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Introduction:
This study of prairie dogs (Cymomys ludovicianus ludovicianys
Ord,) in the Val Marie area of Saskatchewsn is part of an overall
study of the Val Marie - Killdeer region to determine its potential
as a Prairie Park, Previous studies (Elliott (1964), Carson, Watson,
Beck and Elliott (1965), and Merrill and iuir (1965)) have indicated
the area has a high potential as a Prairie Park, The above studies
in particular Elliott (1964) make refsrence to prairie-dog towns in
the Val Marie area and Mr, Elliott provided considerable information
of locations and conditions of these "dog" towns,
Though prairie dogs were the prime concern in this study,
it was also required that data be gathered on the following subjects:
(1) A determination of the carrying capacity and range condition
with particular reference to the possibility of re-stocking
the area with animals now extinct, for example buffalo and

fox.,
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(2) A mammal and bird census,

(3) Major animal populations and their habitat and environ-
mental situation,

(4) The possibls effect of visitor use and recreation impact
upon the wildlife of the prairie,

Soper (1932) reported on his extensive field survey work
in search of prairie dog towns in southern Alberta and S.W.
Saskatchewan in 1927 and 1937, The same author reported further on
the status of prairie-dogs in Western Canada in 1944 (Soper, 1944).
His findings revealed no prairie dogs in Alberta and a few eolonies
in the Val Marie area of Saskatchewan along Frenchman river, It is
now understood that this localized concentration of prairie dogs
along the Frenchman creek watershed east of Vel Marie is the only
area in Canada where this speciss is to be found,

Some poisoning of these coloniszs has occurred within the
past decade by local ranchers while on the other hand the Saskatchewan
Provinecial Goverament has provided some grazing tax abatement to
ranchers grazing cattle on the Dixon Community Pasture in an effort
to prevent further reductions of prairie-dog populations. It was
deemed advisable to bring the data up to date on prairie-dog numbers
and distributions,

At this date the study is not complete and it is hoped
that a one-week field trip in the fall can be arranged to complete
the investigation on the above mentioned four subjects in addition

to the prairie-dog investigation,



Procedure:

To become acquainted with short-grass prairie plant
communities and related bird and mammal species, the author attended
the Annual American Society of Renge lanagement Field Trip in the
Cypress Hills region of 8,E, Alberta and S.W. Saskatchewan for the
period July 20 - 22, 1966, The field study was designed to discuss
the various plant communities znd their reactions to various grazing
pressures by livestock and big game, At prescribed stops, talks
on vegetation, wildlife, geology and history of the Cypress Hills
area were given by anthorities on each subject,

From the Cypress Hills the author travelled to Zastend
and then to Shaunavon for interviews with old-time residents Corky
Jones, Billy Boch and Dr, Dixon, These gentlemen volunteered
considerable information on early populations and distributions of
prairie-dogs, bison, kit fox, black-footed ferrets and eagles in
southern Saskatchewan,

The author then proceeded to the Frenchman creek area east
of Val iarie where ranchers Walt Larsen, Bruce Dixon and Raymond
Zonvoisin were interviewed with regards to current and past pop-
ulations of the above species, Four of the existing ten prairie~
dog towns were examined by the author to gather first hand information
on their current status. A continuous record was also kept of all

wildlife observed during the study,
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4 brief history of cach colony or sighting is presented
below:
Colonigs_# 1_& 2~

Ranchers in the lclachern and Horse creek areas reporbeld
to Elliott (1964) that these colonies were active up to about 1912
at which time they and the Richardson's ground squirrel's died of?f

as a result of some disecase,

Solony 3=

This small colony comprised of 26 burrows was studied in
1927 by Soper (op. cit.). As this colony occupisd the Frenchman
river lowlands that wes flooded by a storage dam built in 1937, the
colony cied out that year and no new colonies adjacent to this one

have been reported,

Solouy_ 4=

This colony is reported to have been the original prairie-
dog town from which other colonies along Frenchmen river originated,
According to rancher Walt Larsen (persoaal interview July 26, 19%6€)
it was the only known dog-town in 1914, During the drought of the
1930's he reports that prairie-dogs moved northward across Frenchman
river and eastward from this colony to establish new colonics in the
vieinity of Breed and Otter creeks., In 1929, i, F. Bradshaw of the
Saskatchewan Provincial Museum visited this dog-town (Sec,25 ~2 ~13
W3rd) and reported it to contain 500 mounds with some 1,000 prairiz=-
dogs (Soper, 1944)., In 1937 Soper estimated this colony to cover at

least 700 acres with mounds 25 - 50 yards apart and supporting rouzhly
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8,700 animals (bone s loc, cit.)., This eolon 1 is still active,

Colonies_5_& 6~

Colony 5 consists of & specimen collected in July 1934, 12
miles S,E, of Cadillac and presently in the Hational ifuseum of Canada,
It was believed to be a stray or scout from the "Prairie-dog Buttes®
colony some 27 miles due south (Soper, loc, cit,), Colony 6 was
reported bo exist in 1930 near the Consul-Val lerie railway a few

miles S,E, of Supreme, This was reported to be a snall colony,

(6]

.

