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Controlled Hunting i n The Municipality of Delta. 

This brief i s not to be considered as a separate document but 

does i n fact, complement the B.C. W i l d l i f e Federation presentation. 

Why controlled hunting? 

This system provides a direct control by the farmer on the number 

of people using private land and on t h e i r behaviour. 

The basic philceophy behind the operation of t h i s system i s to give 

sportsmen a place to hunt without the obligation other than law-abiding 

and courteous behaviour. In carrying out t h i s program game taken i s 

placed second to the opportunity to hunt and get i n the f i e l d on private 

land. It has the added advantage i n tha-'̂  when some controls of hunter 

behaviour are exerted, the accident rate tends to be lower. In addition, 

thisgra"tem reduces or eliminates vandalism by people carrying guns. I t 

should be emphasized that this type of irresponsible person i s held i n 

contempt by the legitimate hunter, as well as the land owner, because 

t h e i r behaviour i s degrading to a l l hunters. 

During the i n i t i a l stages i t may be necessary to subsidize some 

phases of the operation u n t i l i t becomes f i n a n c i a l l y self-supporting. 

The municipality would not be required to provide any funds during the 

developnent period. When the scheme does become self-supporting, the 

responsibility for the administration and operation may be assumed by 

other government levels as a f i n a n c i a l l y s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t operation. 



It has also been found that farmers are able to supplement their 

income by s e l l i n g fresh produce to the hunters/ 

The closures to the discharge of firearms would have l i t t l e effect 

on the waterfowl population i n the lower mainland, since the biggest loss 

i s through the urbanization and black-topping of farmland and the u t i l 

i z a t i o n of the foreshore for i n d u s t r i a l purposes. The exact number of 

hunters using the Delta lands i s not known because the hunter survey of 

provincial and federal governments i s broken down only to the whole, of 

th i s lower mainland. These agencies conservative estimate i s 6,000 

hunters using the Delta area at least once per season. The controlled 

hunting would not apply to crown land i n the t i d a l marsh outside dykes. 

Methods of implementation: 

This operation could be put into effect where municipal by-laws have 

closed or about to close ah area to the discharge of firearms. This 

would not include areas where farmers already have a private agreement 

with a group of hunters or a club to l i m i t access. The control of areas 

within the municipality which do have a closure to the discharge of 

firearms should be l e f t intact and self-supporting but th i s decision w i l l 

be l e f t to the municipality. 

I n i t i a l l y , the farmer's or land owner's consent to participate would 

have to be obtained and this i s best done by a door-to-door canvass. The 

B.C. Wi l d l i f e Federation has suggested that manpower could be raised for 

t h i s purpose and there i s the p o s s i b i l i t y that some student help could be 

provided by the Canadian W i l d l i f e Service. 

The minimum suggested area i s 50 acres since smaller blocks do not 

lend themselves to controlled hunting. Areas of 100 acres or larger. 



preferably i n adjoining blocks, present a good potential use of thistype 

of hunting. When these areas of agreement have been outlined on a map, . 

the areas can be signed and appropriate large posters or signs erected 

on a l l access roads outling controlled areas. In the areas where hunting 

has not been sanctioned, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the areas of farm buildings, 

urban developnens or schools, signs to this effect should be erected 100 

yards from the area i n question. In addition, i t would be advisable to 

have areas delineating parking for the sportsmen so that their vehicles 

would not cause an obstruction to the farmer or the t r a f f i c . The i n s t a l l 

ation of these signs would be carried out without charge by the co-operation 

of the B.C. Wild l i f e Federation and the Canadian W i l d l i f e Service. These 

signs would not only contain the land owner's name, but also a number 

indicating which area his farm land encompasses. 

Permits: 

A l l hunters would require usual provincial hunting permit and the 

migratory bird hunting permit i f waterfowl were involved, plus a v a l i d 

membership card i n a f i s h and game club associated with the B.C. Wild l i f e 

Federation, together with a $1.00 access permit to offset the cost of signs 

and permits. These permits would be available at l o c a l sports goods 

stores. This fee may be raised to make project s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t i n follow

ing years. 

There i s some concern about the necessity of a club membership i n 

th i s program but i t i s the most economical and tested method by which 

insurance could be provided to cover damages which may be caused by the 

hunter. The B.C. Wi l d l i f e Federation has suggested that i f necessary, 

a new club could be formed i n th i s area to f u l f i l these requirements i f 

hunters did not wish to use existing clubs. 



The land owner within this program should be issued complinentary 

access passes for use by his friends while hunting on his controlled 

land. Under this suggested scheme, there would be a maximum of 3 hunters 

per 100 acres of open land at any one time. 

In other areas i t has been found that where an allowance of approxi

mately 100 acres per car parked usually represents the maximum use accept

able to the farmer. In some areas where such controlled hunting i s i n 

effect, there i s a l e g a l agreement between the land owner and the state 

or municipality but i s probably not required at this time. 

Parking areas: 

The designation of parking areas on the side of the road adjoining 

the land owner's property should be made available on the shoulder of 

the road. Signs marking these areas would also note the number of cars 

to allocate i n the area. This i n i t s e l f could l i m i t the number of people 

to an acceptable l e v e l and at the same time would be at ready access 

for checking by the patrolman. 

Enforcement: 

The compulsory use of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n numbered back-patches or the 

use of numbered arm bands i s recommended since i t provides one of the 

most effecient methods of reducing or eliminating irresponsible hunters 

causing damage to property or livestock and bring them to account for 

t h e i r action. Waterfowl hunters may be concerned that the patch may 

scare off ducks but i t may be worn well down on the coat where i t cannot 

be seen by ducks when hunters are s i t t i n g i n the blind or concealed, but 

i t i s cl e a r l y v i s i b l e while he i s walking to or from the hunting area. 

The emergency phone number issued to the land owner to contact 



central dispatch at the l o c a l store issuing permits, together with a 

radio contact with a patrolman within the area means that violations can 

be brought under almost immediate attention because most deal with c i v i l 

trespassing and not relegated to an overworked municipal police force 

who have greater p r i o r i t i e s i n law enforcement to attend to. It should 

be mentioned however, that i n a l l cases the R.C.M. Police and the l o c a l 

Conservation Officer would be conducting usual patrols to investigate 

infractions dealing with migratory game bird regulations for the federal 

government or the provincial w i l d l i f e statutes for the province. 

Respectfully submitted. 

W.A. Morris 
W i l d l i f e Biologist 
Department of the Environment 
Canadian Wildlife Service 


