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THE IMPACT AND MEANING OF TELEVISION IN ALGONKIAN COMMUNITIES
OF NORTHERN MANITOBA, CANADA: A SUMMARY
by

Gary Granzberg
University of Winnipeg

Project Design

Our project* began in 1972 when we were made aware of the imminent
arrival of television into northern Manitoba Algonkian (Cree and Ojibwa)
communities which had never before been serviced by television. At that
time we launched a longitudinal study which centered upon a target
community destined to receive television within a year, and a control
community, which would not receive television until much later. As further
control, we included a Euro-Canadian community with twenty years' prior
exposure to television and an Algonkian community with five years' prior
exposure.

Anthropologically trained field workers were then sent into all three
Algonkian communities where they began to collect detailed participant
observations, sociological survey data, and psychological projective
material. Participant observation data collection continued into 1980.
Longitudinal psychological material was collected from the same children
over a period of six years (four test periods). It encompassed the pre-
and post-television periods. Sociological survey material was .collected

from 7th, 8th and 9th graders. These grades were tested three different

* :‘1 5
John Hamer and Jack Steinbring were the original co-directors.
Jack Steinbring and Gary Granzberg are the current co-directors.
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times over a period of six years which extended from the pre—televisibn
period to the post-television period. ~Additional material was collected
throughngpot surveys, videotape experimentation and utilization of Hudson's

Bay Company sales records.

Our goals,”frqm the outset, were to ideptify both the¥im§éct and
meaning of télevisioﬁ.among Algonkians. We stressed fhié‘dual goaly
) bécause we were'convincéd by oﬁr training in‘cultﬁre theor& and sociélv
learning theory and by the rapidly expanding;daﬁa of cross—cultural
Communitieé,’that the impact and meaning of Eelevisiqn Were.intricately
interwoven.: Our basic theoretical assumpt;on, which we applied consistently
throughoﬁt our study, was that the impact of TV varies accordipg to the

varyihg méanings and uses of TV that are imparted by the varying cultural ‘ }

traditions with which it maKes contact. Our plan was to document the
impacts .and meanings of TV among Algonkians and then to identify the
particulér traditions of Algonkian life to which those impacts and meanings |

may be traced.

~Findingszbout the Impact of Television

Impact findings will be summarized within the areas of out-group

identity and stress.

Qut—group idéntity

The combined social, psychological, cultural and economic data pr9Vidé_‘
_ sfrong overail‘evidence that television has broduced an initial iﬁcrease in
out-group identity. THe evidence further suggests, héWever, that this is
a surface impact and hagvnot yet reached to deeper-lying levels of values

and motives.




- 3 ~

Changes i'n.out—group identity appear in increasing use of _out—groﬁp.in | .
’fantasy role play (Grénzbérg, 1980B), incréaéed information abéﬁf 5pt- | |
group (Grénzberg, 1980B), increasing purchése'qf out—group's maferial
.producps (N.>Hanks, 1980),vincreasing use of outfgrqup's.1anguége‘(Pereira;
19803), and increasiﬁg educational aspi?ations (Pereira,'l980B). |
Novchange appears in the thought procésses provoked by v@rious'forﬁs"
of open~ended QUestiOns'(Granzberg, 1980B5; There is eVidencé‘of’é
catalyzing effect upon certain behaviours, especlally concrete versus

abstract orientations. Television seems to strengthen whichever of these

cognitive polarities is present (Granzberg, 1980B).

_ Stress

The ‘data indicates that television has increased stress in Algonkian

communitigs."THis is feflected'in increased aggression ahd feéf re5ponseé‘
By certain children to psychological‘tests (Granzberg, 1980B) and in
dbservation of inéreased levels of aggression in daiiy.life (Gfanzberg;.
1980A§ C;’Haﬁks, 1980A & B; Steinbring, 1980). The source df‘StfeéSIis
tw§~fold; It may cdme>from incrgasing‘levels oﬁ aggfession amoﬁg less
’cdntrolled iﬁdividuals‘or'ftom increased fears engendered by'Cohmﬁnityf

wide attempts to combat the evils of TV.

