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Foreword

This book is intended to shed light on the tragedy that took
place at Grosse ile in 1847 and the intense activity it entailed. For
this purpose, we have decided to present the results of our research
in a very simple format, that of a chronicle. Through this record of
daily events, readers will discover the frequency at which emigrants
arrived at the quarantine station and the rate at which they left it
as their ships were authorized to proceed to the port of Québec.
Through the administrative decisions made by the various authori-
ties and other players involved, they will gradually realize the scope
of the tragedy which struck the quarantine station in 1847. They will
also gain insight into the doubts and questions raised and find
out what solutions were proposed to offset the impact of a terrible
disease, typhus.

Readers will be presented with firsthand reports by emi-
grants, priests, civil servants and others who witnessed these troubled
times. They will also be provided with extracts from Québec City
newspapers, which discussed the events from their particular
perspective. At the end of each day described in the chronicle, they
will find a summary of the entries for that date in the baptismal,
marriage and burial registers of the Catholic and Anglican chapels
on Grosse ile.

Readers will be able to consult weekly statistics on the num-
ber of emigrants who arrived through the port of Québec, the number
of patients admitted to quarantine hospitals and the number of
deaths. These figures are based on those submitted to the govern-
ment authorities by the station’s medical superintendent and the
emigration agent in Québec City.

~ Several sources were consulted to prepare this publication,
including the archives of the civil secretary, military and religious
archives, Québec City newspapers and correspondence between the
Governor General of Canada and the Colonial Office in London.
Inevitably, presenting the events of 1847 in chronicle format required
certain analyses, interpretations and choices, some of which are
discussed below.




In-Depth Statistical Analyses

Tables showing the daily arrival and departure of ships
were prepared by compiling information from two major sources:
the list of ships that were inspected at Grosse fle and the list of those
that arrived in the port of Québec. These two sources complement
each other quite well, but errors were detected in the first. In
general, we allowed for a day’s difference between dates, since the
day on which a ship was registered may have depended on whether
the vessel arrived late at night or early in the morning.

We had to correct the dates on which some 80 vessels were
reported to have arrived at and left Grosse ile because they did not
tally with the information given in the register of the port of Québec
regarding the time these ships had taken to cross the Atlantic and
were detained in quarantine. However, we believe that the various
sources we used, including the official correspondence of the
authorities of the period, have enabled us to reach a fairly accurate
assessment of arrival and departure dates.

This book contains several statistical tables whose data are
sometimes incomplete or may even seem contradictory. Because of
the disparities between the various accounts of what happened and
the crisis situation in which the data were recorded, it is almost
impossible to be totally accurate. Nevertheless, the data from the dif-
ferent sources are generally consistent and provide a reasonably
exact picture of the situation.

When faced with contradictory information on the number
of sick or dead, we have always chosen the highest figures so as to
avoid underestimating the seriousness of the situation at Grosse {le
in 1847. On the other hand, the many sources at our disposal
minimized the risk of exaggerating.

Québec City Newspapers in 1847

This chronicle is based largely on information gleaned from
newspapers of the period. Given that a few days often elapsed
between the time events took place and the moment they were
reported in the newspaper, we have tried, when possible, to describe
the events presented here on the date they actually occurred.
Comparisons with other documents of the period have helped us to
achieve this goal.

Xl



Readers will note that some newspapers, such as the Quebec
Mercury, are quoted more frequently than others. This reflects the
importance this newspaper attached to emigration activities at
Grosse ile and Québec City in 1847. In general, the Quebec Mercury
was the first to obtain the most accurate reports about the situation;
other contemporary newspapers often took information from it and
published it a day or two later. The Canadien, on the other hand, is
the most reliable source of information on the movements of the
Roman Catholic clergy who came to the assistance of the emigrants
at Grosse {le.

Readers will note that the term emigration, rather than
immigration, has been used almost exclusively in this hook about
Grosse le. This usage reflects a reality of the period. Since Canada
was still a British colony in the mid-19th century, migration to
North America was governed exclusively by the policies of the
mother country. Therefore, in the eyes of the London authorities,
this phenomenon was emigration. This perception is also reflected
in the title of Québec emigration agent assigned to A. C. Buchanan,
the person responsible for dealing with emigrants in Québec City.
Correspondence from the period and all the other sources consulted
also use the term emigration.

We are aware that this book has not explored all possible
avenues, in that some themes have not been discussed and many
analyses remain to be done. Perhaps readers will feel that certain
questions have been left unanswered. Nevertheless, until a more
in-depth study of the tragic days of 1847 is available, we hope that
this chronicle will shed light on what happened at Grosse le that
year. It begins with a brief introduction summarizing the main
events of that very long season.
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INTRODUCTION

The Typhus Epidemic at Grosse fle in
- 1847: Establishing the Facts

" Tragedy Strikes

ON FRIDAY, MAY 14, 1847, a sailing ship, the Syria, anchored
off Grosse Ile in an area known since 1832 as the quarantine pass.
It had taken Captain Cox and his 245 passengers 46 days to travel
from the large port of Liverpool, England, to this small island and
its quarantine station, 34 kilometres east of the port of Québec. On
reaching Grosse {le, the captain declared that nine emigrants had
already died, while 52 others were suffering from dysentery and the
terrible disease known as ship fever, or typhus. Two weeks later,
over half of the vessel's passengers were in hospital on the island.

The sinister procession of sick and dying emigrants had
begun. Involving mostly frail, destitute Irish, it came to an end
171 days later, on Monday, November 1, when the Lord Ashburton
 left the quarantine station for Québec City. All the tragic events of
the 1847 navigation season took place during this six-month period,
when about 400 vessels unwittingly took part in this ghastly cortege.
They transported a good portion of the some 100000 emigrants who
left that year for Québec City, the gateway to Canada.

In 1847, nearly 2 emigrants in 10 died on ships crossing the
Atlantic or sailing up the St. Lawrence, or even after they reached
Grosse {le or major Canadian cities. This singularly tragic odyssey,
involving mainly Irish emigrants, made a lasting impression on indi-
viduals and society as a whole. The massive influx of newcomers not
only had an immediate impact on the history of the communities
along the river, but eventually took on legendary proportions on
account of its evocative power and its place in people’s memories.
No other location in Canada is so closely associated with this sad,
but memorable period than the Grosse ile quarantine station — that
isolated outpost to which the authorities entrusted the impossible
mission of averting a nation-wide health catastrophe.



Memories and History

The year 1997 marks the 150th anniversary of the terrible
battle waged by a handful of devoted people at Grosse {le to release
thousands of emigrants from the clutches of typhus and dysentery.
However, 150 years of history have not eliminated the following
paradox: although the events of the 1847 navigation season consti-
tute one of the most famous episodes of the 19th century, our
knowledge of what really happened is still fairly limited. The human
chaos of that deadly summer has given rise to so many legends,
clichés and contradictory opinions that it is very difficult to deter-
mine the facts. As always in such situations, the true story can only
be uncovered through documentary research as well as critical
analysis and comparison of the data collected.

Our sole objective in preparing this book on the events at
Grosse ile in 1847 has been to paint a realistic picture of daily life
on the island. For this purpose, we have attempted to shatter the
myths about the quarantine station and to eliminate misconceptions
and emotional judgments. This chronicle presents raw, but factual,
data, which will provide the basis for a true understanding of the
1847 migratory crisis and its impact on Grosse fle. It introduces
numerous players and witnesses and, inevitably, often divergent
viewpoints and conclusions.

A major advantage of presenting the events of 1847 in the
form of a chronological record is that it allows readers to gradually
realize that life on the island was not constantly chaotic and cruel
during the six-month period the station was open. From May 3 to
November 3, activities at the quarantine station went
through a number of different phases, marked by
quite different conditions. A brief description of these
phases will make it easier to understand the events
discussed in this book.

1. A Sudden, Unexpected Crisis (May
1847)

At the end of the 1846 navigation season, Dr.

George M. Douglas, medical superintendent of the

Grosse fle quarantine station, warned the Governor

Dr Georse M. Douswas (1803-  General of Canada that a greater number of emi-
64), A ScoT, WAS MEDICAL SUPER- . . . NI

INTENDENT OF Gross e o grants, including many sick, would be arriving in

1836 70 1864. Tuis ENERGETIC,  Canada in 1847 on account of the almost total failure

DEVOTED PHYSICIAN EARNEO GREAT .
sespecr. (Benaro Ducsesne,  OF potato harvests in Ireland over the past two years.

Panxs Canana, 1887)  However, since Douglas had no idea of the magnitude
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of the impending influx of emigrants, he believed that the situation
could be controlled by simply adjusting or slightly expanding quar-
antine facilities and hiring more personnel. In addition, he did not
expect to have to cope with the ravages of typhus, a contagious
disease — also known as ship fever, famine fever or prison fever —
associated with human misery and poor sanitary conditions.

A Seemingly Ordinary Season

When Douglas moved into his seasonal quarters at
Grosse fle on May 3, 1847, he was accompanied by regular hospital
personnel as well as a steward’, an orderly and a nurse. Before
leaving Québec City, he had ordered 50 additional beds and the con-
struction of another emigrant shelter, or “shed” as these buildings
were called at the time. In his opinion, the 200 beds reserved for the
sick would be sufficient, given that, in previous years, there had
never been more than about 100 patients on the island at a time.
The medical superintendent was also counting on the fact that emi-
gration usually peaked in July and August, which would leave him
enough time to make necessary adjustments.

Dr. Douglas was soon confronted with a situation that was
quite different from any encountered previously. In just a few days,
from May 14 to 19, 285 sick passengers were let off at the quaran-
tine station by the first four vessels obliged to stop there. Over
1200 healthy passengers also arrived, while the island’s sheds could
accommodate only 800. Two days later, five emigrants ships
anchored off Grosse fle with more than 1700 passengers aboard,
nearly 500 of whom were ill. The situation was so serious that the
medical superintendent had to rapidly convert the sheds for healthy
people into hospitals. Day after day, other sailing ships appeared in
the quarantine pass and the number of sick continued to rise. Even
with the new hospitals, there was not enough room to accommodate
everyone who was ill. Priority had to be given to bringing the worst
cases ashore, while the other passengers were obliged to remain on
the ships.

Preliminary assistance

On May 24, tents were requested for lodging 10000 people.
At the time, 50 to 60 people were being buried every day, and
32 ships were lined up off Grosse fle waiting for help. Although Dr.
Douglas could now count on the assistance of three more doctors

1. Atthe time, the term steward referred to a kind of managing director,
responsible for the day-to-day operation of a hospital. '
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and nurses, his team was overworked. From a logistical standpoint,
the emergency was twofold: all sick passengers had to be taken
ashore and provided with accommodations and treatment; however,
in addition, all healthy passengers on ships with cases of illness
aboard had to be detained for a period of 10 days by law. Moreover,
it was advisable to keep convalescent patients separate from healthy
people and those who were still hospitalized. It was proposed,
although to no avail, that convalescent emigrants be housed at the
east end of the island while healthy passengers be sent to Cliff
Island, a small island nearby, now known as fle de la Sottise.