Q

r

presunebly at the headvaters of Babile cresk which flows soubhward

1

here have been no further records

3

inte 41k river (Soper loc, cit,),

from these two locations,

Solony 7=
This lafge eolony lies west of the Bruce Dixon rasch on
the west side of Frenchmen river, It was visited in 1931 by Charles
Holmes of Dollard, Saskatchewsn who reported thet it extended over
500 acres, It lies neasrly nidway between the mouths of Little Bread
and Otter creeks, although on the opposite zide of Frenchuwan river
(3oper, loc, cit,). This eolony is showm in Figs, 2-7 inclusive,
The erea coverszd by the colony appears to be nearly one square milz
or roughly 500 acres, On July 26th at 7:45 P.. I was able to coutt

B

396 prairie dogs, visible from one spot usi ing a 7 x 50 pair of
binoculars, I would estimate their totel numbers to be at least

hree times this figure or roughly 1,200 plus, There is no higtory
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of prairie~dog poisoning at this colony and the "town® is presently
thriving, Aesthetically, this prairie-dog town is in a very picturesque

setting,

Golonies 2 & 9=

These colonies occur along Big Breed creek and zre rel-
atively small colonies, I have not personally viewed them but they
are reported to be quite active according to rencher Bruce Dixen,
Soper (loc, cit.) makes reference to colony 9 in the E{15 2 -11 W>
in his 1937 study and reported it to be 1,5 miles from Frenchmen
creek near Bilg Breed creek and about 3,5 miles morth of the colony
between the mouths of Little and Big Breed creeks. Colony 8 is
located in Secs,22823 ~2 -11 W3rd according to Elliott (op, cit.)
and from a legal description given the author by rancher Dixon,

These colonies may represent only one colony,

Solony 10-

This colony along the west side of Big Breed creek is
one of the largest prairie-dog towns in southern Saskatchewan, It
covers an area 0,8 miles long by approximately 0,25 miles wide,
Figures 8 to 12 inclusive show the preirie landscape adjscent to

and within the confines of this large colonmy,
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Figures 12 & 13 show the prairie landscape east of Big Breed

The Stipa

land is in direct contrast to the JBoutelous - Agropvron faciation found

- Agropvrop faciation characteristic of this bench

creek,
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at the Big Breed creek dog town site where Qpuntia cactus end Artemisia

frigida were prevalent,
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It is worth mentioning at this point that the common gresses

assoclated with the prairie dog towns were blue grana grass (Boubeloua

»

gracilis (45X,) Lag,), un, gress (Koelerds cristata (L.) Pers,, spear

grass (Stipa comata Trin, & Rupr, ) western and northern wheatgresses

(Agrovyron gmithii Rydb.) and (4. dasystachyum (Hook,) Zeribn, Yy

Sandberg's bluegrass (Poa secunds Presl,) and plains muhly (Mghlenhersia

guspidate (Torr,) Rydb.). Western poreupine grass (Stips spartea Trin,

var, curtiseta Hitche.) was also observed to s lesser extent sn the

M

better soil sites. The Big Breed creek prairie-dog town seemed
typical of the Bouteloua - agropyron faciation oceupying a clay

loam, eroded solonetzie soil., Viewed from a disvance, as seen in

g

igure 8, the enbire colony had a greyish-blue appearsnce due to

the prevelence of vasture sage (Arbemisis frizida Willd.,). Both
e

Opuntia and Jamillaria cactus were common, OCommon forbs observed
at thie doz town were Colorado rubber-weed (Hymenoxxs richardsonii

(Hook,) Cockerell, stemless rubberwesd (H. acaulis (Pursh) Parker),

plains aster (Aster ganescens Pursh), rabbit brush (Chrysothamnys
nauseosus (Pall,) Sritt,), small flowered rocket (Erysimam

suconspicuun (S, Wats,) ikenm,), purple prairie~clover (Petalostenon

purpureun (Vent,) Rydb,), showy everlastings (Antennaria puloherrima

(Hook.) Greene and 4, nitida Greene), and wooly varrow (4chillea
lanuloss Matt,), Also present around the dog town and near Big
Breed creek were the teller shrubs and trees, in particular, hoary

sagebrush (Artemisia cana Pursh), greasewood (Sarcobatus vern vermiculatys
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& Y

