proposed several recommendations 
to improve project reporting. In addition, over 325 Global 
Affairs Canada staff members at headquarters and in the field 
participated in results-based management training sessions.

https://effectivecooperation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Principles-Flyer-English-1.pdf
https://effectivecooperation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/FCAS-monitoring-approach.pdf
https://effectivecooperation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/FCAS-monitoring-approach.pdf
https://effectivecooperation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/FCAS-monitoring-approach.pdf
https://effectivecooperation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/VOLUNTARY-GUIDELINES-FOR-EFFECTIVE-TRIANGULAR-COOPERATION.pdf
https://effectivecooperation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/VOLUNTARY-GUIDELINES-FOR-EFFECTIVE-TRIANGULAR-COOPERATION.pdf
https://www.international.gc.ca/development-developpement/partners-partenaires/bt-oa/cost_sharing-partage_couts.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/development-developpement/partners-partenaires/bt-oa/cost_sharing-partage_couts.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/assets/pdfs/funding-financement/assistance_results_guide_partners-guide_resultats_aide_partenaires-en.pdf
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/assets/pdfs/funding-financement/assistance_results_guide_partners-guide_resultats_aide_partenaires-en.pdf
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Canadian market access and  
capacity-building services

Global Affairs Canada, in collaboration with the 
International Development Research Centre, is supporting 
TFO Canada’s Artisan Hub, an innovative initiative that 
contributes to women’s economic empowerment by 
promoting women-led and -owned SMEs from developing 
countries in the specialty textile and garment sector.

In 2018-2019, the initiative helped SMEs from eight least-
developed countries (Bangladesh, Cambodia, Ethiopia, 
Haiti, Lesotho, Madagascar, Nepal and Uganda) secure 
new export sales and overcome obstacles to expand 
exports to Canada. After field missions and exhibitions in 
three Canadian cities, 30 companies offering hand-crafted 
home décor products, apparel, and accessories were 
selected to participate in the Apparel Textile Sourcing 
Canada show in Toronto in August 2018. The innovative 
project helps artisans reach beyond their local markets 
by linking with new Canadian markets for their products. 
Women entrepreneurs represented the largest portion of 
project beneficiaries, with 19 companies (63%) owned  
or managed by women. After the show, companies from 
six countries reported $225,898 in new export sales,  
and nine companies created nearly 250 new jobs, mostly 
for women.

For more information on this project, please consult its 
profile on Global Affairs Canada’s Project Browser: https://
w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/
project-projet/details/D000170001

AID TRANSPARENCY
Aid transparency is essential to development effectiveness. 
It facilitates the coordination of aid at the country level and 
helps citizens hold their governments to account. Global 
Affairs Canada leads efforts to strengthen the transparency 
of Canada’s international assistance and enable citizens to 
see how Canada’s funding flows through partners to deliver 
development activities and results on the ground.

As noted in Budget 2018 and Budget 2019, the Government 
of Canada is committed to enhancing its international 
assistance reporting and to ensuring that information on 
Canada’s international assistance activities is accessible and 
transparent. As part of this effort, the government brought 
forward reforms to the International Assistance Envelope 
funding and reporting structure, which is detailed in the 
International Assistance Envelope chapter. The present report 
is also part of the Government of Canada’s efforts to enhance 
reporting by merging existing international assistance 
reporting to Parliament into one consolidated document. 

Global Affairs Canada worked with stakeholders in 2018-2019 
to develop an approach to further enhance the transparency 
of Canada’s international assistance and support the global 
adoption of open government principles. The resulting 
guidance note, Canada’s Approach to Transparency and Open 
Dialogue in Canadian International Assistance, encourages 
staff and partners to increase transparency and open 
dialogue in Canada’s international assistance and on the  
global stage. This approach builds on Canada’s efforts,  
as the 2018-2019 co-chair of the Open Government 
Partnership, to build stronger, more accountable, and 
responsive democracies.

Canada is also an active member of the International 
Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI), an international multi-
stakeholder initiative that promotes the publication and use 
of open and standardized data on development financing. 
Global Affairs Canada’s Project Browser provides access to 
the department’s IATI data, which is updated on a daily basis. 
The department’s website also offers searchable interactive 
reports and statistics on Canada’s international assistance. 
Continued improvements in the transparency and accessibility 
of Global Affairs Canada’s information enabled the department 
to achieve a score of 79.6% in the 2018 Aid Transparency 
Index, up from 76.3% in 2016.