Near the end of May 1847, a few more hospitals were built, -
and several hundred tents, including marquees and hospital tents,
were delivered to Grosse ile. There was not enough manpower,
however, to erect the canvas shelters, since many workers refused
to approach the hospitals. On May 31, the hospitals and various
other buildings in the western part of the island were crowded with
1 300 patients. Meanwhile, there were just as many sick on the ships
anchored in the St. Lawrence. In all, over 12000 people were
detained at Grosse ile, including about 100 orphans.:

2. Reaction and Organization
(June 1847)

In early June, the quarantine station was the scene of
chaos and suffering. A few more doctors had just arrived to assist
their exhausted colleagues, and kitchens had been hastily set up to
feed all the emigrants. Under the circumstances, however, these ini-
tiatives were disorganized and generally ineffective. Since it was
impossible to pitch tents for healthy passengers on Cliff Island,
owing to its rocky ground, these passengers had to remain on board
next to the sick and dead until they were authorized to disembark.
Meanwhile, up to 86 people were buried per day, and Grosse {le’s
Catholic and Anglican chapels had to be converted into hospitals.

Medical Commission

The time had come for sweeping, well-organized, decisive
action. Effective measures were finally implemented in early June.
The Governor General ordered the construction of sheds for
2000 sick emigrants, and a steamer was chartered for transporting
supplies to the island and the quarantined vessels. The Governor
General also sent a commission of three doctors to visit Grosse ile

in order to inquire into the situation at the quarantine station and

the state of the people detained there. The commission soon made

recommendations, which were adopted immediately. For example,

it advocated the massive recruitment of doctors, nurses, domestics
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and workers skilled in various trades. It also declared that all sick
passengers still on board ship had to be taken ashore and provided
with accommodations. For this purpose, it recommended that all
workers on the island as well as sailors and craftsmen from the ships
be entrusted with erecting as quickly as possible all the tents
received.

Other measures implemented on the recommendation of
the commission targeted the 12000 to 15000 healthy people who
were in danger of contracting typhus or dysentery at any time. First,
the large fields at the east end of the island were placed at their dis-
posal, and hundreds of tents with room for 3000 to 4000 people were
soon set up at this spot. In accordance with the commission’s wishes,
it was also decided that healthy emigrants, after being quarantined
for 10 days on land or for 15 days aboard ship, would be rapidly
evacuated from the station and sent directly to Montréal on steam-
ers, which would pick them up at the island. This measure meant
that healthy passengers would no longer have to wait for their
ocean-going vessel to be disinfected to proceed to their destination.
On June 5, over 2100 passengers left Grosse ile, followed by 4000
to 5000 others the next day. These departures no doubt helped to
reduce overcrowding at the quarantine facility. However, Dr.
Douglas was no fool; he predicted that at least half of those who had
left would fall ill within three weeks.

Hospitals and Additional Accommodations

Throughout June and early July, construction contracts
were negotiated and seven hospitals and a number of sheds were
built. Forty-five labourers on the island were assigned to the
construction work, whose completion became increasingly urgent
every day. No less than 91 ships stopped at the quarantine station
in June 1847 and, during that period, there were never less than
about 15000 emigrants, including 2000 sick, at Grosse le. The con-
centration of so many sick people in a single location created such
an unhealthy, even lethal, environment that the station employees
had little chance of not falling ill. The high risk of infection seriously
complicated the operation of the quarantine facility as, one after the
other, the doctors, nurses, orderlies, policemen, workers and priests
took sick. Dr. Douglas found it extremely difficult to keep medical
staff on the island.

When the new hospitals became operational in late June or
early July, the situation at Grosse ile improved dramatically.
Patients who had been living in small tents, which were particularly
unsanitary in rainy weather, finally had access to appropriate
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Board of Health immediately questioned the effectiveness of admin-

istrative procedures at Grosse {le and demanded that newcomers,

particularly those declared healthy, be subject to much stricter

quarantine rules. On July 15, the Governor General announced that

Solicitor General Cameron would visit the island in order to estab-

lish more stringent measures regarding the release of emigrants
" from the quarantine station in the St. Lawrence River.

The proposed measures were rapidly adopted. One of them
required that emigrants disembarking from ships with sick passen-
gers aboard be quarantined either for 20 days or for 7 days after the
last case of illness was reported on their vessel. Obviously, this new

~ rule_meant that a large number of healthy emigrants would be
detainéd at Grosse ile in the stifling, often unsanitary tents at the
east end of the island. Therefore, Dr. Douglas was immediately
authorized to have sheds for 3500 people built in that sector.

Prefabricated Sheds for Healthy People

On July 26, contracts were signed with various Québec City
contractors for the rapid construction and delivery of six prefabri-
cated sheds, to be assembled and erected on the island. Six more
buildings of this type were ordered soon afterwards. In addition, it
was finally decided that two convalescent hospitals with 150 beds
would be erected in the eastern part of the quarantine station, away
from the other facilities. Recovering patients had to be kept at a fair
distance from the sick and, on account of the space needed for con-
structing new hospitals in the western part of Grosse ile, such
patients would have to be transferred to the east end of the island
“as soon as possible.” By August 6, some 150 workers were engaged
in the construction of sheds and hospitals at both ends of the island.

The 12 sheds for healthy people in the eastern sector were
not all finished until September 14. Nevertheless, by late August, a
sufficient number had been erected for the tents to be taken down.
The last few weeks had been particularly difficult, with the medical
staff constantly having to cope with at least 2 000 patients at a time,
several hundred of whom were lodged in tents or even on board
ship. In addition, hundreds of people who had been classified as
healthy had perished in overheated, unsanitary canvas shelters. It
is hard to believe that, in mid-July, Douglas and his assistants had
thought such problems were a thing of the past.



4. Finally, an End to the Crisis (September -
October 1847)

In early September, when construction work was still under
way on the island, the number of emigrants arriving at Grosse ile
finally began to decline. That month, only 40.ships put in at the
quarantine station, and the average number of people in hospital per
day fell to 1330. At long last, the situation had begun to improve. On
September 7, the chapels resumed their original function, and the
next day, the old sheds in the western part of the island, which had
been converted into hospitals in late May, were evacuated. Meanwhile,
convalescent patients were transferred to the east end of Grosse ile.
On September 11, Douglas reduced the facility's medical personnel.

Paradoxically, it was when needs were the least pressing
that the quarantine establishment finally met the medical superin-
tendent’s expectations: it boasted hospitals with 2000 beds, includ-
ing two convalescent hospitals with room for 300 patients in the
eastern part of the island, about 12 sheds for 3500 healthy travellers,
kitchens, wash houses, police headquarters, doctors’ and civil
servants’ residences and so forth. The only thing lacking was a wharf
at the east end of Grosse ile for embarking and disembarking
healthy emigrants and their luggage. However, far from being
plagued with regrets, Dr. Douglas viewed the future with optimism.

Evacuating Remaining Patients and Closing the
Quarantine Station

In August, the authorities began to wonder what to do with
all the sick and convalescent emigrants when the navigation season
ended in late October. Should they be kept on the island and pro-
vided with suitable accommodations for the winter or be hospital-
ized in Québec City? In early October, when several hundred emi-
grants were still on the island and other ships were expected to
arrive, the authorities decided, at the suggestion of the medical
superintendent, to evacuate around 400 sick and convalescent
patients to Montréal every week. People whose life would be endan-
gered by the journey were taken to the Marine and Emigrant
Hospital in Québec City.

By October 12, there were only about 400 emigrants left at
Grosse ile. In preparation for closing the station at the end of the
month, the medical superintendent convinced the authorities to
leave the island under the supervision of four caretakers during the
winter on account of the many buildings located there. By October 21,















Quarantine Period

Although several vessels were quarantined for over 20 days
at Grosse ile in 1847, most were detained for no more than about
6 days. Such a short quarantine period may be attributed to the
exceptionally large influx of emigrants in 1847. The station authorities
were overworked, and many ships were released from quarantine
rapidly to make way for the ever-increasing number of incoming
vessels.

The time ships spent in quarantine does not reflect how
long emigrants stayed at the station. In accordance with regulations
adopted in July, healthy emigrants had to be detained either for
20 days or for 7 days after the last case of illness was detected on
their ship. They were then taken directly to Québec City or Montréal
aboard steamers chartered for that purpose.

Owing to the lack of facilities on the island, emigrants were
often kept there for less than the official quarantine period, with the
result that many fell ill after leaving Grosse ile and reaching Québec
City, Montréal or cities and towns elsewhere in Canada, or while
travelling on ships to various destinations in the colony. For the time
being, we are unable to determine how long sick emigrants were
usually hospitalized at Grosse ile.

Number of Sick Passengers on Ships

Based on data concerning the number of deaths that
occurred during the crossing and the number of sick that were on
the ships when they reached the quarantine station, it is clear that
vessels from Liverpool and Cork had some of the highest disease and
death rates. In contrast, emigrant ships from German ports, although
often just as overcrowded, usually arrived with relatively healthy
passengers and stopped at Grosse ile only long enough to be
inspected (Table 5).

These observations tend to confirm statements made by
Douglas and Buchanan at the end of the 1847 season. In their
opinion, the high sickness and death rates of 1847 were not only
attributable to overcrowding; unsanitary conditions and lack of food
on vessels, but to emigrants’ state of health prior to departure and
to the fact that some were already harbouring certain diseases. Ships
from Liverpool and Cork transported mainly Irish emigrants,
already seriously weakened by famine.









Number of Sick Employees

For the time being, it is difficult to determine exactly how
many people worked on Grosse fle at different times during the
season. Based on certain data, we know that 13 physicians assisted
Dr. Douglas in late June and that the medical personnel, comprising
hospital stewards, nurses and orderlies, totalled 77. Obviously, this
does not take into account the many other employees assigned to
various tasks, such as police officers, cooks, carters, sailors and
domestics.

Station personnel also included soldiers, civilian Commis-
sariat employees, and emigration and customs office staff. Sutlers?
and their employees were present as well, not to mention contrac-
tors and the many workers involved in the intense construction
activity of 1847. Lastly, we must not forget the many Anglican and
Roman Catholic clergy who took turns providing spiritual assistance
to the emigrants, a service that was highly appreciated, particularly
by the Irish. :

According to a record of illness among Grosse fle person-
nel, 320 employees fell ill in 1847 (Table 12). However, this is
probably only a very small proportion of the total number of people
who worked at the quarantine station that year. Although most were
likely recruited in the Québec City region, many were also hired
among the emigrants themselves.

An Expensive Season

The operation of the quarantine station entailed a total
investment of £ 45 342.14 in 1847, nearly 27 percent of the colony's
total emigration expenditures for the year (Table 13). Obviously,
expenditures related to running the hospitals and the sheds for
convalescent and healthy emigrants accounted for a large share,
i.e. around 46 percent. '

To a large extent, it was in 1847 that Grosse ile’s emigrant
reception infrastructure was developed. While at the beginning of
the season, the station was able to accommodate 200 sick and con-
valescent patients and 800 people under medical observation, by the
end of the summer, it had room for 2000 sick people, 300 conva-
lescents and 3500 healthy people.

2. Persons responsible for supplying food and beverages.
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This is the general sequence of events that we have been
able to establish using the documents found thus far. They will be
presented in much more detail in the following pages, which focus
not only on the major events at Grosse ile in 1847 but also on the
ordinary day-to-day activities of that very unusual season. We must
reiterate that since this book is not a critical analysis, it would be
futile to seek comprehensive questions and definite answers in it.
The sole objective of our research over the past few years has been
to establish, once and for all,. what really happened during the
six-month period that has inspired so many legends. We hope,
therefore, that readers will approach our work from this perspective
alone.

