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OVERVIEW 

Although employment grew in December, the last quarter of 2019 ended with a decline in employment in 
Quebec, according to the latest estimates from Statistics Canada’s Labour Force Survey. Quebec had 
16,900 fewer jobs than in the third quarter of 2019 (-0.4%). Over the same period, employment increased in 
Ontario (+0.7%) and in Canada as a whole (+0.1%), albeit to a lesser extent. Quebec’s decrease is entirely 
attributable to full-time employment (-0.5%), while part-time employment remained at the same level. 
Employment was down for private-sector employees and, to a lesser extent, self-employed workers, while job 
increases were reported among public-sector employees. 

Compared to the previous fourth quarter, the outlook is positive, with 73,000 additional jobs thanks to an 
increase in full-time employment (+64,900 jobs or +1.9%), as well as more modest increases in part-time 
employment (+8,000 jobs or +1.0%). Most of these gains went to the 15-to-24 and 55+ age groups, while 
employment dipped slightly in the 25-to-54 group. 

Quebec Quarterly Labour Force Statistics 

Seasonally Adjusted 
Quarterly Data 

4th Quarter 3td Quarter 4th Quarter Quarterly Variation Yearly Variation 

2019 2019 2018 Number % Number % 

 Population 15 + ('000) 7,077.3 7,060.4 7,011.7 16.9 0.2 65.6 0.9 

 Labour Force ('000) 4,588.2 4,583.8 4,517.9 4.4 0.1 70.3 1.6 

 Employment ('000) 4,347.1 4,364.0 4,274.1 -16.9 -0.4 73.0 1.7 

   Full-Time ('000) 3,531.1 3,548.1 3,466.2 -17.0 -0.5 64.9 1.9 

   Part-Time ('000) 815.9 815.9 807.9 0.0 0.0 8.0 1.0 

 Unemployment ('000) 241.2 219.9 243.9 21.3 9.7 -2.7 -1.1 

 Unemployment Rate (%) 5.3 4.8 5.4 0.5 - -0.1 - 

 Participation Rate (%) 64.8 64.9 64.4 -0.1 - 0.4 - 

 Employment Rate (%) 61.4 61.8 61.0 -0.4 - 0.4 - 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
      

Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – Table 14-10-0287 
    

  

This Labour Market Bulletin provides an analysis of Labour Force Survey results for the province of Quebec and its regions. 
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Quebec Quarterly Employment and Unemployment Rate 

 

Quebec Quarterly Employment Growth 

 

 

Compared to the previous quarter, the number of unemployed workers rose significantly by 21,300 individuals 
(+9.7%), which pushed up the unemployment rate by half a percentage point to 5.3%. However, the 
unemployment rate was slightly lower than it was at the same time last year, when it stood at 5.4%. It was also 
lower than the Canadian rate of 5.7% for this quarter. The number of people not in the labour force increased 
by 12,500 (+0.5%) compared to the third quarter, which explained the decreased participation rate, which was 
64.8% during the fourth quarter of 2019. Given the decrease in the number of people employed, the employment 
rate dropped by 0.4 percentage points since the last quarter, settling at 61.4%. The employment rate 
nevertheless remained higher than it was during the fourth quarter of 2018, when it stood at 61.0%. 
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Quebec Quarterly Unemployment Rates, by Gender and Age 

Seasonally Adjusted Data 
4th Quarter 3td Quarter 4th Quarter Quarterly Variation Yearly Variation 

2019 (%) 2019 (%) 2018(%) (% points) (% points) 

 Total 5.3 4.8 5.4 0.5 -0.1 

  25 years and over 4.6 4.1 4.7 0.5 -0.1 

    Men - 25 years and over 4.8 4.5 4.8 0.3 0.0 

    Women - 25 years and over 4.4 3.7 4.6 0.7 -0.2 

  15 to 24 years 9.2 9.0 9.8 0.2 -0.6 

    Men - 15 to 24 years 11.6 10.5 12.2 1.1 -0.6 

    Women - 15 to 24 years 6.8 7.4 7.4 -0.6 -0.6 

Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – Table 14-10-0287 
   

 

Quebec - Labour Market Indicators for Indigenous People 

3-month moving averages 
Seasonally unadjusted 

data 

Indigenous 
Yearly variation 

(Indigenous) 
Non-Indigenous 

Yearly variation 
(non-Indigenous) 