Findings About the Meaning of Television
Algonkians percei;e television in some-ways'which are_idené%¢al'to
Euro views, -in some ways which are similar to Eufo perceptions Bhf moré
intense, andiin some'wéys wﬁich are quite diffefént from Euro ?gggéptions.

b

Similarities

Television in Algonkian society, like in Euro society, has' meaning as

P
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a source of entertainment, news and information. It is valued, as well,

as_a,baby~sittér and as a framework for conversation. -And,. 1like in Euro

society, it is feared for its promotion of laziness, its reality distor-

"tions, its threat to traditions and its models of sex and aggression.

v

Algonkian viewers watch television about as much as Euros (four hours per
day on an average) and share a liking for soap operas, situation comedies

and adventure shows.

Some intensified interests

Among Algonkians there is an inteﬁsification of interest in news and
info;mation, in adventures‘and in soaps.' Théré is alsp an intensified
cpncerﬁ about cultﬁre loés and about the promotion.of sex and'aggression:
There is an oyerall,intensified faétionalization of opinionjabout tele—.
vision's positive versus negative qﬁalities énd an overall lower level of

ability to discriminate fact, fiction and metre opinion.

Differences

Unlike Euros, Algonkians have a propensity to seek out symbolic and
personally relevant messages from television about the‘future,'about

morality, about current events and about how to act in various situations.

In addition, there is a tendency to apply sorcery analogies to.televisioﬁ

and to attribute.to television special powers to misguide and mesﬁerizé
cﬁildren‘and to hasten culture loss.

There is also a‘uﬁique dislike for talk shows, for é certaiﬁApuppet
show called the Muppets (Pereira, 1980A; C; ﬂanks & Granzbefg, 1980;
Granzberg,'1980A) and for feminine napkin éqmmercials aﬁd“birth-pregnancy

documentaries. There is a unique liking for the situation comedy caIled
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Gilligan's Island and for Charlie Chaplin films, and there ‘are unique
" interpretations of ‘funeral scenes, scenes of murder, scenes of private .
. and selfish ptoperty concerns”anngCenes offthe eity{.

cInterQEetations-of'Findingei

f We shall 1nterpret the 1mpact and meanlng of telev151on among
‘Algonklans accordlng to ten factors of Algonklan life._:These<are1

1. tradltlons of communlcatlon through“dreamlng, conJurlng and

~Alstorytelllng
5,;2;'Aan1mlst1c tradltlonwot 1mage naklng and sorcery

'13.‘.telev151on 1lltteraoy; | :

4. Aconcrete¥pragmatic orientations

5. negative'expeetations for.Weetern nan and,his:technologyv
© 6. ”eommunity solidarity . »

7. social-communal interest

.8.' transtormational adaptation strategy

9. stresses of reserve life

10. certain taboos"-

Explanation of increased out-—group identity

1. the role of traditions of communication through . dreaming and conjuring

) L . S, ’ . N
When ‘television entered Algonkian society and was seen to provide the-
service of live, long-distance communication, there was a natufal';endency
to generalize the uses and meanings associated with tradltlonal;%%ve,
. . . ‘ S A

long-distance communication devices onto television. This tendency, a

well understood part of the core concept of dlffu81on that has long ‘been

i vw

a bulwark of anthropology, was solidified by the fact that Algonkians chose
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to uée>theif Native word for shaking tent (in Cree, "Kbosapachiéan") as .the

word which refers to télgyision and by the féct»thét-tﬂé& tql&‘stories éhd
jbkés\Whiéh‘madejthe;aﬁalogy betﬁeeh conjuring and.téléQisidﬁ:éXPiicitgf

As avfesulﬁ, from the very beginning, one directioﬁvfowafd which the
Algonkian feleﬁision.experience was focused was that 6%iutilizing ﬁeig~
vision (jusf as dfeamé\and shaking tents Qere utiliZéd)‘for finding out
about the fufuré, for making coﬁtact with powerful helpef figureé, and for
receivingvéersonally meaningful messages.

Thus, énalogies between teleVision and Eraditions of éémmunicétion
thfough‘coﬁjuring ana dreaming reinforced fhé role of television as an

educational device and especially as a source of information about the

outside world. In addition, because conjuring and dreaming were.serious-

business and did not include any artificial "made up" scenes; television

. was giVen,perhaps-undue credence as an informational device and efforts to

'

develop a healthy skepticism towards it were hampered.
- These traditions also give television added impact as. a source of

role models. This is clearest in the case of children who, ;raditionally,

were coached to strive for powerful dreams and visions in which a Spirit

‘Helper would give them power and direction in 1ife. This was the vision

quest. The metaphorical descriptiqn of television as a dream or as a
shaking tent (places where superhero figures traditionally appeared) adds
to the child's tendency to be receptive to it as a source of hero figures

after which behaviour may be modelled.