Regardless of the very grim statistics for 1847, particularly
with respect to sickness and death among both emigrants and
station employees, and despite errors, indecision, haste and even
attempts by certain individuals to profit from the situation, the
Grosse Ile quarantine station witnessed outstanding humanitarian
efforts by men and women who strove to relieve suffering of an
extent that defies the imagination. '





























































FRIDAY,
FEBRUARY 19, 1847

Dr. George M. Douglas, medical superintendent of the Grosse ile quar-
antine station, began to prepare for the coming navigation season. All
reports indicated that the season would witness a large influx of emi-
grants and an increase in the number of sick people needing accom-
modation on the island. Therefore, Douglas asked the Governor
General to announce quarantine regulations and to organize the
inspection and detention centre on Grosse Ile without delay. The
medical éuperintendent reminded the Governor General that numer-
ous sick and dying emigrants had arrived in Canada in 1832, a year
after the failure of harvests in Ireland.

Douglas anticipated another, but much larger, influx of sick and
dying emigrants in 1847, given the famine that had been ravaging
Ireland for some time. He noted that an even greater number of poor
and needy would land on Canadian shores owing to the measures taken
by the Americans to prevent emigrants from disembarking in U.S. ports.
In his opinion, appropriations of at least £ 3000 would have to be ear-
marked for quarantine expenditures in 1847.

Dr. Douglas requested permission to invite tenders for steamer
service between Grosse Ile and Québec City. In addition, he sought autho-
rization to hire a managing director, or “steward,” for the hospital at
3s. 6p. a day. About two years earlier, when there were not very many
patients in hospital, the medical superintendent had entrusted the
duties of apothecary and steward to a single person. For the past year,
however, the apothecary had been required to devote all his time and
energy to preparing medicine and administering it to the sick (See
Executive. Council committee’s recommendation of March 8.)
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MONDAY,
MARCH 8, 1847

An Executive Council committee, which was responsible for advising
the Governor General on administrative decisions, recommended the
approval of the requests made by Douglas on February 19 regarding
the announcement of quarantine regulations and the implementation
of measures for opening the Grosse ile quarantine station. The com-
mittee specified, however, that no expenditures should be incurred for
hiring a hospital steward unless absolutely necessary. (The Governor
General ratified this decision on March 10.)

The medical superintendent requested additional wages for the months
of April, November and December of each year. Previously, he had
been remunerated for his services at Grosse fle for only part of the
year, i.e. from May to October, or during the navigation season.
Dr. Douglas pointed out that, in April, he hired police officers, boatmen
and nurses, looked after supplies, chartered a steamer and so forth,
while in November and December, he paid employees’ wages, closed
the books for the season and wrote an annual report. He could not
carry out other professional duties during those periods. He also said
that, on account of the health risks associated with his work and to pro-
vide for the material needs of his family, he had to take out a life insur-
ance policy of £ 1000, whose premiums cost him 20 percent of his
annual salary. In addition, he had to have a house in Québec City.
Lastly, Douglas stressed that, for the past seven years, he had been per-
forming single-handed the duties previously entrusted to five people.
(See answer of March 30.)

THURSDAY,
MARCH 11, 1847

Public Works commissioners approved work that Dr. Douglas had said
was necessary at Grosse ile, notably, the completion of the wharf. They
requested that the sum of £ 250 be placed at his disposal, and entrusted
him with supervising and approving the work. (On March 24, the
Executive Council committee recommended that this expenditure be
authorized.)
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WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 17, 1847

Tenders were invited for a steamer to make one trip per week between
Québec City and Grosse fle. The deadline for receiving bids was April 10.

SATURDAY,
MARCH 27, 1847

It was officially announced that quarantine regulations would be
enforced for the next eight months. These regulations. identified the
location of the quarantine facility and specified which ships would have
to stop there. They also established quarantine procedures at Grosse fle
and in Québec City, and defined the roles and responsibilities of the
personnel involved, including the medical superintendent, the harbour
master for the port of Québec, the boarding officer and the police. In
addition, the regulations included certain provisions pertaining to
merchants, sutlers and grocers working on the island, outlined the
responsibilities of pilots and passengers and established ship disinfec-
tion procedures. Additional regulations were announced on June 4.

A hurricane destroyed a section of the wharf under construction in the
western part of Grosse {le. The news was related by William Patton,
the person responsible for building the wharf.

TUESDAY,
MARCH 30, 1847

A report by the Executive Council committee, approved by the
Governor General, recommended that medical superintendent
Douglas, who received £ 50 per month in summer, also be paid a
salary for April, November and December, when he wrapped up the
activities of the past season and prepared for those of the next.
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THURSDAY,
APRIL 15, 1847

A tender offering the services of the steamer St. George, submitted by
W. Stevenson, was accepted. This boat would provide transportation
between Grosse ile and Québec City when the quarantine station was
open, at a cost of £ 17 10s. per trip, or £ 449 for the entire season. In
addition, in accordance with the wish expressed by Dr. Douglas and
Dr. Parant, inspecting physician for the port of Québec, a sailing ship
would be chartered for no more than £ 50 for the season.

FRIDAY,
APRIL 23, 1847

A reader of the Canadien sent a letter to the editor about the antici-
pated arrival of emigrants in 1847. Signing himself simply “A Citizen,"
he reminded the editor that Ireland and Scotland would be casting their
starving and dying on our shores within a few weeks. He said that a
serious crisis was imminent and wondered who was going to deal with
it. According to recent reports, the number of emigrants would be
three, if not four, times higher than in previous years. What would
become of Québec City and Montréal, he asked, if as was probably the
case, these newcomers brought the germs of contagious diseases with
them? Steps had to be taken to avoid a repetition of the disaster of
1832; otherwise, unfortunate emigrants would be dying on the wharves
and in the streets again.

The reader proposed six measures that might avert another human
catastrophe:

1. All emigrants, whether they were sick or not, should be required to
disembark at Grosse ile and stay there for eight days.

2. The emigration agent should have his office at Grosse {le in 1847.

3. Emigrants headed for western Canada or the United States should
not be allowed to land in Québec City or Montréal, but should be
picked up by steamer at Grosse {le and taken to the Lachine Canal.
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4. All emigrants who insisted on disembarking in Québec City or
Montréal should be forewarned that they would not be allowed to
deal with the emigration agent.

5. The government should be prépared to erect temporary shelters, or
“sheds,” for 10000 to 20000 emigrants on Grosse fle, if necessary.
Although there was no need to incur such expenditures or even to
buy the necessary materials beforehand, steps should be taken to
find out where workers, planks, beams, nails and so forth could be
obtained within the space of 24 hours.

6. If a large number of emigrants arrived at Grosse fle, a medical assis-
tant should be sent to the island to ensure that no one suffering from
a contagious illness boarded ships for Québec City or Montréal, or -
even left Grosse le.

THURSDAY,
APRIL 29, 1847

The civil secretary informed Dr. Parant and Father Charles-Félix
Cazeau, secretary of the archdiocese, that a Catholic missionary would
be posted to Grosse ile again in 1847.

FRIDAY,
APRIL 30, 1847

Dr. Parant and Dr. Douglas signed an agreement, on behalf of the gov-
ernment, chartering the steamboat St. George for one trip per week
between Québec City and Grosse fle from March 1 to October 31.
Under the agreement, which was concluded before Archibald
Campbell, a Québec City notary, the steamer could be used for trans-
porting passengers, merchandise and provisions.
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WEDNESDAY,
MAY 26, 1847

Three more “hospital sheds” were under construction. In addition,
plans were being made to reserve the east end of Grosse ile for
convalescents leaving hospital.

Emigration agent A. C. Buchanan informed the Governor General
about the situation on the island, which he had left the night before.
He reported that the vessels already there had a large number of sick
passengers, many of whom were obliged to remain on board since the
station’s hospitals were full. Steps were taken immediately to erect new
hospitals. Thirty ships, carrying over 10000 people, were moored off
the quarantine station; more than 400 of their passengers had died prior
to the vessels’ arrival. A total of 660 people had been admitted to hos-
pital, and of that number, at least 43 were dead. Since Sunday, May 23,
3000 passengers had reached the port of Québec. According to
Buchanan, most were joining friends. Douglas requested that troops be
sent to the island to help maintain order among the emigrants, all of
whom would have to be taken ashore and disinfected before being
authorized to proceed to Québec City.

Dr. John Benson died from typhus at about age 45. This physician,
from Castle Comer, Ireland, was a surgeon aboard the Wandsworth,
which put in at Grosse ile on May 19. He had offered to stay at the
quarantine station to help Dr. Douglas attend the sick.

According to the Quebec Gazette, 35 vessels were anchored off
Grosse [le. The newspaper also reported that over 50 orphans were
already at the station, and said it hoped that the government would take
charge of these children.

One burial was recorded in the register of the Protestant chapel.
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The Executive Council accepted Douglas’ proposal of May 25 to dis-
embark healthy emigrants on Cliff Island and to send 50 soldiers to
Grosse ile to maintain order.

One captain’s tent, 8 hospital tents and 266 Flanders tents were
requisitioned for Grosse le.

Dr. Parant drew up a list of supplies needed for the hospitals at the
quarantine station, including medicine, medical instruments, tools, sta-
tionery, coffin construction materials and a cart for hauling water and
transporting bodies to the cemetery.

Summary of an eyewitness account by John Roberts, an emigrant
aboard the Clio, which had been anchored off Grosse ile all night:

Around 5:00 a.m., Roberts went on deck to view the sur-
rounding countryside; he made out several houses, a hospital and
soldiers’ barracks on the island. Thirty-six vessels, including
barques and brigs, were anchored in the St. Lawrence. Most of
their passengers were Irish or Scottish and many were sick.
Roberts mentioned that 50 people had been buried on the island
the day before, and that 25 others had died in hospital and
several on board ship that day. He also said that recent reports
about the situation at the quarantine station were truly horrible.

Around 3:00 p.m., a physician boarded the Clio, and all pas-
sengers were ordered to line up on deck in front of the main mast.
After counting the passengers, the doctor went down into the
ship's hold and then returned, saying that he was satisfied with
the situation. He announced that he would come back the next
day to release the ship from quarantine. Sailors took ashore a
child who had died the day before; they brought a bit of snow
with them when they returned.

The Quebec Mercury informed its readers that a large number of tents
would be delivered to Grosse ile to house healthy passengers placed
in quarantine. These passengers would be sent to neighbouring Cliff
Island to prevent them from coming into contact with sick emigrants.

According to the Quebec Mercury, 25 emigrant ships were anchored off
Grosse {le.

Nine burials were recorded in the register of the Protestant chapel.
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Medical superintendent Douglas reported that sick emigrants contin-
ued to throng to the quarantine station. Since Saturday, he had brought
420 more sick passengers ashore and placed them in tents, sheds and
the island's two chapels. All available buildings were crowded with
patients and no more passengers could land. There were 1050 sick
people on the island, but far too few nurses and cooks to look after
them. Douglas added that the lower classes of Irish were so afraid of
fever that they readily abandoned their closest relatives, without even
trying to help them and without any remorse.

According to the medical superintendent, the four doctors who had
come to assist him were so exhausted and disgusted by what they had
to do to care for these people, who were often filthy, that they refused
to stay at the quarantine station unless their salary was increased to
25s. per day. Douglas recommended that they be granted the raise. At
the time, 40 ships were anchored off the island, over an area nearly
two miles long, and the medical superintendent wanted to hire two
assistants to visit them. His health was already seriously impaired and
he could no longer carry out the never-ending task of inspecting the
vessels on his own.

The Executive Council committee, on learning about the presence of
over 12000 emigrants, many of whom were sick, at the Grosse ile quar-
antine station, recommended the adoption of a proposal put forward
by emigration agent A. C. Buchanan. The latter had suggested that a
commission of three doctors be sent to the island to inquire into the
nature and prevalence of the diseases diagnosed there and to deter-
mine the best way of checking their progress and preventing them
from spreading.

