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Introduction to the Second Report

by

John Hamer

This is to 5e an interrégnum document on fieldwork operations
and preliminary results to be followed by a more fully developed réport
in 1976, when the first phase of research has been completed. This

document reports further developments in the collection of base line

material on the intrcduction of television in Cree and Saulteaux

communities as compared to the control community of Oxford House where
télevision is lacking. |

Operations were commenced during ﬁhe summexr of 1974 by‘estab—
iiéhing two student field"wéikers, one at Norway House and the other
at Oxford House. Mrs. Florence Zwinsky (Columbia University) spent
July and August gathering data pertaining to child-rearing, television,
and the everyday life-style at Norway House. Mr, Christopher Hanks
(Eisenhower College) spent July gaining background éthnographic infor-

mation at Oxford House. Unfortunately, he became ill early in Aﬁgust

and had to leave the field. To compenéate he returned for a month

of winter field research in January 1975, gaining much useful data on

winter living conditions and the observation of children in the class-
yoom situation. Professor Jack Steinbring conducted fiecld research.on
the Jackhead Indian Reserve during the summer and early fall. Professor

Granzberg did extensive testing at Norway House and Oxford House during




* the late summer and fall. Ih addition Professor Granzberg collected

test data, as an additional measure of éontrol, from Winnipeg school
children during the spring of 1974. Both Professors Hamer and

.

Ste%nbring supervised the student field workers and dealt with the

various administrative and report.writing chores connected withfﬁhe
research grant. ’

At present there is a considerable accumulation of field notes
from'gll the participants. Numerous tape recordings have been obtained
at folk tales and ritualé in the two Cree and the Saulteaux communities.
Much of the prelimina¥y statistical analysis on the_tesﬁiné ;nd chila
rearing data is now complete and wil} be discussed in the second section
of the report. |

The first section of the reporévwill include a brief summary of
the socio-cultural aSpects'of communication ét Oxford House and Norway
House. In the second sectibn Professor Granzberg.will presént a
detailed discussion of the results from his testing of children at
Oxford House, Norway House, and Winnipeg. In‘the third section of the

report Professor Steinbring will consider the results of the field

research at Jackhead and the concluding section will deal with‘ﬁrogress

toward answering questions raised in the 1974 Report.

]




PART 1

COMMUNICATIONS AMONGST THE CREE OF OXFORD HOUSE AND NORWAY HOUSE

v

There is much evidence that the personality structure adaptable

" to a hunting, gathering, and trapping society continues to be important

and-that-many of the socio-cultural innovations of recent years have
beehAreinterpreted‘in terms of this older life style. Life patterns
wereAﬁraditionally almost totally comﬁit£ed to subsistence and health
activifies within the small{extended family. Given the rigours:
imposed by thg physical environment it is not‘éu;prising that various
forms of fantasy and psychésocial controls becamé deep rooted. It i;A
these aspects largely at the unconscicus level of the personaiity
structure which continue into the present and have important implica~-
tioﬁs for the introduction and use qf communication deviges such as.

television.

.‘Ttaditionally, the fantasy world of the Cree was largely

‘structured by the vision guest, the presence of shamen, and various

cuxring aﬁd commuhiéa£ion rituals. People no longer, at‘least to our
#ﬂowléd?e, practice fasting‘and sgcluéidh in order tp obtain a supexr-
natufal guardian who will provide protection and skill in adapting to

a harsh cnvirénment. But visions whether they come through afgaﬁs,
religious expcriences, or alcohol Are.sﬁiil important in- curing illness,
predicting future occurrences, commghiqqting'wiﬂh the dead or spatially
distant;relatiVCs, and adapting to siéuations of social tensibh. We
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are told that the shamen are long since.gone, and to our knowledge we
arétnot‘acquqinted with any, but it is éossible that there are a few
ola ﬁen and women with shaministié skills. ‘We have data on several
oldiwomen who provide cures based partly upbn dreams and knowledge of
traditional herbal remedies. |

‘The memory of the 'shaking tent' and the éhamanistic-practices
surrounding it is still verj much alive. TIndeed, there was even a
portréyal of the 'shaking tent' ritual at Norway House during the York
Bogt Festival (August 1974). Traditionally, a shaman entexred the tent
to call on the spirit; of the dead or.absent relatives in érder to
ascertain their wel;—being and/or receive information.: Spirits of
tﬁe absent or departed would make their pfesence known by shaking the
tent. The relevance of this ritual for reinterpreting the working

and meaning of television, at least for older members of the community,

- is discussed in the next section of the report.

On the othér hand, large segments of the populations at Norway

' House and Oxford House are composed of young people barely into their

twenties or younger.l The traditional religion and ritual is remembexed
more than it is practiced by the older generation, which is to be

expected considering the change -from a.migratory, subsistence, existence

1See "Preliminary Report On the Adoption of Television by Native

Communltles in The Canadian North" 1974, p. 5. Here it is indicated that

64% of population at Norway House and 46% of populatlon at Oxford House
are less Lhan 14 ycarq of age.



" to sedentary living supported largely by the institutions of the

industrial, welfare, state. Nevertheless, the traditional fantasy
adaptations provide an important means of Cree identification, even
for the youth.

One of the ways in which the 'new' and the 'old' have

- apparently been combined is through the Pentacostal Church movement.

There is a tendency for the conventional churches to attract the older
segments of the commuqity, but the Pentacostal Church attracts all age
groups. The high emotional pitch maintained through the contihual.
singing, prayer, and sérmonizing is remiqiscent of the pattefn of
traditional curing rites conducted by shamen. Moreover, the emphasis
oﬁ fevelation from within and the entering of the 'holy spifit' is in
many ways analogous to the acquisition of a traditional ‘'guardian
spirit'. - Informants have indicated that they have found much satis-
faction in the 'driving out' from tﬁe body of physical illness,
drinking, ana smoking. Indeed, one minister of a conventional religious
group at oxford Hquse sugéested, scmewhat enviously, if he'could heal
like the Pentacostals he would have many more adherents to his faith.
Thus there is evidence of a reinterpretation of the traditional.belief
system and its focus on curing and the quest for health within the
irémework'of an extreme evangelical Christian institution; a forum

for bpidging the gap between the old and the new.

While there are indications of continuity for tangible beliefs

" there is also much evidence for the persistence of more subtle means




.

of communication and attitudes pertaining to subsistence and ﬁhe
isolated extended famiiy; Much has been written about the social
atomism and restraint in interperson;l relaﬁionships in Algonkian—
speaking communities.z‘ These wefe‘highly adaptéble traits for mobile
huﬁting societies existing ig harsh physical environments in which the
maximum unit of social interaction throughout much of the year was a
husband/wif; énd childfen, both married and unmarried. This was as
large a unit as could be supported by the resources of the environment
.and there was no instiﬁﬁtionalized author;ty ﬁo'enforcé the nérms
amongst individualsAandibetween bands. In such a situation the:é were
few alternati&es to self-help and individual réétraint in deéling
with others within and between extended family units. |

It ié;significant that the change in style of life to the
sedentary, welfare, existence of resefve life has not led to a sense
of community cohesiveness.nor has it alte#ed the pattern of socializ-
ing reétraint in interpersonal relationships. Though people ﬁave
moved to reserves and only a small minority gain a %ivelihood‘trapping,‘
f£ishing, and hunting, life in the bush is still idealized and'seémé‘to
form the keystone of Cree identity. How importaﬁt this is psychologically
qén be s;en from the fact that at Norway House older men havé been
employed in youth projects to instruct yogngsters in the }ore"df :

woodcraft and camping, much as Euro—-Canadian youngsters learn about

2Seé especially Landes, R., 1937, Ojibwa Socioloay; Hallowell, 1.,
1955, Culture and Experience pp. 350-351; Fkriedel, E. 1956, "Persistence
in Chippewa Culture and Pexsonality," Amexican Anthropology, pp. 814-823.




these matters in the Boy Scouts and Girl Guides. Thus while the

hunting style of life is not practiced by most, and has to be learned
in a highly artificial -manner by children, its symbolié meaning is
very real. Moreover, there is much of the traditional rhythm of life

in reserve living of seasonal variation and task discontinuity, which

"is similar to the old way of life. For gxémple,-most men do not work

at full time jobs, change employment after satisfying short term goals,

and perform‘a variety of differing tasks gccording to seasonal varia-
tioh. It is not uncommon for a mén to derive income from fishing or-
wo%king on construéfioﬁ'during the sﬁmmer,icollect unemployment coﬁ—
pengation and hunt to supplement the'fémily diet in the fall, and go
to work in the south for a moﬁth or two in the early or late spring.
In many ways the va;iety‘of activities and tasks is similar to the
old cycle of hunting and trapping in late fall and early winter with
a swigch to fishing in early spring and summer, to 5e followed by
hunting in the early fall.

Mobility, which is so adaptive in a hunting society.geared té
seaéonal movements, continues éo be highly prized. The difference is
that in the old days people would.simply packAthéir.belongings into a
canoe, a dog sled, or on tbe back and be off. Ig other words there
wéé a minimum lapse of time between the decision to leave and going.
Today there may be a considerable lépse of time between a decision to

travel and the actual journey. Money must be accumulated for the

purchase of equipment, fuel, or air fare. All of this introduces the

concept of long term goals and the necessity of saving, attributes

3
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. associated largely with Euro-Canadian culture. At the same time there

deveiops.a sense of resentment against members of the latter who appear
to have much easier access to material resources than do Natives.
The extended family of blood relatives and kin by marriage

continues to be the basic social unit in the reserve setting. It

.provides the basic unit of competition for control of band politics,

the 1imited amount of wage labour, and modern housing. Just as parents.
and close kin were the sole ﬁode}s for adult roles in the traditional
cﬁlfure there is a tendency for this to continue to be the casé on the
Yeserve, despite incréésiné competition from the peer g;oup; school,
and the television‘sets at Norway House (see previous xeport, p. 8-9,
and next section). |

As in the past parents on both reserves tend to be relatively

. permissive in the socialization of their children. Indeed, they usually

equate discipline with the formal education system and are frequently
pexturbed thaf the teachers are ndt sufficiently rigorous in their
demands for 'proper’! depoftment by pupils. This heips create a consid-
erable discontinuity between the famiiy and the school as socializing
unit§.. It is as if the parents are saying "provide our children with

the skills to exploit the material advantages of the white-man's

culture, but don't interfere with our way of life." At Oxford House

the death in a plane crash of eight youngsters returning from boarding

school, a few years ago, has served to further widen the gap bctween

‘the two systems of socialization, Some older informants see the school



as contributing to the destruction of Cree culture, not so huch as
rcgé;d to socialization contenﬁ.as to the interference with the
tradiﬁional mobility and rhythm of life. As one man explained it,
4if the school program had been carriéd out in the suﬁmer when peoéle
traditionally banded together for fishing and othex acti@ities, the
patte;n of winter hunting in.small exﬁended family groups would»noﬁ
have been disrupted.

Thué the compartmentalization process helps maintain the family
as an independent unit of socialization and helps perpetuate social
at;mism.- Parents encourage their cgildrén to be shy %n the presence
of strangers. At Oxﬁord House children learn to play alone or with
relatives and seem to be wary of peers wﬁo are not related by blood or
marfiage. A form of stoic self-control and the self-help principle
are traditional ‘attributes apparently still socialized énd highly
valued in bot# children and adults.

Much of the evidence ﬁor the abeve comes out in the communica-
tion process. Vexbgl conversation with viéiting relatives can be
quite lively and animated, whereas with non-kin it tend# to be guarded
and perfﬁnctory. There seems to be fear of ekpressing aggression oxr
arousing the least animosity which may lead to irresolvable conflict.
Almost any request for assistance or statement of purpose is either
made ihéirectly or simply by the presence of another whose pﬁrpose
mmust ultiﬁately be surﬁised by.actioﬁs rather than woras. Criticism

of others is made only by way of gossip and ambiguous comments,

- except in the drinking situation where both direct verbal and physical




action is permissible. Undex these citcumsfances it is not sﬁrprising

to fiﬁd ﬁhat in group situations, such as schools ox public meetings,

pefsonsAafe afiraid to answér questions for fear of ridicule.
_Verbalization acquires a negétive.cohnotation becausé words

can be dangerous. Therefore, children are often cautioned physically

"yather than verbally, as for example in situations of danger such as

getting too close to the fire or deep water, lThere seems to be more
emphasis on-body than verbal contact in a social situation. One of the
field~wo?kers noted much hand holéinq,embraciné, and sim?ly touching
thé othér person in the course of génversgtion by boty sexeg.» On the
other hand, this same field worker noticed that in situationé of
potential aggression, such as sports events, there was a,tendengy to
avoid physical conﬁactf 'Furthermore, teachers at Oxford House have
noted great aéuity of vision, so important in adopting to a hunting
environment, élong with adeptness in the use of tﬁe hands} Pupils
have been found to do espécially well with concepts related to hand
action. |

| All of the above suggééts a continuing orientation on the psy-

chological bommunication, and motor behavioral levels toward the

traditional style of life. In socio-cultural systems where the total

life-style 1s geared toward concrete subsistence activiticq)non—verbal

action is a means of minimizing the ambiguities of verbal communication.

Body contact being associated with the tangible, un-ambiguous, response

is more reassuring than verbal exchange. Ambiguous verbal symbdls lead



to a degree of unpredictability that can only be managed when institutions

)

exist to resolve the conflicts that will of necessity arise. Resexve

communities are notably lacking in such specialized institutions and-

as a EOnsequence thé traditional sysﬁem of«communicaﬁion continues to
be adaptéble. |

What is the meaniné‘for~the use of such devices as television
in regard to this socio-cultural communication éata? We may hypothesize
that prograﬁ content with action and material that can beAreinterpreted
>tp fit:the reserve life-style wili be more meaningfui than dialogue.
The following sectionﬁAof the report.will_éeal in greater detail with

this sﬁbject. It is sufficient here to note the great popularity at

‘ Norway House of such action programs as Cannon, ‘Hawaii 5-C and other
shows of this nature. There are elements of reinterpretation and pro—

A blems of interpersonal relationships in such serial programs as Edge

. of Night (see.previous reéort pp. 70-87) and Family Court. There
continues‘df course to be most active interest in the develoément of

© Cree programming pertaining especially to the use of the lapguage and
portrayal of the traditional life style. Information material such as

'news telecasts and children's programs such as Sesame Street and Mr.

bresééUE are exceedingly popular. The lattcr'find favour because of the
instruction provided in basic English. | H

. . : | There is a noticeable concern by older people about programs
wﬁich ﬁlace an emphasgs'upon murdexr and violence, Given, however, tﬁe

‘preference for action programs this seems pdradoxical. Indeed, this
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is a point of conflict between Euro-Canadian and Algonkian speaking
cultures. On the one hand action is less ambiguous than verbal com-.
munication and hence more predictable, but the action of Euro-Canadian

themes often places stress.on violent activities which are inimical

~to Algonkian cultures. The dire implications of this paradox for

children will be brought out in the following section.

Though television does not exist at Oxford House, movie ére—
ferences provide some interesting parallels to television preferences
at Norway House. According to the opinions éf the operators, westerns
are the preferred fi;ms'in both movie houses. The field investigator
found that the most popular movie shown during Janua?y and February of

1975 was The Chinese Connection which consisted of almost continuous

sequences of violence, portrayed even in slow motion. On the other

hand, The Godfather, shown the previous summer, was poorly received.

In the opinioh of the Cree operator this was attributable to language
problems; only people with considerable knowledge of English liked

The Godfather. Undoubtedly language comprehension is a factor in the

formation of preferencés. Nevertheless, éivep the life—style of the
Ciee it is difficult to visualize é éreference for Cree éuiz programs
or dialogue éhows. |

There is both positive and negative anticipation that television
will ultimately be available to the people of Oxford House. Several
informants were of the opinion that it will be a disruptive element !
because of thg violence and the possibility that it will encourage

dnertia. But there are also those who see it as an alternative form



of.xecrcation that will keep foung people off the streets at night
andiéut of trouble. Given this ambivalence it is not surprising
that general enthusiasm for the presence of television is lacking.
In fact the Band Chief expressed a definite preference for an

adequate telephone system to replace the inadequate radio-telephone

-as a means for overcoming isolation.




PART XX
THE INFLUENCE OF TELEVISION AT NORWAY HOUSE - -
by

Gary Granzberg

). Introduction
In this sectioﬁ we will describe the progress we have made in
studying a lively and controversial facet of communications; the impact
of teleVision uéon the personality of chiidrenf |
The research in this field has no#'yet~prodg§ed any conclusive,

fully accepted findings. We can surely empathize with the Igloolik

' Eskimo who recently rejected television because they were unsure about

the effects it would have upon their children. . A review of the liter-

ature on the effects of television upon children would not have helped
them much. Some of the studies suggest a mcdeinizing effect of tele-

vision on children (Schramm 1960, 1964 AB, Himmelweit 1958, McClelland,

' Parroni, Irving), others emphasize a deleterious conflicf engendering

effect (Pye; Bandura et al;, Berkewitz, Wells, Gerbner, Glynn, Belson,

Freedman, Gross, Halloran, Katzman), and still others maintain that

“bhoth thiﬁgs happen at once (Schramm 1964A: pp. 130-131). .