2. the role of reserveulife stresses

Adding to this iraditibnaliy—basedltendéncy fo search for superheroes-

who will be a guide in life is the deficit in self-esteem and confidence
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which is produced by the acculturation pressures of reserve life.
Difficulties of taking up the old ways of subsistence, coupled with-

the lack of adequate wage labour on the reserve, has resulted in mass

unemployment, alcohol dependence, a relative absence of firm and attractive

Sex'role models, and an often tense inter—generation relationship.
'In order to override the feelings of inadequacy generated by reserve
life, there is a readiness within the Algonkian child to seek external

non-reserve models to pattern his behaviour and to be especially receptive

.to power figures. Quite oftem it is Western Man who is seen as powerful

and macho and who becomes an attractive role model. Movies and television

were the main source for identifying with the macho Western Man model, but

~now with movies being shown less frequently due to the popularity of

television, television models are paramount.

3. the role of television illiteracy

Identification and copying of television "stars" is further enhanced
by television illiteracy. Children are not fully apprieed ef the eftificial
qualitiesfin:television. They are nb# sure hew pregraﬁS'are made. Many
believe that'television ”stars”'truly live their televisidn roles in reel-
life. ‘They;'inffact, often do not differentiate "real life" from "TV relee",
Their difficulties in differentiating between fact and fictioﬂ-oﬁjteieﬁisibn.

intensifies their enchantment with television '"heroes". —  -7: %

4;1: the roie of‘traditional image theory : - .'?’¢ﬁ
Algoﬁkian traditions of image—makingland imitative magic further
complicate the problem. Tfaditionally, images of objects werekfeit'to
house the spirit of the object portrayed. Shamen would”make-an'imege'Of.aﬁ;
e

‘an g
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object er purposes of imitative magic. Even the spoken or written name
of an_objggt was felt to hold its spiritual éssence'(hence,the-refusal to
uttervthg name of a deceased person lest the‘ghost return). Photographs
were fearéd by_many Cree as.spul—capturing déviées. And mirrérs were félt
to féfléét‘iméges of souis.’

Thus, images of things were felt to have'an innateicgnnection'with:
Vthgvliteral réality, And to the extent that this idea persists today,'aﬁd
our fiel@ﬁorkisuggests that it is not totally lost, images_on tele&isiou

are lent still further credence.

A 5. " the role of storytelling traditions

Séories.afe an impoftant educational device in non—Wéstérp'society.>
Thrbughithe presentation 6f short, entertaining,;easily;memoriéed ﬁlots
~in which Qharactéré and events are carefullyrengineeréd to stand as

metaphors for higher order concepts of morality, principle and prediction,

..stories gently and effectively educate, grdwing_in importance and relevance '|.5

as the child's awareness and experienge expands. When TV arrives iﬁ a
Native community,‘it inevitably becomes one éf the most important‘stofy~
tellers and, as such, acquires the metaphorigal, revelational'meaningsl
associated with the story. This fuels its use as an educational'deviqef

and adds to the importance of television hero figures as models for life

and as sources of important information about life.

6. the role of concrete—pragmatic orientations
- The use of television for education and information is augmented by
the practical idiom by which Algonkians deal with life. The tradition of

embedding concepts in detail and of attending to consequence and example
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produces a miﬁd habituated to seeking and gxpecting consequential énd
personal meanings in stories. Such an approach'is applied in'television,
andAiﬁformétion of an educatioﬁal, useful nature is sought even’in
instances whete, oftén unbeknownét to the Algonkian viewef; stories are

sheer‘fantasy and have no practical lessons to impart.

7. the role of transformational adaptive strategies

Furthetr enhancing teléviéion as a rqle modelling and informatioﬁ
medium is the Algonkian strategy of transformational adaptation. This
strategy condifions the Algonkian viewer to seek rolé play aata.from
 television in order to employ an elaborafe game of survival. This game
consists of expedienﬁ transformations of identity to suit pértiéulaf ‘

situations but without changes in underlying values and ‘motives.  Conflict

between internal pattérns and external surface behaviour are either
perceived as'sééondary to the more important dfive to exploit”the external
environment inlofder ﬁo satisfy one's'material wants or are resolved by
ingeniouély flexible codiné gymnastics by which_néwiand'étrange behaviours .
are subsumed within traditionally valued activities.