(Hook,) Torr,), silver salt bush (Atriplex argentea Mutt,), western
smowberry (Symphoricarpus ocoidentalis Hook,), rose (Eosa spp.),

pr=ry

sandbar willow (Salix laterior Fowlee) and buffaloberry (Sheoherdig
The 3askatchevan Jovermnment currently vrovides a grazing
tax abatement to ranchers using the Diwon Comnunity Pasture on which
the above prairie doz town is located, These ranchers are not
required to pay graziag fees on thet portion of the pasture coverer by

prairie dog colonies, This progressive step towards conserving

Colomy 11~

This erlony loeated absub one-nall mile fronm Frenchman
v

: o . ~ . gy . 3 - P X e g o g o -
river belween the lower rsaches of 2ig and Little Breed creels was

studied in 1541 by Sooer (1944). This dos town was reported,, Mo
£l

cover nany acres on a Ary

spriakled wit sazebrash,® In 1944 this
colony was reported s Le dolng well (Bllioth op. cit.)., Hancher

Bruce Dixon gave the legal description of this colony o the aubhor

55 MEE3 =2 =11 Wird ler,

This colony lies along Little Breed oreek in “he 3

~ 1 P - ty L . .
sec,lR & S5 of See,13 =2 =11 Wird, o mention wes made of this



"town" when Soper worked the area in 1941 (Soper op, eit,), indicating
that this is a relatively new colony, It was reported to be doing

~ well in 1964 (Elliott op, eit,) though it is a relatively small colony,
Dixon's have no intention of poisoning colonies 11 & 12 so their
welfare is relatively assured for the immediate future,

Solony 13-
This colony lies along the south side of Frenchman river

and adjacent to the road running between Walt Larsen's and Bruce

r

Frenchman river valley as it appears near prairie dog town

#13, looking westward slong the south side of the river
towards Walt Larsen's residence, July 26, 1966,

Figure 14,

timothy) produced on the alluvial flood plain adjacent to

A good crop of native forage (Crested wheat grass and
Frenchman creek and near to prairie dog town #13,

Fig'ﬂre 15.
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g of =ection ownehip range 11," while Bruce Dixon zave tha
author the legsl deserintion of SWi4 =2 <11 ¥W3rd, Elliott op. cit,

2 L N . b . 43 £ T Ry P 4
shows 1t lying in 3ee,7 =2 =11 W3rd and that it contained about 50

(—}'
R
s
[
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- - -~ s
ourrows, When the = exezmined the colony on July 26, 1966, 113
mounas vere counved and 91 preirie-~dogs were vigible ahove ground,

ed shown in Figure 14 and south

It is very asceasi road shown

Thers sre sigos ing recent 3

These c¢olonies lie in Secs,b&8, Twp.3, Rze.l2 Wird ier,

» .

on the north side of Frenchman river, They zre situsted on an alluvisl
and "outwash" fan below the rattlesnske nest marked on Figure 16,
Oolony #15 is shown on thig fimire snd the viever will note the
deteriorated condition of the “town" f

program duriag the last three years

cobuebbing over the enlirance but

prior to being poisoned in 1963,

y

Q

£ 1 3 - ] RS PO B - P F R oL 4 doomt e 19
for this peried by the prairie c¢ogs., One year after the towns were

poisoned out the ares returned 4o =a heavy stand of "bluejointh,
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The main grasses observed by the author at these locations were junegrass,

Figures 16 & 17 show the good stands of grass that have taken over
western wheatgrass, northern wheat grass, Sandberg's bluegrass and

both colonies,
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plains muhly, The good stands of grass presently being produced on
these old dog-towns as well as the report by the rancher that the
area wag o productive livestock winter range prior to the prairie-dogs
teking it over seems to contradict the common belief that prairie

dogs do not seriously deplete cattle forage and that they occupy poor
range sites,

The site of the parent prairie-dog town (Colony #4) described
above and active since prior to 191/ can be seen in the background of
Figure 17 on the south side of Frenchman river, The river course is
represented by a dark browse line while the dog town is located in the
valley to the south of the river, In the forezround can be seen some
of the old mounds from Colony 14 elthough the néar-complete grass

cover indicates that this colony has elmostly completels disappeared,
Ilu WL

¢ Sonditions_snd Carrving Cepagities

lg!
5

In the Val iarie area 50 to 60 acres of range are required
to maintain one animal-unit on a yearly hasis (ierrill, 1965), The
best livestock and bison range was observed to be along the bench
land above Frenchman river (Figures 12 & 13), Portions of the flat
alluvial plains slong the Frenchman river have fair livestock cerrying
cepacities (Figures 14 & 15), As one progresses eastvward away from
Frenchman river towards Xilldeer range conditions deteriorste and tre