Does television modernize? Does it engendexr conflict? It has
been suggested that sometimes it does one thing and sometimes another,
depeﬁding upon the culture of the children exposed to it (McClelland,

Henxy, Wells, Marceau, Schramm 12648, bp. 13-14 & 1964A). And yet,

14
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* almost all of the studies have been done in agricultural, industrial

soc;éties. If the effects of television can vary according to subtle
cultgral differences among agricultural, industriélizéd péoples; then
ceréainly its effects in a hunting énd gathering éociety, where studies
arg practically non-existant, cannot at ali be predicted ahead of time
and requires open minded investigation.

Thus we have inaugurated our research into the effects of tele-
visioh upon Cree children with an open mind on the two‘questions'posed
by the literature. "Does television modernize the Cree phild-and
fascilitate cree'econ;mic development?" .And/or "does television
engender conflict among cree children and retard healthy emotional 
déVelopment?" We have measured variables that peftéin to koth of thesg
concerﬁs and we are hopeful that our work-will.further undexstanding in

hoth areas.

2. »Methodologx
2.1, Subjects and Design .
On Decembex 23, 1973 the first television signal.in the history
of Norway House was received from CBWT in Winnipeg. A new era df mass

communication in that éommunity was thus introduced. Our research

gxoup had forseen the coming of that event and had made plans to assess .

ts impact. One of our concerns was the impact upon children.
We decided to measure the impact by means of a longitudinal

design in which children would be tested shortly aftexr the arrival of

television at'Norway House and then retested a yeai later, Tests would




* be given to three groups of children in all. Beside the Norway House

group, tests would be given to a sample of children from Oxford House
and Winnipeg. The latter two groups would form the controls in the
stuéy, as.Oxfo:d House children_wiil remain completely unexposed to
television throughout the study, while Winnipeg children will have
full exposure to television throughout the study. The only group
which undergoes a change in exposure to television during the study
is the Norway House group. They begin the study basically unexposed
to television and become exposed to %t during the study. Most of

the children at the time of testing had no television in their homes

- and the few that did had only experienced it for several months. One-

.hélf_year later practically all the children had television in their

homés.

The children were all boys in the 3xd, 4th or Stﬁ Qrades.‘ The
average age in each society was 9.7. -There were 44 Winnipeg boys, 45
Norway House boys and 28 Oxford House boys. In each society all the
boys attended the same school.

The testing was done dﬁring schoolAhours in a private room.
The subject faced the researcher across a table and was read thé
sentence completions and shown the TAT;S one at a time. His responses
were récgrded in long hand. The testing was conducted in English
egqept for thirteen Oxford House subjects who were tested in Crece by
& local young adﬁlt who was trained by the researcher. The testing
took 25 minutes on an average and, although the Crece subjects were’

shy until they gained confidence that their accent could be understood

-+ esway #13

e s
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by the researcher, the subjects were all eagex. Drawings were obtained

from the subjects in class during their normal art period.
The data compiled is to be 'analyzed in two ways. First of all
an overall comparison of personality‘change at Norway House, Oxford

House and Winnipeg will be made. If this comparison of personality

~change in the three groups shows that the Norway House children undergo

a change which is different from the other two groups, it would provide
evidence of the effects of television in that community. And yet,
attributing any differences in pefsonality change at Norwéy House to
television alone would be difficult.. It will be very hard to isolate
the effects of television from the effects of other pre-existing forces
that also influence personality.

For although'Oxférd Housg was chosen as our control because it
was the most §omparable group to Norway.Houée which would be unexposed
to televisioﬁ‘throughout the study, there are yet a number of differ-
ences between_the two besides that of exposuré to television that could
possibly explain a differing development of personality at Norway House
than at Oxford House.

They both have schools, they both have churcheé and the Hudson's

~ Bay, they both have roads, cars, airplanes, and boats, they both have

'hdspitalé and construction activity, and they both have numerous white

visitors. But at Norway House thesc factors are more intense. There

are wmore churches at Norway House, more schools, better roads, more

-cars, more frequent airplane sexvice, bigger hospitals with resident

doctors rather than just nurses, better telephone sexvice and moxe

-
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* white visitors, including an active metis community which is not

present at Oxford House.
One might argue, however, that the more intense acculturation

pressure at Norway House starts early and quickly spurs greater moderni-

~ zation among Norway House childten, but that by the time they are 8,

9, of 16 (their age at the time of~testih§) the pacé of change slows
and that after age 8 the change at both p;acés is in the same direction
and at the same pace. ﬁ

The sgcond method éf énalyzing thé daﬁa provides a way of
testing the~validityl$£ attribﬁting a diffeiing personality development
at ﬁ;rway House to television. This sécond nmethod coﬁsists of a
cémparative study of change within Noxway House among childréﬁ who

watch an above average amount of television and children who watch a

below average amount of television. If this comparison (which ‘controls

for most of the acculturation factors) reveals a difference which is

equivalent to the overéll.difference=between change at Norway-House
and Oxford Hogse, then the;e would be firmer evidence for atﬁributiné
the 8ifference to television rather than the other acculturation
factors.

Longex range possibilities aléo suggest themselves. We intend

to monitor the personality of the children in these three communities

for a numbexr of years. We expect that changes at Norway House, if

they don't appear after the first year of exposure, will likely appecar

‘after the second year and certainly after three or four years. In

addition, eventually Oxford House will have television. Our work will




\ .

19

then receive a powerful boost because we will be able to monitor
change at Oxford House after television enters and we will be able

to see whether the effects of television there are the .same as the

effects that occurred at Norway House.

2.2. The Variables L
2.2.1. modernization variables

A search was made of the literature oﬁ the personality bases
of modernization and eéonomie developmen£ (Foster, Hallowell, éhance)
and the'literature on the modernizing effects of television'(see above) . -
It was determined that the following have been'defiﬂed as "modern"

personality traits and as traits likely to be invigorated by television

exposure:

ey 1. need achievement

2. icausality
: 3. - abstract ability
4. xigid time consciousness
5. Self—ﬁotivation and independence
6. optimism:

7. open emotions

2.2,2, ~cox?flict variables

AAsearch was alsq made of tﬁe literature on child development'
(Dollaxd et. al., Coopersmith, Musscp ect.al., Hill & Sarason, Ruebush)
and the conflict engendering cffects Sn telcvision~(sce above), It was
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determined that the following personality variables should bé studied
to ;ésess the impact of television upon healthy child development:
1. anxiety |
2. repression of id
3. self-esteem, acceptance and confidence
~These variables were all operationally defined according to the

differing ways subjects responded to various items in our tests (see

éppendix 1l for definitions of these variables).

2.3. The Instruments
' The personality variables listed above were measured through
the administration of projective tests. Two of these tests, the draw-

a-man test and the delay~of~gratificétion test, were standard tests

used in west and non<west- soccieties. The others were not. It-didn't

- seem to us that there were any tests available which had been

standardized in Cree society and which, in addition, were fashioned
in a way that would measure the variables we were interested in and,
at the same time, not alienate nor bewilder the cree subjects. Thus

we chose to devise our own series of tests which included sentence

completions, verbal and pictorial TAT's, and an accuracy of time

retkoning test. The sentence completions and the TATs are presented
in appendix 1. |

The tests were administered to Fhildren individually and
privately‘during school hours. In addition, the researcher conducted

three months of participant observation research at Norway House (most

v

YRS BA B b
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. 0f the time living with a flree family at Rossville) and two Qeeks(at

Oxféfd House. Tﬁis work provided needed insights into the socio-
cultural factors that pextain to the personality data compiled. The
researcher was aware that part of the effects of television would be
indirect through television's influence upon such pre-existing forces
as child-training patterns .and social relations. The researcher also
realized that pre«existing socio-cultural forées would influence how
television was used and perceived and that this in turn would condition
its impact on the community. The participant observation research -
centéred on these two‘area; of concern.
2;4. Scoring

The data was scored according to the operational definitions
outlined in éppendix:i. The. questionnaire reponses were‘écored blind by
the author and a reliability check was made on the data by several
judges-unconnecﬁed with the project. The reliability was found to be
90 pexr cent oxr better on most of the variables.

Bach response to a test item was examined and then a presence

or absence score was given for each of the modernization and conflict

variables that seemed to be reflected in the response. Fach subject

then reéeived scores on each variable which indicatéd how frequently
éhat vafiable was sco;ed as present 6ver.all his responses to the test
items. Then, within each of the three societies, a final culture
scofe was‘compiled for each variable which indicated the sum total of

times that item was scored as present in all the responses the boys of

N
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that pérticular society made to the test items. These final frequency

counts by culture were then analyzed by means. of t-tests to determine

whether there were significant differences between the cultures,

3. Results
The baseline work is noWw complete and the pre—-television

profile of personality in the three societies may now be reported.

3.1. Personality traits related to modernization and:economic development:

Tables 1 & 2 summarizevthe relative stahding of Oxférd House,
Norway House and Winnipég children with respect to modern personality
traits. |

Table 1

Difference between Norway House and Oxford House with respect to
frequency of "modern" responses to test .items

Culture where Variable

Modern Variables ' is most Frequent Sighificancé
1. N.-Ach’ ‘ T . o . HN.S.

2. Causality - o NS,

3. BAbstraction ‘ LN o ' . .08

_4; Time accuracy ‘ T e _ '~ N.S.
5.: Self-reliance OH- | . T L. 00d
6. Optomism _ oW | ;06

7. Open cmotion ' OH . o . 001,
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Pable 2

St

Difference between Norway House & Winnipeg with respect to
frequency of "modern" responses to test items

Culture where Variable

Modéfn Variables " is most Fregquent ~ significance
1. N.-Ach | wpg. .06

2. ‘Causaiity Wpg. S . " .A ;001
3. Abstraction ¥pg. . - .05

4, "Time accuracy Wpg. ‘ ".001

5. Self-reliance - .' oo . ) N.S.

6. Optomism | 4 . Wpg. - - . o .04

7. Open emotion Wpg. . : DR .001

In comparison to oxford House, Norway House is more abstract,
less open and legs indépendent. However there ié no significan? aiffgr—
ence befw;en them in n=ach and causality. . As.compared to Winnipeg;
Norway House is less achievement oriented, less cauéal, léss abstract,
less open, less rigidly time oriented and lesé independéﬁt. Thus it
can be seen that in all respects Norway House is less médern'than
Winnipeg but that in compérison tq.theiless aéch}turateé Oxfo;d House

it is 'more modern in some respects and less modern in others and in

still othexr respects the same.

3.2, Personality traits related to conflict and healthy child-development:
Pables 3 & 4. summarize the rclative standing of'dxford House,
Noxway House and winnipcg with respect to indices of healthy child

.development.,
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Table 3
pPifference between Noxrway House and Oxford House with respect to
frequency of "maturxity" responses to test items
’ . Culture where Variable
Maturity Variable is most Frequent Ssignificance

l. Anxiety NH ‘ . .02
.2, Self-esteem & confidence | oH _ . .05

3. Repression of id :
(role vs play behavior) OH : .06

Table 4

Difference between Norway House and Winnipeg with respect to
frequency of "maturity" responses to test items

Culture where Variable

Maturity Variable ) is most Freauent Significénce

l. 2Aanxiety - r-—. .r . N.S.

2. Self-esteem & confidence ng. - h .05

3. Repressién of id Wpg. ’ ‘.03
f{aggression) . )

It can be seen from these tables that, as comparéd to oxford
House, Norxrway House is more anxiops, léss repfessive‘of id, less
‘qcccpting of éelf, and less confident. As compared to Winnipeg,.Norway
House is less repressive of id, equally anxious and less self accepting
nnd‘confident.

It. seems then that Norway House children face moxe problems in

healthy.cmotional development than do Oxfoxd House and Winnipeg childrxen.
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Xt is necessary now to-dcscribe the culture and personality
dyhﬁmics that lay behind the Norway House child's personality, for
this will provide a framework for interpreting the effccts television
has alfcadf had at Norway House and the effects that are likely to_ehsue.
We believe that a large part of the impact of television at Norway
House comes about not as a re§uit of the traditionally_studiedpuniversal
features (i.e.; its educational qualities and its behaviour content),
but as a result of the unique way the culﬁure and personality dynamics

at Norway House have caused the parent and child there to peréeive

television and to use it.

4, Interpretation - Culture and Personalify Dynamics a2t Morway House

The peréonality profile at Norway House may be interpreted as
the outcome of the child's attempt to simultaneously adaét to three
powarful and ponflicting forces: traditional cree beliefs and values,
(see Hallowell, Preston, Skinner, Mandelbaum, Honigmann, Landes,
Stevens) modern white be;iefs and values, and contemporéry acculturative
social and economic c0nditipns.

The impact of traditional traits explains why Norway House
children are less modern than Winnipeg children in terms of causality,
time oriéntation, abstractncsé, optimism and emptional openness. The
Impact of modcrn traits explains why Norway House children are more
modern than Oxford Hoﬁsc children in terms of.abstractness and
causality. And the impact of the social and economic forces of accultur?

ntion.explains why Norway House children are less maturcly developed
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than Oxford House or Winnipeg children in terms of anxiety, self-esteemn,

xepréssion of id, independence and aggression.

4.1. The effect of traditional cree‘beliefs and values at Norway House
Our finding that Norway House chiléren, as compared to Winnipeg

children, are non-causal, Adn—linear, non-abstract, more pessimistic

and less emotionally open may be explained, we believe, as being due

to thé funcéidning of traditional culture at Norway House. These tradi-

tional unmodern personality traits, we féel, are passed on to the

cﬁildren through the cree 1anguage,-through cree folk}ore and through

parental models of non-interference, emotional control and concrete-

situational orientation.

4.).1. non-interference at Norway House
The cree were traditionally hunters of small scattered animal
populations. They pursued their game in small scattered bands each

consisting of one or two families usually patrilineally related, The

necessities of the hunt required an assertive personality. The food

supply was not domesticated and raised locally, requiring only respon-
sible care to exploit. Rather it was distant, elusive and undomesticated
and needed to be sought out assertively. The quest, however, could be

greatly fascilitated by agreements with and knowledge of the various

" ¥"persons" or "wills" that populated the woxrld and controlled many of

the events that took place in it.

The crec boy was prepared for the assertive necessities of the
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hunt by a basically non-interfering child training in which the boy's.

- behavior was given free reign. Except for rare occassions of direct

physical. punishment, the type of sanctioning practiced was indirect

ridicule or teasing, and this was not of an abstractly moral nature

but rather very situationally oriented toward whether or not the

"behavior would produce the desired effects.

Thus moral constraints were played down and practicalieffic—
iency of beﬂavior themes played up. This helped promote the freedom
for‘exploitative.assertion atmospherelﬁhat was desired.

' The hén—interférencéAtheme continues ﬁoday at Norway House

in customs of child-rearing. Childréh are allowed té pretty weil:set
their own pace of life. It is'laigely‘their choice as to when they
arise in the moxning (usually late) aﬁd when tﬁey go to béd at night
(also laté) and when they eat and where they gb and -.who they play with
and vhere the§ sleep {(often at relative's homes). And children are
not stopped from expgrimeﬁting with knives, slingshots, métches and
axes, |

The persistence of traditionai forms of communication'at Norway
Hoﬁse-also fuels ﬁhe non—inﬁerference theme. One'o£ the characteristics
of cree comhunication is that much of_it is non-verbal. The modexn

cree prefers to let his happenstance prescnce at places and his

preparations for activities speak of his intentions rather than his

verbal pronouncements. This may be because it is easiéer for. the other

.pcrson to ignore a request spoken with body action than one given

verbally, thus presexving the others £reedom of choice, IWhen>verbal
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statemeﬁts are made, they are frequently counchéd in subtle metaphor’
andnanalogy. In fact the Cree language is so.inappropriate to aﬁ
interférence mode of interaction that when a direct interfering verbal
action is required, as ‘is occasionally the case in child-~rearing, the
parent often turns to the English language with its most diredt_system
of communication.

The persistence of non-interference themes at Norway House ié,
it would seem, one of the reasons why Norway House children demonst;ate-
a noﬁ—causal view of the world. It is a way of fhinking which is highly
compatible with a view of the woxrld whicﬁAemphasizes that each aspect
has its own will and purpose which.must bé respectea and given freedom.
It is not compatible with the basic assumétion of western science and
western religion that a large overall force is at work whiQh acts
uniform;y upon all things. ‘The non-causality of Norwayvﬁouse children
is indicated in our test data by the fact that their stories often
seem; to western eyes, to lack plot, connectedness, and focus or.
direction. In other words, the western éoncgpt of causality 1s lérgely
absent. As.an example, information on background and sefting was
givén three times as frequently by Wiﬁﬁipeg«children as by Norway House
chil@ren (p .06). Explanations of "why" sbmething happenéd in a story
wére gifén more than twice as frequenty by Winnipeg children as 5y
ﬁorway-ﬁouse children (P .001).

| "Another source of non-causality at Norway House is phé theme of
emotional control and its attendant poncrete~situationél orientation. .

This ‘theme, too, spurs a view of the world which entaills concern for
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detail and uniqueness of event rather than abstract, universal patterns
of égusality applicéble everywhere.
4.1.2, emotional control at Nozxway ﬁouse

The cree hunter was required to not infrequently.deal with life
-and death situations. It Qaé understood that efficiency in dealing with
abruptly confronted life and déath situations entailed emotional coptrol
(Preston) . .Fear, aggression, grief, self-pity and panic had to be
qontrolléd and repressed in favor.of cool calculated efficient action.
A humber of institutioﬁs arose which promnoted emotionél control and
reticeﬁce.‘ Those that persist today at Norway House include concrete-
situational orientation, swaédling, certain aspécts of the structure
of the cree language ahd.certain aspects of cree body movement patterné.'