In sumgary fhen, the increasing‘ouf—group idenﬁity-producéd‘by'TV'
among Algonkians may be explained in part by the'acfibn of analogiéé
Eetween television and conjuring and dreaming which enhahce téfévision's :
heaning as é_source of heroés, identity, truth, and revelatiqﬁsé‘ﬁy
pressﬁres of reserve life which create insecurity and ipter—géﬁé@étion

strain and which, thereby, create needs for herd'figUres and ég%gfnél

Fole models; byttelevisiongilliteracy and imitative magic the@ggﬁWhich

intensify the impact and credibility of television Heroes; by concrete .

iy
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pragﬁétié qfiéntations and analogies between television and stofytelling
which predispose chiidfen to seek news, information and practiéal revela-
tions from teléyision; and by transformational adaptive.strateéieé which
'cfeate_an inclihation to use teievision for adaptation.ana for-opportunistici
rolé‘piay.beﬁéviour.

Explaining the lack of modernization in deeper-lying thought processes. and
in the basic idiom for solving problems and facing life

A_major éxplanation of this finding is found ih the very adaptation-
stratégy which accounts in part for great su#face changes.‘

Algonkians\are quite willing to adopt sﬁrface chahges of behavioufx‘
-énd'td'take thé'roie of the out-~group as~long as such béhavibur is
eipédient‘fo#_their matéfial-heeds and as long as such:rqles may be
_absorbed within traditional frames of reference by’meéaphoriéal trans-
formations wﬁiéh show their symbolic parallel to more traditional
proceéseé. | |

‘3y cddiﬂg wage labour as a "hunt"; pursuit of the holy.ghOSt as a’
vision queét (with associéted songs) ; identiﬁy changes as deer; rélocé+ 
tion as seasbnal‘moVementg television as conjuring; dreamiﬁg and story—
teliing; bingo as battlés of gambling pOWer;Eand the Wholé énterprise éf
édapting to pressures of accuituration as nothing more than a trickster's
ability to manipulate the world to obtain his ends; the Algonkian is
enabled to éhow suffaCe Out—grouﬁ identity change while remaining covertly
. cpnservétive iﬁ fundameﬁtél patterné'of thought.

~.Rééis£ance fo tﬂe more fundamental pattérns~of Behavidur on television,

such as aggression, abstraction,-achievement‘orientation,fdominance and

open display of emotion is also reinforced by suspicions about television
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as an exploiter and disrupter of Algonkian life. These emotions are
prevalent in certain conservative and/or traditional sectors of Algonkian

culture which employ analogies between television and sorcery, backéd up - -

'by traditional negative interpretations of Western man and his technology

as aborters of natural laws and processes, to counteract the disruptive

models on television

Explanation of stress impacts

Increased levels of aggression are observed in the test responsés
of high exposed subjects in the target community. This may be traced, in
part, to the action of the above~listed factors of Algonkian culture which

intensify the usage of television for role modelling. TV role models are

- more overtly aggressive than is typical of Algonkians. Decreasing

aggression is observed in the test responses of low exposed subjécts in
the target community and is the overall mode for subjects in-the control
community (even.after the arrival of television there). This mgy be
attributed to the strength of the resistance to aggression modelling

behaviour offered by conservative and traditional families in the target

communities and in the control community. This resistance was implementéd

by reference to well-established negative expectations for Western’ﬁah
ahd'his‘teghnoloéy and by employment of sorcery analogies»withléelévision.
Thé;analogy between sorcery and television proved effective in:the
factionalized tafget community.only where children'had élreadyiégﬁablishéd
high emotional control abilities. It was more generally effective in_the
more soliéary control community, however, due to the integratiégﬂpf

opinion within a well-organized Pentecostal fervor.
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Theidata indicates that two kinds of stress may be-introduced‘ty
television.- One tyne ie-developed through aggressive roie.mocelling and
the otner through'fears and,suspicions. Tne level of sociallinteération
and of traditional conservative thought seems to determine tne nature of
the‘atfess. |

‘Whenlintegration is low and highlyvdisparate positione are-found (as
in the target community), it seems that the conjuring,‘dreaming, Story¥;
telling, image-replicating meanings of television have precedence. Asfa
result tole'modelling in aggression increases While fears of Victimiza;
tion decrease through increasing familiatityfand identification with
Western man. But when integration is high and conservative thdugnt
predominates (as in the control community), the sorcery meaning of tele-
Visiqn‘has precédence.. As a result, role modeliing in'aggression decreaseS'
iwhile.feats of Victimization increase. | |

In eithef case, however, it would seem that increasing.étress in.
human relationships is introduced and this i% reflected in test responses
from both communities in which imputations of negativity:in human

relationships increase'after the arrival of TV.