area takes on a true badland aspect,
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During the 1800's bison evidently were quite common in
southern Saskatchewsn, Dr, H, Dixon on whose ranch several
prairie-dog towns occur reported having seen numerous bison skulls
in the Frenchman velley area, Rancher Walt Larsen reported that
bison evidently used the Frenchman valley a great deal as he has seen
nunerous skulls eznd deep trails made by them, He was also of the
opinion that these animals normally migrated south into ibntana or
further in the winter to return the next spring. Rancher Reymond
anvbisin of Little Breed creek remarked that bison skulls were
plentiful near a spring along this creek., This evidence shows that
Frenchman river and Breed crecks were originally favorable for biscn,
at least during portions of the year, It was commonly believed that
prior to the great overlsnd emigration to California thst divided
the bison into two bands, they were found in swuzer on the pleins
of the Saskatchewan and the Red River of the Morth and spent the
vinter in Texas (Roe 1951). iorth of the United States, bison still
performed very extended migrations as late as 1858, They are described
es merely leaving the more exposed portions of the plains during the
deepest.snows and severest periods of cold to take shelter in the open
woods, There are numerous attestations of their former abundance in
winter at Calton House, in latitude 53° east of North Battleford, as
well as at other Hudson Bey nosts (Allen 1876). Hornaday (1887)
remarks "The herds which wintered on the ibntana ranges always went

north in the early spring, usually in Mprch, so that during the time
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the hunters were hauling in the hides taken on the winter hunt the
ranges were entirely deserted, It is equally certain, however, that

a few small bands remained in certain portions of lMontana throughout
the summer, But the main body crossed the international boundary, and
spent the summer on the plains of the Sagkatchewan, vhere they wers
hunted by the half-breeds from the Red River settlements and the Indians
of the plains." Zvidently at least some bison remeined on the Wesbern
Cenadian prairies throughout the vinter, according to statements by
Catlin (1851) to the effect thateeolIt is very evident that, as high
north as Lake Winnipeg, seven or eight hndred miles north of this,
the buffalo subsists itself through the severest winbers, getting its
food chiefly by browsing amongst the timber, and by pawing through the
snow, for a bite at the grasseee®, Roe (op. cit.) seemed to feel that
although there was a pronounced north-south migration in the spring
and fall seasons there were similarily east-west movements and that
some bigon were found throughout their entire range at almost 211
periods. One may conclude then that the Val Merie -~ Killdeer ares

of Saskatchewan supported larger numbers of bison during the summer
than during the winter but that some probably remained in the most
suitable localities during the latter period, It seems reasonable

to assume that they would seek out the open wooded areas along the
north side of Wood lbuntain during veriods of inclement winter weather,
They 1ikely also concentrated in favorable micro-climatbic areas on

the open prairie, especially where protective brakes and bluffs or
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heavy willow shelter could be found. It is worth noting that rancher
Walt Lersen, who has ranched along the Frenchmen river east of Val
Merie for the past 50 odd years, states that his cattle winter very
well on the open renge of his ranch and that he suffers no appreciable
losses even during the most severe winters. This evidence suggests
that at least portions of the Frenchman valley would winter bison
satisfactorily, The author proposes to study the value of the Val
Yarie - Killdeer area for year-round bison range more fully this fa11,
Present knowledge, however, indicates that the Frenchaan river, Braed
creeks and Otter creek drainage systen is likely the most favorable

bison range of the entire Val Marie - Xilldeer region., A suggzested

by

boundary for a future bison herd is given on Figure I, This area
takes in 81l the known prairie-dog towns, includes portions of the
flat prairie bench land as well as the rough brezkes extending down-
rard to the well-wztered Frenchman river, Breed and Otter ecreek
lowlands, A1l six "Mixed Prairie" faciations described by Coupland
(1950) seem to be represented, to some degree st least, in this areas
thus allowing the bison a good variety of preirie vegetation %o
select from, It also includes areas of rough buttes, brakes and
thick willow cover that will be of value during periods of inclement

weather,

& Mammal and Bird Census_

The following species were seen in the Vsl Merie, Frenchman

river, Breed creek and Mankots areay
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3ird Species-

ke

e

Herons, Igrets, Zitterns - Family irdeidee
Tone were seen but ranch workers reported seeiny

LY ? ok o : B +
the great blue heron (Ardea herodiag) along the Trenchman

Swans, Geess, Ducks - Femily Anatidae
() Geese - Zancher Raymond bnvoisin of Tittle
Breed cresk reported having a vair of large Canada ccess