A. C. Buchanan and Dr. Douglas hired another small steamboat, also
known as the St. George, owned by Mr. Poiré and Mr. Barras, two nav-
igators from Pointe-Lévy. For £ 12 a day, they would have access to
this boat either in Québec City or at Grosse Ile, and could use it from
“dawn to dusk” for as long as necessary.

According to the Quebec Gazette, the latest reports from Grosse ite were
alarming. There were 1300 sick people on the island and about
13000 passengers on the vessels in quarantine. Death and hunger were
as prevalent as in Ireland. One hundred children were now orphans
at the station. '
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. TUESDAY,
JUNE 1, 1847

A shed, measuring 150 feet long by 25 feet wide, was under construc-
tion at Grosse {le. Another 100-foot building was being prefabricated
in Québec City and was supposed to be shipped to the island.

Two more doctors arrived at the quarantine station. The deputy
commissary general also went there to determine how his department
could assist the emigrants.

The Executive Council committee approved various relief measures for
the emigrants at Grosse {le. It recommended that the commissary gen-
eral be asked to provide supplies for them and that the east end of
Grosse ile, like Cliff Island, be used for housing healthy people. The
committee also recommended that barges from Québec City be autho-
rized totravel to Grosse {le to pick up rigging and merchandise for local
merchants from the ships anchored there. It stipulated, however, that
these goods could be transferred to the barges only once the emigrants
had disembarked.

Henceforth, emigrants would be authorized to proceed to Québec
City and their final destination on steamers hired for that purpose after
spending 10 days in quarantine on Grosse ile or 15 days in quarantine
on board ship. All ships would have to be fumigated before a customs
officer on the island could issue a permit for them to continue on to
Québec City. The Executive Council committee also approved the con-
struction of sheds for 2000 sick people and the use of another small
steamboat for bringing the sick ashore.

Father Taschereau noted an improvement in the situation at
Grosse ile. Most of the ships at the station had been visited by
a priest and, in general, there were few sick aboard, except on
one of the vessels, where Father McDonnell had spent seven
hours. Taschereau himself had visited 10 ships that day, two of
which had no sick on board, a situation the passengers attribut-
ed to the care provided by the captains. The Elizabeth was the
filthiest vessel of all, and the missionary stressed the complaints
he had heard about the captain’s hard-heartedness. Priests had-
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already spent over 12 hours aboard the Agres, and, in Tasche-
reau’s opinion, they would have to spend as many more unless
the situation improved. The captain, who was already sick, and
all the passengers were in danger of dying.

To save time, Taschereau and Father McGauran agreed to
reorganize the activities of the Catholic priests: two would visit
the hospitals and three the ships, while the remaining priest
would look after and record the burials and be available for emer-
gencies. Taschereau also expressed his hope that Father
McDevitt would recover and stay at Grosse fle.

Summary of an eyewitness account of the situation at Grosse ile
by Alexander Mitchell, captain of the Argo (from a letter written
on Grosse Ile and published in the Quebec Morning Chronicle on
June 4):

Mitchell affirmed that the situation was deteriorating daily.

— Owing to a lack of room on the island, no sick passengers had

been removed from his ship, or from several other vessels. He
noted that about 35 ships, with at least 12000 emigrants aboard,
were waiting at the quarantine station. There were several cases
of typhus on his vessel, and five of his crew members were infect-
ed. He could not count on the medical assistance of Dr. Douglas,
even though the latter was doing his utmost under the circum-
stances. Mitchell feared that famine would make matters worse,
given that many emigrants had nothing to eat other than the
pound of bread provided by their ship. Nineteen of his passengers
had already died.

The Quebec Mercury reported that at least 13000 emigrants were at
Grosse fle, and of that number, 12000 were still afloat. There was not
enough room at the quarantine station even for all the sick, who
totalled 1500. In addition, the vessels were starting to run out of food.
The newspaper said, however, that there was no cause for alarm since
the most prevalent disease was dysentery, not typhus. The author of
the article praised Douglas for his unflagging efforts, noting that he
needed more personnel. Meanwhile, in Québec City, Buchanan was
trying to prepare for all possible contingencies. He had already
chartered another steamer, the St. George, to meet Douglas’ needs. He
had also hired Dr. Jackson to care for the emigrants in the sheds in
Québec City.

Anglican baptism of Rosanne Conway, born May 23 to William
Conway, a labourer, and Maria McGhee, from County Kilkenny,
Ireland. The Reverend Charles Forest drew up the baptismal certificate.
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THURSDAY,

JUNE 3, 1847

The Governor General informed medical supefintendent Douglas that
relief measures had been adopted for the emigrants at Grosse ile. The
east end of the island was to be used for the reception of healthy emi-
grants, while Cliff Island, originally reserved for that purpose, would
be evacuated. Healthy passengers, after being quarantined for 10 days
on shore or for 15 days on board ship, would be authorized to proceed
to their destination on steamers sent to Grosse {le. The ocean-going
vessels would have to be fumigated before continuing their journey.
Sheds capable of lodging 2000 sick people were to be built and a small
steamer used for disembarking the sick.

Father E.-A. Taschereau informed the Archbishop of Québec that
the Catholic chapel had been occupied since the day before by
sick passengers from the Agnes, “the most plague-ridden ship of
all and in danger of losing everyone aboard.” [Translation] The
large tent erected by Douglas behind the sacristy for saying Mass
housed other sick people from the same vessel. Henceforth, the
Catholic priests celebrated Mass in the sacristy amidst the moans
of the dying. Fifty people had been buried on June 2 and 86 on
June 3. '

Taschereau repeated the comments of a captain of one of the
vessels to Archbishop Signay: “It would be better to simply send
a battery of artillery from Québec City to sink these ships to the
bottom, than to let all these poor people suffer such a slow,
agonizing death. Unless the situation improved, everyone will
perish.” [Translation]. Some captains confided to the priests that
three to ten times more passengers had died on board their
vessels since they arrived at the quarantine station than during
the voyage across the ocean.

In Taschereau’s opinion, the situation was hopeless for many
emigrants, who breathed the foul air of the between decks,
walked on floors littered with refuse, ate unwholesome food and
drank dirty water. Most slept on planks or a few filthy wisps of
straw. After a month and a half on board, many emigrants were
still wearing the same clothes and shoes they had on when they
first embarked; moreover, they had been wearing them day and
night. Taschereau had seen people whose socks were so stuck
to their feet that he was unable to anoint them.

Father McGauran complained of weakness and went to bed
with a high fever. Dr. Douglas recommended that he be sent to
Québec City the next day. Taschereau himself and Father William
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Moylan offered to stay longer at the quarantine station. Father
McGuirk, who was in charge of most of the hospitals, displayed
admirable, although perhaps, excessive zeal, since he was
exhausted.

A large number of orphans were now at Grosse ile and, unfor-
tunately, the station authorities had no alternative but to entrust
them to a few mothers and give the latter money for food.
According to Taschereau, most of these children would die like
the others. He described the apathy of some emigrants, caused
by too much suffering and misfortune. Several appeared indif-
ferent to the dead bodies beside them. '

The Quebec Mercury noted an improvement in the situation of emi-
grants who had received medical treatment on Grosse ile. However,
there were still a great many sick people on the vessels. The newspa-
per questioned certain changes in the quarantine station’s modus
operandi. Apparently, healthy emigrants would now be offered a choice
of being quarantined for 10 days on land or for 15 days on board ship.
Since Cliff Island would no longer be used for accommodating healthy
emigrants because it was impossible to pitch tents there, the east end
of Grosse fle would be prepared for that purpose. Bringing both healthy
and sick passengers ashore would make it possible to fumigate the
ships, which could then be authorized to pursue their journey. A
customs officer would be stationed at Grosse {le to give emigrants per-
mission to proceed to their destination in Canada. After healthy emi-
grants were released from quarantine, they would be taken directly
to Montréal aboard steamers. Sheds capable of housing over
2000 sick people were supposed to be built on Grosse ile within the
near future.

Seven burials were recorded in the register of the Protestant chapel.

FRIDAY,
JUNE 4, 1847

Additional quarantine regulations were announced by the Governor
General. Essentially, they stipulated that a detachment of troops, com-
manded by an officer, would be integrated into the quarantine station’s
staff. These soldiers, who would be under the authority of the medi-
cal superintendent, were to help the police officers already stationed
at Grosse fle to enforce the Quarantine Act and its attendant regula-
tions. They were to use all necessary means, including force and armed
intervention, to oblige vessels subject to the Act to anchor at Grosse le
and comply with the quarantine measures. In accordance with the new
legislation, the soldiers were to allow passengers to re-embark only
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when the medical superintendent so authorized; the latter could grant
such permission only after ensuring that ships, luggage and passengers
had been thoroughly disinfected and that there were no longer any
cases of contagious illness on board. The soldiers would also be respon-
sible for helping to maintain order among healthy emigrants.

Dr. McGrath was reported to have fallen ill from fatigue and exhaus-
tion.

The medical commission left for Grosse ile aboard the St. George and
was not expected to return until the following evening at the earliest.
It was anticipated that bad weather would impede the commission’s
investigation.

Based on an eyewitness account of the situation at Grosse ile, the
Canadien wrote that the illnesses encountered on the ships were not
contagious, but resulted mainly from the filthy conditions in the
vessels’ between decks. Such conditions in turn stemmed from the
greed of navigation company agents and shipowners. Nevertheless,
sickness and death rates were gradually falling, and steamers were to
be sent to the island to take healthy emigrants to Montréal. Sick emi-
grants or those whose health was in doubt would be left at Grosse {le
and placed in the island’s hospitals, sheds or tents.

The Canadien noted that there were at least 1100 sick people at the
quarantine station and that 700 to 800 had died aboard ship and on land
since the beginning of the season. It also mentioned that the govern-
ment had appointed a commission of three doctors to suggest appro-
priate health measures. At the time, seven Catholic priests were
working on Grosse {le, but two were supposed to return to Québec City
in the near future. An emigration agent and a customs officer left to
spend the summer on the island in order to accelerate the departure
of disinfected vessels and send emigrants who did not want to stay in
the Québec City region on to Montréal.

According to the Journal de Québec, the Commissariat had announced
that it would receive tenders until June 5 for the daily or regular
supply of a sufficient quantity of bread and fresh beef for the emigrants
at Grosse ile for the duration of the navigation season. The newspa-
per also mentioned that Dr. Parant, inspecting physician for the port
of Québec, had announced that 20 well-paid nursing positions were
available on the island.
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in a pitiful state and would eventually appeal to Buchanan's
department for help.

Father Louis Huot, parish priest of Sainte-Foy, and Father Félix-Séverin
Bardy, curate at Cacouna, arrived at Grosse fle.

Dr. J. Painchaud, Dr. G. W. Campbell and Dr. R. L. McDonnell, the
three members of the medical commission appointed to inquire into
the situation at the Grosse ile quarantine station and the state of the
emigrants detained there, submitted their report to the government
authorities. The report was published in the Journal of the Legislative
Assembly of the Province of Canada. Although the journal did not spec-
ify the date on which the report was prepared, it was probably written
on June 7 or perhaps June 6, based on when the events mentioned
therein occurred. Essentially, the physicians recommended the
following: ‘

1. The number of policemen should be increased from 6 to 10, given
that the soldiers had been ordered by their officers to keep away
from the areas occupied by sick emigrants and to limit their activities
to maintaining order among the healthy.

2. All sick passengers on board ship should be disembarked, since mor-
tality rates were significantly higher among people confined to
vessels than among those in hospital. All workers on the island, as
well as the sailors and craftsmen from the ships, should be assigned
to erecting tents for these passengers, and the small steam-powered-
ferryboat used to bring them ashore.

