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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, June 10, 2020

The House met at 2:30 p.m.

 

Prayer

● (1435)

[Translation]

RECALL OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
The Speaker: Dear colleagues, before we begin our proceed‐

ings, I would like to remind you about the special measures in place
today.
[English]

To that end, pursuant to order made on Tuesday, May 26, the ap‐
plication of Standing Order 17 will be suspended for the current sit‐
tings to allow members to practise physical distancing.

Members desiring to speak and address the Chair may do so
from any seat in the House.
[Translation]

I will ask that all members tabling a document or moving a mo‐
tion sign the document and bring it to the table themselves.
[English]

I wish to inform the House that pursuant to order made on Tues‐
day, May 26, I sent a notice calling the House to meet this day. On
Monday, June 8, I sent each member a message explaining the rea‐
sons for this recall. I now lay on the table the notice calling the
House to meet.
[Translation]

Pursuant to an order made on May 26, the House will now pro‐
ceed to the introduction of government bills.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]

AN ACT RESPECTING ADDITIONAL COVID-19
MEASURES

Hon. Carla Qualtrough (Minister of Employment, Workforce
Development and Disability Inclusion, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-17, An Act respecting additional COVID-19 mea‐
sures.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

Hon. Pablo Rodriguez: Mr. Speaker, there have been discus‐
sions among the parties and I hope there is agreement to proceed in
the following manner. I move: That, pursuant to the order adopted
on April 20, 2020, Bill C-17, an act respecting additional
COVID-19 measures, be disposed of as follows: a. the bill be or‐
dered for consideration at second reading later this day; b. when the
House begins debate on the motion for second reading of the bill,
two members of each recognized party and a member of the Green
Party may speak to the said motion for not more than 20 minutes,
followed by 10 minutes for questions and comments, provided that
members may be permitted to split their time with another member;
and, at the conclusion of the time provided for the debate or when
no member rises to speak, whichever is earlier, all questions neces‐
sary to dispose of the second reading stage of the bill shall be put
without further debate or amendment, provided that, if a recorded
division is requested, it shall not be deferred; and c. if the bill is
adopted at second reading, it shall be referred to a committee of the
whole, deemed considered in committee of the whole, deemed re‐
ported without amendment, deemed concurred in at report stage on
division, and deemed read a third time and passed on division.

The Speaker: Does the hon. government House leader have the
unanimous consent of the House to move the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

Some hon. members: No.

Hon. Pablo Rodriguez: Mr. Speaker, there have been discus‐
sions among the parties and if you seek it, I hope you will find
unanimous consent to adopt the following motion: That Bill C-17,
an act respecting additional COVID-19 measures, be divided into
two bills; that Bill C-17 be entitled “An Act respecting the disclo‐
sure of information for the purpose of a one-time permit to persons
with disabilities” and consists of part 3 of the said bill and that Bill
C-18 be entitled “An Act respecting additional COVID-19 mea‐
sures” and consists of all the remaining portions of the said bill; and
that Bill C-17 be disposed of as follows:
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[Translation]

(a) the bill be ordered for consideration at second reading later
this day; (b) when the House begins debate on the motion for sec‐
ond reading of the bill, one member of each recognized party and a
member of the Green Party may speak to the said motion for not
more than 20 minutes, followed by 10 minutes for questions and
comments, provided that members may be permitted to split their
time with another member; and, at the conclusion of the time pro‐
vided for the debate or when no member rises to speak, whichever
is earlier, all questions necessary to dispose of the second reading
stage of the bill shall be put without further debate or amendment,
provided that, if a recorded division is requested, it shall not be de‐
ferred; and (c) if the bill is adopted at second reading, it shall be
referred to a committee of the whole, deemed considered in com‐
mittee of the whole, deemed reported without amendment, deemed
concurred in at report stage on division, and deemed read a third
time and passed on division; Bill C-18 shall be ordered for consid‐
eration at second reading at the next sitting of the House; and for
the purposes of printing Bills C-17 and C-18, the Law Clerk and
Parliamentary Counsel shall be authorized to make any technical
changes or corrections in those bills as may be necessary to give ef‐
fect to this motion.

The Speaker: Does the hon. minister have the unanimous con‐
sent of the House to move the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

Some hon. members: No.
[English]

Hon. Andrew Scheer: Mr. Speaker, I have two unanimous con‐
sent motions for which I hope you will find support. The Conserva‐
tives, of course, believe that Parliament should be sitting and had
we been sitting normally, we could have debated this bill. We could
have facilitated the government House leader's request, but the gov‐
ernment has refused to allow the House to do its work as it normal‐
ly would.

Indeed, the proposal that the government has as it relates to peo‐
ple with disabilities was announced several days ago and the House
could have been entertaining this legislation as early as Monday.

I ask for the unanimous consent of the House for the following
motion in order to allow the House to debate the legislation that the
minister introduced today: that notwithstanding any standing order,
or special order or usual practice of the House, when the House ad‐
journs, it shall next meet at 3 p.m. later this day.

The Speaker: Does the hon. member have the unanimous con‐
sent of the House to move the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

Some hon. members: No.
Hon. Pablo Rodriguez: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of order.

We are here today with a clear opportunity to help people with dis‐
abilities. The chance was offered to everybody and the Conserva‐
tives said no. That should be noted.

Hon. Andrew Scheer: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of order. I
invite the hon. House leader to go back, rewind the tape and listen,
because members on this side said yes to the House of Commons
meeting later today and it was members of the Liberal Party who
said no.

The Speaker: We are getting to a point where we are debating
back and forth. I want to remind hon. members that a point of order
is usually something on the Standing Orders that we see as not be‐
ing followed in the House and I want to hear why it is not being
followed.
[Translation]

Mr. Alain Therrien: Mr. Speaker, I seek the unanimous consent
of the House for the following motion: That the sitting be suspend‐
ed until such time as the Chair may reconvene the sitting following
consultation with the House leaders.
● (1445)

The Speaker: Is the member for La Prairie seeking the unani‐
mous consent of the House?

Mr. Alain Therrien: Yes, Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker: Does the hon. member have the unanimous con‐

sent of the House to move the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

Some hon. members: No.

The Speaker: There is no agreement between the representatives
of all the recognized parties to govern today's proceedings.
[English]

Accordingly, pursuant to order made on Tuesday, May 26, the
House stands adjourned until Wednesday, June 17, at the conclu‐
sion of the proceedings of the Special Committee on the COVID-19
Pandemic.

(The House adjourned at 2:46 p.m.)
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