2 n 1 L 3. e EN - . -y .
on his raneh for the past two surmers,

\-..J

(Branta canadensis

Ther brought off twe goglin

-Q‘L
(b) Dugks ~ Pond ducks were common along Frenchrzan

river, Positive ideutification was not mede of ths

various groups observed though mosh apnearad to be

fote

nallerds (4nes pletvrhynchos), pintsils (4nas acube),

0

zadwells (Anas gtrepera), sreen-uinzed tesl {Anas

carolinensis), blue-winged teal (Anas disecors), shoveilers

(8patula clvpeata) and baldpates {Mareca americanal,

nltures = Family Cathartidse
(e} Iuriey yulture - (Cathartes aura
i, Corky Jones hes lived in ssubhorn
sashetchevan gince 1898 and he renorted thet turkey

vultures used to be verv plentiful p to the time of



\h, Zezlgs - Subfanmily Futeoninae

Dr, Dixon rennrts there are still

lots of bald ezgles (Baliacetus leucocephalus) in the

Vel Merie avea, while rench hands on Walt Tersen's ranch
report seeing a few hald eagles and 2lso some golden
eagles (Aouila chrvsasetus) al ng drenchman river and
Breed creek, Bruce Dixon reported that a pair of go’den
ezzles have 2 nest on Otter creek and thet two lares
golden eagles were seen in early June 196% along Frecd
creelz, Fe further reported eagles to be more numersus
during recent years, st of the eagles ars golden

eagles

(e) Herriers = Subfemily Circinae
1. ‘arsh havk (Circus cvaneus)
Five marsh hawks were seen on July 26

iy

e

and 27, observed as three singles 2nd one no
(@) Ieleong - Subfamily Faleoninae
1. Prairie falcon (Faleo mexicanys)
One was seen maing 2 sween over ths

)

prairie~-dog town in See,7 =2 =11 3rd Mer, on July 245h,

La TousEe - Pamlly Tetraonidae

(a) Sherp~tailed grouse (Pediocecetes phasisnellns)

Four broods numbering 7, 6, 5 and &

juveniles per brood were scen in the vicinity of Zig



5

Breed creek, They appear to be quite common along the
prairie bench-land and brekes leading down to the stream

bottoms, Workers on the Larsen ranch reported seeing

a flock of sbout 50 sharptails on the hayland in July, 1966

(p) Sege grouse (Centrocercus groghagigggs)
This species was found tc be very
plentiful all the way wouth of Cadillac to Vel Marie,
east of Val lMerie to Coriander, along the Frenchman river,
Big Breed creek, north to lbnkota end east to Cadillec.

.
¥

Eight broods numbering 5, 3, 6, 2, 3, 5, 5, & 7 as well
as & hens and 2 unclessified for a total of 46 sage
grouge were seen on July 26 and 27th, A large sage
grouse dancing ground is reported at the Big Breed
creek prairie-~dog town in See,7 =3 =10 =W3rd ier,
Pheesants, Partridges = Family Phasienidae

(a) Ring-necked pheasant (Phagisnus colchicus)

4 light populetion is found along

Frenchnen river and Breed creekxs., 4 hen with 8 chicks,
two cocks and one unidentified were seen along the

Frenchman river,

(b) Gray (Mungerian) partridge (Perdix perdix)

A light population occurs along
Frenchman river and Breed creeks, while a fairly good

population is found on the benchland where the native
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prairie is interspersed with eultivation, Four broods

mimbering 9, 14, 11 and 19 in additioh to four weirs of

adults were seen on July 24 & 27,
Plovers, ITuranstones - Family Charadriidae
(a) Xilldeer (Cheradrius vociferus)

This species was common along Fre:

river and was ouite common hetween Mankoia and Cadil?

Snipes, Curlews, Sandpipers - Family Scolopacidae
(2) Tong-billed curlev { umenius americenus)
One was seen east of Vol Marie on
July 256%th towsrds Coriander,

(v) Villet (Catoptrophorus semivalmatus)

es was locclly sbhundant

}J-

This goec

oot

2

N

C.

along the Frenchman river, Tive wers seen on the Lersen

ranch end another bunch of five on the Dixon rench,

(e) Sendpiper (Zrolie sip,)

l:

o

One group of about 15 sandpipers

{nknown specie :5) were ohserved east of Vel Marie on

4

July 26t

(a) Merbled godwit (Jimpce fedoa )

fl

}.J-

One group of four were seen bv an
alkaline slough east of Val Merie on July 24,
Pidgeons, Doves = Family Columbidae

Y

(a) Mourning dove (Zensidurs mecroura)

e

This uplead gane bird ls very common

an



[
O

I
nl
N
I

ast of Vel ibrie, A total of 63, averaging 2.4 DEr group

were seen throughout the ares on July 26 & 27, Their

distribution was widespread over the area

il = Family Strigidese

(&) Purrowing ovl (Speotvto cunicularia)

Two were seen at the old prairie~dog
town north of the Frenchman river on Velt Tarsen's ranch
and one was seen at the large active dog towm west of

ixonts buildings,
(b) Short-sared owl (isin flanmeus)