3. The number of doctors should be increased from 6 to 12 since, at
the time, a single physician was sometimes required to care for up
to 450 patients at once. All doctors should be paid 5 piastres per day,
with rations. The commission also recommended that the number
of boats be increased and that two doctors be placed in charge of
daily visits to the sick on board the ships.

4. Fifty more nurses should be recruited immediately, at 3 louis per
month with rations, through public notices and announcements
placed in Québec City and Montréal newspapers. Twenty domestics
should also be hired at the same salary.

5. Healthy emigrants on ships that had already been quarantined for
several days should not be detained for the entire period currently
prescribed by the Executive Council’s regulations, but be allowed to
embark on the steamboats that had just arrived from Québec City.
The purpose of this recommendation was to rapidly reduce the very
high number of emigrants at the quarantine station.
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The Archbishop said that many emigrants, fortunate enough
to leave Grosse Ile in good health, soon fell ill in Québec City or
Montréal. The hospitals in these two cities were crowded with
patients and could not offer the necessary services. Amid the
confusion, it was impossible to determine exactly how many
orphans and families were now doomed to depend on public
charity. Even those emigrants who Iescaped illness were poorly
equipped to fulfil the dreams that had brought them to the
shores of the St. Lawrence. Unable to find work, most lacked the
resources they needed to achieve a comfortable, prosperous
position.

According to the Canadien, people returning from Grosse ile brought
news that outraged and alarmed the public. The number of sick was
increasing rapidly, and they were detained in filthy conditions on board
the ships. They received almost no treatment and often died of hunger.
Some people even claimed that passengers were dragged on deck and
thrown overboard when they were barely dead. The newspaper added
that, despite the goodwill of the emigration agent and the quarantine
officers, many sick emigrants were still landing in Québec City, where
they were crowded into the Marine Hospital.

According to the Quebec Gazette, the Marine Hospital was admitting
more and more sick emigrants from the vessels arriving from
Grosse fle. To support its claims, the newspaper mentioned that six
passengers had been taken to hospital from the Blonde, which had come
in the night before (June 8), and that five others had been admitted
that morning. It also reported that five of the 1000 passengers crammed
into the steamer Canada had died on their way to Montréal. According
to the same newspaper, Father McGauran was at the General Hospital,
after returning from Grosse ile with typhus. It also mentioned that
50 nurses and 20 orderlies were being recruited to work at the island’s
hospitals for £ 3 per month, with rations.

Death of John Robinson, a carpenter aboard the Agnes, at age 21.
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THURSDAY,

JULY 1, 1847 -

According to the Quebec Mercury, the Reverend George Mackie, a
Protestant clergyman from the diocese of Québec, returned to Québec
City after spending a week at Grosse fle. He was replaced by the

. Reverend Richard Lonsdell, minister of St. Paul's chapel. The Reverend

John Torrance, Anglican rector of Pointe-Lévy, had worked on the
island prior to Mackie. The Reverend Edward G. Sutton was still
stationed at the quarantine facility.

The Quebec Mercury reported that a third hospital was finished and that
some of the sick from the quarantined ships and small tents had been
transferred there. The newspaper also mentioned that two other hos-
pitals would be erected that week. Workers were coming from Québec
City to build cooking facilities.

The Quebec Mercury also reported that the medical superintendent was
taking steps to ensure that the operation of the quarantine station
would be controlled more effectively. The small tents were being
removed and the upper berths in the sheds dismantled. The author of
the article mentioned that there was a steady improvement in the gen-
eral state of health of passengers arriving at the time. All healthy emi-
grants from the Progress, the Junior and the W. S. Hamilton were housed
at the east end of the island.

The Quebec Mercury indicated that Drs. Dease, Dickinson, Malhiot,
Fenwick and Jameson had returned sick from the quarantine station.
In addition, it reported that Father Robson, a member of the Catholic
clergy, had died on July 1 from typhus, contracted while kindly attend-
ing the sick at Grosse ile. All the other priests who had come down
with the disease while working on the island were doing well, includ-
ing Father Montminy and Father Roy. As for Mr. Symes and Dr.
McGrath, they were both on the road to recovery, and the latter would
return to work in a few days. The Reverend G. Mackie left Grosse fle
after spending a week there helping the Reverend E. G. Sutton, the only
Protestant minister at the quarantine station. '
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1. Strict measures should be taken to ensure that emigrants arriving
at Grosse {le were clean. All passengers and their clothing should
be washed; feather beds should be emptied, aired and cleaned, and
mattress covers should be thoroughly washed.

2. Emigrants should not be overcrowded on the steamers; for example,
no more than 600 passengers should be embarked on the largest
boats.

3. Steamers without an upper deck should not be used to transport
emigrants on the St. Lawrence River.

4. The embarking of emigrants should be supervised by a qualified
medical officer to prevent sick people or doubtful cases from boarding
unnoticed.

5. Emigrants should be separated into three groups that should be iso-
lated from one another both on Grosse fle and on the steamers going
to Montréal:

a) healthy emigrants from ships without any cases of illness;

b) healthy emigrants from ships on which disease had broken out;
and

c) convalescent emigrants.

6. Steamers transporting ernigrants should be scheduled so that only
one boat reached Montréal per day.

The Executive Council committee approved the request made by Dr.
Douglas on July 7 that funds be provided to hire a new sailboat and
pay for expenses related to burying the dead and transporting wood
and water on the island.

According to the Canadien, the recent arrival of fine weather had
helped to relieve the suffering of the sick emigrants in the sheds on
Grosse Ile: «The death rate, which had suddenly shot up, has now
abated somewhat.» [Translation]

The Quebec Mercury announced that 16 ships were anchored at
Grosse ile. Three others had left the quarantine station for the port of
Québec.

Six burials were recorded in the register of the Protestant chapel.
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In contrast to the situation on the ships, there seemed to be
sufficient food on the island, but it was poorly distributed; the
priest mentioned that he had been obliged to take meat away
from a typhus patient, to whom it was not supposed to be served.
Some effort was made to keep the new buildings and the hospital
clean, but this was hardly the case in the old sheds and the tents,
where the air was foul with the smell of excrement left in
unemptied chamber pots.

Sick people lay for a long time one beside the other, often two
or three to a bed. Apparently, the corpses of those who died were
not removed until morning, even when it meant that the body
was left overnight in a bed shared by another patient. As well,
men and women were often placed in the same quarters,
without regard for their sex. In the old hospital, patients were
given plenty of liquids to drink; elsewhere, however, and
especially in the tents and old sheds, this service was greatly
neglected and very often the priests took it upon themselves to
give patients something to drink.

At the time of Father Moylan’s first visit, in May, sick people
on the ships were given almost no medical attention. On some
vessels, the sick had to wait four or five days before seeing a
doctor. These people could have at least been allowed to dis-
embark and stay in tents, which were not lacking at the time.
Because these sick people were not taken ashore, the mortality
rate on the ships was twice as high as that on the island. It was
only at the end of June that all sick passengers were systemati-
cally given permission to land.

Father Moylan was of the opinion that, in general, the emi-
grants had not been given suitable care by the ships’ captains
and crews. Insufficient food and poor hygienic conditions had
aggravated the risk of disease breaking out on the vessels. Most
of those he had visited were in a disgusting state: filth had accu-
mulated on the floor of the holds and, in some cases, chamber
pots had not been emptied for several days. He also noticed that
beds were extremely dirty and full of vermin.

Burials were performed without delay on Grosse lle. Father
Moylan recalled that, at the time of his first visit, the graves were
not deep enough; coffins were piled one on top of the other and
the uppermost ones were covered with scarcely a foot and a half
of earth. By the end of June, there had been some improvement
in this respect. The cemetery was only about two hundred yards
away from the hospital and it was simply a matter of luck so far
that the infection had not spread. '
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There was a sutler selling provisions onthe island, and his
prices for the emigrants were much higher than those charged
in Québec City. Milk supplies came in part from the parish of
‘Saint-Thomas-de-Montmagny on the south shore and in part
from Dr. Douglas’ farm, which covered most of the level land on
the island. However, Father Moylan did not know the price of
milk sold to the emigrants. He commented that Dr. Douglas had
shouldered such enormous responsibilities that it was impossible
for him to carry them out satisfactorily. Furthermore, several of
the abuses observed during the season could have been avoided
if the medical superintendent had been responsible solely for
managing the hospital. :

Father Moylan ended his testimony with various remarks and
suggestions:

1. The new hospitals had been built much too close to one
another and to the buildings already standing; the farm would
have been a much more suitable site.

2. There should be a return to the earlier system in which one
doctor was in charge of the hospitals and an inspecting physi-
cian was responsible for visiting the ships and each of these
doctors had distinct, clearly defined duties.

3. There should always be a detachment of troops on the island
to maintain order; the six policemen who had been stationed
on the island for the past two years had not been up to the
task, especially since several of them set poor examples with
regard to drunkenness and immorality.

4. A major source of discontent among those working on the
island was the fact that Dr. Douglas had been granted the priv-
ilege of operating the farm as a private enterprise. Several
boatmen receiving government pay were employed by Dr.
Douglas on his farm when they had no work to do, without
being paid by him. The other employees wanted to obtain
similar privileges and be allowed to use government boats to
go to the mainland for their personal affairs.

5. According to all the priests and pastors who had worked on
the island, unscrupulous nurses and orderlies took money from
the sick and dying. In fact, convalescent patients sometimes
stole from fellow sufferers.

Testimony by Dr. George M. Douglas, medical superintendent of
the quarantine station, before the committee inquiring into the
management of Grosse Ile:
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Dr. Douglas replied to certain comments made by Father
Moylan before the committee. He stated that the number of sick
people on quarantined ships had never surpassed 494, i.e. the
total recorded on 19 ships on June 11. As for the lack of nurses,
Douglas stated that he had told Father Hugh McGuirk that he was
free to hire as many nurses as possible from among the healthy
passengers; high salaries had been promised. The priest’s attempts
to recruit new employees had been unsuccessful; even next of
kin abandoned one another as soon as they could. Douglas admit-
ted that keeping the sick in tents, especially in those without
floors, was not an appropriate solution. However, now that iron
_ beds were being used, the situation was much better. As for the
upper tier of beds in the sheds for healthy passengers, they had
been removed.

The medical superintendent of Grosse ile asserted that food
supplies were properly distributed on the island and that the
doctors in charge of the hospitals were capable of providing diets
that were appropriate for the sick. According to Douglas, the case
cited by Father Moylan, in which a sick person had been served
meat even though it was not allowed in his diet, had been mis-
interpreted: an inquiry among his staff had revealed that the sick
man had stolen the meat from a convalescent patient. Douglas
added that this situation occurred frequently, especially among
the poorer Irish, who were unaccustomed to meat and believed
that such food would give them strength.

At the beginning of the navigation season, the sick were over-
crowded in the old sheds, and there was a lack of order and clean-
liness. Members of the same family were put in the same bed
owing to the limited amount of room and the need to remove the
sick from the ships as quickly as possible. Douglas had given
strict orders that the bodies of the dead were to be taken to the
morgue as rapidly as could be managed. It was possible,
however, that this rule had not always been respected in the tents
where children had died. '

In the old hospital, patients had never been placed two in a
bed, except in the case of very young children, and persons of
the opposite sex were always placed in separate rooms. Because
of the shortage of nurses, it had been decided to keep families
together, either in the tents or in the new hospitals, in the hope
that this would encourage the stronger emigrants to help the
weaker.