Explanation of .some likes and dislikes

Questionnaire data‘(Pereira, 1980A) and field observation (Granzberg,.
1980A; Steinbring, 1980A) reVeai that Algonkians‘like soap operas, situation
comedies, adventure shows and news, and thatfthey dislike talk shows,
certain commexcials;and_documentaries focused on the.female,fand«the

" Muppets.

soap operas

Interest in soap operas may be traced to the great social~communal -
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interests of Algonkians. Their world is motivated, to a lérge extent, by
social needs and by the necessity of extensive "wheeling and dealing" in

order to maintain friends and build power. Because such activities are

also the focus of soap operas, there is a great interest in them. Soap

operas are also one of the few places where an Algonkian can.view Euro
life from the inside out and see that there are just as many problems in
that life as in reserve life.

situation comedies

Storytelling legends which incorporate trickster tﬁémes,fotm thg"
basis of an interest in situation comedies. Just as trickstef lggends
deél in trénsformation themes and_in the use of identity changekand
disguise, so do situation comedies deal in mistaken identity'themeé._;Thé
Giiliéan character of the Gilligan's Island show epitémizes Ffansfdrma—

tional imagery and identity change. Perhapé the unparalleled-pépularity

of Gilligan's Island is dué, in part, to the direct way in which Gilligan’

is reminiscent of the trickster.

adventure shows
The popularity of adventure shows may be traced, in part, to the
reserve setting's strain on the male role. There is an inner feeling of

male inadequacy which may often be compensated for by expréssibﬁéfof

"macho" masculinity.

“aart

shows, mainly police stories and westerns, provide attractive modéls. An

additional factor might be the presence of taboos on overt aggressions

which create an atmosphere whereby outlets for aggression are ggught
through vicarious identification with television's masculine superheroes
: - i ) AR

sl




like the Fonz and McGarret.

feminine‘napkih commercials — birth - pgggpaﬁcy documeﬁtariéé

Thé dislike'of feminine napkin commerciéls and of sgeneé of giving_~
birth-m;y be £raced to beliefs about the polluting qualities of females;.
Wheﬁ iﬁ critical states of femininity. Men should not.see:pr:be\néar
females at such times or bad luck may ensue.; Television.shows depic£ing
‘such acfivities are seen as unwelcome intrusiqné upon these customs.
the Mugﬁets | |

A survey of people in the target and control commuhities revealed
that a surprising number disliked the Muppets. Videbtape e#perimentation
and opinion survey (C. Hgnks & Granzberg, 19803 Pereiré,'1980A) showed .
that oﬁjections cente?éd upon Kermit (the frog puppet'host of the shbw)
and Fozzie (a.timid puppet bear comedian on the showj. It was discovefed
that traditions surrounding frogs which connépt them to tfiékery and
sorcefy were applied by some‘Algonkians to the Kermit éharacter and may
have éaused bbjections.to the lovable way.he'was portrayed on thevshow.
It was.also discoveréd that traditiomns of danéer and power assoéigted :
: with bears were carried over to Fozzie and it may be that the tradition
that bad luck ensues from disrespect to the bear was carried over as well.
Perhaps these traditions caused Algonkians to feel that Fozzie's pbrtrayal
as timid and as the butt.of practical jokes wgs an insult. In additiom,
it was féund that concrete~pragmétic orientations produced a basic
resisfance to .the show's fantasy format. Aléonkian viewers couldn't see
the point to the show. There was no practical framework td give the show

meaning and relevance.
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Conclusions

Impact of television

Qur study confirms‘the supposition that television is, indeed, a very. .
powerful tool through WhichéWestern culture is diffused to the_Natiye. It
has the capacity to inorease identity‘with the West and, as ayresult,'to'.
increase participation in Western economics,-western behaviour models and
. Western information-flow. On the one hand this could be viewed as
advantageous to the Native cause, as greater assertiveness combined with
greater feelings of control‘and security and'greater information increases
the effectiveness of efforts to secure Native rights and securities. on

the other hand, the study suggests that factionalization stresses may be

augmented, traditional patterns of socialization weakened; andﬁindiyidualized7

competitive and divisive goal patterns strengthened.