Q4 2019 Q4 2018 Number % Q4 2019 Q4 2018 Number % 

 Population 15 + ('000) 108.1 104.9 3.2 3.1 6,969.2 6,906.7 62.5 0.9 

 Labour Force ('000) 60.0 66.9 -6.9 -10.3 4,506.0 4,431.0 75.0 1.7 

 Employment ('000) 55.8 63.2 -7.4 -11.7 4,293.9 4,209.5 84.4 2.0 

  Full-Time ('000) 41.1 52.3 -11.2 -21.4 3,440.8 3,396.5 44.3 1.3 

  Part-Time ('000) 14.7 11.0 3.7 33.6 853.2 813.0 40.2 4.9 

 Unemployment ('000) 4.2 3.6 0.6 16.7 212.0 221.6 -9.6 -4.3 

 Unemployment Rate (%) 7.0 5.4 1.6 - 4.7 5.0 -0.3 - 

 Participation Rate (%) 55.5 63.7 -8.2 - 64.7 64.2 0.5 - 

 Employment Rate (%) 51.6 60.3 -8.7 - 61.6 60.9 0.7 - 

Notes: The Labour Force Survey excludes those living on-reserve. 
               Estimates are based on three-month moving averages. 
               Totals may not add due to rounding. 
               Totals may be different from other tables due to adjustments done to indigenous statistics in the Labour Force Survey. 
Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey - ESDC custom table. 

While employment was increasing for the non-Indigenous population (+84,400 jobs or +2.0%), employment 
recorded a decrease among Aboriginals living off reserve (-7,400 jobs or -11.7%) in the 4th quarter of 2019 
compared to the same time last year. This decrease was entirely due to full-time employment (-11,200 jobs), 
while part-time employment increased (+3,700 jobs). 

Still among the Indigenous population, the number of unemployed increased by 600 people compared to the 
same time last year, which explains the increase in the unemployment rate by 1.6 percentage points, which 
stood at 7.0%. In comparison, the unemployment rate was 4.7% for the non-Indigenous population in the 4th 
quarter of 2019. Due to the decline in employment, the employment rate and the participation rate were both 
lower than in the 4th quarter of 2018 for the Indigenous population. 
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EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 

Turning to industries, 13,400 jobs were lost in the goods-producing sector (-1.5%) compared to the previous 
quarter. This was the first downturn following five quarters of growth for this industry group. Job gains in 
agriculture and construction were unable to offset job losses in manufacturing and in forestry, fishing and mining. 
Year over year, the goods-producing sector nevertheless posted an increase of 19,700 jobs (+2.3%), owing 
essentially to growth in construction and manufacturing. 

The quarterly decline in the services-producing sector was more modest, with a decrease of 3,500 jobs (-0.1%) 
compared to the third quarter of 2019. The most significant losses were in information, culture and recreation, 
other services and accommodation and food services. Job increases were reported in four industries, including 
health care and social assistance and finance, insurance, real estate and leasing. Year over year, the services-
producing sector reported an increase of 53,300 jobs (+1.6%). Employment increased in eight industries, 
particularly in health care and social assistance, transportation and warehousing and professional, scientific and 
technical services. 

Quebec Quarterly Labour Force Statistics, by Industry 

Seasonally Adjusted 
Data ('000) 

4th Quarter 3td Quarter 4th Quarter Quarterly Variation Yearly Variation 

2019 2019 2018 Number % Number % 

 Total employed, all industries 4,347.1 4,364.0 4,274.1 -16.9 -0.4 73.0 1.7 

 Goods-producing sector 885.4 898.8 865.7 -13.4 -1.5 19.7 2.3 

  Agriculture 55.3 53.9 57.0 1.4 2.6 -1.7 -3.0 

  Forestry, fishing, mining, quarrying,  
  oil and gas 

39.9 43.0 40.6 -3.1 -7.2 -0.7 -1.7 

  Utilities 24.1 24.6 29.2 -0.5 -2.0 -5.1 -17.5 

  Construction 272.9 270.5 254.0 2.4 0.9 18.9 7.4 

  Manufacturing 493.3 506.8 484.9 -13.5 -2.7 8.4 1.7 

 Services-producing sector 3,461.7 3,465.2 3,408.4 -3.5 -0.1 53.3 1.6 

  Trade 660.2 660.2 662.3 0.0 0.0 -2.1 -0.3 

  Transportation and warehousing 238.8 239.8 219.0 -1.0 -0.4 19.8 9.0 

  Finance, insurance, real estate  
  and leasing 

249.7 245.3 237.3 4.4 1.8 12.4 5.2 

  Professional, scientific  
  and technical services 

349.4 346.3 333.6 3.1 0.9 15.8 4.7 

  Business, building  
  and other support services 

174.3 176.7 195.8 -2.4 -1.4 -21.5 -11.0 

  Educational services 303.3 305.4 300.2 -2.1 -0.7 3.1 1.0 

  Health care and social assistance 617.4 609.4 596.2 8.0 1.3 21.2 3.6 

  Information, culture and recreation 177.7 186.2 173.8 -8.5 -4.6 3.9 2.2 

  Accommodation and food services 258.4 261.3 272.9 -2.9 -1.1 -14.5 -5.3 

  Other services 178.5 182.3 171.9 -3.8 -2.1 6.6 3.8 

  Public administration 253.8 252.2 245.4 1.6 0.6 8.4 3.4 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
       

Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – Table 14-10-0355 
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REGIONAL ANALYSIS 

Ten economic regions reported job gains since the fourth quarter of 2018. The most significant increases 
occurred in the Montérégie (+41,600 jobs or +5.3%), the Island of Montreal (+41,400 jobs or +3.8%), Lanaudière 
(+19,500 jobs or +7.9%), Saguenay–Lac-Saint-Jean (+10,200 jobs or +8.5%) and Centre-du-Québec (+9,200 jobs 
or +7.7%). These regions all reported lower unemployment rates, except on the Island of Montreal, where 
unemployment rose (+0.7 percentage point) owing to an increase in the number of unemployed workers, despite 
higher job numbers. 

Among the six economic regions where employment losses were reported compared to the four quarter of 2018, 
the most significant decreases were in Laval (-26,800 jobs or -11.4%), Laurentides (-25,000 jobs or -7.5%) and, to 
a lesser extent, Abitibi–Témiscamingue (-2,000 jobs or -2.6%). The unemployment rate rose in Abitibi–
Témiscamingue and remained unchanged in Laurentides. In the Laval region, the unemployment rate dropped 
by 1.6 percentage points over the last year, settling at 3.5% owing to an increase in the number of people not in 
the labour force. 

Quebec Quarterly Labour Force Statistics, by Economic Region 

Seasonally Unadjusted Data 

Employment Unemployment Rate 

4th Quarter 4th Quarter Yearly 4th Quarter 4th Quarter Yearly  

2019 2018 Variation 2019 2018 Variation 

('000) ('000) (%) (%) (%) (% points) 

 Quebec  4,355.7 4,273.2 1.9 4.7 5.0 -0.3 

 Economic Regions             

    Gaspésie—Îles-de-la-Madeleine 32.2 31.3 2.9 15.3 13.1 2.2 

    Bas-Saint-Laurent 89.9 91.1 -1.3 4.6 4.9 -0.3 

    Capitale-Nationale 395.4 392.6 0.7 3.3 3.7 -0.4 

    Chaudière-Appalaches 225.9 218.4 3.4 3.2 3.4 -0.2 

    Estrie 166.1 161.4 2.9 4.2 4.4 -0.2 

    Centre-du-Québec 128.1 118.9 7.7 1.0* 4.9 -3.9 

    Montérégie 830.1 788.5 5.3 3.5 4.8 -1.3 

    Montréal 1,119.3 1,077.9 3.8 6.8 6.1 0.7 

    Laval 208.5 235.3 -11.4 3.3 4.9 -1.6 

    Lanaudière 266.3 246.8 7.9 4.0 4.6 -0.6 

    Laurentides 306.3 331.3 -7.5 5.2 5.2 0.0 

    Outaouais 204.7 204.9 -0.1 4.6 4.3 0.3 

    Abitibi-Témiscamingue 75.3 77.3 -2.6 3.5 2.8 0.7 

    Mauricie 120.7 122.2 -1.2 5.9 4.3 1.6 

    Saguenay—Lac-Saint-Jean 130.6 120.4 8.5 5.1 5.6 -0.5 

    Côte-Nord & Nord-du-Québec 56.6 54.8 3.3 5.0 4.7 0.3 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
      

Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – Table 14-10-0293 
     

*Estimate of the Labor Market Analysis Directorate using data from the Labor Force Survey 
  



Labour Market Bulletin – Quebec – December 2019 (Quarterly Edition)     Page 6 

 

 

Quebec Quarterly Employment Growth, by Economic Region 
Q4-2018 to Q4-2019 

 

 

Note: In preparing this document, the authors have taken care to provide clients with labour market information that is 
timely and accurate at the time of publication. Since labour market conditions are dynamic, some of the information 
presented here may have changed since this document was published. Users are encouraged to also refer to other sources 
for additional information on the local economy and labour market. Information contained in this document does not 
necessarily reflect official policies of Employment and Social Development Canada. 

 

Prepared by: Labour Market Analysis Directorate, Service Canada, Quebec 
For further information, please contact the LMI team at:  
http://www.esdc.gc.ca/cgi-bin/contact/edsc-esdc/eng/contact_us.aspx?section=lmi  
For information on the Labour Force Survey, please visit the Statistics Canada website at: 
www.statcan.gc.ca 
 
© Her Majesty the Queen in right of Canada, represented by Employment and Social Development Canada, 2020, 
all rights reserved 
 

http://www.esdc.gc.ca/cgi-bin/contact/edsc-esdc/eng/contact_us.aspx?section=lmi
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/start