Douglas did not doubt that certain patients may have suffered
from thirst on occasion, but he added that, as a general rule, the
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patients were given plenty of barley water and lime juice by the
nurses. The doctors in charge of the hospitals had been told to
provide the sick with cooling drinks and to keep them clean, since
these measures were more effective than medicine against the
diseases encountered at the quarantine station.

No ship with sick passengers on board had ever had to wait
for more than five days before being visited by a doctor. Except
when the weather was exceptionally bad, Douglas himself had
visited each vessel at least once a day. Dr. Jacques, Dr. Fenwick
and Dr. Allen, as well as other physicians, had also taken turns
making daily visits to the ships in another boat. The lack of facil-
ities on land (accommodations other than tents were needed)
meant that the sick were better off on board the vessels than in
the tents, contrary to the assertions of Father Moylan. On the
ships, sick people had a chance of being cared for by their friends,
who could not desert them; they were protected from bad weather
and had access to cooking areas. It is true that the bodies of the
dead were left for a while in their bunks, since the passengers and
crew members sometimes refused to carry them away. The
captains were then obliged to remove them on their own. Douglas
had been told that in certain cases, boat hooks had to be used
to pull out the bodies, since even close relatives refused to touch
them.

The present site of the cemetery, a six-acre field, was the only
place on the west end of the island where the soil was deep enough
for coffins to be buried. At first, the corpses carried off the ships
were buried by those who transported them. But the graves dug
on these occasions had proven to be too shallow and now six
men were regularly assigned to the task of burying the coffins in
five- to six-foot-deep graves. It had been demonstrated that even
six inches of soil over a body was sufficient to prevent any ema-
nations from escaping. Since the beginning of the season,
Douglas had made it quite clear to the Catholic priests and
Protestant clergymen that responsibility for proper, decent
burials lay entirely with them; they could refuse any burial that
did not meet their requirements without having to check with the
medical superintendent.

The sutler selling provisions on the island had the right to ask
passengers for 15 percent more than what was charged in
Québec City. This had been in the terms of his contract since
1832, and the price lists were approved by the chief emigration
agent every spring. All supplies were sold to the hospitals and
island employees at Québec City prices. Up to that time, all the
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milk produced on Grosse ile’s farm had been provided to the
patients in the hospitals at a cost of 3s. per quart. In June, a
contract for additional milk supplies at 4.5s. per quart had been
signed with a farmer at Saint~-Thomas-de-Montmagny. Since then,
the Commissariat Department had taken charge of expenditures
for provisions and had negotiated contracts for all hospital sup~
plies, including milk. At no time had milk from the farm been sold
to the emigrants, except during September and October of the
previous year. It was given only to the sick, apart from a small
amount provided to the clergy in the morning and the evening.

A small area at the west end of the island was being used for
farming; it was a piece of swampy land that had been cleared and
drained by Dr. Douglas at his own expense over a six-year period.
Marquees and ordinary tents had been set up there for the use
of captains and cabin passengers suffering from typhus; the new
storekeeper had also set up his storehouses and ovens there. At
the east end of the island, the land had been cleared, fenced and
drained over the past six years and was used for farming. The
dry area in this sector was now completely occupied by the tents
for healthy emigrants.

The year’s problems were caused by a lack of medical per-
sonnel. Staff members often fell ill about two or three weeks after
arriving, just when they were beginning to understand what their
work entailed. This meant that Douglas had been unable to
confine his duties to supervising the hospitals, since he had been
required to visit and inspect the ships himself. Within the space
of only five weeks, 12 physicians — Drs. McGrath, Johnstone,
Fenwick, Allen, Malhiot, Dickinson, Damours, Jameson Jr., Dease,
Sauvé, Jameson Sr. and Pinet — had come down with typhus, and
two others, Dr. Robillard and Dr. Larocque, had left their duties
for different reasons. Except in the case of Dr. Jacques, Douglas
had been obliged to make do with new workers who were
unfamiliar with the routine. He mentioned that he had just hired
Mr. Aylwin, a senior medical student, and stressed the
remarkable contribution made under difficult circumstances by Mr.
Cullingford, the apothecary who had been working at the
quarantine station for the past four years. The latter’s vast
experience had proved invaluable. '

The police force of six men had been sufficient for the past
five years. Douglas stated that there was less drunkenness and
more ordef with six policemen than with 50 soldiers. In five
years, he had fired only two for alcoholism. For the past five
weeks, a detachment of troops had been stationed on Grosse le
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along with the policemen, and anyone who wanted could easi-
ly compare the sobriety and moral behaviour of the two groups.

According to the medical superintendent, the «unremunerated»
work done by boatmen on his farm was a matter between the
men and himself. For the past two years, this work had taken
very little of their time. The four boatmen had been working with
him for 10 years and seemed to be content with their lot. Comment-
ing on their «apparent lack of remuneration,» Douglas pointed
out that at least two of them received more for the work they did
at the farm than from their government jobs.

As for the theft of money from the sick and dying in the hos-
pitals, it was no doubt true that, on occasion, some nurses and
medical attendants were guilty of such acts. It was known that
the same thing happened at the Marine and Emigrant Hospital
in Québec City and at the emigrant sheds in Montréal. However,
Dr. Douglas stressed that the only people who could be
persuaded to care for the sick in times of pestilence were very
often the most unprincipled members of both sexes.

When sick passengers arrived on the island, they were
questioned by the chief hospital steward about the amount of
money they had in their possession. When possible, the steward
took this money into his keeping and noted the amount in a
special book. If the person died, the money and any personal
effects were sent to Mr. Buchanan, the emigration agent in
Québec City. During the season, sums of money may also have
been entrusted by patients to priests and pastors who had then

fallen ill and left the island; in such instances, it was difficult to
trace where the money had gone. Douglas concluded his testi-
mony by saying that cases had been reported in which the sick
were robbed by convalescing patients.

According to the Canadien, 13 vessels were anchored at Grosse {le.
They had set out with a total of 4950 passengers, but 434 had perished
during the crossing. On one ship that originally carried 550 passengers,
136 had died and the others were sick or weak.

The Quebec Mercury and the Quebec Gazette reported that, by June 30,
821 deaths had been recorded at Grosse ile; by July 13, the bodies of
715 individuals who had died aboard ship had been buried on
Grosse ile, and 2559 people had perished at sea.

The Quebec Gazette reported that the steamer St. George had arrived at
Québec City from Grosse ile with Captain Seaman and the entire crew
of the cargo ship Emma, which had been shipwrecked on June 30 after
colliding with the John Jardine, now in quarantine at Grosse {le.
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MONDAY,
JULY 19, 1847

The provincial secretary, in the name of the Governor General, autho-
rized Douglas to build additional sheds to house 2500 people in the area
for healthy emigrants at the east end of the island, as well as accom-
modations for 1000 convalescent patients. He instructed the medical
superintendent to ensure that healthy passengers disembarking from
ships with contagious or infectious diseases aboard were detained
either for 20 days or for 7 days after the last case of illness was report-
ed. Douglas was also to see that sick, convalescent and healthy emi-
grants were kept in separate areas.

A debate was held in the Legislative Assembly on the question of
lodging the emigrants in sheds, especially in Montréal. Solicitor General
Cameron stated that he had been to Grosse ile on Friday, July 16, and
that at the time, there were 3500 people on the island, 2000 of whom
were in the hospitals and 1500 at the east end. He had given the med-
ical superintendent orders to space the intervals at which emigrants
were sent on to Montréal so as to prevent congestion at the point of
arrival in that city..

Cameron also announced that stricter quarantine measures had
been decided upon; from now on, emigrants would be kept at Grosse fle
either for 20 days or for 7 days after the last case of fever was report-
ed on their ship, whichever happened first. Clothing, mattresses and
bedding were to be washed in boiling water. According to Cameron,
the risk of contagion on Grosse fle was not that serious; this was proven
by the fact that only one of the 50 soldiers billeted on the island had
fallen ill, and he had been on guard near the hospital

Another member of the Legislative Assembly, Mr. Aylwin, wanted
to know why stricter quarantine regulations had not been applied ear-
lier and, as well, what purpose Grosse ile served if in the end, it was
incapable of preventing disease from entering the country. He added
that if the quarantine station had been properly managed, Québec City
would not be trying to cope with 600 cases of typhus, as was now the
case.

Mr. Aylwin went on to say that a committee inquiring into the emi-
gration situation had reported that there were still emigrant lodgings
on Grosse ile with beds built one over the other, that the bodies of the
dead were left overnight in these beds and that the filth was horrible.
According to him, if the disease was to be prevented from spreading
to the whole country, there should be no hesitation about keeping emi-
grants in quarantine for two or even four months! Mr. Cameron replied
that there were no longer any upper tiers of beds at the station and
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that people were no longer placed three to a bed. As for the more
stringent quarantine measures requested, he reminded Mr. Aylwin that
the government had just adopted them. '

The Solicitor General added that the number of deaths on Grosse ile
had been greatly exaggerated and that, at the time of his visit, the total
stood at only 850 for the whole season. The editors of the Quebec Gazette
" questioned this figure in reporting the debate: had a member of the
clergy not stated three weeks earlier that the number of deaths on
Grosse Ile was 1300? They suggested that perhaps the figure given by
Cameron referred strictly to deaths on land, while the larger figure
included both those on the island and those on board the ships.

The newspaper wondered why the deaths at the quarantine station
had not been recorded in regular reports that were signed and authen-
ticated by the medical superintendent. This was the procedure followed
at the St. John quarantine station in New Brunswick, where not only
were such reports written up, but lists were published giving the
names of the deceased, their age and place of origin. The clergymen
working at Grosse ile, both Catholic and Protestant, were very scepti-
cal about the mortality figures put forward by the island authorities.
(See Dr. Douglas’ reply on this subject on July 25.)

Father C.-F. Cazeau, secretary of the archdiocese, told Dr. Joseph Parant,
the medical superintendent for the port of Québec, that a rowboat
should be placed at the disposal of the Catholic priests to make it
easier for them to visit the sick on quarantined ships at the station. The
week before, the lack of transportation had prevented them from
visiting the vessels for three or four days. As a result, on one ship alone,
no less than 20 people had died without the last rites. Apparently, the
men paid by the government to handle these boats were employed
elsewhere.

Dr. Douglas’ assistant had made it clear to the missionaries that their
task would be much simpler if they had their own boat. In the end, the
priests had been able to reach the vessels, but only through the
goodwill of a captain who had come to deliver the bodies of typhus
victims from his ship and who had agreed to lend them his rowboat.

A. C. Buchanan informed Governor General Elgin that several vessels
had arrived at Grosse ile during the week with many sick people on
board. These ships included the Avon, the Jessie, the Triton, the Erin’s
Queen, and the Sarah, which were still being kept in quarantine. He
predicted that within the next two weeks 40 more ships carrying
11000 to 12000 passengers would arrive, and that 12 to 15 of them
would come from Bremen, Germany. Emigrants on vessels from that
port generally arrived in good health and had sufficient means to reach
their destination.
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The Quebec Gazette announced the death of Captain Harper, comman-
der of the Independance, following an attack of typhus. The newspaper
also reported that Dr. Sauvé had returned sick from Grosse fle.
According to the Quebec Mercury, 40 patients were admitted to hospital
on Grosse {le on July 19. '

The Canadien reported that Father Harper, parish priest of Saint-
Grégoire, had left on Friday to return to his parish, bringing back
12 orphans, who were eagerly awaited by his parishioners.' Father
O'Reilly, who had left on the same day, brought back three others.
When they arrived at Trois-Rivieres, they were besieged by charitable
citizens who wanted to take the orphans into their homes, and the two
gentlemen had great difficulty holding on to the children in their
charge. None of the priests leaving the quarantine station had fallen
ill since the return of Father Sax.