One was seen alonz the Freanchme:

{3
fo

river and two along Breed creeks,
Flycatchors - Fenily Tvrennidae

(a) VWestern kingbird (Tvrennus verticali. )

U}

This speciss was seen several times
along the Trenchman river,
,7’1} o 1 ¥ fo ] anvre )
\b} oSay's vhoebe {Savornis savs)
One was seen at Walt Lavsen's build-

ings along the Frenciman river,

Tarks ~ Family Alsudidae

(2) Forned lark (Zremovhila alpestris)
This gpe the

end the lark bunting were the most common smell hirds

ohserved along the prairie trails. Another snell bizd
L)

believed to be the 3praguc's pinii was alss common along

find &

the trails



LW

wieine g

Swallovs - Family Firundinidse

The ¢liff swellow (Petrochelidon

kY N .
pvrrhonota) and/or the barn swallsw (Eirundoe r stica)
were seen on the evening of July 24%h alone the
frenchman river near Dixon's ra-ch building
Crows, Magpies, Jays - Family Convidae

(2) Plack-hilled magnie (Pica pics)

This suecies was very common along
the Prenchmen river and

(b)  Common crow (Corvus brachyrhrnchas)

Though not as common as the nmagpie
it was seen in several places on July 26 & 27th,

bckingbirde, Thrashers - Jamily Mimida

b - P “ m,
(a) Brown thresher (Zoxostona rufumn)

£

One wes seen in the shrubby cover

along Frenchnan ereek near the bridge west of Dizon's,

{(2) Tozperhead shrike (Tanins ludoviciamg)

One was seen alans +he frenchmsn

o

river on tis Dixon ranch,
Headnwlarks, Plockbirds, Orinlc

(2) ‘testern meedowlark (sturnella neslccta)

&y

]

h

cies was verv abundant

P

-
I
[$43

4]

vy
3 S

throughout the arca,
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12

“edwinged hlackbird (Agelaius nhoeniceus)

—
o
S

several of these hirds were observed
he Frenchman river,
(e¢) Brewer's hlackbird (tuphazus gvenocephalus
This species was common along the

Frenchman river valley,

17. Grosbeaks, Buntings, Finches, Sparrows - Faiils Fringillidse

(a) Chestnuit - eollared longspur {Calcarius ornmatus)
Zeveral of these birds were ssen ah

the 2ig Breed creek prairie~dog town,

(b} Tark bunting (Qalamospiza me
\ )

s

BN

This specics was found to be commoi

1. Order lagomorphe (Pikes, Hares, Zabbits)

(2) ‘hite-tailed prairie heve (lerus townsendii

canpanius

One was seen 2lone the Frenchman

T on - s T8 o~ it ey te e
va_ley and ong along Little "weed creel vallew
o . o .

(b} Pleck Hills cobttontail rabbit (Svlvilsesus

Cne was seen along the Frenclmesn rive

e

= T 3
o AL Lalsen rancn,
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(¢} Preirie kit fox (Vilpes velox hebes errian)
None were seen and none reported as

observed by residents in the Val ikrie area during the

-]

agb 20

vears, Dbr, I, Dixon remarked that the kit fox
had practically disappeared for about 20 vears but that

it is now coming back and is beconing gquite plentiful.,
However, his son Bruee and their ranch hand felt thas
Dixon was refering to the red fox es they had not

heard of anyone seeing a kit fox in recent yeers, Il i

[

Just possible thal with the marked increase in red fox
numbers thet the kit fox may return to this prairie region

1f there is a macleus »f

ri’
i3
pe

hem in the near vieinity, Old-
timer Corky Jones stated that the kit fox was very ccmmon
in southern Saskatchewan until about VWorld War I (1914).
(@) 2lack-footed ferret (iMstels nigripes (4ud,
and Bach,))

Only one of the old~timers and rachers
interviewed had ever seen a black-footed ferret, Hancher
Walt Larsen reported having seen one of this species in

h

it
[2¥]

the 1930's at the site of

(0]

old parent preirie-dog

el

town (#.) on the south side of Frenchman creek, He was
able to distiaguish the animal as not being a weasel or
mink and some years later in describing it to an authority

was informed that it was 2 blaci-foohed ferret



Lo Urder .rtiodactyls (iven-toed, Taofed Mermals)

(2) Iocly Ybuntein mule deer (Ddocoil teus hemiomns

s

hemionus (Bafinescue)

was reported to he presertly verv common 2long the
enchran end Preed velleys by Joeal ranchers,

(b)  Dekota vhite~tailed deer (Odocoileus vireinismus

One wvhite-tis buck wes ohserved
elong the Frenchmasn valley and thig species was veported
to he n ares.,