.

4.1.2.1. 'conérete—situational,orientation

As mentioned above, the child's behavior was not criticised
~ in terms of whether or not it took into account abstract mo;al principles
but in terms of whether or not it took into account concrete situational /
factors that would efféqt its success. The cree chila developed the
habit of refraining from abstract general donéiderations of situations
and instead focused in on the details that had to be surmounted for
gurvival. It was a habit well suited to the need for embtional control
and cool calculated reasoning in c#isis éituations. The hunter couldn't
“afford to have his actlons hampered by self pity or fear that might.
syise from an abstract consideration of his situation.

This is well illustrated b& a story told by an oldex Norway

.




" House cree man, He was hunting in a rather severe and difficult

winter. He was weak and hungry and pulling his tqboggan 5éhind him,
Ali at once six wolves, driven to desperate actions by their own
hunger, headed toward him and 5egan tg surround him. If éver a sit-
vation called for cool, efficient action certainly this one did.
Thexe was no room for self fity or fean that might arise out of an
abstract consideration of his plight. He was served by his training

in emotional control. Cooly contrelling his emctions, he turned his

toboggan over, crouched behind it, got out his gun and waited fox the

wolves to get close enough so he could pick off the 1gader without"
missing, for if he missed, they would all.attack at once. He didn't
miss and as the other wolves surrounded him somewhat confused he
picked each of the others off in turn.

That Qoncreteuéituationalvorientation is still a habitual
pattern at Norway House is seen in the responses of Norway House'
children to the TAT's. In comparison'to the Euro-Canadian Winnipeg
children who were able to detach themselves from the immeéi;te
stiﬁuli in the pictures and let their minds wander into abstract con-
jectural areas, the Norxrway House (aﬁd also the Oxfoéd House) children
gave descriptive, stimulus tied responses (P .05). Other evidence of
the continuapce of the situational orientation at Norway House comes
frbm the responses of subsects to a question about what a boy d4did
vwhen, during a lek, he came to a stream. Norway House and Oxford
House subjects gave significantly moxe short range, immediate stimuli
related rcspoﬁscs than Winnipcg children (P .05). While winnipég
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children would likely say that the boy would wade through at a shallow
spot, or swim across or make a boat to go across, the cree children
usually had the boy take a drink of water or play there for a while.

A related experiment demonstrated a similar contrast between Norway

‘House and Oxfoxd House on the one hanﬁ and Winnipeg on the other. This

was thevdelay—of~gratificatiop'experiment iﬁiﬁhich chilafen were asked
whether, as a reward-for taking the tests, they would like a candy bar
right~away orlwould elect to wait a week and then have thvcandy_bars.
The.c;ée children reacted to the immediate stimulus of presentiy

available candy bar gnd more than 2/3 took_one~xight away. The Winnipeg:__
children split 50-50 on their choice (P .01). - -

Finally responses to the sentence completion question "thé man

‘was sick because ==-==- ?" reveals that the Cree, as compéred to Winnipeg

subjects, ﬁofe'frequently separate out one part of the body and explain
its partiéﬁlgr_illness rather than conceptuaiizing an illness for the
body as a whole (P L01). This is in keeping with concrete-situational
orientations. Traditionally the parts of tﬁe body‘were-seﬁarated and 
indebendent. Each part had a will of its own. A favorite tale of
wiiSakatjik findings him berating his»anﬁs for plotting ééain;ﬁ him

aﬁd not carrfing dut the responsibility he had given it of standing
guard while he slept. A similar situational conception of the body
is:prcscnt;in the‘response a Cree friend gavé the reseércher wheﬁ asked
why he didn't take a pill to settle his pain.. He said, "It's my fecet
that huft;'not my heart or other parpé of my bbdy. The pill goes

wvhere I don't need 1it."



© 4.1.2.2, swaddling and emotional control
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Swaddling préctices introduced emotiopal.cohtrol to the child.
Children were swaddled tightly in a_cradle board from birth to often
five, six or seven years of age. They learned to stay still and

observe and keep their bodies under control.  The moose hunt and other

“hunt requirements demanded a similar body control. Often the cree

hunter had to waiﬁ in a boat near the potential site vhere a moose
night water himself. He would have to stay quiet and motionless often
fof hours on end ye£ keeping an alert ear and eye ready for Siéﬁs of
the presénce of the mébse. |

Swaddling at Norway House today is not practiced as universally

_nor as intensely as it once was. Most mothers today only swaddle during

the first year. After that they switch to the crib where the child is

allowed free exploration. - ) .

4.1.2.3. Cree language and emotional control
The Cree language teaches emotional control through the unaspir-

ated nature of its phbnémes. It has often been observed by westerners

|
\

that the cree seem to bit off their words and swallow them. This
would be noticeable to a westerner who is not used to unaspirated

sounds and who expects to hear consonants explode out at him,

4.1.2.4. Dbody movement patterns and emotional control
- The Noxway House child also learns emotional control through

copying the bédy movement patterns of his parents and kin. Gestures
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. are not effusive. In dance the upper body is kept rigid, the arms
cxtendcd and Qnmoving at the sides. Faciél éxpressions are also
controlled and thére is no elaborate greeting or parting gestures.
Even ﬁhe return of a.long absent loved one éoes not bring about
great surface emotional display as it wouid in western society.
The effectiveness of these forces in promoting emotional
control and a resexved, closed self is seen in the analysis of the
draw-a-man test. As compared to Winnipeg children, cree children

drew smaller, less detailed, less open stanced men (P .001).

4.1.,3. Pessimism at Norway House .

-Pessimism is another feature of the need to be prepared to
confront potential life and death.situatiqns. It is suitable in a
world where events couid take a sudden dangerous turn at:any moment.
A rather.defensive, reticent stance is needed to maximize one's sur-
vival potentiél. One cannot "leap before looking" in the bush or one
migﬁt fall through the ice.

Pessimism persists at Norway House in the frequent "if God

with which esﬁimates are made of the probable success of planned
hunté'op'fiShing excursions and in the numerous bad omens they attri-
bute to various events, such as the sighting of mamagwaso (little
people), the hooking of a white fish, the presence of an.éwl or frog
~ox snake and the méking fﬁn of pcéple; POSSimism is.secﬁ in our test

xesponses in the more frequent attribution of negative outcomes to

.

|

|

|

. . . |
wills" condition placed upon future planning, in the extreme caution
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situations in TATS by Norway House children as compared to Winnipeg

" c¢hildrzen (P .04).

4.1.4. non-lineality at Norway House

Parxt of the traditional cqnception on non-lineal time can be
traced to the stability of the ‘traditional system. Events were repe-
titive and cyclical. There was no evidence of a history of change and
deveiépment as is found in the west. The inventory of tcols aﬁd
techniques remained relatively unchanged over time. People came and
went, bﬁt the cycle Qf the seasons and fhe cycle of social; ceremonial
and economic behavior remained unchanged. A doncep£ of repetitive,
circular time seemed only natural. Behavior it seemed was not created
affesh by individuals, but was merely brought into actuality from
already pre-existing potentials.

This pon~1inear orientation.of the cree ié still largely
present at Norway House. Winnipeg children guess a thirty second time
interval to within 13.1 seconds on an average while Norwéy House
éhildren average 20.1 seconds off. On a second trial, after the

children are allowed to watch 30 seconds tick off on a sﬁop watch,

Winnipeg children average 8.2 seconds off while Norway House children

average 14.1 seconds off (P ,001).

lA non—linear time orientation is alsp evident in the daily
behavior of the cree. In conversations they often fail to make time
refexrences gnd usually leave a western obsexvex wondering when the

activity took place. The non-lincar orientation to time is also
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) foun@ in theiciee language. There aré no past, present aﬁd future
caﬁcgories of'grammar as are present in EngliSh. 

The cree are aware of their differing view of time and
occé;ionally respend to a weste;ner's invitation to do somethiﬁg a£
a given time with "Is that Cree time or white tiﬁe?"‘ In Ciee £ime
‘the viéiséitudes of life are such that one would not”like‘to pin:
" another down to presenting hiﬁself somewhere at a precise time.

This is too interfering of the other person's freedom of choice.

4.2, -The Effect of Médern White Beliefs and Values.at Noxrway ﬁouse

Modexn white beliefs and values are influential at Norway House
m&st no£ably through the impact of the Hudson's Bay. Chﬁrches, schools,
moyies, magazines, radio, white people and Metis, ana modern conven-
iences such as electricity, motors, cars, plaﬁes, clothiné and hténsilé.

These_forces, we bélieve, account for .the giéater CaQSality,
abstractness and optimism~at Noxway House as.compared to»Okford.House.

" Western culture has developéd in the direction of the technological
mastery of nature and, in conséquence, has fostered an attitude of
detachment from and domination of nature.

Science is the keynote. It epitomizes tﬁe themes of causality
and abstractness. The children of Noxway House learn sciéncebin‘the
schools. They also learn math, social stgdies, éeography, literature,
and rcéding and all 6f these require the child to use hié imagination,
Ato be aﬁstrqct, tb_compare and conﬁrastk‘té éﬁecuiate, to deal with’

abstract causality and generalized principles.
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In addition, the schools have many rules to obey. In fact
more rules probably than the child has ever been subject to in his

yrevious non-interfering upbringing. There are rigid time rules

-about when things have to be done, rules about clothing and cleanli-

ness, rules about talking and eating, about where to pla§ and where
not to play, what doors to use, how to-ask questions, and how to line
up for various activities.

© - Models of abstréct causal behavior and interference are also
present in other whitg institutions at Norway House -- in the ba§,~
the movies, the churcﬁes with their one universal God and His all
engompassing universal laws and their specific lists of sins and
biessings, the radio and magazines. Even new leash laws for dogs
briné in an interfering mode of action, these laws arising bécause
of the larger'population and 'packing' of the many dogs‘during the
wintér leading to occasional kills of young children.

The influence of these white forces upon abstraction is seen
in drawings of churches where 45% of Oxford House children, 17% of
Norway House children and 4% of Winnipég>children draw small chﬁrches
(% of page or less), but were 24% of Oxford House children, 34% of
Norwa} House children and 65% of Winniﬁeg.children draw big churches
(3/4 of page oxr more). An emphgsis on made-made churches rathexr than
thq surrounding nature in which it is submerged could be interpfeted
as an indication of abstractnesé. The influence of white forcés is
also scen ip thc more imaginative stories a£ Norway House as comﬁared

to oxford House. And finally, it is seen in the addition of moral

VR A WHLLFINY 0 £ 1057 STATR TSP AR TIBRT 6
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considerations to the practical considerations with which children's
behavior at Norxway House is judged. One area where this enters is
in the f£inding of "morals" to traditional folklore. The ‘most
frequént "morals of the story" point out the negative results of
being dependent and disrespectful -- two behaviors of children in
~their acculturative situation.of wﬁich parents are vexy critical.
As an example, in a story about a young boy (aiyase) who is given
directions from an old woman about how to proceed on a long Jjourney,
iﬁ is pointed Sut that when he is respectful and obeys the suggestions
he is‘successful, bu? when he does not, he gets in trouble. In
another story about a frog and rabbit it is pointed 6ut that when
the rabbit hides from wolves under the backbone of a moose it is
cagght because it is bad to go to someone elses backbone for
suﬁport; one should stand up under one's own backbone.

The influence of white forces upon causality is seen in the
moré frequent use of dominance-submission interaction imagery in TAT

- stories (P .02) &t Norway House as compared to Oxford House.

4.3. Contemporary Acculturative Social and Economic Conditions

The contemporary acculturative conditions of sedentariness,
mqhey ecdﬁomy, welfare, family allowance, alcohol, and conflicts
bétween traditional and modern values we believe.cxplain our test
£indings that Noxrway House children have lower self esteem, lowér
-independcnce, lower 1d repression anq higher anxiety, than Oxford Housc

children and that they have higher aggression and lower self-estecem and
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Jower repression of id than Winhipeg children. Put at the highest
level of generalization, we may say that these conditions exert their
effect.by removing a sénse of direction from.the child's life. Livi;g
an aimless life, the child has littlé incenti&e to mature and, with a
low level of emotional maturity, has a difficult.time handling the
stepped up pace at which hé is expoéed to knowledge of the world, to
new ideas and to new experiences. He reacts with dependence,
narciséism énxiety, aggression and low self-esteem.

Traditionally the cree child was early made aware of the need
to.repress selfish narcissism for altruis?ic role behavior and had
considerable help to do so. He had appro§riate parental models who
were diligent, self-sacrificing hard workers. He had skill developing
chores such as carrying water, gathering and cutting wood, setting
rabbit snares; gathering berries and seeds, helping to cléan and
prepare game, and helping to repair tﬁe cabin each new season. He had
natural bush necessities and rest?aints to keep his behavior in line.
He had a functioning religion and effective discipliné from parents
that were respected. Ana finally there was cg;emonial celebration of
many of the important steps in his development tp maturity. . This
ceremony provided him with the incenti&e to work hard to develop the
skills that demonstrated his movement to a higher stage of development
#nd which, when achieved, made him the focus of celebration. Among
these ceremonies were a celcbratiqn of his first steps outside the
home, a feasting of his first successful hunts, apd a group sgpportcd
cquest for a vision, which, when successfui,,reéuited ﬁé‘a new que;
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new personality, and a prestigious place in the curing and conjuring
cefémonial of the shaking tent and leadership in theAcampfire-song;
dance and story telling. : o .

Thus with this effective guidance, the child's identi£y'and
direcﬁion in life was secure and he was able to slowly and surely -
su¥mount his growing up problgms to achieQe mature self cqnfident
behavior.

Acculturation forces have entered the picture today to erode
the traditional maturity of role orientation in'children. The tgsk.
of growing up énd fipding purpbse aﬁd>meénin§ to life, and reason to
sacrifice and to.work_hard and to givé up.qhildhood indulgences and.
narqissism is considerably more difficult.for today's child thén it
wasvfor his predecessdr. He has to tend to the task without many of
the external and internél supports and guides that tradifionally were
available and which traditionally provided the rewards, punishments.
and inéentives that directed his behavior development.

The breakdown of the reward, punishment and incentive systeh
may be traced to the folloQing: a présence of too many felatives and
friends acting upon an idealof communal shéring‘of property, absence of
& clear defiﬁitionwavmaturityvand goals in life, absence of survivai

nécessities, and absence of effective parental discipline.

"4.3.1. Too many relatives and friends dcting upon an ideal of

. communal sharing of property

‘Once a system of welfare, family allowance and largely free
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. housing and medical care is introduced into the traditional setting,

with the services localized in one area where a school, a bay and a

~church are also prQSént,land once the white man's laws are enforced,

espécially the one that says that children between the ages of seven
and‘sixteen must go to school, then inordinate pressure mounts‘for
the cree to give up the hunting and gathering way of life and settle
down around the serviées fhat the whité man has offered.

‘Families now increase in size with a scarcity of government
housing and with a reduced reason for_spacing children. Two babies
close in age can now se mo?e eésily pared for with the~§ettied life
and‘its reduced movement ana with more nuﬁerqus baby sitters and
other services. 2and, with each new child, welfare and famiiy~allowance
increases.

With increased family size and with many previously scattered
fanilies coming together permanently inlbne location, the population
@ensity of the living area increases dramaticélly. The increased
population places a great strain on the‘traditional practiée of
commuﬁal sharing of property, especially when the property is scarce,
very desirable, and takes hard work to acquire.

In a situation where everyone is_not_producin§'equally, and-
whére a plethora of relatives demanding'their fair shafé quickly.
diésipétes any gain acquired through hard work, the incentive tq'work

hard and sacrifice to accomplish something is lost. This is seen in

the fact that at one time,'before the population of NbrwayVHouse

rcached above the 1000 persons mark (it is about 3000 today), the people

’
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had gardens and grew potatoes and other vegetables. Now there are no
garaens. They say it wouldn't do them any good to grow and the
children would steal it. Youth coming back- from a period of fire-
fighting or construction work have a similar complaint. They say
they get an inordinate amount of pressure from their friends and kin
to “"spring" for drinks all around and that this quickly uées up any
money they may have saved by their hard work. This pressure comes
from the traditional ideal of a hunter returning from a successful
hunt who is expected to share his &ood fortune.

4,3.2. BAbsence of a clear definition of ﬁaturity andfgoais in life

The conflict between traditional énd médern defiﬁiﬁions of
nmaturity and accomplishmeht confuses the child and makes him hesitaﬁe
in de§oting much energy to any one goal direction. He is faced with
a situation‘wﬁere rewards from one sectof for a certain kind of goal '
directed behavior are"counterbalanced by punishments from another
sector. He 1s unclear as to which way to go.

There are great jealousies between the traditional a#d modern
sectors of society in the possession of the child's ioyaltigg, The
school is the. symbol of modexrnism, Pa&ents are éhe symbol of tradi-
tionalism., The two are in frequent cgnflict. From the parent';
p&int of view, very few would déspute the value of an education, but
what they do disbute is the value of the other things tha£ often come
with it (e.q. selfishness with éroperty, disréspect for parents and

txaditions, movement to the city). From the school's point of view,
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very few would dispute the value of having pride in ones traditions,

but what they do dispute is the wisdom of keeping some of those tradi-

. tioqs going (e.g., the cree language, shamanism, emotional reserve,

non-abstractness and non-causality).