The Quebec Gazette published a long letter to the editor written under
the pseudonym of Lower Town. In it, the author complained that the
British government had not done enough to help find places for the
sick, destitute emigrants arriving in Québec City. He wondered why
they were not isolated from the rest of the population as they were in
Montréal. In Québec City, the risk of contagion was exacerbated by the
location of the emigration agent's office on Sault-au-Matelot Street and
of the emigrant sheds on the India Wharf; these places were full of both
sick and healthy emigrants and their contaminated luggage. A more
suitable place to accommodate them should have been found.

The author of the letter also complained that the authorities allowed
vessels to leave Grosse ile before they were properly washed and
decontaminated; the cases of typhus at the Marine Hospital were elo-
quent proof of this. He wrote that in English ports, any ship on which
contagious disease had been detected was sent to the Standgate Creek
quarantine station for 40 days. There, the passengers, crew and cargo
were taken off to be fumigated and disinfected. According to the
author, shipowners would be less inclined to cram sick, impoverished
emigrants onto their vessels if the latter were detained for longer
periods at Grosse Ile and, more importantly, if it was announced that
Canadian quarantine regulations would be applied more strictly.

In closing, the anonymous letter writer asked why Canada did not
adopt a law like the one in the United States, under which shipowners
had to pledge that their passengers would not be a burden to the state
for six months following their arrival.

Catholic baptism of Maria O'Melia, born July 18 to John O'Melia and
Bridget Newcome, from County Mayo, Ireland. Father A. Campeau
drew up the baptismal certificate.

144







doctors and medical attendants had beén unsuccessful, appar-
ently because the salaries offered were too low. Dr. Fenwick
received only 17s. 6d. per day, and nurses were offered only
about 3s. a day, which was less than they were paid in Québec
City. Problems were also encountered when it came to hiring
cooks and orderlies.

Following Captain Boxer’s recommendations, Buchanan and
the Governor General ordered the construction of more sheds to
accommodate 2000 sick people. Healthy passengers were not
brought ashore while the captain was at the quarantine station;
‘therefore, the question of isolating the sick from the healthy had
not yet arisen.

Boxer concluded his testimony with some recommendations
for improving the organization of the quarantine station. For
example, a superintendent should be put in charge of inspecting
the vessels. Accompanied by a doctor, he could visit the ships twice
a day and ensure that they were clean and well ventilated. This
would enable the chief medical officer to devote his time to
supervising the hospital. A civil officer could also be appointed
as governor of the station, as was done in England.

Written testimony of Bishop George Mountain of the Anglican
Church presented to the committee inquiring into the management
of Grosse lle: -

The testimony began with a lengthy eulogy to Dr. Douglas and
his work on Grosse lle. Douglas had been the object of rumours
and suspicion about his private interests on the island. There had
been gossip about his selling milk to the quarantine station, but
the Anglican Bishop knew nothing about the affair. However, he
did know that Douglas had charitably donated milk to a ship so
that it could be given to babies whose mothers had died before
they were weaned.

The lack of nurses was the worst problem plaguing Grosse lle
at the time of Mountain’s visit. It was very difficult to recruit them
at the quarantine station, as at the Marine Hospital in Québec
City. The Anglican Bishop spoke of the joy with which Dr. Douglas
had received a list from Dr. Parant giving the names of 16 nurses
who were being sent to him from Québec City. However, 10 of
them refused to work and returned to the city, after witnessing
the scenes that transpired in the hospitals. Even when nurses
agreed to stay at Grosse {le, the station authorities had to cope
with the problem that many fell ill and died. Mountain concluded
his testimony by praising Mr. Symes, the deputy emigration
agent, for the amazing energy and selflessness with which he
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O'Reilly observed that there were too few policemen at the quar-
antine station and that the sick emigrants’ possessions were not
properly safeguarded; there were not enough funds available to
pay doctors sufficient wages and thus encourage them to come
to the quarantine station to work. He protested that it was inac-
ceptable that thousands of his fellow countrymen should be sac-
rificed through neglect and lack of foresight. He hoped that more
hospitals (about six) would be built on Grosse Tle and that they
would be placed in a more suitable location. He also said that
healthy emigrants should be isolated from the sick and given
better lodgings. '

O’Reilly had visited the tent area set up for healthy passen-
gers at the east end of the island. During the few hours he spent
in this encampment, he had administered the last rites to over
50 people. These sick people did not have beds since they had been
classified as healthy and were expected to fend for themselves.
They could not be transported to the hospitals directly, since
the regulations in force required that they be returned to their
respective ships first and then transferred to the hospitals.

It took two days from the time of O’Reilly’s visit to the east
end of the quarantine station for the sick people housed in the
tents to be moved to the ships and then taken ashore to the new
hospital. There, they were left to lie on the floor for a night and
a day, without beds or blankets, groaning with fever and suffering
from dysentery. After finishing their day of work, the priests had
brought them something to drink and used rotten straw found
around the hospital to fashion makeshift beds.

Father O’Reilly ended his testimony by observing that the sick
were not allowed to disembark from the vessels for several days
after their arrival and this had fatal consequences for many of
them.

Testimony by Father Jean-Baptiste-Antoine Ferland, director of
studies at the College of Nicolet, before the committee inquiring
into the management of Grosse lle: '

Father Ferland had stayed for one week at the quarantine
station, beginning on June 29. At the time of his arrival, there
were 1800 to 2000 sick people on the island. They were housed in
tents, old sheds, two newly constructed buildings and the Catholic
and Protestant chapels. In the tents, the sick were very close to
one another and, in the old sheds, there were two tiers of beds.
The upper tier had since been removed in all but one or two
buildings. According to Father Ferland, the upper tiers of beds |
should be taken away entirely, given that they were very ‘



difficult for sick people to get in and out of and allowed
excrement from patients with dysentery to fall onto the lower
beds.

The priest also stated that the tents should be eliminated
because they were poorly ventilated and because the straw
floors became soaked with water when it rained. As well, the
tents were scattered widely and it was easy for a doctor to forget
some of them on his rounds. Ferland had come across such a
tent, in which the sick had been left on their own for two days.
They had been visited by neither a doctor nor an assistant, and
had received no food, medicine or water. At Father Ferland’s
request, Dr. Damours had been kind enough to have these sick
people transferred to a neighbouring shed.

At the time of Ferland’s visit, there were only 7 or 8 doctors in
a condition to visit the sick. Some of them had 400 to 500 patients
on their hands, when 150 would have kept them working full
time. As well, the number of assistants was insufficient; there
were scarcely | or 2 for 150 patients, when normally there should
be I for every 20 to 25 patients. The lack of assistants meant that
the sick lay in their own excrement for days at a time and that
they sometimes went without drinking for 10 or 12 hours.

When the assistants were reproached for this, they replied
that even with the best intentions in the world they would be
incapable of hauling all the river water needed for so many
people and still have time to give the sick the care they needed.
The station was understaffed because it was nearly impossible
to hire assistants, despite the high salaries offered. Often those
working there were not really qualified for the important work
they had to do.

Few respectable women would agree to be a nurse in some
of the sheds on Grosse ile. They had to sleep in the middle of the
sickbeds, and had no separate room to which they could retire
to change their clothes. They were given the same food as the
emigrants and had to eat in haste amid the foul smells of the
shed. They often fell ill and then had difficulty finding assistance.

This is what had happened to Mrs. Garneau, a Québec City
nurse. She had come down with typhus and remained in a shed
for three days, without any aid except for that provided by
Father Harper, one of the missionaries. The poor woman, like

- many others, paid with her life for the service she had rendered
to the emigrants. Facts like these were known in Québec City and
had a very negative effect on hiring. In Father Ferland’s opinion,
the quarantine station’s nurses played an indispensable role and
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should therefore be offered better conditions, with more privacy
in their sleeping quarters and more nourishing food.

The priest proposed that men and women be placed in sepa-
rate sheds and that patients suffering from contagious diseases
be isolated from other patients. Additional sheds were needed,
but in a better location. Privies should be built near the sheds so
that sick people would stop defecating in the bushes beside the
Catholic chapel and the missionaries’ residence.

The dead were buried in coffins piled two or three deep in
trenches, so that there was not enough earth to mound over the
top coffins. A long ditch dug in the middle of the cemetery
extended a considerable distance into the midst of an encampment.
Decaying matter seeped from the graves into the ditch and when
the sun burned down on this unwholesome muck, the resulting
stench was quite sickening. The new sheds were kept clean to
some degree and the old ones a bit more so, but everywhere else
it was filthy.

Dr. Douglas was faced with an almost impossible task. His
duties should have been divided among three people: the medi-
cal superintendent could have visited the ships, another doctor
could have been in charge of medical matters in the sheds and
a third person could have been responsible for the general orga-
nization of the sheds. This person could have supervised the hos-
pital stewards and nurses, as well as the food services. He could
have also been put in charge of an office where lists of the sick,
the convalescing and the dead were drawn up and kept.

Such an office was sorely missed in 1847. The missionaries
received letters almost every day requesting information about
people who had landed at Grosse ile. According to Ferland, the
priests should have been authorized to go on board the ships as
soon as they arrived. Irish Catholics who arrived in ill health
desired the comfort of a priest above all else. Their greatest
sorrow was to die without the consolation of religion.

When asked where responsibility lay for the year’s events on
Grosse lle, Father Ferland replied that the previous winter, when
there were signs that a great influx of emigrants was imminent,
representations should have been made to the British government
to prevent this migration. To put it bluntly, the government should
have stopped the hospitals and poorhouses of Ireland and
England from turning out their occupants and casting them onto
the shores of the St. Lawrence.










been taken in by respectable families. He believed that more of them
could have been placed, but people had begun to fear that these
children would bring infectious germs with them into their adoptive
homes. Certain newspapers were already sounding the alarm. As a
result, his parishioners’ enthusiasm for adopting orphans had been
dampened.

According to the Quebec Mercury and the Quebec Gazette, healthy pas-
sengers had been taken ashore at the quarantine station from a num-
ber of boats: 437 passengers from the Jessie (Cork), 517 from the Erin’s
Queen (Liverpool), 248 from the Sarah (Liverpool), 483 from the Triton
(Liverpool) and 550 from the Avon (Cork). It was reported that these
emigrants were among the weakest and most wretched-looking that
had ever landed at the quarantine station. One eyewitness declared
that, of the 2235 people who had left Europe on board these vessels,
only 500 at the very most would survive to settle in America.

The Quebec Mercury published a call for tenders, issued by the
Commissariat Office, for supplying bread on Grosse fle for the dura-
tion of the navigation season. The bread was to be made with approved
fine flour and each loaf was to weigh four pounds. The contractor
would have to keep a week’s supply of flour in the Grosse {le store-
houses at all times, and this flour would have to be inspected and
approved by the Commissariat. In the event that the contractor was
unable to provide bread of the desired quality, it might be replaced by
biscuits, at the rate of three quarters of a pound of biscuits for one
pound of bread. A bakery would be put at the service of the contrac-
tor on Grosse Ile. It was to be located far enough away from the
hospitals to prevent the sick from approaching it.

Death of Dr. Alexis-Albert Pinet at age 22.

Forty-four burials were recorded in the register of the Catholic chapel
and three in that of the Protestant chapel.