A ; : .
(¢} imericen prong=horned antelore {(intilccarr e

This soecies iz guite common throuzhe

out the Val Marie area, Tuo herds were seen nesr the

‘Y"L

Irenchmen river sand Sig Sreed creek, These herds wer:

T

comprised of 2 hucks, 4 does it egingle ¥kids cod 1 doe

On thie Tersen ranch a worier had recentlsr
seen a buck with A does snd 2 kide =2long the Frenchman

river valler, Thev are reported o5 be much less mimernus

AV 4

than orior to the inclement winber of 19646

*
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Yone were seen though this species
iz reported to be very common along the Frenchman river

£y

and to a lesser extent Breed crecks, A4 large rattlecsnake
den is situated just north of prairie-do;
about two miles north of the Freachman river, Rancher

Lorsen reported that there were no rattl lers north of the

.

Frenchman river in the early part of the 1900's, It is
interesting to note that he reperted the prairie-dogy

moved north of the Frenchman during the drought of the

£
la
[y
&)

1930's while rencher Bruce Dixon reporte rattlesnakes
moved north of this river ahout 1927 when the river cried
up, Perhaps the Frenchman river provided a bzrrier to

g

[a¥)

I

both the prairie dog and rattlesnake, in some areas
least, until it dried up in the 1930's, In any even’

the rattlesnske is reported to hove expanded its ranse
north of the river during the last few years so that it
is now considerably more abundent, At the large cen
reported above, Mr, Larsen and others killed an estimated
5 ratilers one Sephember a

there were no snakes on his ranch prior to ahout 1950,
During the week of July 19 - 26th, 1966 six rattlesnales
were killed on the Dixmon ranch, 3ruce Dixon remorts them

to have been very plentiful on the ranch (but zouth of

I8
o
0
£
&
f
o
4
¥}
w
-
~1
,.J
-~

the river) in 1934 as they had kille
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one dey while haying, He believes there is a dea or

his rench though it has not yel bsen found. fancher

o/

Reymond onvoisin who ranches near the headwaters of

Little Breed cresk reports having rattlesaskes on his

Dete on this topic was presented shove in the Bird and

u

Memmal Census section. However, = brief resuss at thi

Deer (mule snd white-tailed) and ante

and guite shundant throughout the Freachuan river
sarie, Their numbers sre down from those present orisr to the severe

1

vinter of 1964-65, Habitat conditions look verv favorable oy their

survival and perpetuity wader current land-use practices,

the fox increasing to a marked degree in recent vears, Mo information

L. 1 4 PN -~
the huild up »f

1t may show up in the near fMture in conjunction with
red fox numbers,

'piand game birds (sage grouse and sherpteils) are well
distributed throughout the area end are currently abundmnt, The twy

exotics (pheasents snd grey pertridge) are spotiy in their dishribuiion
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but are found in limited numbers throughout the area, Mourning doves

are common throughout the Frenchman river and Breed creek valleys,

Habitat conditions are excellent for sage grouse and sharptails,

Pheasant and grey partridge habitat is confined to areas of heavy
herbaceous and shrubby vegetative cover along stream courses in the
mixed prairie community or to shrubby areas on cultivated bench

lands, lMourning dove habitat is restricted to areas where open shrub

and tree cover is aveilable along the stream banks, brakes and buttes
or around farm buildings, Current habitat conditions are favorable

for the perpetuity of this mixed upland game bird population, This is

due to the interspersion of flat, open prairie bench land with rough,
eroded terrain supporting patches of tall herbaceous and brushy cover,
Similarily, the interspersion of native prairie vegetation with cultivated
forage and grain crops is more favorable, from both a food and shelter
stand point, than either straight prairie or straight cultivated land

for upland game bird and ungulate mammal populations,

Figure 18 below shows the habitat preferred by sage grouse broods

in mid summer, Undoubtedly they obtain a richer diet of vegetation and
insect life along the periphery of grain crops, roadsides and edges of native

rairie land rather than on straight native prairie habitat,

Figure 18, Mid summer sage
grouse habitet east
of Val Marie, Here
the grouse forage
along the roadsides
and in the grain
fields though always
near to native
prairie vegetation,




Figure 19, Opuntia cactus common in the vicinity of prairie-dog towns,

Prairie dogs and rattlesnakes have been on the increase
during the last decade and the Saskatchewan government has taken
steps to ensure the survival of at least one dog town on the Dixon
Community pasture, However, a poisoning campaign on the Lersen ranch
during the last three years has almost eradicated two colonies on the
north side of the Frenchman river, It would seem desirable to obtain
easements from the ranchers to protect the most spectacular prairiee-
dog towns at least, These are numbers 4 (Prairie-dog Buttes),