Of course not all parents are traditional and not all school.

people are modern. In fact, the neat separation of people into these

polarities is a distortion of the real situation. Most people are
somewhere in between, with fine distinctions between them in how ﬁuch
modernism and traditiq@alism they feel is advisable.

The child's choice is thus not simply a matter of going
tgaditional or going modern. It is much more complicaﬁed than that.

There are numerous intermediate pathways available to the child, each

. with its own problems and its own means of balancing and integrating

" .

fﬁé two sides,
Since none of the numerous pathways dominaté,,there can be no

ceremonial‘which defines éach step along the way and which.provides

xewards and fulfillment for the sacrifice that is entailed in making

each transitional step.

4.3.3. Absence of survival necessities

Traditionally there was a consensus that the need to survive
by hunting -and gathering was a primary value in life and was an end

to which behavior had to be focused. Today survival is through the

dollar, But unlike the hunt where it is clear that certain behaviors

bring success and others bring failure (e.g., reticence, concrete-~
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situational orientation, pessimism, knowledge of animal and plant
haﬁits, preparation of nets, traps and weapons; body bgalth, assertiveQ
ness and self-reliance), it is not as clear in the hunt for the dollar -
which behavior brings success and which brings failure.

In fact, there is no total failure; Regardless of what one
does, thére«is-always money through welfare and family allqwanée to
survive on. Hence there is no clear survival necessity to define goal

direction and to give the child an incentive to mature.

4.3.4. BAbsence of effective parental diécipline
A major.factor eroding the effectiveness of parental discipline
is the disrespect children have for the father which has been céused by

the schooling of children in white values.and the breakdown of the

“father's traditional role.

4,3.4.1. schooling of children in white values

Schools, television, movies, radio aﬁd ﬁagazineS»iﬁtroducé values
and behaviors in the child'which, because of their conflict with father's
values and behavioxr, cause a.genefation gap. and a‘mutualwdisapprqval of
certain beha&ior in each other.

One of the arcas. of conflict is with regard_ﬁo standard 6f
iiving‘éoals.‘ From white culture the child learns that he is iﬁpovcrishgd;
Hé bégins to see his father as a failure, as being poqr aﬁd unable to
prqvide an adequate standard of living. The child will desire a "better

Life™ and may wish to leave the reserve,
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In addition, white culture makes £he child aware of his
“indiancss" in its negative .sense. The childAéees such labels attached
to his race as "heathen“, "pagan", “uncivilized", "cruel enemyﬂ,‘
“dr%nkafd". He even comes to identify‘wiphA£he cowboys over the indians.
Many children dress up in cowboy clothes and see the cowboy figure as -
the hero. The child may come to disrespect his father for being an indian.

A ﬁore subtle area of conflict arises from the low level of
understénding modern children achieve in the Cree langﬁage; The§ are
taught English in tﬁe schools and often have to observe rules about not
speaking Cfee in SChoél. They may come to view the.Crgg language as
bad and facility in English as prestigious. Thus, even'though Cree is
sppken in most homes, iﬁ i; not practiced.as much as formerly and there
is é failﬁré to understand it at a hiéh level, éspeciaily with thé
absence of bushiexpefiences to give meaning to many df‘the analogies and
metaphors, - , - ¢

The child is therefore unable to reach a mature understanding
ofvthe philosophy of Cree traditions and fails to appreciate the father's

knowledge and expertise.

4.3.4.2. Dbreakdown of the father's fraditional role

ot ~ A number of institutions now exist at Norway Houée which, by
brovidiﬁg scrvices“to the child that used to be provided by ‘the fathex,
xeduce the father's role. The most obviéus‘one is welfare and family
allowance. - This s?tuation, combined with the presencé of the money

economy and the Hudson's Bay, undermines the father's role as provider,
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Another institution that takes over for the father in servic-
ing the child is the school. The school takes over the fathex's role
of teacher, and, in part, it also takes over his role ds disciplinarian. -
The'father used to teach bush skills but these are no longerx necessafy.

The child now needs knowledge of the white world and this is obtained

- more from teacher's from peers, and from television than from parents.

Part of the father's teaching used to be through stories and folklore,
now the child turns to teachers and television for stoxry telling. '
Discipline is also.now a function of the school and ‘it is -
Interesting to note tﬁét although parents are concerﬁed_about occasional
excessive discipline in(the schools (as they see it), they are adamant
tﬁat teachers should be firm and should use the strap when necessary.
Parents no& feel inadequate to handle the discipline of-children‘
Traditionally'they relied on bush restraints and slow deQelopmént and
continual chaperoning to make thg child behave. Néne of these things
are possible today. Within the safety of the reserve, children roam
fﬁr and wide without worry of getting lost or being attacked by
animals or bush "bogeymen". They have many places to hide and play and
explore out of the range of parentél eyes and ears. And they gfoup in
slzeable number, using their combined strength to scheme and evade |
parental control.

‘Not only can they avoid bush dangers and parental chaperoning,

they also now grow up much faster than before and they are more worldly,‘

“curious, and adventurcsome. They are not afraid to go out and explore.

This is because they have been raised in a freer environment.
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With reduced infant mortality and more security in the babies>
saféty, it seems mothers are now willing to invest emotion in the child
carlier than before, knowing the investment is fairly secure. They
name the child earlier, talk to it earlier and generally recognize it
as a “"person" earlier. BAnd, too, realizing that openness, and willing-
neﬁs to take chances are requirements for success in the white man's
world, they prepare the child by a less restricting, freer child-
reariﬁg -- they wean from.the breast earlier, take the child out of
swaddling in a cradle and put him into a crib where he can learn to
stand and explore ea;lier, provide “walkersf so he can walk earlier
and let him play alone outside earlier. The qhild ﬁhus walks, talks
and Qlays outside alone éarlier than before. And when the child
interacts with the many people around him and sees al; the thihgs
happening around him (there are no trees. to block his view as there
used to be), he quickly becomes worldiyp gets new ideas of sex, drugs,
stealing, aggression, etc., and hence becomes more of a discipline
problem than ever.

Hospitals, nurses énd doctors provide medical care to the
child. Once more the father's role is undermined, for he traditionally
provided much of this service.

As a result of these factors the child often doeé not identifyb
with his father and dogs not internalize him as a vicarious source
~of pleasure. Without £hc intc;nal father figure (or, as some would
say, without a well developed supcrcgo),~the child lacks an internal

model for behavior and an internal "“policeman" who rewards and punishes
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according to a specific behavior direction. This is a serious obstacle

.in his attempt to find meaning, purpose and direction in life.

Bvidence of thé child's conflict with his father is seen in

the TAT responses of Norway House children. As compared to Winnipeg

and Oxford House children, the Norway House child more ffequently tells

stories about punishing paéeﬁts and evil parents (P ;02).

Evidence éf a general lack of goal direction is seen in the
fact that Nérway House children tend to describe themselves and other
persons in terms of play and self;indulgent activity whereas dgfofd
Ho&se children tend tovdescribe themselves and others in. terms of
role and altrusitic behavior (P .06).

Evidence of the undisciplined naﬁdré of "the Norway House child
is seen in the undisplaced, unrepressea nature of their aggressioﬁ
imagery. Norway House children more fregquently use imager& of difect
aggression ag%inst other people than Oxford~House and Winnipeg children
(P .62). -Winnipeg children are more likély to displace aggression
inward upon self. Oxford House children tend to displace aggression
onto animals and inanimate objects. An examplejof the different:way
the three societies handle aggression is seen in th; responses to the
sentence completion item "the boy hadAa‘knife and he —==-- ", Whereas
Norway House boys were the most likely to say that he woﬁld staﬁ‘some—
body, Oxford House boys would say he threw it in the ground ox carved
something and Winnipeg boys would say that he hurt himself. Imagery
of a boyApupishing himself could be intefprctéd as chdencc of super-

egb behavior. This is infrequent at Notway Housc.
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Evidence of the child's general disoxientation and confusion
is seen in the anxiety displayed in the responses of Norway House boys.
They more frequently read fear into the behavior of characters in
stories than did Oxford House or Winnipeg children (P .02).

Finally the lack of skill and lack bf_ability to handle all

the incoming stimuli is seen in the low confidence and low self-esteem

of Norway House children. This is evident in the draw—a~man(&here
Nofway Houéé_children draw smaller, less detailed and less opén stanced
figures than Winnipeg or Oxford House children.
4.4, Method of Adaptation at Norway House

How does the child adapt to the léck oﬁ'incentives, to the lack
of guidelines and to the gnxieties and‘insecuritigs of ééculturation?
He responds to;the lack of guidelines and incentives by féfusing to
plan for the future and by escaping into excitements of the‘present;
he represseé ﬁis doﬁbts, anxieties and insecurities with a macho type
bravado and with a frustration releasing aggression; and he becomes
dependent on his peers for support and commiseration and on the white

man for survival.

.4.4.1. éécapes

ﬁore than the Oxford House child oxr thé chiid of carlier days
the Noxway ﬁoﬁse'child plays; ~He uses play as an eScapé-from the
pressures of acculturation. He has been raiséd in a freer, exploration
encouragiﬁg atmosphcrc and he is willing to ﬁfy things. In the-érowdcd,
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expésed liﬁing conditions around him he sees many things to try -
sex, drugs, rebellion, stealing and any number of faddish behavioxs
(especially those introduced through movies and television) like

kuné fu combat, sword fighting, new styles of dress and verbal inter-

action and Evel Knievel daredevil behavior on bicycles. 0ld standby

games include general chasing and wrestling and mischief making, king

of tbe hill challenges, exploration of dangerous areas like the

school after hours and Fhe teacher's compound, chasing dogé, hofées
and birds with sling shotsﬂ going visiting, playing hockey, baseba;l,
énd-basketball, and géing to evening dances, canteens, socials, movies
and bingo. . V : .

The problem is that the child's ad?enturesome spirit and
“worldliness" and exposure to ideas and opportunities gets him into
sitﬁations that his emotional maturity cannot handle. He doesq“t
know how far to go and where to stop. He doesn't know when there are
dangers. Children have been killed through eéploring the excitément
of glue sniffing, aerosol and paint thinner sniffing, and "bla¢k~out“.
games. They have become pregnant thfough sex. And their rébellioh

and stealing causes damage and gets them into trouble with the pblice.

But through it all they seem to give each other support and

"they disélay a surface bravado that keeps the anxieties and insecuri-

.

ties undexr control.

4.4,2. Bravado

The effects upon a child of having a weakened father figure and

.
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a strong mothex figuré and of living with discrimination and poverty
hav; been studied by a number of people (D'And;ade, ngrington,
Burton & Whiting, Lewis, Kardiner g Ovesey) and a dominant theme of
their work is the finding thet a boy raised under such conditions

becomes insecure about his masculinity and compensates through “super

. masculine" behavior. Such behavior is visible among Noxrway House

children. They group into all male gangs at around the age of seven
ox soi(this sex segregation of play comihg much earlier now than pre-
viously when boys and girls still played house and cowboys and indians
tqgether up until puberty). They dress "macho" with boots‘;nd faded
blue denim motorcycle type jackets and jeans. They.engage in frequent
fighﬁs and swearing and testing of the dominance hierarchy by bluffs
and demands for submission from those lower dovm. They are vain and
génsitive to.insult and maintain a sexual bravado with the girls. They
engage in "chicken games" whereby one must show céﬁrage in standing up
to teachers and parents and each other and, latex on, they will engage
in wife beating and drunken brawling.

Our test findings also show evidence of this "supermasculine"

adaptation of the children. It may.belinterpreted as one of the factors

for the greater dominance and.sex (P .04) in the stories of Norway
'House children as compared to Oxford House children and for the greater

. person oriented aggression of Noxway House children as compaxed to

Oxford louse and Winnipeg children. It may also account foxr the fact

“that of all the draw-a-mans from all the children only thrée drew strong

men lifting bar bells and two of the three were at Norway Housc, the




other one was at Oxford louse.

4.4.3. Dependence’

Because of the lack of direction and incenti&e, children do
not develop seif~reliant skills, Thgy do not learn bush.skills and
bush lore. Very few have seen a live moose, wolf, beaxr, or’a;dég team.
They do not know how to track, set snares, build shelters or prepare
a proper fire. Instead they learn to be dependent on the white man
and, indeed, some achieve considerable reknown as-highly skilled
huntexs of the white man's services. "Wﬁat would happen if the white
man went away?" parents lament. "What would the children do then?"-
“All thgy ¥now," parents say, "i1s money; éll they know is how to put
a dollar next to the cash register." One.fa;her's recent expefience
is not untypical, He took his youné teenage son on a huﬁt.aﬁd, the
first night, was told by the child that he wanted to goAthe to-his
goft bed and he waﬁted to watch bugs bunny on television.

This dependence is revealed in our test data by the fact that
Norway House children as combared to Oxford House children more fre-
guently solve hypdthetical séntence completion problems 5y imagining
that the characters seek help rathér than reiying on their own resouréés
(r .OOlX‘ An example is a TAT picture of a young Cree girl lookiﬁg‘off
into the-distancc with a finggr in her méuth.and a soméwhat fearful
look on hex face. Norway House children moré_thén Oxfora House
childrcn-reéd a desire for mother into hexr behavior (P .003). The

Oxford House children morc likely suggest that she has a toothache or

‘
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that she is afraid of'something or has been hurt without suggesting

that she's seeking help to solve hex problem., It is interesting to

note_that ﬁhe Freudian~interpretatioh of orality being a projection
dependence is suppérted by the fact éhat Norway House children are
the ones who most frequently refer~to eating, the mouth, and qud
(p .(56).~ Winnipeg childreﬁ do not diffex significantly.f;om Noxway

House children in dependent responses.

4.5, Summary
) We may summarize our interpretation of the cu%tufe énd per-
sonaliﬁy dynamics that lay behind thg personality of Norway House
children, as revealed by_our field work and test analysis, by saying
that the Norway House child i.s caught iﬁ a bind between fraditional
values and modern values iﬁ“which he lacks both external and interna

guides to enable him to successfully find a direction out. He react

to the ensuing anxiety, frustration and low self-esteem and confiden

by seeking escapes and “"excitement", by tension reducing aggression,

putting up a brave "macho" front, and by dependence upon peers, pare

.

and white people.

5. The Uses and Perceptions of television at Norway House

The impapt of television at Norway Héuse is ‘greatly effectéd
by the culture and personality dynémics that have been outlined abov
These culﬁurc and personality factors have shaped the way television
has been received at Norway House. It has not been received passive

of-
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The pgoplc have taken it and forged it into a tool which they ére
confront. At-NorWay House teieviéion has become someﬁhiﬁg guite
different from what it is in Winnipeg or America or Africa or
possibly apywhere. And the unique thing that it has become at

Norway House is a result of the culture and persoﬁality needs of the
people. Since we are focusing upon children, we shall see what tele—‘
visioh~has become for children at Norway House. We shall see that
telévision'has become an instrﬁment for escape, for resclving the

conflict between traditional values and modern values, for dependence

and support, for protecting the child against his knowledge and lack

of maturity, and for helping him with verbal communication skills.
Its nature and content have been interpreted in relation to
thesé problems and have inéeniously been shaped to help solve them.
Parents are xesponsible for a considérable portioﬁ Qf the shaping of
television but the children have contributed their part. The popular
programs are the ones which best fit the shape intended.
Let us now take a iook at how television has beeﬁ shaped to

attend to the Norway House child's needs. We shall discdss this undexr

fowr: headings: television as a-resolution of the conflict between

"traditional and modern valucs and as a source of support for dependence

needs; telcvision as an escape for the child; television as a protector

of the child from harm; and television as: an .aid in verbal communication.