Country: Canada © TFO Canada

http://artisanhub.ca/index.php
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D000170001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D000170001
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/project-projet/details/D000170001
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_todia-paif_mdoai.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/fiap_todia-paif_mdoai.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/
https://w05.international.gc.ca/projectbrowser-banqueprojets/?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/open_data-donnees_ouvertes.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/open_data-donnees_ouvertes.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.publishwhatyoufund.org/the-index/2018/
https://www.publishwhatyoufund.org/the-index/2018/
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FEDERAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PROVIDING 
INTERNATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE

Global Affairs Canada
Global Affairs Canada is the lead federal department 
responsible for coordinating Canada’s international assistance 
policy and programming worldwide, including delivering 
its development, humanitarian, and peace and security-
related programming. The department works with country 
partners, multilateral organizations, Canadian civil society 
partners, private sector actors, and other government 
institutions to develop and implement innovative and 
sustainable development programs and initiatives around 
the world. Under the Feminist International Assistance 
Policy, Global Affairs Canada champions gender equality 
and empowerment of women and girls across all Canadian 
international assistance efforts to help eradicate poverty and 
build a more peaceful, inclusive, and prosperous world. This 
includes providing international assistance that is human 
rights-based and inclusive, delivered through the six inter-
linked action areas of the policy. Global Affairs Canada also 
leads in improving the effectiveness of Canada’s international 
assistance through more integrated and responsive 
assistance, investing in innovation and research, delivering 
better reporting on results, developing more effective 
partnerships, and concentrating on the regions of the world 
where we can make the greatest difference, particularly for 
women and girls.

Department of Finance Canada
The Department of Finance Canada provides funding to the 
World Bank Group, the International Monetary Fund, and 
regional development banks to achieve results across the full 
range of Canada’s international assistance priorities. Finance 
Canada also supports the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative, 
which helps decrease debt-service payments in developing 
countries; supports the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 
to address the significant infrastructure gap in Asia; and works 
with the EBRD to catalyze private capital for development. 

Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada plays a 
significant role in upholding Canada’s international obligations 
and humanitarian tradition by engaging both domestic and 
international stakeholders to develop and implement timely, 
efficient, and effective refugee protection policies and 
programs. Canada is also recognized internationally for  
its migration model and promotion of orderly, managed 
migration pathways.

International Development 
Research Centre
Canada’s International Development Research Centre invests 
in knowledge, innovation, and solutions to improve lives and 
livelihoods in the developing world. Bringing together the right 
partners around opportunities for impact, IDRC builds leaders 
for today and tomorrow, and helps drive change for those 
who need it most. IDRC-supported research builds evidence, 
informs decisions, and generates opportunities that promote 
an equitable, diverse, and prosperous world.

Environment and Climate  
Change Canada
Environment and Climate Change Canada supports developing 
countries’ transition to low-carbon, sustainable, and climate-
resilient economies. The department’s support is delivered 
through multilateral, regional and bilateral initiatives. The 
support focuses on areas such as disaster risk reduction, 
clean technologies, waste management, and capacity building. 
The department particularly focuses on helping the poorest 
and most vulnerable populations mitigate against and adapt to 
the consequences of climate change. 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police is responsible for 
deploying Canadian police officers to peace operations  
around the world. Canadian police assist in building and 
strengthening law-enforcement capacity in fragile and 
conflict-affected countries. By building the capacity of  
foreign police to maintain law and order, Canadian police  
help support global peace and security by creating safer  
nd more stable local environments. 
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Canada Revenue Agency
The Canada Revenue Agency is a key member of international 
tax organizations. It shares knowledge and technical support 
with tax administrations in developing countries both 
bilaterally and multilaterally. The CRA’s efforts contribute in 
helping developing countries strengthen their capacity to 
better mobilize domestic resources, and achieve self-reliance 
and sustainable development. With increased knowledge 
and expertise, developing countries can also participate, 
on an equal footing, in the global tax dialogue and assist in 
combatting tax evasion and tax avoidance by implementing 
international tax standards.

Department of National Defence
The Department of National Defence provides certain support 
to developing countries, including capacity-building activities 
and responses to humanitarian emergencies. This included 
responding to the earthquake and tsunami that affected 
Indonesia in September 2018. Further, the Canadian Armed 
Forces maintained Operation PROTEUS, which supports 
efforts to develop the security conditions necessary for an 
eventual two-state solution between Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority. Deployed personnel provide training and technical 
assistance to develop the Palestinian Authority’s ability to 
provide a safe and secure environment for its citizens and 
promote peace in the region.

Innovation, Science and Economic 
Development Canada
Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada 
is Canada’s official representative at the International 
Telecommunication Union, the lead UN agency for 
telecommunications and ICT. The organization, via the  
ITU’s Development Sector, provides opportunities,  
especially to developing countries, to acquire the  
specialized knowledge and skills they need to engage  
in and benefit from telecommunication technologies. It  
is an important source of information, education and  
training in this field. 