7 (Frenchman river, Dixon ranch) and 10 (Big Breed Creek, Dixon
Community Pasture), Iumber 10 is already protected under the tax

abatement scheme,




The rattlesnske nests
sspeclally some of the more spe
base of the vertical escarpeme
above the rattlers were subjec

a few years ago and during the

practices could wipe out local

ihe Fogsible Effect of Vis
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The aathor is mot agu
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should be protected if nossible,

taouliar ones such a2s the one at the
nt on the TLarsen ranch, A4s nmentioned
ted to very heavy mortality at this den

same month it was dynamited. Such

nopulations very guickly,

[
'...:.
by
}.J.
[

[o N
ch
9]

al discuss this subject at the

present time, It will be discussed in & later report when more

detalled information has been
arez, At the present time I ¢
being detrimeutal to any of th
assumes that the discharge of

visitors will be denied

gathered for the euntire Vel ikrie - illdeer

an not envisage normal park visitor use

.

¢ wildlife species mentioned ahove, This

Fy

firesarms or distruction of habiltat by

sumngry and Conclusions

A preliminary survey

w

< I T - o e PO
of the cshort grass prairis snd 1t

hern Saskatchevan was conducted between

July 19th and July 28th, Of prime concern was the Vsl larie - Killdeer

aresa though it was deemed advi

sable to secure background information

from other sreas, An exomination of prairie vegetalion and related

wildlif

W

specles was mede in the Oypress Hills region of S.E, Alberta
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and 5,4, Saskabchewan during the period Julv 20 = 22 in conjunction

£y

-~

with the Americen Society of RNange lbnegement field tour, From here,

Tg

the author proceeded to Eashend and then haunavon to dizcuse wildlife

(€3]

A..

populations end distributiocns in southern Saskatchewsn during the late
1800's and early 1900's with o0ld time residents now residing in these
two communities, The aunbthor then studied the ares east of Val larie
along the Frenchman river valley and Breed creek valleys and north
eastuward to Mankota, A study of the area betuween the Freanchunsn river

end iilldeer is slated for mid-September,

2
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Of prime concern during %

.

of the prairie~dog 2s well as the potentials of the area Tor

5

reintroduction of extiach aninal spscies in particular bison and kit

]

fox, Briefly, the Frenchman river snd Breed ersek ares holds s

woncerful potentisl for o prairie verk because it nresenits portions

. A
of cach of the six sdxed~Prairie faciations descried by Coupland (1950),
The area offers an interesting admixture of flat prisire bench-lands

colluvial features and wisding stream courses, There is the wide
expanse of open, bare ground and low zress covered prairie, heavily

eroded blow outs on valley buttons btut slso thick herbacsous =nd shrubby

0

cover adjacent to the streams and soms of the nore moist sites, Al of
these features blend to provide the diverse habitab features necessary

P

%o provide a nmaximun verie ty of bird and mammal species,



- 38 -

The prairie-~dog has generally increased in number and
distribution during the last decade so that presently there are at
least nine and probably tsn dog towns. Two of these are in a
brecarious state while the others are very active and thriving,

Rattlesnakes have similarily increzsed in number and
distribution in the last few years, The large den on the Larsen
rench was almost wiped out Ly shooting and dynamiting a few years
ago.

The potential of the Frenchman river and Breed creek
valleys and adjacent bench lsnds for a bison range 1is very good,
The condition of the Stipa - 3Souteloua - Agropyron range is fairly
good plus the fact that bison were found in this area in the 18001,
Due to the fact that cattle winter well sn the open range along
Frenckman creek, the area should support a herd of bison on a
year-round basis guite readily,

Upland gaze birds (sage grouse, sharp-tailed grouse,
pheasants, grey partridge and mourning doves) are well represented,
Mr’e end white~tziled deer as well as antelope are in good supply

throughout the area,

Allen, Joel 4, 1876, The American bisons, living and extinet,
Memoirs of the Miseun of Comperative Zoology, Iv, ib. 10,

Cambridge, Mass. From Roe (1951).
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Catlin, George, 1851, Letters znd aotes on the lorth americsan

indlans, 8th edition, 2 vols, Iondon, 1851, From Zoe (1051
Coupland, 2,T, 1950, ZEeology of mized wrairic in Canada, IDeol,
ibno, 20 271 - 315,
Elliott, C, 1964, Trip from Val ikrie to Zilldeer, August, 1964,
Typed report received from Park iaturalist Delton Mir,
Hornaday, William T, 1887, The extermination of the dmerican bison,

with a sketch of its discovery and life hist tory, Smithsovian

serrill, G, June 1965, lstional Pork potentials in Sesketbchewan
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1951,
Soper, J, Dewey, 1938, Discovery, habitat and distributisn of the
black-tailed preirie-dog in Western GCanada., Jour, fkmm,
19 (3), 1938,
== = ===~ == 1944, Further data on the black-tailed prairie~dog
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