The study further suggests that the forces of acculturation introddced
by television arelless effective among mature, emotionally controlled
individuals and solidary, integrated societies and,.more-generally,‘are
not strong enough‘to engulf deeper lying levels of‘cognitive-style and.
“value structure. |

The role of cultural solidarity in shaping televis1on s/1mpact has'

been noted by other researchers (Beal 1976: 228-229; Hudson, 1975: 17;

N

Rty

Eapen, 1979: 109)3 Its effects are verified in'our study bY thrée

independent measures: 1) 1ong1tud1nal sociological study of occupatlonal

and educational asp1rat10ns among 7th, 8th and 9th graders; 2)1:;;
dinal psychologlcal study of aggression among 3rd, 4th and 5th grade

chlldren; and 3) seven years of ethnographic observation. Thesenmeasures

all show that the solidary control community,.after it flnally recelved

telev1sion, was able to successfully combat certain acculturatlon pressures

,_]_ ‘n
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Thé pefcentage of ﬁeqple indicating occﬁpational asﬁirétionda&ay from
traditiohal intefests in hunting, fishing'and traﬁpingg éhd ;duéational‘
aspiratioﬁ-beybﬁd tﬁe:traditional‘senior high drop out poiﬁt did not
incréééé (in.féct aecfeased) at the solidary community affér_it received
television,.thoﬁgh high- aspirations increased by.16% at.the:iess>solidary
'target“commuhity after it received television. A méasure-of asbiratidnal
changé ét the solidary community prior to ité.receptioﬁ:of‘television_
_showedtéhat:aspirapions were rising at a pace very cibse.to tﬁat which was
occurring atithe target community.

Aggression did not increase (in fact deéreased)'at the-doﬁtrol
community after it received television, but éggressién"inéreased signifi-
cantly‘ét the target édmmunity after it received television.

Ethnographic observation attested to a retrenchment and increased
conser&atism and religious fundamentalism at ﬁhe control community after
it received. television.. Evidence of such retrenchment did not appear,
except in isolated, individual cases, at the target community after it

received television.

Meaning of television
The sﬁudy cbﬁfirms the important role played by culture in shaping

television's impact. It demonstrates that traditions of storytelling,

dreaming, conjuring, image replication, pragmatism‘and television illiteracy

‘can serve as catalysts for materializing the caﬁacity of television ﬁo
increase out4groﬁ§ identity.

It also.démonstrate33 hoWever,‘how these traditibné cénﬂbe used
effectivel& by strongly sblidary traditional_groups to counter out-group
identity and. to help maintain~tradi;ions. This is donelby reinforcihg

traditional.fears of exploitation by the West, by stressing the sorcery-
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like capacity of television through numerous symbolic narratives, and,b& o . -

" greater efforts at maintaining traditional patterns of socialization.

Theoretical implications .

The findings support the call by most modern communlcatlon researchers
for the development of a mult111neal rather than un111neal theory.of
~television impact (Einstadt, 1976; Schramm, 1976) . The rapidly expanding
data base on the impacts and meanings of'television among differing peoples
has made it clear that televisiOn's impacts are multiple andvthat,cultural
variation’is the key to understanding. It is now possible to rough out
a seriestof key:cultural factors that are critical in determining the
_ particular pathways of television impact. Four factors are indioated.
Theee are adaptive strategy, amount and nature of 1ocally sensitive

programming, uses and meanings of television derived from local traditions .

of communication and world view, and level of community solidarity.

edaptiVe strategy

.NatiVe‘sooieties develop cus tomary procedures for adapting'to'"
acculturation'pressures. Some.focus upon a resiStiverrejecting
stanoe. ‘Some place their efforts toWerd'acceptence ofvchenge and
assimiletion. Othere_find a middle ground. These'latter‘groups

appear to 'assimilate through rapid surface adoptions of out-group

ways but;.on a deeper level, continue to cling'to traditionai
cognitive styles, value structures and;worid view."This”;;fthe
Algonkian etrategy of adaptation. We may call this the,tgéﬁér

formattOnalvadaptive strategy because it depends upon an’ . ,

ingeniousiy fascile mind which is capable of finding essential
N . . . ) A R

common denominators between traditional objects and actions
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and stfange new objects and actiOns.‘ This strategy, thereby, finds

the means to rationally apply traditional codes to the new material

" and, in so doing, transforms the unknown to the known.