54

5.1. Television as a Resolution of Acculturation Conflict and

as a Source of Support

AOne of the fundamental postulates of gnthropology is that
when an object diffuses from one society to énother its original
meaning and use may change. This is what has happened to television.
Parents have given~television a new‘meaning in such a way that it can
be used to help the child solve acculturation conflicts and find
support. The new meaning of television, as seQeral informants have
independently told us, is that television is the traditioﬁalvpower—
£ul mind of the Cree shaman, and the thingé seen on television are
the results of that mind's conjuring, viéion‘seeking %or helpers and
dreaming. Television is the white ﬁan's koosaba—-chigan, we have been
told. It is the shaking.tent. The shaking tent, tﬁey explain, was
the original tg}evisioﬁ. It was a place where the shaman would go
and, with his:powerful mind, would do ﬁany wonderfui things. He would
dream people into the tent from great distances and they would téll
of the activities taking plgce, aétivities that could havé a bearing
on the Cree's welfare (especially if warfare is concerned).- The
“peogle“ brought into the tent could be from alltiﬁes.énd places.,

Some might tell of the future. The snow would tell how deep the snow,

- slush and ice will be; the water could tell where flooding will occur

and how high the lakes and rivers will be{ the moose will tell where

moose may be found. Some could give power. The trece might tell which

of its parts can be used for curing, the cagle might carry the shaman

through the sky. When a spirit enters the tent it begins to. shake
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" and the spirits voilce is heard from a drum through the same sound wave

power that brings a voice into the television. ' b

Very few people today are able to.acquire the power of mind that -

the shaman attained. Very few are able to go out and obtain a vision

and a spiritual, powerful guardian and helpef. There used to be powex-

ful medicines to help achieve a vision, now these are largely lost. A

shaking tent is a very rare event today, though it still occurs in

some of the more traditional areas. However the neced for powerfﬁl

support from the spirits is still théré. There is still a neéd to .
learn of dangers, of curing techniques, of activities in distant
places} There is still a need to feel protected. Howéver'these’needs
afe now oriented toward the white wékld and the need ﬁéw is for a new
kind of shakiné ﬁent:that.is,relevént tofthe white man's world. Fox
some people af'Norway'House, television answers that need. It ‘is the
ne&, moxe relgvant shaking tént. But the perxception of television as
the new shaking tent doesimore than provide sﬁpport in the white world.
It also provides a linkup between the old and the new. It reduces the
COnfliéf. Television‘is no longer new and alien, it is the o0ld
returﬁed, although dressed in new garb to suit the changed timeé, There
are new powers in the shaking tent now .‘. . the white man's spirits.
Bgé thoﬁgh> these new spirits of the‘néw‘shaking tent have a different
form tham the originallones, fheir function and meaning remain the

same, They battle with each other, they attempt to serve and protect

~thelr clienps,'and.they bring news and ihfo:mation of distant places

and even of the future., Some prove themselves to be extremely powerful.
\ . .
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Thege are admired and looked up to as heroes and cVen.as potential
pefébnal helpers in the wﬁite world.' | |

Therxe is Cannon who has the pqweriof knowing goqdipeople from
bad people and who is Vny powerful in protectiﬁg his clients against
the bad.  There is Gilligan, the trickster of the white w&rld, Like
‘ ) "~ the Cree trickster wiisakafjik, Gilligan plafsvthe foél, éhangés chax-
acter, gets beét up and dominated and yet, somehow, is effective éhd

solves'peopie's'pxoblems. There are the people of Edge of Night who

may be the shamans of the white man's world. vThey demonéﬁrate-extreme
mind power in their scheming against'one ahother.. Anq there is Tarzan
n R who, with his great strength and animal helpers, is éble to aefgat all
. the bad powers that attempt to hurt his clients. And finally"’ichere are
the news programs in whiéh activities in diétant places are revealed
A ~ and forecasts pf.the future told.
The mést popular programs at ﬁorway House coxrespond to the
list of heroes and helpers outlined above; In order of their popularity
théy are Gilligan, Cannon, Tarzan, Edge of Night and news. Wﬁen we.
asked the Ndrway House boys why they liked Gilligan and Canhdn and
Taxzan they were xeticent t6 respond, but the~féw cogments th@t were
made were revealing. Fox the comments.supborted the “helpex":interest
ip these programs that a shaking tent‘intcrprétation of television would
. ' | b?ing tq pxbminance. One boy said siénificantly of Gilligan £h§t "he
does ahything you say." Another said of Cannon( "lle cauéht the Ead
man". Concerning Tarzan it was obsecrved ﬁhat "Tarzan helps pcople", .

’. . - *Saves people", "He's very strong".
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Xt is interesting to note that there are sex differences and

cultural differences in the popularity of programs. Gilligan, Cannon,

and Tarzan are the most popular only among Norway House boys, nct
among Winnipeg hboys nor améhg Norway House girls. This is as it

ought to be if there is a tendency for some of the Noxrway House boys

- to Jinterpret television as a gource of guardian help. For it would

only be at Norway House then that Gilligan, Cannon and Tarzan would
gain special significance and meaning from their powerful and helpful
image. -And then only among the Norway House bhoys, not the girls.

For the boys are the_ohes who traditionally were most concerned with
"dreaming", "helpexs" and “power".

Thus, whereas among Norway House boys mqyies,'cartoons,
situatién comedies and hockey were least popular while detectiées,
Gilligan and Tarzan wére the most popular, among Winnipeg boys it
was the reverse, The most popular proérams in our sample of 44
Winnipeg children were, in ordexr, cartoons, movies, Lost in Space,
hockey and situation comedies., Trailing behind were detectives,
Gilligan and Tarzan. And whereas among Norway House boys Gilligan,
Cannon and TarZan were the "big three", among Norway Houée girls it
was Sesame'Sfreet, Bugs Bugny, and the Bartriage Family.

Most children at Norway House have their own particular tele~
vision heroes with whom they identify. And, as in the past when the

vision seeker received. a name reflective of his vision source, the

 children are nicknamed according to their heroes and fight each othex

in the name of thedr hexoes. Also, as in the past when one did




- to. theix popularity.

nét reveal the details of a vision quest, they are reticent about
talking about their heroes and the programs they like.
Also in keeping with the shaking tent conception of television

as'a place where future dangers are foretold, scme old people point

out to the children that the city scenes they see on television are a

sign of the future. They Qarn that there will be tall buildings at
Norwa& House in the future and praved streets and sidewalks and there
vill ﬁe policemen who will arrest people who walk in the wrxong place
of,at the wfong time. Recently ﬁeieyision forewarned the.people
tﬁat there would be floods in the s;uth:ané they prepéred for it by .
putting up hay so their kin down south would have food for their .
horses.v

The one thing léﬁented abouﬁ television.is that it is not free
and has to be bought, "Thé white man took our minds and'sold it back

to us" one verbally gifted cree complained.

5.2, Television as an Escape

The children like excitement on television, They‘like adventuré,
fear, danger, aggression and 1aughter( These thing; call up their
interest and make them forget about the confusions of the real world.

Cannon and Tarzan and Gilligan contain these gqualities and this adds

" Parzan serves as a particularly successful escape not only
because he may be ldentified with as a helper and protector, but also

because the scenes are set in a familiaxr bush atmosphexe and because
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the“hero is super masculine and can satisfy the "macho" brévado
‘ intgrests'of the boys.

Gilligan's great popularity was also in part dﬁé tb the familiaf
setting (A bush atmosphere near a laﬁe), but it also had the addea .
advantage of reiying heavily on broad, slapstick action which didn't
‘require Any dekterity with.Ehglish to comprehend. But most of all its
popularity was due to the identification of Gilligan with Wisacatjik,-
the trickster of Cree folklore. Wisacatjik, in his bumbling, slapstick
way oﬁ getting things done, qave.children; énd adults as well, avbasis
' foi feeliﬁg less ashamed of their 0Q£ mistékes and prétfalis and gave
them courAge to take the tumbles required to build skills. Wisgcatjik
also fulfilled the standard comedic function of enabling people to feel .
good about seeing that éémeone is stupider, more unlucky and in a worse
éredicameht than they.

o Gilliéan, likéiwisacatjik, is a bumbler and>a fool, but also
like Wisacatjik, somehow ﬁis bumbling and his trickery get jobs done. -
He is the one who is the hero and saves the'peéple from danger. This
is a goqd escape device. The éommon man can identify with Giliigan.

He is;like anyone. And yet he is a hero. Thfough identifying with
Giliiéan the ordinary man himsélf becoﬁes.a'hero. and like Wisacatﬁik,
'Gilliganwcngagcs iﬁ many character changes, often involving a sex

change és‘wéll. >Scenes of Gilligan drcssed like a woman and acting
like a woman briﬁg.howls from the crece -~ p;ssibly because they are

used to a strong scgregation of sex role. .
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» 5.3, Television as a Protection of the Child from Harm

Parents are very concerned about their children bein§ out
unchaperoned at night experimenting with new ideas. Lackiné the
chii@'s respect and being insecure and jealous of each other and the
schbol over the child's loyalty, they cannot'keep hiﬁ at home out of

danger through reasoning nor do they wish to chance alienating the

child through strong discipline. They therefore have turned to tele-

vision as a magnet to. attract the child and kéep him home.

They feel that teievision has functioned fairly suécéssful
as a stéy at home attfaction. At certain times, especially when.
Gilligan, Cannon, Tarzan or a good movie is on, there are very few
children to be seen roaming about the com%unity.' Noxmally,‘on a nice
evening, there may be as ﬁaﬁy as 40 or 50_yoﬁng pre—teen children

playing around the school late into the night, - .

5.4. Tele#isioﬁ as a Communication Aid

In the past, commonly shared bush .experiences and folklore
served as meaningful analogies to fascilitate.communication. In'the
pfésent it is television which takes.Qver much of that function.

Children and adults continually refer to things they have scen on tele-

vision to explain themselves, The researcher was asking once about

traditional kinship terms and was told that the father's brother was
called nokombmees but that informally hé'was known as Wisacatjik.
When the researcher questioned further he was told "It's like the odd

Couple on Television". From that it was understood that the relationship

A
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. between ego and his father's brother  was one of teasing and joking.

>Nicknamin§ acqording to televisioﬁ heroes is another commuﬁica—
tion aid. The researcher is called "the professor" from a character on-"
Gilligan's Island and teachers are also given appropriate television
character names which reveal much about their behavior trait#.

In. addition, teleyision situations help explain the_heaning of
English words and thus help children use English more effectively.
Sesame Street is thought to be very helpful in this regard. .It provides
understandable pictures to fit‘words‘to.‘ Although the mesh between
pictures and words is pfobably at its highest in Sesame Street; it is
a general benefit that all pelevision.programs provide.

Teachers have found that teleVisiéﬁ references help them to
teach Eng;ish. One fifth grade teacher mentioned the p;ogram the
Collaborators and said that ‘he was éble to teaqh the meahiﬁg of the

word "éollaboyate" and‘also of the word "laboratory" by referring to

that program.

Before television the little dirt road running around Norway

House was called a highway. It still is, but having seen freeway chase

scenes on television, the people now have a better appreciation of the

word.

6. Some Conjecturc on the Impact of Teclevision on Personality

A'major'part of the impact of televi.sion upon the personality
of Norway lHouse children, it is belicvgd, will come about through the

culturally specific interpretation it has been given, HoWéver, it would




6.1, Postive BEffects

62

‘séem that there will also be effects from television which will occur

independent of the cultural interpretation it has been given. Both

types of impact are included in the conjecture that follows.

6.1.1. -possible iﬁfluence on alcoholism

Alcoholism, among the cree, is, in general, a vexry negative
institution. However there‘are some positive effects which include
reassurance, aggression release, escape from reaiity and excitement.
Weekend drunks have become'en institution at Norway House ahd'they
almost‘inevitably lead to verbal and physical aggressions. But
aggression Es later excused as being the elcohol talking and not
reelly the person himself. As one cree put it, holding ué a bottle

of Seagram's whiskey; "This.is excitement!" If alcoholism serves as

a means for releasing aggression, as an escape and as excitement, then

television may reduce the need for alcohol for it too releases

aggression, provides an escape from reality and provides excitement.

6.1.2, effects upon maturity

Traditionally the guafdian spirit and the other "powers"

provided the support individual's needed to enable them to go forth

self~reliantly'into an otherwise quite anxiety provoking world, If
television, in its identity with dreaming and the shaking tent, revives
this feeling of support from various powers, then it will increase

aspirations, and sclf-confidence. Interpreting the new in terms of
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the old promotes continuity, respect for tradition and less chaotic
culﬁgre change.

Another potential positive effect on maturity comes from the
nature of the behavior displayed by the characters on television. The
televisjion heroes are typica;ly western in their emphasié on private

property, and open, unhesitant social interaction beyond the primary

group. These values could help the Cree deal with the factors in

1

their new environment of needing to interact with many people beyond
the érimary group (not a traditional probiem) and needing to recognize

a vastly expanded network of kin (due to population growth). The

‘traditional value on reticence and communal sharing works against the

new interaction needs. Strangers can no longer be thought of as
enemies. One's comfortable survival may dépend upon fast reaction,
and unhesitant socializing with strangers «- particularly.poténtial
empioyers. The open manner of the television hero in his interaction
would be helpful here. Also, the expandedAnetwork of kin can no
longer be given’full access to one's property if one is to get enough
benefit out of the property to pay for the sacrifice that went into
acquiring it. An expansion of the concept of private property may be
demanded here and, again, the behavior of television heroes may
provide the model. If television providcsAmodels‘which méy provide a
basis far more sacrifice, hard work and effective social relations,

it certainly will promote maturity and reduce frustration and anxiety.
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6.1.3. effect on understanding white man's world

. - In general, television prepared the child for thihgsAto comé.
A group of keddettes from Norway House went to Winnipeg%for>tﬁeir-
filrst visit. They were not:surprised by the -tall buildings or the
_‘many tiered parking ramps or the hockey gaﬁe they went to see, fér
thei'had seen ail those things~on televisibn; But they were preplexed
by the restaurant. Not the structure of it, for that they had also
seen‘bn television, but by the menus and the undecipherable descriptions
of tﬁe dishes ~- "big maé", "club sandwich", Jceaser's salad",
“chicken stéak", etc. Many of them got 5ig surprises when their orders
arrived. However, they quickly learned that it was “9§:im99¥iﬁéiﬁ9g}gzw
. ; " asi: what'th.:Lngs on the ménu’mean and é.n-othe'r"hurdie- was crossed
S Television also helps the children~judge time and read‘clocks.
This is because the programs are listed according to cloek time and
are usﬁally a standard half-hour or hour in length. As they are watchiﬁg
the clock waiting for a favorite program to come on Ox checking the
listings to see when a.certain.program will be televised; the meaning.
- of white man's time is made moré clear. |
It is hoped thét television will provide a more accurate con-
ception of the white mén‘s role in the world. It seems that the biased
saﬁpling.;f white people experienced by the Norway House Cree leads
. them.to berceive of the whitevman‘in one of two ways, as Qither a hero
who providés for their needs, ér as é:villain‘who breaks pfomisés,
takes land, and jails or kills people. Whén a group of Norway House
l’ and Oxford Heocuse children were asked to pick out t);e heroes, villains

- and victins from a series of pictures of whites, blacks and indians,
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they saw the white man as most likely to be the hero or the villain
but.as least likely to be the victim. This extreme vieﬁiof tﬁe thte
‘man may be ameliorated by seeing him‘on'television in roles where he
is the victim of crime or p;anks or the butt of jokes and not solely
in the xole of hero or‘villain.' Admittedly the view of the white man
on télevision is still a distortion of feality, but it may be less of
a distortion than the narrow view they have previously had of white

men.

6.2. Negative Effects
.6.2.1. influence upon self—estéem
‘ . '_ . As a result of watching television, going to school, reading
books and seeing movies, the Norway.Housg-children slowly become aware
R of the fact that the largér ‘world considers them poor ana pitiable and
uneducated. '
It's a slow dawning, but by the time the child is in the 6th
grade and has a limited understanding éf written and spoken English,
ﬁis awareness of his poverty, his inadequacy in Englisﬁ and his general
status in the world is enough to fuei ah inward turning trend that lasts
' \
Vthrough the middle teenage years. The change in the personality of
school children between 6th and 7th gradcs'is dramatic. The sixth‘
. qrade«cﬁild is aspiring, lively and hopeful. The seventh grade child
on the oﬁher hand is introverted, turned off and uncomﬁunicétive.

Television represents an invasion of the white world and its

‘ . values into the pre-school child's mind. Before television, parents
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cou}d pretty well shield the child from negative self-images until
he entered school. But now, with televisién in the home, the child
is expéséd to negative evaluations of his condition very much earlier
than school .age.

It_is difficult to come to an overall conclusioﬁ on what
might‘bé'the effects of this; there would seem to be two sides. On
the one hand an'early awareness of the indian's status in the world
could reduce the numbing shock of later awareness and allow the child
to more quickly £hrow off the inward retreat of teenage years.
Presently at Norway House, the students begin to pull out of their
intfoversion around the 10th grade level;_ Will an earlier exposure
to reality fascilitate a more effective aefense? On the other hand,
an early exposure to negative self-images on telévision could drasticallQ.
weaken the léVéi of self-confidence and self-esteem genefated in the
normally shielded early years and thus reduce one of the few sources
oflstrenggh the child has. It could thus make him even léss effectual
and pexrsevering in his relationships with the world.

A study of responses to the TAT's show that the less acculturateé
Oxford House qhildren do not recognize any conditions of poverty present .
in their lives while'theiﬁorway'House children do. Responses were
scored for the frequency of occurrence of references to the standard
of living of the people in the-%axious scenes of cree life depicted in =
the TAT's. There were no references to standard of living at all at
Oxford Hbuqc,vwhile'there were 10 at Norway House and 31 at Winnipeg (P .02).

At Norway House,  the breakdown was 0 references to standard of living for
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3rd‘grades, 0 for 4th grade and 10 for 5th graders (distributed among
five 1l year olds and one 12 year old).

The corresponding frequency by grade level and subject tested

"in succeeding years should provide evidence as to what effect television

has on self~esteem.

-6.2.2. influence on ability to evaluate and judge information

Television may reduce the ability of people to critically
evaluate information and be active rather fhan passive recipients of
information. Traditionally information was received through gossip
and social interaction, Faculties of critic;l evaluation énd active
participation in the giving and receiving of information were developed.
Téday, with information being received through television, there is
éa.absence of social~3ntefaé£ion at the time of receiving information.
Thus critical faculties of evaluating information may not develop as
well, producihg a-more sﬁéceptible, less internally secure personality.

The show Gilliéan's Island is a particularly good example.

Gllligan, as we have said, is identified with Wisacatjik, the trickster.

The function of trickster tales in their original context was several-

.fold, and we have already listed some of the functions. But those we

listed are on a rather surface level of analysis, a deeper meaning, -
it has been suggested (Storm), is to reveal an. important lesson about

mankind -- that man is basically blind and irrational and will not do

‘what is good for himself except through sheer trickery. Thus a trickster

is the only one that can get people to do what is right. Traditionally




With this new seating arrangement and with television requiring nore

.6.2.3. effect on sex and violence

children asked their parents questions about the tales and learned

"about the deeper meanings. Television, however, cannot be questioned,

nox does it volunteer inférmation ébouﬁ the mysteries of life.