Employment and Social 
Development Canada
The Labour Program of Employment and Social Development 
Canada, in collaboration with Global Affairs Canada, 
ensures that Canada plays a key leadership role within the 
International Labour Organization (ILO) in developing and 
maintaining a strong body of international labour standards. 
The Labour Program also provides technical assistance 
to support capacity-building projects implemented by 
international organizations and regional NGOs on behalf  
of Canada. Technical assistance is earmarked for projects  
that support the modernization of labour policy and 
administration in order to strengthen democratic governance, 
promote workers’ rights, and improve the quality of working 
conditions in partner countries. The Labour Program works 
closely with the ILO to implement many of these technical 
assistance initiatives.

Parks Canada
Parks Canada plays an important role in supporting global 
efforts to conserve and present natural and cultural 
heritage. The Agency is involved in a wide range of 
international activities focused on sharing information and 
best practices related to the management of protected areas 
and heritage places. In addition to working collaboratively 
with various international partners, the Agency provides 
annual financial contributions to a number of international 
organizations as multilateral support for natural and cultural 
heritage conservation, including the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature, the International Centre for the Study 
of Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property, and the 
UNESCO World Heritage Centre, which administers the World 
Heritage Fund.

Public Health Agency of Canada
The Public Health Agency of Canada represents Canada  
at the World Health Organization and the Pan American 
Health Organization. PAHO serves as both the WHO’s 
Regional Office and the specialized health agency of the 
Inter-American System. In terms of international assistance,  
the Agency provides financial and in-kind support for PAHO  
and WHO initiatives aimed at strengthening health systems in 
developing countries.
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Canada Post
Canada Post provides Canada’s membership contribution 
to the Universal Postal Union (UPU). A portion of this 
contribution is dedicated to the UPU’s technical cooperation 
programs, which help reduce the postal divide between 
industrialized and developing countries. This assistance 
includes, among other things, support to implement postal 
reform plans based on national analyses, training, and 
purchase of equipment.

Canadian Food Inspection Agency
The Canadian Food Inspection Agency provides technical 
assistance to developing and emerging countries to help 
them enhance the sanitary and phytosanitary processes in 
their food systems. This supports their efforts to adhere to 
the World Trade Organization’s Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Measures Agreement and other international trade standards. 
Assistance is aimed primarily at facilitating the countries’ 
development and implementation of science-based and risk-
based measures and processes. This demonstrates the CFIA’s 
global leadership in food safety, animal health, and plant 
protection, and helps ensure safe food for Canadians.

Statistics Canada
Statistics Canada’s development initiatives focus on 
capacity-building support to accountable public institutions—
specifically, national statistical offices and other key actors in 
national statistical systems in developing countries. It provides 
Canadian statistical expertise to the development of sound 
global indicators for measuring the Sustainable Development 
Goals, and to helping other countries measure progress 
toward achieving them, particularly in education, sustainable 
economic growth and the environment.

Canadian Space Agency
The Canadian Space Agency is a member of the International 
Charter: Space and Major Disasters. This charter is a 
worldwide collaboration among space agencies to provide 
unified access to space-based data to support disaster relief 
operations at no cost to the end user. Canada contributes 
by offering valuable data from satellite RADARSAT-2 and a 
24/7 emergency call service for disaster cases throughout 
the world. These services help mitigate the impact of natural 
or technological disasters on human life and property.

Canadian Intellectual 
Property Office 
The Canadian Intellectual Property Office’s international 
assistance contribution consists primarily of technical 
assistance on intellectual property management for 
developing countries. In 2018-2019, this assistance was 
provided through an annual workshop on intellectual  
property services to 12 senior intellectual property 
representatives of developing and least-developed countries.

Canadian Museum of Nature
The Canadian Museum of Nature is a scientific and 
educational institution that helps Canadians and others 
connect with the natural world. The museum’s international 
assistance activities consist of its institutional contribution 
as a member of the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature. The union enables the development of partnerships 
and networks, and facilitates knowledge sharing and capacity 
building among members toward the conservation and 
sustainable use of the earth’s resources. The union has 
a global program of activities that contributes to habitat 
conservation, ecological integrity and the conservation of 
biological diversity. Their activities emphasize the engagement 
of youth and the importance of gender equality and the 
empowerment of women.

Public Service Commission  
of Canada
The Public Service Commission of Canada (PSC) is 
responsible for promoting and safeguarding a merit-based, 
representative, and non-partisan Canadian public service. 
The PSC provides international assistance by organizing 
knowledge-sharing sessions with representatives from 
public service organizations in developing countries. Areas of 
interest include recruitment process, personnel assessment, 
and oversight and audit functions. Engagement with foreign 
counterparts supports capacity building in their public service.