Wheﬁ teievision is introduced intb each of thésé types, tﬁe'
proépects for impact would seem to'diffgr.‘ In the case of the
réjécting:étrategy; it wbuld seem that éelevision Wouiﬂ, at fifst,
meet with resistaﬁce and would prédqce“iittlé chénée. Bht, perhaps,
iﬁ the 1oqger run, it might create a qﬁick and unéeffliﬁg'fevolution
of ideés.

In the case of the asSiwilation strategy televiéioﬁ migﬁt spark .
rapid change of a thofbuéh and lasting nature:

" In the case -of the transformational strategy, television would

. éisé prodﬁée rapid cﬁange;sbut not_as.thOrpﬁgh\o? fuﬁﬂamental'as

in the assimilativé case:: There would:be a.continuance of tradi- -
tional values and world. view even as many surface changes appear.

,in;éhthgaé@.tﬁeré?woﬁld&bé‘a diffepipg-stressfpatﬁérn.: In the

-

f;resistépéEspéigiy“étréééifrdpﬁﬁélg&iéionfﬁgﬁid‘gradaaily:iHCréase;.
culmlnatlngperhaps in é“‘.‘soéii.al-lﬁ:féakdo-iéﬁt - o |
In éhé%aééiﬁil#tiyeiéaéeﬁtﬁére ﬁ6ﬁ1d Héfhigh:iﬁitial stress which
,woul&{gfadually rédﬁ;é§ov@; time.‘ |
In ﬁhe tfaﬁsformafibﬁalAcaée théré Q6uld.liké1y Bé a s£eady, ﬁid; ‘

level of stress Whiﬁh would maintain itself and'wdﬁid not lead ;o'

social breakdown." o . '

-Native programming

Governments in developing areas inevitably wish to reduce Western
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content and irntroduce. locally sensitive content which utilizes local - -

languages, customs and world view.

Tﬁe mere governments are able to dispense news, diaﬁa.and other.
televisien'content in locally designed cuiturally sensiiive packages,
‘the more.effective they will be in carrying out their programs»of
'development. | | |

Effective Native programming will féduce the stress ef-g0vefﬁment
developmental programs and eliminate conflieting ideas_that-may

appear on Western television.

_ uses and meanings of television derived from local traditions .

The'sﬁccess of Native programming ultiﬁately depends upoﬁ an
‘awarehess’of’meanings and uses of television derived frbm Ibeal
traditions. These meanings and uses will-Vary coﬁsiderably from
oﬁe culture to another, depending on the nature of Beliefs;'woild
View; and~psychologicsl propensities.

HdWever; certain common deveiopmental experiences, customs and

beliefs produce some rather general uses and meanings of télevision

that ‘can be anticipated. The almost universal presence of traditions

of communication through dreaming, conjuring, drama and storytelling
and the presence of television illiteracy and social~commﬁﬁsll

RAYA N

interests develop an extra importance for television as a highly

trﬁstwofthy news source, snd as a sburce of behaviour modeisﬁi
moraiity‘and revelations. Furthermore, a common history 6f3s£ress4
ful colqnial exploitdtion by Western man inevitably.produeesﬁa.

wariness of television which is augmented to sorcery proﬁoéfions‘in

more conservative quarters and where Native programming is not well- .

IR A

P




- 20 -

developed.

Traditions‘of concrete pragmatism p#oducé a dési?eAfof reieVant
‘aﬁd pracfically useful pfogramming. Sﬁeer.fantasy programs may
even>be'resented. |

Intermittently occurring taboos, such aé those whi@h;conpefn.the
nature and extent of male-female interaction, may produce distasﬁé.
for certain Western programming which‘éoes beyond loﬁal tastes in 
the extent of portfayal of sexual interaction, nudity; womeﬁ's
rights, and female bialogical process.

Other taboo areas, such as certain behaviours directed at the

:dead; may be less capable of anticipation and require;éituational

adaptations.

level of’communit? solidarity

The extent to which perceived negative models on teievision éan
be counteracted depends greatly upon the level of community soli-
darity. Where solidarity is high, a concerted, inﬁegratéd effort

at establishing counter—socialization arises and has success.