Children ﬁoday thus fail to profit fully from the stories they_are told.
| Another way that television weakens self reliance‘éhd spurs a
more passive interaction with the:world»is.through its restxuqturinq of

social relations in the home. Formerly chairs and couches Qere
arrangéd in a circle and people faced each other and.talked. With
thé arrival of télevision the seating has been arranged as an amphi-

theater with everyone facing the same direction toward the television.

of the senses than radio, social intexraction is reduced and; con- , .. B
sequently, social skills. o

Another reduction of social interaction caused by television
is the decline of the movie as a sociél occasion. Before television
children and adults numbering in the fourties and fifties wéﬁt four or
five times a week to see movieé; With television these people are now
staying home in small kinship groups and, thus, an important occésion

for social and communal activity has been undermined.

The Cree people are critical of sex and violence on television.
They blame television for a too early awareness of sex on the part of

the child and a too early experimentation with it. They also blame




television for dangerous children's games includiné kung~fu fightinq
and éword fighting and for the occasional diSéovery of children tied

up to trees and abandoned.

6.2.4.  effect on altértness at séhobl

.Teachers have complained that teleQision‘cauSéS childxen to
stay up iate at night (many parents,; following thé traditional nénQ
interfering pattexrn, dé not set bed times or‘telgvision watching
.rgstfictions) and causes them to show up at séhool tired and listless.
6.2.5. effec£ on éCculturation conflict

The modern values and behavior patterns seen on Felevisioﬁ may
ihcrease the conflicts of acculturation. For éxamplé, ﬁﬁe effectiveness
of the social control mechanism of‘attributing.illness t§ bad béhavior
and the retribution‘of other persons may be réduéed by.wesﬁern éxﬁlana~~
tions Qf illness.  Concepts oftprivate prdpérty énd reduged communal
emphases may place an extra*burden‘upon £he ﬁnlucky, the aged and the
infirm. And intexfering modes of interaction may reduce the essential
‘fxeedom of people. And all of these thinds will increase generation
conflict, |

ﬁut maybe in the long run these new vélues will serve the Cree
in éheif new world., Hopefully television‘will provide insights into
white behavior.which,will'cnable the Cree to fight moreseffgétiﬁely for
“thelr rights and .to more effectively carQe theif own pathway - to Fhe

future.
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7. Inplications and Prospectives

We have seen how the culture and personality of the Cree have.
caused them to perceive television as a very different "thing" than

that which Westerners conceive it to be. And we have seen that this

perception plays an important role in detefmining the impact of tele-

vlsion at Norway House.

This f£inding underscores the necessity of studying the impact
of teievisioh from the perspective of the viewer. This is known, in
Anthropology, as the "emic" a?proach. Many studies have failed to do
this and have interpreted "effects" as béing due to Western conceptions
of the content and nature of televisioﬁ. This is known in Anthropdlogy
as the "etib" approach.

Our study cautions that "etic" findings may be culture bound
and may be inaééiicable-to new situations and peoples. |

| As we proceed into the post television period of retesting .
subjects and continuing with our participant observation work, we shall
be cognizant of the problem of the extent to which the effects of tele-
vision at Norway House are due -to etiq or emic factors. | A-

| We feel that'progreSSAin the study of the impact. of new
communication systems will proceed‘éé the role of these two factors in

the process is clarified.
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9.1 Appendix 1 . .

Pefinitions and Scoring of Variables

A.  Modernization Variables

1.

2.
,f‘l'

3.

4,

Need - Achievement

Need-achievement is scored whenever subject tells a story
in which someone seeks to excell and stand out as better.
than others. |

Causality - Non-Causality

Causality is indicated by the tendency to tell stories in
which characters try to overcome barriers in reéching goals
and in which explanations are given for why things happen.
.It is the description qf the settings and backgrounds for
events. |

Non-causality i8& indicated by the tendency to tell stories
in which no explanations are given fof demands or for what
h?ppens. It is the refusal to speculate and it is the des-
cription of events without plot, beginnings or endings.
Abstract Ability

Abstract ability is the'éttribution of imagined conjectural
behavior to charactérs’in étories. It is a willingness to
speculate beyond concrete cues and readily apparent situations.
Rigid Time Consciousness

Rigid time consciousness is a concern with concrete and
- precise time. It is indicated by ﬁhc ability to accuratcly

judge the passage of time without mechanical help;
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5. Self-Motivation and Independence-Dependence

a.

independence - independence is the tendency to try
something unaided. -
dependence ~ dependence is the tendency to seek help

in solving problems. Depehdence is scored when a.

.character in a story seeks help or sympathy or when he

3s disturbed over the loss of love or support. Dependence
ds also scored when characters are given help or a gift,

self-motivation - self-motivation is scored whenever a

‘ subject describes behavior which is freely self-willed

~and which need not appear except as motivated by personal

unforced wishes. Self-motivated behavior is behavior the
absence of which does not bring strong negative external
punishment.. Self-motivation is scored when desires are

attributed to characters and when those desires persist

. against blocks.:

Outside motivation is scored whenever a subject describes
behavior which is compelled by outside pressures. It is
scored when behavior is described which ceases as blocks

to it arise.

6. Optimism -~ Pessimism

a.

b,

optimism - optimism is scored when subject gives stories

a happy ending,
pessimism - pessimism is scored when subject fantasies

bad endings to stories or events,




b. closed

"B, Conflict Variables

1., Anxiety

Anxiety is
in stories
2, Repression

Repression

. - . ‘ self wants.

7. Open Emotions - Closed Emotions
- , a. open emotions - open emotions is scored when subjects

draw large detailed, open stanced people.

emotions - closed emotions is scored when subjects

draw small, undetailed, evassively stanced people.

scored whenever subjects impute fear to characters

or when subjects describe fear provoking events.

of 1Id

of id is controlled aggression and controlled

a. aggression - aggressicn is scored for death concepts,

physical assault or verbal insult or threat.‘Aggression

iz scored as "controlled" when subject describes

" aggression toward noh-human objects or when he does not.

elect to impute aggression to characters when such a

fantasy is possible.

b, controlled self-wants - self-wants are controlled when

. - ' subject elects to delay gratification for seven days in-

oxder to obtain two candy bars instead of one.

3. Self-gsteem, Acceptance and Confidence

High self-acceptance and confidence is drawing large[

. detailed, open stanced men. It is the absencé of references




to the standard of living of the Indian characters in

photos.

Tow self-esteem is drawing small, undetailed, closed-

stanced people, and reference to the poorness and low
standards of living of Indians in'photographé.

”
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9.2 Appendix 2

DRAW-A-MAN ANALYSIS
OF HORWAY HOUSE, OXFORD HOUSE

AND WINNIPEG CHILDREN

By:

Linda Thorlakson &

Gary Granzberg
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1. Introduction

‘Althéugh the Rorschach and_Thematic—Apperception;Tesﬁ are'the
best known and most fregquently used préjectibn techniques in cross- ‘
cultural research, the draw-a—man_offers some promising advantages for
cfoss~cultural researéh. It minimizes the problem of verbal commun i-
cafion and translation; It is easy»tb administer in the field,
requiring little time and equipment. And it is particuiarly useful

with‘éhildren, shy subjects, or any who find it difficult to communicate

verbaliy. With these advantages, and‘with-the knowledge,thatithe draw-

a-man had been used to interpret several personality traits which were
of interest to the authors, drawings were collected from the group of
Cree and Euro-Canadian children who were under observation in our .

study of the impact of television on the Cree.

2.1.; Subjects . -

Data was collected frpm 145 children - 45 Cree children in
Oxford House, 53 Cree children in Norway House, and 47 Euro-Canadian
childien from a Winnipeg school. Tﬁé children were in grades 3, 4
and 5 and ranged in age from 9 to 12.~.Division between males and

fémales was approximately equal.

2.2, Procedure
.While in class, the subjects as a group werc asked to draw
themselves, to draw a man, and to draw a church. They were given paper

and used penclls oxr crayons as available.  These drawings were then
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scored blindly and analysed. The analyses of the draw-a~man will be

deséribed.here.

2.3. Scoring

The draw-a-man research (Buck, Machoﬁer, Bodwin) was stqdied
and an eclectic scoring scheme waé drawn up; Three scales wexe
dexived: 1) opén vs closed self-concept; 2) intelligence; qnd'B) acﬁive,

and assured vs. passive and low self-confidence. -

2.3.1. open vs. closed self-concept:

Thefe wexre 32 variables which weré scored for self*céncept.
Each variabie received a scorxe of 1, 2 or:3. A "1" indicates an open
selfﬁconcepﬁ meaning agtive, assured, outgoing, self—reliéﬁt, self-
cpnfident; social communicab;;ity,.feelings of control oi powver.
A w2" is 'in between'. A "3" denotes a closed self-concept, meaning
passive, withdrawn, submissive, dependent, retained, insecure, socially
evasive. The scbring system for open vs. closed self-concept is

presented in Table 1.

Table 1
Draw-A-Man Variables for Scbring Self~Concept

Yerspective: i (1) forward stance .
B ~ (2) body profile, face forward
(2) face profile, body forward
(3) full profile :
Stance: : (1) legs apart
‘ © (2) leys together orxr parallel
(3) body in profile
(2) legs not visible
(2) legs missing




- Action or Movement:

Size of figure:

Placement on Page:

Space usage:

Head:

Facial Expression:

Mouth:

‘Number of details in mouth:

nyes:

82

(1)
(2)
(1)
(1)
(2)

(3)
(3)

(2)

“(2)

(2)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(3)
(1)
(3)

- (1)

(3)

(1)
(2)
(3)

(1)
(3)
(2)
(1)
(3)

- (2)
- (2)

(1)
(2)
(3)

(3)

(1)
(2)
(2)
(2)
(3)

(1)

(2)

(3)

- (3)

figure indicates movement

figure is static

8% and over
6-8*"
4._6"
2~-4"
0-2"

top left

top centre
top right
middle left
niddle centre
middle right
bottom left
bottom centre
bottom right

all overxr
isolated areas

large
medium
small

happy
sad

bland
angry

‘worried

unable to tell
surprise

large
medium
small
mi.ssing

four
three
two
one
none

large

‘medium

small
nissing




Number of details in eyes:

Bars:

Arms (size):

Arms (direction):

Hands (size):

Hands:

Legs:
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(1)
(2)
(2)

(2)

(3)

(1)
(2)
(3)

. (2)

(2)

(1)
(2)
(3)
(2)
(2)

(1)
(2)
(3)
2)

(1)
(2)
(3)
(3)
(2)
(3)

(1)
(2)
(3)
(2)
(2)

¢D)]
(1)
(2)
(3)
(2)
(3)

(1)
(2)
(3)
(2)
(3)

five
four

three

two
one

laxge
medium
small

not visible
missing

much
average
little

not visible
missing

long
nedium
short
n/a

away from body

down at side

behind back

pressed close to side
not visible

missing

laxge
medium
small

not visible
nmissing

visible - doing

visible - holding
visible - static

behind back oxr in pocket
not visible '
missing

long
medium
short

not .visible
missing




Feet::

Background:

]
Clothing (numbexr of pieces):
Accessories:
Line pressure:

Line solidity:

B ) Ny

Erasures:

Reinforcements:

Transparency:

"Degree of completion or detail:

Syﬁmetry:,

Primitivehess:
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(1)

- (2)

(3)

(2).

(3)
(1)

- (1)

(2)

3

(1)
(2)
(3)

(1)
(2)
(3)
(1)

(1)
(3)

(1)
(3)

3)

(1)
(2)
(3)

(1)
(2)
(3)

@)

(2)
(3)

(1)
(2)
(3)

(1)
(2)
(3)

(1)

(2)
(3)

large

med ium
small

not visible
missing

none
little
average
much

0-3
4-17.
over seven

none -
1-2 _
moxg_than-z

heavy
firm
light~

-solid

broken or fragmented »
sketchy

none
single
multiple

none
single

multiple

ndne
part
whole

very
average
little

yes
no
unable to tell

no
some
yes
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-Clothing (number of pieces):

85

Fo#m (preference): (1) stfaiéht, angulax
- {2) curved, circular
2;3.2. intelligence .
Seven variables measured the amount oﬁ detail in the drawings.
The amount of detail indicétes the_le?el\of intellectual maturiﬁy
(high detail = high'intelligencé).l Table 2 pfesents the-écoring

system for intelligence.

Table 2
Draw-a-Man Variables for Scoring Iﬁtelligence'
Number of details in mouth: Zero
one .
two
three
four

WO

one -
two
three
four
five

Number of details in eye:

(S, 90NN 7L S o

rars: present

absent

S

none :

little - horizon line or tree
average - couple of details ‘
much - 3 or 4 or more details -

Background:

D W

0-3
4-7
more than 7

W N -

Accessories: ~ 0 zexo -
’ 1 one
2 two

Degree of completion or detail: 1 little
: ‘ : average
very

w N
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2.3.3. active and assured vs. passive and low confidence

Nine variables were selected which measured confidence and

passivity. They are listed in Table 3 - the higher the score the more

passivity and lack of confidence.

Table 3

Draw-a-Man Variables for Scoring Active and Assured

vs., Passive and Low-Confidence

Form (preference);
Action or movement:
Size of figure:

Placement on page:

Arms (direction:

Action of hands:

Background:

h
2

dwN - N

OV D W N OVt S WD NN

S W

straight, angular
curved, circular

movement
static .

more than 8%
6"8 " :

4-6"

2_4“

O-2"

top centre . :

middle left, centre and right
bottom centre

top left and right

bottom left and right

awvay from body

down at side

behind back

pressed close to side
not visible

missing

visible - doing

visible -~ holding
visible - static

behind back or in pocket
not visible

missing

none
little
average
little
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heavy
firm .
light

Line pressure:

W N

Brasures: none
single

wultiple

W N

3. Results
‘-—-<—-——~
3.1. Open vs. Closed Self-Concept
The number of subjects who indicated a "1" response was totalled
for each of the 32 variables. Simiiarly, for a "2", and a "3" response.
The results were as follows:

Oxford House ~ Norway House Winnipeg

1 631 o648 693
2 531 647 560

3 ' 278 401 250

YN N s

A complex chi square test shows that these differences are significant
at better than .00l probability. |

6n thé average, if one subject was taken from each culture;
the number of min, "2", and "“3" responses he would have woulé be the
following: .

Oxforad House Noxrway House  Winnipeg

1 14,0 12.2 14.7
2 1.8 12.2 10.9

3 6.2 7.6 5.3
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3.2. Intelligence

Each subject was given a score on the basis of the 7 variables

described in Table 2. A higher score indicates a highexr level of intel-

lectual maturity. Mean scoxes were calculated for males and females in

‘each culture.

» Oxford House .Norway House  Winnipeg
M 7.91 8.12 . 8.16
r . 9.62 7.38 10.5

. An extension of the median test was performed on the following

data, using M and F combined: ("A" indicates the numbex who scored

abové the median, and “Bﬁ indicates the ngmber who scored below the.
median.) |
| Oxford House -~ Norway House Winnipeg
A . o=: 15 11. 21
B o 03 32 16
it Qas“found'to be significant between the .05 and .02 level of
probabiiity. ”

' Intelligence scores were re~calculated and tested after the
elimination of.one variable (the amount of.detail in the background)“
because the test aftex which this scale Qas modelledvdid not include
tﬁis var;able.. The results werevvery similar:

Oxford House Norway House vWinnibeg
A 22 . ‘. 14 : ' 22

B ' 22 33 15

The extension of the median test showed these”diffcrenccs to be slightly

‘more significant (between .02 and .0l probability).




ecach culture.

- 3.3. Active and Assured vs. Passive and Low Confidence

Bach subiject was given a score 6n the basis of the 9 variables
cutlined in Table 3. A higher score indicates greater bassiVity and
non-confidence. Mean scores were calculated for males and fémaies in

Oxford House Norway House -Winhipeg
M 18.82 o 18.58 _ 16.94°
F 18.42 17.57 18.72

An extension of the median tést wés performed on the following
data, using M and F COﬁbined: ("A" is the number who scored above the
median and "B" is the number who scored below.)

o Oxford House Norway-House Winnipeg
A . 19 24 . '13

B 25 | 23 24
it_was‘féund to be significant between £hé .20 aﬁd .10 level of
probability.

It was thought profitable to regroup the vafiables'domposing
this measure. Background, line pressure and erasures served. to indicate
confidence vs. non-confidence (where a high score equals low confideﬁce);

the other variables formed the active vs. passive scale (high score =

~

high passivity.

Active vs. Passive: .Subjects were divided by grade and rated

on this scale. The mean scores are as follows:




Oxfoxd House Norway House - Winnipeg

3 e~ 11..87 -

4 12.36 12.85 12.36
5 12.25 11.56 " 11.68

Using all grades and all sexes combined, an extension of the

median test was performedéon.the~following: (vhere "A" is the number

above and "B" is the number below the median).
Oxford House Norway House Winnipeg
A | I 1n 11
B 25 36 26
It was found tb be significant between the .20 and .10 levels of pro-
bability. - S : | : S A ‘
Confidence vs. Non-confidence: Each subject was éivén a score
on this scale and an extension of the median test was performed on the
following: |
Oxford House Norway House Winnipeg
A 7 . 26 10
B 27 . ) 21 27
It was found to be significant between the .05 and .02 levels of pPro-—
bability. | |

.

