
South Coast Assessment Bulletin
September 2019 Creel Survey Update

Recreational Fishery South Coast Tidal Waters

Overview:
This bulletin provides a monthly update on estimates of recreational fin fishing effort and catch in the marine
waters of southern British Columbia, within Pacific Fishery Management Areas 11 through 29 and 111, 121
to 127. These estimates are generated from data collected by the DFO’s South Coast Creel Survey. A brief
overview of the survey, the study area and methods used to collect data and generate these estimates is
provided in the first bulletin of 2019, available on the Federal Science Library catalogue:

http://science-libraries.canada.ca/eng/home/

The search term “South Coast assessment bulletin, creel survey” is helpful to find the bulletins
The estimates presented in this bulletin are based on in-season data and should be interpreted as preliminary
and subject to revision as the data are finalized.

Recreational Fishery Links:
It is the responsibility of all fishers to be familiar with the current regulations prior to fishing. The online British
Columbia Sport Fishing Guide will provide you with information on regulations and management measures in
place. The guide can be accessed from the Fisheries and Oceans Canada Pacific Region Recreational Fishery
webpage at:

http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/rec/index-eng.html

In-season management measure are sometimes required that are not published in the guide. These decisions
are implemented by the issuance of a fishery notice which can be viewed at:

http://notices.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fns-sap/index-eng.cfm

Creel Survey Data:
A summary of survey statistics and preliminary recreation effort, measured in boat trips, by Pacific Fishery
Management Area (PFMA) are presented in Table 1. Maps identifying the PFMA’s are available by following
the link provided above to the Fisheries and Oceans Canada Pacific Region Recreational Fishery webpage.

Recreational Catch Estimates:
A summary of preliminary kept and released catch estimates for key species by PFMA are presented in Tables
2 through 5. Table 6 presents kept Chinook catch estimates by Pacific Fishery Management Area, divided
into Aggregate Abundance-based Management (AABM) and Individual Stock-based Management (ISBM)
groupings.
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Contacts:

For additional information on the South Coast Creel Survey Programs, please contact:

Johnstone Strait and North Island Surveys (PFMA’s 11, 12, 27, 111 & 127)
Pieter Van Will - Program Head, Johnstone Strait Salmon Stock Assessment

Pieter.VanWill@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
250-949-9273

Strait of Georgia Survey (PFMA’s 13 – 20, 28 & 29)
Patrik Zetterberg – Creel Coordinator, Strait of Georgia Salmon Stock Assessment

Patrik.Zetterberg@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
250-756-7304

West Coast Vancouver Island Survey (PFMA’s 20 – 26 & 121 – 126)
Karin Mathias - Biologist, WCVI Salmon Stock Assessment

Karin.Mathias@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
250-756-7290
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Table 1: Creel survey statistics (number of interviews and flights) and preliminary effort estimates
(number of boat trips) by Pacific Fishery Management Area, September 2019.

Effort

Pacific Fishery
Management
Area (PFMA)

Number of Creel
Interviews

Number of
Effort Count

Flights1

Estimate %SE2 Year to
date3

Year to
date

5-yr avg
11 No Survey This Month % 1479 1636
111 No Survey This Month % 1384 6
12 No Survey This Month % 10377 13543
13 66 8 2808 16% 19695 28277
14 163 8 2062 29% 16142 16360
15 26 8 1254 33% 5565 6805
16 10 7 344 41% 5469 8039
17 81 8 1032 19% 8079 9712
18 18 8 534 12% 2199 6300
19 63 8 3648 15% 10288 9764
20 282 11 7637 14% 28049 31743
21 8 5 58 57% 645 622
121 9 5 128 39% 2648 2653
23 111 6 4187 0% 31166 27435
123 No Survey This Month 4 % 2900 3989
24 28 4 103 1% 2787 1854
124 No Survey This Month 4 % 549 2944
25 No Survey This Month % 12579 12077
125 No Survey This Month % 1131 2425
26 No Survey This Month % 4337 1477
126 No Survey This Month % 2684 1786
27 No Survey This Month % 3650 3242
127 No Survey This Month % 1048 1942
28 25 8 1133 33% 3694 7578
29 74 8 4018 25% 14079 15918

Total4 975 28946 6% 192623 218127

1 The number of flights where weather conditions allowed effort counts; not including on-water counts
2 %SE is a measure of uncertainty; one Standard Error as a percentage of the estimate.
3 Cumulative effort (from June 2019) to date summed across periods where surveys are active

- note that WCVI 5 year averages including September are unavailable (N/A)
4 Individual flights cover multiple PFMA’s, so an additive total is not appropriate
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Table 6: Preliminary recreational kept Chinook catch estimates (number of fish) by Pacific Fishery
Management Area (PFMA), September 2019, divided into Aggregate Abundance-based Manage-
ment (AABM) and Individual Stock-based Management (ISBM) groupings.

AABM ISBM

Area Region Estimate Year to
date1

Year to
date
5-yr.

average2

Estimate Year to
date1

Year to
date
5-yr.

average2

20 (West) Juan de Fuca 0 0 0 980 8549 7450
21 Nitinat 0 549 450 77 1021 800
121 Swiftsure Bank 4 4086 10150 0 0 0

23 -1,2 Alberni Inlet 0 166 0 134 5908 3150
23 - 3 to 11 Barkley Sound 0 14126 5800 1635 15173 10050

123 Offshore Barkley 0 7180 11150 0 0 150
24 Clayoquot Sound 0 2073 1650 6 1072 600
124 Offshore Clayoquot 0 44 7400 0 0 300
25 Nootka Snd. /

Esperanza Inlet
0 446 1050 0 15479 13450

125 Offshore Nootka 0 860 3350 0 0 50
26 Kyuquot Sound 0 1041 450 0 4287 1850
126 Offshore Kyuquot 0 2517 4850 0 0 100
27 Quatsino Sound 0 1121 450 0 3156 2350
127 Offshore Quatsino 0 764 2550 0 0 0

1Cumulative kept (from June 2019) to date summed across periods where surveys are active.
2Cumulative kept to date 5 year averages have been rounded to the nearest 50 fish.
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