These factors and otﬁers need to be indorporated in a modern theory
of cross-cultural television impact. At thié time we can only glimpse
‘the rough structure of such a theory, butiwgiare'far gahead of where we
were a;short time ago when cultural factors were only cursorily included,

if at all, in such theories.
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' Considerations For The Future

The rapid refinement and growing usage of satellite broadcast tele-'
vision is the major factor for future consideration. ~The economy of

such a technology‘and'its potential for pluralistic programming, with

sensitivity‘to.loeal region%, provides a potentialkthat is very'positiVe:-
lBuththere are negative aspehts; Expanding satellite USage ie creating;a
television potential that ie not unlike the development of‘the varions
radio "voices" that were aimed across national borders and{whieh'had hoth;
positive and negative features.

On the .one hand, the presenee of a television international "noiee”
createshtheﬂopportunity.to bting messages of hope and-information of a
kindiwhieh perhaps some pe0ple may pfofit mightily from;v'dn the othef
hand, d‘evelopingA countries may be,attempting'to'maintain.'traditions_'and - .
h'i&entitiee that’are in a;critical.state.of,insecuriﬁy and whieh coolaf
'._peihaps he forced_overjthefedge of extinction by'the very’effeetine fotees
of~weetern acculturation ptoduced in daily Western televieion progtamming.

And'again, on theione hand, the teehnology with widely expanéed
channels of broadcasting opens the airwa&s to numerous pfoducers of
programs and_?tovides an opoOrtunity for;producefs to ehape programs forl

specific popolations. The 1nformat10n we now have about Natlve programmlng

needs can be 1mplemented and ‘more effectlve Natlve programmlng w1ll develop

T J!x\
On the other hand, thlS development only increases the effectlveness
of telev151on soc1allzatlon pressures and intensifies the problems of

confllct betWeen 1dent1ty—ma1ntenance needs and modernlzatlon needs.

' PR

. effective Natlve programmlng and thlS will make the role of the telev151on .
»"34'
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producer even more critical as a determinant of where the balance falls -

in the battle between modernization and the survival of authentic'cultures,

Specific Reéommendaéidns

Néfivé pfogramming should be giﬁen suppért. For ﬁhe te9hnology“6f-
the fufufé:will be especially amenable to such programming. |

Theifirst Native programs to be attempted should be ne&s and infbrma-
tion shows in local languages with subjects of local iﬁﬁeresf and
&elivéred in local idiom and employing storytelling and other characteris-
 tics 6f traditi6nal communication. Trickster legends ééuld te profitably
eﬁployed'iﬁ this context. As has always beeﬁ the case, they would éupply
the metaphors which would raise the concreteiincidentsAbf ne@s to hiéhep
levels Qf meaning which embrace traditional ﬁerspééti&és:

' The second type of program to be initially undertaken could be Native
éoap 6péras,Abdt with one difference. These would be soap operas which
have a major goal of education as well as entertainment. -The world'>
experience has been that "soaps'" are almost universally the most ﬁopular
form of television. They have already been used effectively in many areas
in localized ways. They should now be develqped for Native Canadé'and
should employ Native actors and utilize Nati?e.languages (though Engliéh
and French versions would also be effectiVe); They should concentrate
upon current problems of Native life and shoé hoﬁ these problems can be’
effectively confronted. They shéuld show the difficulties_toibe‘Encouhtered
in the city and the reserve.and should show ﬁeople working.thrdugh tﬁem~-
some’ succeeding and some failing. The reasons for the various outcomes

éhould be made clear, but not, of course, in lecture form. All the
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Variables iﬁvolyed should ﬁe revealed through dramatic stories.

Native Writeré are; of course, required and é doubling‘of effort in
this'érea is ﬁeeded; As well, non-Native wfite}é can aiso be éffectiﬁeiy
employed. ThereAare many who are intimately familiar with Native life” 
and who uﬁderstand many of the;variables. A teaﬁ effprt inlwriting would, "
perhaps; be best.:

In éll programmiég_decisiéns for Nétive_doﬁmﬁnities, the péliéy_bf_
ihtégrity pf choicé is paramoﬁnf. Local gommunity pérticipafion in
"decision—making,must be preéent. The world experieﬁce shows fhat this. can
.best Be dong‘by usage of teievisidn groups who discuss b#ograms and who
méké suggestions. The worid experience also shows that:éuch groups quickl&f
becomeAineffeCtiyé and becomé alieﬁated'if_they are not truly incqtporatéd
within the deqisiénéméking machinery. They have to see thekeffectslpf"

their suggestions and know they are having influence.
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