4, Discussion

"From the above data, the Winnipeg sample has the most open
self concept (the highest percentage of "1" responses and the fewest
"3" responses). Norway House has the most closed self concept (the

lowest percentage of "1" responses and the most "3" responses).,
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Oxford House is in between.

More subjects in the Winnipeg sample ‘scored above the. medianssi.

on inteiligencc than below; in Oxford House tﬁe»split was about equal;
while in Norway House, more than twice as many scored beiow the median
than above. This suggests that, fof this éarticular meaéure, Winnipeg
is the most intelligent, followed by Oxford House, and then Norway

House. However the influence of culture upon self-concept would cause

.us to>Question the validity of this finding.

In Winnipeg, nearly twice as many scored below the median on
the active and assured vs. passive ana low-confidence scale, indicating
they tended toward the active and éssured énd‘of the scale. The same
trend waé sﬁown in Oxford House, although there is not such a marked
dichotomy. Eut in Norway House, the split is almost half and half. So
to rate the three cultures{ Winnipeg is the most active and assured,
followed by Oxford House, and then Nofway House.

‘ But looking at the active vs. passive dimensicn alone, the
xresult is different. Slightly more than twice as many scored toward
theactive side in W%nnipcg; a few more scored toward the active side

in Oxford House than to the passive; but in Norway House, more than

three times as many scored toward the active end than the passive end.

The fact ‘that the Norway House group is the most aggressive of the

three may account for part of this-difference.
Looking at the confidence dimcension alone, necarly twice as

many in Winnipeg showed confident responses as showed non-confident
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ones; in Oxford louse, more showed confidgnt responsés thap non-
confident ones; and in Norway House, more subjects showed non-
confiaent resbonses than confident ones. This also agrees with the
field workers' observations that the Norway House group is the least

confident of the three.

e At .
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PART IXI

TELEVISION AT THE JACKHEAD (SAULTEAUX) RESERVE - 1974-75
(WITIl AN ADDENDUM ON THE FISHER RIVER CREE)

by

Jack Steinbring

During the period following our preliminary report, a thorough
survey of television preferences together with some social, dembgraphic_
aﬁd economic information on families was conducted at Jackhead. This
involved both directive techniques (in the form of a questionaire) and
non~directive.techniques (in the form of openuénded interviéﬁ elements) .
The survey wofk was conducted in the Séulteaux 1;nguage by the wife of
the band manager. This woman was born on the Jackhead Reserve and had
achieved Grade 10. She had previous questionalre-based interviewing
experience,-aéd was closely supervised by the‘fiéld inveétigator during
the 8-week period of data collection. A_substantial amount of basic
interviewing was conducted by the f£ield investigator. This was designed
to develop cultural background data, and to secure depth for communica-
tions analysis. | | |

Of the 30 families at Jackhead, 27 voluntarily responded to the
bénd~approvcd intervicws. Two refusea to participaté,vand one could not

be reached. The two that refused did not own television sets. One old

‘woman who did participate in the interviews also did not have a television,

She had both sight and hecaring deficicncies, and explained that she could

not understand much English. anyway:

94




Typical Saulteaux reticence is‘evident in all the interview
material. Responses, even to open, motivatiqnal inquiries, were tense
and guarded. A virtually identical program of interviewing was conducted
at the neighboring Cree community of Fisher River (Koostatak) during the
same period. There is a very substantially greater responsiveness
indicated in that recovery. Ong immediately evident way in which this
is éxpressed is through the numeration of favored programminé. Jackhead
prefereﬁces average between 3 and 4, while Koostatak's commonly range
between 7 and 10;

The Jackhead families show a Aegree'of alignment between "tradi-

tional" orientation and certain forms of program preference, as well as

in total television-related behaviors. As had been predicted in the

preliminary report, the more conservative families in the community
tended to exhibit a strong preference for the "“scap opera" category,

principally Edge of Night. The expectation that Family Court would also

e a heavy favorite for this community division was, however, not sus-
tained. While popular, it.was spread across community "lines", and
did not ¥ank nearly as high as the non-directive interviews of 1973-74
had suggested it would. It is not known if ;bis constitutes a change
over the year, or if, in fact, the interviewing on this had earlier

involved non-representational units. Family Court is known to be

distinctly unpopular among conservative Saulteaux families in the castexrn

Lake Winnipeg arca.

Edge of Night remains unique in the power it has over behavioral

adjustment. Adult males, working on road brushing crews, were quitting
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theii jobsv early enough in the summer afternoons of 1974 to travel

back to the. reserve (up to 25 miles) in order to see it. These were
mature, responsible family heads .in no way.given to excessive behaviéré.
One 66 year old woman (Pcntocostal-traditional) proudly remarked that
she had only missed the program once (during é'power failure) since
getting a set (about three years béfore). No important advances h#ve:
been méde on the explanation for this phenomenon. The attraction still
appears to be framed within a deep—seated combination of qultural and
psychological faétors not readily described in‘ordinéry terms.. There
{s, in fact, an added potential complication.from thé 74—75-daté, Aﬁ
informant, seriously reflecting.on its possible meaning, sugéeéted that
the program is a "kind of puzzle". Takenxﬁoqether with the correspondénce
betwaeh the complex pattern of familial and extra—féﬁilial relationships
of actors, andithat qﬁ thg‘ipdigenous Ojibwa:kin structure, cognitiVe
satisfaction in ;he excitement of prediction is a definite possibiliﬁy.
The role of géssip mentioned in the pxeliminary report fofms a very
basic factor in such a hypothesis, since gossip acts as a kind of
catalytic force in the fusion of kin-non-kin elements of the social
world with the unique Ojibwa intellectuality. It is something to be

both endured and manipulated by all, and its primary reduirement (in

'the>success of either) is pervasive knowledge of stance and relationship

in the total community. -In a non-literate culture, particularly one in
which kin structure is evolved to a high level of complexityﬁ(as the
Ojibwas' is), this experience offers one of the various significant

counterparts ‘to the "advanced" reasonings of Western man. This would
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help explain another response that Edge gg_Night is "a maze", Davidson's

. £inding in the preliminary report that the background music of this pro-

gram offers a perfect correspondence with that used to describe traditional
Ojibwa visionary experiences appear greatly strengthened by recent psy-

chiatric research in British Columbia. In this work (Jilek & Todd 1974)

EEG's administered to Native mental patients_listening to shamanistic

drumming reéord ranges_significant to those regarded as haviﬁg therapeutic
value. Ftoﬁ this, it can be advanced that satisfactions may;accfue from
the dramatically ordered music which aligns with the mobile dimension of
the aﬁtracti?ely complex plot structure. |

With the exception of Edge of Night, action programs dominate the

television preferences of most families. Canon ranks_next.to Edge of
giﬂﬂi' énd most éxplaid its popularity by the fighting in it. Each
Qgisode involves at.;?ast.ope hand-to-hand battle with the hero.

ﬁawaii 5-0 has a very similarkcombination of action elements, but rates
much -lower than Canon. Thié is easily explaiﬂed by the fact that

—

Hawvaii 5-0 is scheduled very late at night while Canon is on at "prime
time"., Tarzan is a big favorite in this category too, but its scheduling
on Saturday morning conflicts for many with trips to purchase supplies.

Nearly all direct sports telecasts are highly popular, even swimming

‘events. An exception is golf, for which no interest was expressed.

Finally, cartoons attract both young and oldﬂ and the news is listed by

many. The latter remains confusing since many do not understand what

they are hearing, and, in some cases, seeing (as in news reports on téch-

nical cquipmcnt like computers). In talking about the newscasts with one
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'informént, it was explained tha£ this "shows you what is happening all
~ovei“. Further discussion brought out that the "news" functilons some-
what as travelling did in the traditional culture. It is quite conc;iv-
able, from indigenous concepts of time and space (Hallowell 1955), that
travelling served both functional—adaptive:ends related to economy, and
. ends which could be classed as entertainment. Traveliing offered new
and exciting vistas constantly, and the enormous distances commonly
negotiatéd by aboriginal Ojibwa cannot be explained by economi.c factors
alone. Thus,‘as Granzbefg has shown a possible connection between
conjuring shamanism and television among the Cree, it seems:plahsible
that television programs like the "news"'reléte to a traditidﬁal léve
' - for travel :atmong t_:he Ojibwa. Even tbe practical elements of imagery
miéht be analyzed for their cognitiﬁe potentials. Just as one passed
"*"’ﬁﬁyt along the rivers in aﬂcanoé.with the scenes moving past the viewer,
the television watcher rémains statioﬁary as .the scenes pass him.
Television offers an infinitely variable impingement of ne@ experiences.
Thus, this concept may offer both practicai and abstract applications.
‘Resistance to television at Jackhead is very low. Only three
families do not own televisions, all of them Pentacostal church menbers
who believe that television viélates their code. All the other families
have owned a set for at least two years, and some for as long as 5 years -
. ) mutually coincident with the provision of electricity. Three families
have color sets at this time. Only onc of these could be classcd as

_"affluent,"'the others getting their scts by skillful management,
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Given.opportunities to reflect on the advantages and disadvantages
of tclevision, the Jackhead people reach a generally positive. concensus.
Television provides good, cheap entgrtainment at home, without travelling
in enormously expensive cars. Parents frequently point éut that their

children are "learning better" because of television. In the latter

case, Sesame Street is commonly cited as helping children leaxn their

nunbers quickly, well before going to school. Adults too, learn refine-
ments in English because they hear its use in many situations.

Despite the generally positive concensus, there are ceftain
things which all users'criticize. Foremost among these remains thé
belief that violent behavior has been aroused by it among their foxmerly
pasgive children. Only the application of empirical tests comparable
to those being administered in the other three research units can serve
to develop a clear understanding of this. Another major criticism is
égé exclusive use of Englisﬁiin programming, Many would like a regionally
focused program in Saulteaux or Cree (which most understand reasonably
well). More ;hannels are de;ixed too, since CBC (the government owned

network) is the only one available for virtually all of the Canadian noxrth.

Almost equal to these criticisms is the view that there are too many

~commercials. Many advertisements axre thbughﬁ.to be fundamentally

Aaoffensive, especially those which are sexually oriented. Contrary to

stereotypes, both Saulteaux and Cxee fotallx refrain from non--verbal

sexuality in communicative behaviors. It seems curious that this obvious

ethnologic fact appcars nevexr to have been referred to by analysts in

the past.
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.An interesting example of the connection between adult learning
fréﬁA;elevision and commercials was‘bréught out by the chief. Hé opénly
discussed the educative vaiue.of télevision to himself (he has.Grade 4).
He observed, however, that "just when you start to understand SOﬁéﬁhiné,
a éommercial comes along". In this he was referring to both understand-
ihé,parﬁicular:English usages, gnd.some aspect of urban culture. He
went on to say that he often got frustrated at times like this and
wau}é turn the set off. | |

While soﬁe families impose restrictions on child viewiné, most
do not. This conforms directly wiﬁh the'permisSive*indﬁlgent child-
rearing practises of the Saultééux. It is éﬁ interest to obéerve,

however, that the dilemma described in the preliminary report may now

‘be seen in slightly greater depth. The more traditional families are

the ones to have insgitutgdwcontrols, prObably-because'their stronger
identities engbled them to more readily perceive the effects of this
new stimulus. Being also conservatively wary, they were proceeding
upon a more ﬁentative, experimental plane with the new phenoménon.
The non-traditional, whose identity pafameters were already confused,

retained the permissive stance and could_effectively argue its retention

on "traditional" grounds. One may note further, that there are very few

" criticisms about the effect of television violence upon children by the

latter group. Empirical testing may offer some clarification on the
actual effect of these two divergent approaches.
Granzberg has cited the literature on television violence and’

its effect upon children. It remains here to describe the historical
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and social factors which relate to violence among the Saulteaux at
Jackhead. Hallowell (1955) has indicated, from long term residential
research among the Berens River Saulteaux (to Whom.tﬁe Jackhead' 
families are directly related), that the Ojibwa personality is one
of inordinate pa;sivity. The -traditional means for expressing
.psychologicalMaggnessign yere largély confined to sorcery and gossip.
As Cﬁristian missionizing and other Western influences caused shamanism
to diminish, gossip came to take on a more and more important role.
To some extent, alcohol may have come to serve nearly equally.‘léossip
is a form of social manipulation, however, énd dqes not involve raw
aggression. For that matter,.neither did-sorcery. Alcohol does
involve raw aggression, and a very substaﬁ£ial record of éuch behavior
can be optained at Jackhead. Some yiolenqe too, is ﬁaliciéus, object-
directed, and;ggg_alqpholcrgiated. ‘The latter would appéaf to be
.associated with younger people, but there are incidents which, as will
be seen below, are attributed to adults. (Some of these ﬁay be
alcohol-related). The following discussion derives entirely frbm_l974~
75 field notes not available at the time df the éreliminary report.

In December of 1975, the forestry cabin north of Dallas (37
miles south of 3ackhead) was burned to the ground. Several informants o
Aindicate that this was a case of arson (nobody was living in it, apd
tﬁcrc were 3 feet of snow all around it).‘ Rumors attribute thislaét to
a particular family which.sccﬁs to have a reputation for violent acts.
The elderly parents have, at times, covered for the sons, but both have

expressed deep depression over their lack of contrél. The family is very




LRI Al omarms

102
active in the Pentacostal church and'clearly of traditional persuasion.
Thé arson could be viewed as anti-White then, if it were not for the
fact that the same "boys" are alleéed to have fired a .303-through
the Péntacostal church on New Year's Eve 1974. This incident took
place when the lights were on, but no éne was in the church. An
informant remarked that he would nbrmally have been seated in the
direct path of thé bullets.

'éll_of the windows of the Angli&an church were broken in the
spriﬁg of 1974. The pﬁmp'hoses for the fishing station were severed
with a knife. The fishing association involveé all three church groups
and‘was tﬁe main éource of earned money ingome for many large families

during 1974. The pumps are essential for maintaining legal standards,

"and fish cannot be processed efficiently without them. Several cars

qgich were mechanica%;y functional were wrecked by rocks during the
summer of 1974. The windows and headlights were smashed and hoods

bent, as well as some dismantling. Children (9-10 year range) were

-seen doing this in one case,'but another seems confidently attributed

to the same family assqciated with the shooting and arson incidents.
In this case, a possible RCMP informant (who .witness the shocting

incident) had hidden his car in fear of retaliation. It was found and

‘wrecked.

buring a drunken brawl, one man shot another in the arm. The

victim was hospiﬁalized for several weeks during the summer of 1974.

Recently a man at the Peguis Reserve was acquited of charges laid in

connection with his shooting a Jackhecad man who broke his front door in
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:pxofitAble vocation for moderate or non-drinkers. A chaffeurs licence

“hire a driver who can "switch" in case the RCMP show up. Recently one
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at 4:00 A.M. The Jackhead man was reported to have been érinking

hea;ily. Over £he same period, several shooting incidents (ag least
one fatal) occurred at Berens River améng families relaﬁed fo ﬁhosé“
at Jackhead. Shortly before this interim report, a Jackhead man was

v

muxdered in front of the beer hall at Hodgson (55 miles south of

.Jackhead). Two men beat him to death with a car jack as he emerged

with some beexr. This happened in full view of his wife who was
waiting in the car a few feet away. There had been an argument in
the beer hall eaflier. On thé same weeksnd, a car travelling at a
fast rate completely sévered a gas pump just across the street. The
speeding car was driven by perséns from-thé Peguls Reserve who had
been drinking. |

TMiddle—Aged and elderly people at Jackhead have expressed

great fear that the irresponsible use of cars on their main road will

soon lead to deaths. Youths and young adults travel at great speed

down this loose gravel road. They are often drinking at the time.

The RCMP,. when possible, arrest such persons and take away the licenses.

Impaired drivers are listed in'the newspapers. Addresses are given,. . . .= ... &
. - . . : - N ‘

s0 lists can be checked for reserve residents. Many Jackhead drivers

have lost their licences, at least temborarily. This has led to a

permits one to drive another's car. The "fees" for this have come to

be quite high. It is now common practice for a "delicensed" person to

of these unlicensed drivers was relieved of a loaded*® gun he had in the

*Since moose and other game may be spotted on the roads, guns carried
in cars are always loaded.
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car sincg the Y“chaffeur" and other passéngers felt thét‘he might shoot
someone. |

o Puring the period here éonéidered, oﬁe.fo£ced entry-to the ﬁénd
storé took place. The giass‘and latch of the main do&rvwere broken and

a large amount of tobacco and sweets taken. The culprits were found;

all males under age 10. ©ne informant later remonstrated'with the lads

saying that they had been "stupid" to take ohly.tobacco and sweets, and
furthér, to have tried to hide the.thingé tdgether. In other words, no
actual quilt for the offense itself was proclaimed. The same informant,
on another occasion, openly described (as a "geod deél") his purchase
of a probably stolen gun in new condition.

- Two brutal beatings of older men gy several younger men‘are

known to have occurred during the 1974-~75 note period. One was the

Chief, the other an glderly“councillor.. Comnmunity faétionaliSm, apparently

apaft'from the‘Church, was the oniy ekplanation, ‘The in;idents were
coﬁert. Measures were taken to pfevent further occurrences, the Chief,
fqr"example, travelled with a brother to events at which the same
Eroﬁble might develop. Drinking was not involved in the case of the
~Chief,'but iﬁ was in the case of the old couﬁcillor. »

Some analysts of the television phenomenon have asgerted that

violent behavior may be moderated by its persistent experience in the

“television. state®. This idea might be coupled with that of McAndrew
and Egerton (1960) which has it that alcohol is “time out". Television

may be “"time out", and the expericence in it (a sub-liminal state) may

exhaust, to some degree, the psychic encrgics otherwise motivational in
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violent behaviér. Tﬁis, of course, would be quite apart from the many
other functions it presumably servesl And, the proof of it would
require long term. observation and highiy cqmplex forms of anglysis.
Needless to say, it may not be true.

‘>There is at Jackhead (énd probably 'at many other Native
communitiés) a coincidence of h;ghiy strategic historical facﬁors,.
some of them mentioned abéve, In overview this coincidence involves
a base-state of essential passivity. To this aﬁoriginal phase were
introduced Christian missionizing and alcohol. The decline of Native
religious experience led to elaborations.of gossip and accelexation
in alcohol adoption. Theré is ample evidence fox the histbrical.

association’ between raw aggression and alcohol, whethexr one accepts

or rejects the "excuse for bad behavior" hypothesis of McAndrew and

Qggrton. For most, inéerior Algonkién coﬁmunities the acculturation
surroﬁndihg these factors Qas vexry gradual. In recen£ decades, many
communities héve experienced a renewed abruptness in strategic
acculﬁurational factors. This is brought on by two events, the intxo-
duction of roads (and caxs), and the introduction of hydro-electric
power. At Jackhead, raw aggression was prdbably at a ﬁinimum prior

to the introduction of a road. Alcohol supply was very limited until

“then. Urban contact, and a growing involvement in money-centered

ecohomy~grew with roads. At Jackhead, money welfare prpgréms grew
rapidly with increased road traffic. This led immediately to highcr
purchasing power for alcohol. The next major event is the provisioh

of eléctricity. With it came continuous (as opposed to controlled)




‘was set up, and the early summexr fishing saw many family bills paid
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fadio use, and television. It seems that raw aggression has increcased
greatly as television has been introduced and adopted. This docs not
sugge;t'causality, however, since urban influences, combined with
chuxch~related factionalism may have produced tensions, the resolution
of which is neatly explained away by alcohol, just as McAndrew aﬁd
Eéerton claim for earliex histo;ic.phases elsewhere. It remains to
be found out whether the "dream state", and intellectual absorptions -
created through television funqtiOn to resolve tensions of the kind
being.experiencea. _These tensions are moE¢5£haﬁ.jusﬁléiﬁ§f§c§$ycholo—
gical; They are #asically fused with both social and_culturél facto;s.
Major frustrations at eithef the group or individual levels,
are sometimes seen to cause violence. Thé_Jackhead community did

experience such a major frustration in 1974. The newly formed

Jackhead fishing stagion wés a remarkable success when it was initiated

- dn the spring. The Chief directed its oxganization and there was a

'highvdegree of cooperation among many of the moxre responsible and

mature Jackhead men. They built an ice house, "made ice", and erected /
an excellent processing station. The men had commercial fishing
experience, and the summer catches were good. Several filled their _

quotas, with the Chief himself getting‘the largest poundage. A store

up, and some rigs (boats, motors, and nets) clear. Soon after the
beginning of the even more lucrative fall fishing scason, however,
disaster. hit. .Employccs of the Freshwater Fish Marketing Board of

Manitoba declared a strike at the Selkirk processing plant. This
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literally crippled the small commercial fishermen of the province.
Jackhead was instantly affected. Fish piled up.until storage was
exhaustéd, and still ﬁO'chance to send it on to the processing plant.
The men were forced to stop fisﬂing. The strike lingered on until

the acceptable time limits of storage at Jackhead were exceeded.

The fall catch was trucked to two large disposal areas outside the

community. By this time, the fishermen had large debts at the band
store. Ultimately, the store was forced to close with $55,000 on
the books. An aévisor from the Federal Government is reported to
have suggested the possibility that boats and motors might be con-

fiscated. To date this has not happened. There was much doubt

" expressed about the resumption of the fishing operation at all in 1975.

At this time the (now former) chief has égreed to manage it and five
of the best fishermen from last year are committed. Thexe can be no
doubt that the effect of the fall fishing failure was profound at
Jackhead. Many families and the band store iéself were dependent

upon it. The failure was especially disastrous in the light of the
summey success. And, it was totally beyond the control of efficiently

organized men who knew well what they were doing and who shared in an

excellent spirit of group cooperation. It was the ultimate in deflation

fpr persons who could rightly have expected the opposite. How far the

" influences of this could have proceeded into -the psychological and

social spheres will probably never be known. If, howevexr, these kinds

-of things can be the indirect cause of violence, then the Jackhecad

situation wouid form an example of unusually high potential.
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Another source of stress at Jackhead"which has become morxe
noﬁicQable over the past year is the church-related factibnalism;
There are Angiican, Catholic and Pénﬁacostal churches dperating at
Jackheéd. The Catholic church‘is very small, the Anglican is nominally
the largest, .and Pentacostal is between the other twq in size, (pro-
bably closer to the Anélican ﬁhan.the Catholic). Pentacostal affilia-
tion is not always formal. Pexrsons who state their affiliation to be

Anglican may actually attend Pentacostal services more often than they

@o the Anglican. While difficult to support with figures, it seems

~ that there is a general trend (regionally as well as locally) toward’

Pentacostal. One reason for this may involve Native identity.

Pentacostal preachers are almost invariably of Native kackground. At

Jackhead, they are lay persons from thevbahd itself. Anéiican
preachers are almost aiways White, a; are the Catholic clergy. fenta—
costal, by it; belief in a séiritual visitation as a profbund turning
point in one'é life, perfectly satisfies the indigenous concept of the
vision quest. The stréngth of.Pentacostal has grown at Jackhead to the
point where stress has arisen over the "official" cemetery plot. This
lies on the Anglican churéh grounds; Each spring there is a community

clean-up of the cemetery. This year'(1975), some Pentacostals refused

to particdipate in this‘saying that they should have their own cemetery.

Added to this argument was the reminder that “Pentacostals are Indians".
The pecople are generally disturbed over church factionalism, even to.
the point that one man recently had a dream in which his name was called

to go about tearing down the signs on churches. He states that."God

e e s aomap
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did not make Anglicans, or Catholics, or Pentacostals. He made
Indians". Some even cite scriptures to support -this.

It is difficult to say that the incidents of violence inVOlQing

~the Anglican and Pentacostal church buildings are the result of factional

disputes. The fact that the most strongly alleged perpetrators of the

Pentacostal incident were,themselves Pentacostal suggests that this is

a doubtful'hyPOthéSié}‘:Théfgéﬁél“ membership of many persons would
also detract from it.
Work will continue indefinitely at Jackhead with the cdllection-

of non-directive interview data bearing on the significant questions -

raised in this interim report. A full analysis of statistically useful

questionaire data will be completed for inclusion in a final report

~ scheduled for 1976. The introduction of émpirical tests among'children

will have to await the provision of furthexr funds. It is considered a
vital component in testing assumptions about television violence, and

should be commenced within the next year.

Addendum - Koostatak, Fishexr River Reserve
.buring December and January 1974-75, Janet Crate, a young Cree

woman from the Fisher River Reserve conducted a survey of television

'prefcrences and fahily background data on her reserve. Miss Crate aid

this work as part of third year studies at the University of~winnipcg.
The data includes family compositibn (séx and age of all members),
educational levels, vocational and economic information, an ordered

listing of television preferences, and open-ended reflective responses




_group was Koostatak, after whom the main settlement of the reserve is

120

bearing upon values related to television. A very ﬁigh proportiqn of
faﬁiligs responded to this survey, and the data is unuspally compre-
hensive for this type of survey.

The Fisher River Reserve was established as a relocation of

about 25 Cree families from Norway House in 1875. The leader of this

named. The community was formed with the intention of farming, a
policf in vogue at the time. Commercial and independent fishing, and
some trapping dominated the econom§ throughout the reserve's history,
sut farming did develop and now conséitutes a primary economic venture.
In 1909, The Peguis Reserve was established directly adjacent to Fisher

River on the west. This new reserve accomodated a Saulteaux relocation

f;om the St. Petefs band near what is now Selkirk, Manitoba. While

theré is a substantial vocabulary overlap (50%) between Cree and
Saulteaux, the distinctions, both sqciological and linguistic, are
sufficient to largely prohibit intermarriagef. Naturally there is some,
but.Saultequx from Jackhead marry Saulteaux from Peguis, Berens Riveé,
and Popular River, not Cree from Fisher Rivef who are their closest
neighbors. The same is true for Peguis residents. These Saulteaux,
living adjacent to the Cree Reserve, sﬁill commonly'marry Saulteaux
from other areas, or from within their own-(which is the 2nd laréest
in the province). Traditional differences in cultufe are diminishing.

The totemic system of the Saulteaux has largely disappcaréd thus

. virtually eliminating this distinction from the Cree which did not have

such a system. There were various differences in specific kin-structural
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attributes, but these too are no longer of éonsequence.. Institutibnél
development in the sphere of magico—religious.activity was confined ﬁo
the Saulteaux. This too has disapéeared, while similarities in the 
more personal levels of such experience are to some extent retainea
by both. Too little is yet known to speculate on basic psychological
differences, but hints atr.differences in female-male role distinctions
and authority patterns suggest that there may be some,

A highly significant binding attribute in the form of contemp-
orary religious life is growing. ZXoostatak is the regional center for
Pentacostal church activities. While the Peguis Reserve has temporary
tent meetings during the summer, Koostatak.has one all summer long. A
great many people from Peguis attend these services, more than once a
week. Car loads of people from Jackhead ;lso make the 40 mile trip
twice a week toﬂKéosta£ak. In conversations aboﬁt church life,
Koostatak always comes up. It seemg possible that this. important
sharing of belief.and practice will increase intermarriage and tend to
diminish "felt" distinctions between Saulteaux and Cree in the Interlake.
The implications this has for further investigations of television
influence are clear. Work on the basic cultgral components must be
conpleted without delay.

With a good body of Cree data from Norway House and Oxford House
already 'in hand (and growing), the comparativé value of the Koostatak
matexrial is readily apparent. Here are the déscendants of a population
moved from Norway House, one-hundred years ago. Our present investi-
gation features, as onc of the most significant units, the "ancestral"
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bhand itself;
| Fisher River received hydro‘six years.agé, at which'time many
families quickly acquired television sets. A casual comparison of
preference data suggests general similaritieé fo Jackhead. An analysis
of the data ﬁas not vet been initiated and a description of the Fisher

River material is planned for the 1976 report;




PART IV
CONCLUSIONS
by

John Hammer

Iﬁ this report the descriptive méterial of life on the three
reser&es indicates considerable conflict and contradiction between
Alqonkian beliefs and values and those of Eufo—Canadiéns. Much of tﬁe
individualistic cognitive style of the frge ranging huﬁter»and trapper
remains intact, despite the sedentary exiétence in fairly densely pop-
uwlated rese;ve communities. This does not meén, however, that coopera-
éive community action is impossible or dées not oécur. Theldata dﬂ
the fisheries-cooperative activitiés'at Jackhead indicate that the
people can work together enthusiastically undex apptopriaté circumstances.

‘Nevertheless, the comparative data from the testing of Cree and

Euro~Canadian children points up the nature and depth of the conflict.

Such items of difference are to be seen in the Cree stress on pragmatic

rather than abstract morality, the emphasis on the concrete and unique

as opposed to concern with the overall situation, an orientation toward

.

yepetitive, cyclical, time instecad of a temporal system conceived as an
infinite, progressive, continuium, and a deep-seated concern on the part

of the older gcneration for generosity and respect for elders. It is

“evident from the test material that value conflict is most severe for

113
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Norway House children, but that the institutiohal_source of the dis-
turbance is ;onceived by Cree informants on both reserves to be the
BEuro-Canadian socialization process provided'ﬁy the public school
systgm. Though in recent years education authorities have come to
respect the importance of Cree traditions iﬁ the maintenance of ethnic
idenﬁity, tﬁey have not been able to completely accept such fundamen-
tal cultural aspects as the Cree language, shamanism, emotional
resexrve, non-abstractness, and non~causali£y.

In light.of the above ‘it is interesting that one of the most
iméortant ways in which both éhildren and adults have adapted to
acculturational stress is in thé reinterpfetation of the meaning of

television to fit the traditional cognitive style. As we indicated in

‘the beginning of this report the Cree fantasy world centres on tech-

niques for gaining powér through dreams ana shamanistic practices.
éonsequently tﬁ; éource of television ha; become anaiogous to the
power generatéd in the shaman's tent inlwhich distant persons and
animals, alive and dead, were conjured up to provide vital’information,
curing techniques, and information on activities in distant places. T
, The content of modern television deals extensively with situa-
tions of power as in the case of the professional patron/client type
relations, rivalries, and jealousies of the soap opera. In addition
éﬁcre are the fantasies éf talking with and gaining power through thé'
assistance of animals and the ﬁetamofpbasis o' humans into animals and

inanimate objects. All of these events are reminiscent of the tradi-

tional emphasis on dreaming and quest for supernatural experience,
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Some, such as the informant at Jackhead, complain of the discontinuity

" between program and advertising which disrupts the chain of thought

and makes understanding difficult.  But even in the fast chapge of
pace and discontinuity of subject matter there is an analogy with the
traditional Algonkian propensity to anticipate the unexpected, as well
as acceptance of a continyal chgngé of scene that is part of the semi-
nomadic hunting and trapping life style,

There are, however, some potential non-adaptive aspects of
television that may be recognized by some of the questions advanced_in
the previous section and at the end of the last report. One such
problem relates to the potential oppositién between parent/child and
peer group relationships. The traditional.permissiQe, learn by example,

soclalization process characteristic of bush living seems to have

~carried over to reserve life. Indeed, as we have seen, parents are

reluctant to impose the restrictions on children whiéh,they sense are
imposed by Euro-Canadian parents living in sedentary communities,

Instead they iook to the school and teachers to impose kehavioral

limits. At the same time the school .is a principle source of contention,
viewed by parents as having served to destrqy much of the traditional
culture. Moreover, most parents have éxperienced relatively little

formal schooling hence are no longer in a position, especially father,

"to provide the effective adult models that they did when people were

living in the bush. Thus it is one's peers with whom one is being.

trained for the future who stand in opposition to an irrelevant parental
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‘both abhored and esteemed;.‘On the one hand overt aggressiveness has

YT

generation., This helps to explain the increasing parental sense of

- lack of control, the random wahdering 6f teen-age gangs, and the many

destructive and violent acts which are becoming a part of the reserve
style of life. |

Given traditional pragmatism, the preéedence of detail over
Qholistic exél%nation,slack of comﬁittment to long term goals developed
through time, and lack of empbasis-upon a discontinuity betWeen sub-
jectiQévand objective experience, it is easy to see how tele&igion can
become a disruptive instrument in Algonkian cultures. Thus our analysié
of the response to prqgramming indicates phaﬁ it_is‘not the message(
othex than the factﬁal data_pro;ided by nevs coverage, but the characters
vhich seem to be impbrtant. It is the aimlessness and vitality of the
peer group thch provides an ideal situation in supéort of actiqg.éqt'
the aggréssive bravado of,éé;evision éharacters. Wejhave.probided‘

considerable.empirical data showing why and how viblent charaéters are

traditionally been unaéceptable, but on the other hand action is more
meaningful than words. Unfortunately much of the action of Television

characters is involved with violent activity. It is not the ends of

these actions but the actions themselves which seem to be the focus of

Algonkian fantasy. The fact that there is no great distinction between

the world of fantasy and reality, makes acting out the roles of tele-
vision hefocs and hercines fit'pcrfectly with the aggressive bravado
of peer relationships described in Section Two. Furthermore, the

excitoment of the moment, ‘regardless of long-term consequences, feeds

N
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into this situation. The sense of rége that often accompanies peer

groﬁp violence is also supported by the contradictions between the

material splendour of the urban, BEuro-Canadian, life style which is

sometimes indicated by parents as the way of the future, and the

demeaning stereotype of the Indian as poor; pitiable, and uneducated.

In addition to the need for more empirical data for further

testing of the above hypotheses it is necessary to know moxe about

the following:

A'

The effect of differential exposure to television. Does the amount

of exposure relate to the fantasy use of television roles within
the peer group? What is the effect of selective viewing control by

parents’ and what kinds of parents axe likely to exerxcise such

controls? How do those children experiencing regulated television

viewing, agﬂqompared with the non—regﬁlated youngstexs, react:
vis-a-vis the peer group?

What differences and similaritiés_are there between Cree and
Saulteaux reactions to television? Specifically, will the childrén

at Jackhead respond similarly to the Norway House children in the

battery of personality tests? To answer this question we will need

to test the children at Jackhead ih the next phase of the project.
Has thcré been any change in response to the various gquestions on
the base line questionnaire wﬁich'may be atﬁributable to the‘two
years of tciovision exposurezat Noxway House? Totdetermine the
answer we expéct to administer the qucstionnaire again tﬁis fall

at both Oxford House and Norway llousec,
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In summary, we have to date made considerable progress in-
understanding the symbolic meaning of television. There has beek a
basé—liné assessment of basic soclio-cultural and personality variables
vhich will enable us to assess future change. It is evident frqm
our data that there is a definite preference on the part of the
yeople for a large portiog of native programming. It is possible
that a change in content in this direction would sexve to counteract

the dangers from fantasied and overt violence discussed above.