The Quebec Mercury reported on the number of dead between May 10
and July 24. A total of 1458 deaths had been recorded in the hospitals on
Grosse ile; the deceased comprised 575 men, 416 women and 467 children.
In the tents at the east end of the island, where healthy passengers
were brought ashore, 27 people had died. All told, 2366 people had
perished during the crossing, while 721 more had passed away on ships
in quarantine or shortly before reaching Grosse fle. The latter had been
buried on the island. This gave a grand total of 4572 deaths.

Douglas reported that, from May 28 to July 24, 1847, 721 bodies had
been removed from the ships and buried on land. Many of these
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Archbishop Signay complained of the difficulties encountered by the
priests in visiting the sick at Grosse fle and asked that a boat be placed
" at their disposal.

The Archbishop of Québec wrote to Father Pouliot, parish priest of

Saint-André, saying that the missionaries’ work at Grosse fle now -
involved less risk of infection and that their daily work schedule gave

them some time off during the day and allowed them to rest from

supper time to the following morning,

The Canadien reported that several contracts had been concluded for
the construction of emigrant sheds on Grosse Ile and announced that
a Public Works commissioner, Mr. C.-E. Casgrain, would soon visit the
quarantine station.

The Canadien scoffed at the report made by Solicitor General Cameron
before the Legislative. Assembly on the situation at Grosse ile. The
newspaper said that he had not even entered the hospitals when he
visited the island and that he had relied solely on the opinion of the
" station’s medical superintendent.

The Quebec Gazette warned the public about a sudden, fatal form of
typhus, with symptoms somewhat different from those usually asso-
ciated with the disease. To support its assertions, it reported that a
healthy emigrant on Grosse ile had fixed his dinner without showing
any signs of illness and then suddenly rolled out of his tent and died.

Taking up a news item published by the Quebec Mercury, the Quebec
Gazette reported on the inadequacies of the quarantine system in the
port of Liverpool. Sick or doubtful-looking emigrants leaving Irish
ports by way of Liverpool were placed in 15 or 16 old hulks at anchor
and, after a short quarantine period, they were allowed to embark on
vessels sailing for Canada. Many of the emigrants were not fit to make
the voyage, and disease broke out as soon as the ships left the port of
Liverpool. A pointed example of this was the Triton, which had recent-
ly arrived at Grosse fle. During the crossing, it had lost 88 sick people,
including all the officers and several crew members.

The Quebec Gazette also published the news that an asylum for emi-
grant orphans had been set up by the Archbishop and the Roman
Catholic clergy in Saint-Roch, in Québec City. The newspaper hoped that
the government would come to the aid of these clergymen, since many
other demands were made of them by charitable and educational
institutions.

Catholic baptism of Rose Miskelly, born July 4 to Patrick Miskelly and
Rose McVey, from Ireland. Father J. Bailey drew up the baptismal
certificate.
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passengers that were able to be up were all busy cleaning and
washing, some clearing the hold of filth, others assisting the
sailors in swabbing the deck. The mistress herself washed out
the cabin last evening, and put everything in order. The captain
commenced shaving himself at 7, and completed the operation
in about an hour and a half. The mate was unable to do
anything, but kept repeatedly calling to the mistress for brandy,
and requested that his illness should be kept from the doctor, as
he was sure he had not fever. Breakfast was speedily despatched,
and anxiety was depicted on every. countenance.

“At 9 o’clock a boat was perceived pulling towards us, with
four oars and a steersman with a broad leafed straw hat and leather
coat, who the pilot told us was the inspecting physician. In a few
minutes the boat was alongside, and the doctor on deck. He
hastily enquired for the captain, and before he could be answered
was down in the cabin where the mistress was finishing her
toilet. Having introduced himself, he enquired if we had sickness
aboard? —lIts nature? —How many deaths? —How many patients
at present? These questions being answered, and the replies
noted upon his tablet, he snatched up his hat,—ran up the
ladder, — along the deck, — and down into the hold. Arrived
there, ‘ha!’ said he, sagaciously, ‘there is fever here.’

“He stopped beside the first berth in which a patient was lying,
— felt his pulse, — examined his tongue, — and ran up the
ladder again. As he passed by me he handed me some papers to
be filled up by the captain, and to have ready ‘tomorrow or the
next day.’ In an instant he was in his boat, from which, while
the men were taking up the oars, he shouted out to me that | was
not obliged to remain in quarantine, and might go up to Quebec
when [ pleased.

“l brought the papers to the captain, who remained in the

" cabin, supposing that the doctor would return thither, in order

to give directions for our guidance; and when he learned that that
gentleman had gone, he was desperately enraged. The mistress
endeavoured to pacify him by suggesting that it was likely he
would visit us again in the course of the day, or at least that he
would send a message to us. When [ acquainted the mistress that
I was at liberty to leave the brig, she looked at me most pitiful-
ly, as if she would say, ‘Are you too going to desert us.’ But |
had no such intention, and was determined to remain with them,
at all events until they reached Quebec.

“The poor passengers expecting that they would all be reviewed,

“were dressed in their best clothes, and were clean, though
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haggard and weak. They were greatly disappointed in their
expectations, as they were under the impression that the sick
would be immediately admitted to the hospital, and the healthy
landed upon the island, there to remain until taken to Quebec by
a steamer. Indeed, such was the procedure to be inferred from
the book or directions given to the captain by the pilot, when he
came aboard. '

“When the mistress appeared on deck, I scarcely knew her.
She usually wore a black stuff gown, a red worsted ‘bosom
friend,” which she told me (at least once a day,) was knit for her
by her neice [sicl; — with a cap having three full borders, which
projected beyond the leaf of the'little straw bonnet, covered with
the accumulated stains and smoke of many a voyage. Now, she
had on a new fancy striped calico dress, as showy as deep reds,
yellows, blues and greens could make it, — a black satin bonnet,
with no lack of red ribands, and a little conservatory of artificials
around her good natured face, — not forgetting her silver spectacles.

“All day long we kept watching out for a message from shore,
and in watching the doctor’s boat, going from vessel to vessel;
his visit to each occupying about the same time as to us, which
was exactly five minutes. We sometimes fancied that he was
making for us, but the boat the next moment would be concealed
by some large ship; then we were sure we would be the next;
but no, the rowers pulled for shore. The day wore away before
we gave up hope. I could not believe it possible, that here within
reach of help we could be left as neglected as when upon the
ocean; — that after a voyage of two months’ duration, we were
to be left still enveloped by reeking pestilence, the sick without
medicine, medical skill, nourishment, or so much as a drop of
pure water; for the river although not saline here, was polluted
by the most disgusting objects, thrown overboard from the sev-
eral vessels. In short, it was a floating mass of filthy straw, the
refuse of foul beds, barrels containing the vilest matter, old rags,
and tattered clothes, &c., &c. The Head committee was greatly
grieved for his wife, whose death he momentarily expected. He
had looked anxiously forward to the time when we should arrive
here, hoping that at least the doctor would see her; but his hopes,
as well as those of others, were suddenly blasted.

“The brig that arrived with us sailed for Quebec immediately
after the doctor’s visit, possibly not having had any sickness: five
other vessels also were discharged. How long they were detained,
we could not tell; but the captain was so provoked, that he vowed
he would sail without permission. The pilot, who did not well
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_ Jean-Baptiste Martel died in Saint-Roch, Québec City, at age 22.
According to the Canadien, this young man had returned from Grosse fle
in apparent good health and was preparing to go back to the island
when he came down with typhus. He succumbed to the disease within
eight days.

Eyewitness account by Robert Whyte (cont’d):

“This morning a boat was perceived making towards us,
which at first was thought to be the doctor’s; but when it
approached nearer there appeared but two persons in it, both of
whom were rowing. In a few minutes more the boat was along-
side, and from the cassocks and bands of the two gentlemen we
learned that they were Canadian priests. They came on deck,
each carrying a large black bag. They inquired for the captain,
who received them courteously, and introduced them to the
mistress and to me, after which they conversed awhile in French
with the pilot, whom they knew; when, having put on their
vestments, they descended into the hold. They there spent a few
minutes with each of the sick, and administered the last rites to
the dying woman and an old man, terminating their duties by
baptizing the infant.

“They remained in the hold for about an hour, and when they
returned complimented the captain on the cleanliness of the
vessel. They staid a short time talking to us upon deck, and the
account they gave of the horrid condition of many of the ships
in quarantine was frightful. In the holds of some of them they
said, that they were up to their ankles in filth. The wretched emi-
grants crowded together like cattle, and corpses remaining long
unburied, the sailors being ill, and the passengers unwilling to
touch them. -

“They also told us of the vast numbers of sick in the hospi-
tals, and in tents upon the island, and that many nuns, clergy-
men and doctors, were lying in typhus fever, taken from the '
patients. [Authors’ note: this is the only historical reference to the
presence of nuns at Grosse ile during the season of 1847.] They were
exceedingly intelligent and gentlemanly men, and telling us that
we had great cause of thankfulness in having escaped much
better that so many others, they politely bowed, and got into their
little boat, amid the blessings of the passengers, who watched
them until they arrived beside a distant ship.

“The Head committee expressed himself satisfied that his
wife saw a priest before her death, which occurred about an hour
after; and as the pilot said that the remains should not be thrown
into the river, there being a burial ground upon the island, the
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corpse lay in the hold until the next day. The mate continued to
grow worse, and the mistress was unceasing in her attention to
him. The day was exceedingly hot and sultry, and [ could not
have remained on deck, but the captain spread an awnmg over
it, which kept the cabin cool.

“We lay at some distance from the island, the distant view of
which was exceedingly beautiful. At the far end were rows of
white tents and marquees, resembling the encampment of an
army; somewhat nearer was the little fort, and residence of the
superintendent physician, and nearer still the chapel, seaman’s
hospital, and little village, with its wharf and a few sail boats [sicl;
the most adjacent extremity being rugged rocks, among which
grew beautiful fir trees. At high water this portion was detached
from the main island, and formed a most picturesque islet. But
this scene of natural beauty was sadly deformed by the dismal
display of human suffering that it presented; — helpless creatures
being carried by sailors over the rocks, on their way to the
hospital, — boats arriving with patients, some of whom had died
in their transmission from their ships.

“Another and still more awful sight, was a continuous line of
boats, each carrying its freight of dead to the burial-ground, and
forming an endless funeral procession. Some had several corpses,
so tied up in canvass that the stiff, sharp outline of death was
easily traceable; others had rude coffins, constructed by the
sailors, from the boards of their berths, or I should rather say,
cribs. In a few, a solitary mourner attended the remains; but the
. majority contained no living beings save the rowers. I could not
remove my eyes until boat after boat was hid by the projecting
point of the island, round which they steered their gloomy way.
From one ship, a boat proceeded four times during the day; each
time laden with a cargo of dead. I ventured to count the number
of boats that passed, but had to give up the sickening task. The
inspecting doctor went about from vessel to vessel, six of which
came in each tide, and as many sailed. We expected him to visit
us every moment; but he did not come near us. In the afternoon
a boat made for our brig, and the mistress, who was on deck,
was greatly delighted to find that it contained two ‘captains,’ one
of whom was her nephew. One arrived the day before we came;
the other a day previous. They were as ignorant of the course of
proceeding as we; and before they went away it was agreed on,
that they, our captain, and I, should wait on the superintendent
physician the next day.”

169






Eyewitness account by Robert Whyte (cont’d):

“This morning, when | came on deck, a sailor was busily
employed constructing a coffin for the remains of the Head com-
mittee’s wife; and it was afflicting to hear the husband’s groans
and sobs accompanying each sound of the saw and hammer,
while with his motherless infant in his arms he looked on. About
an hour after, the boat was lowered, and the bereaved husband,
with four rowers, proceeded to the burial ground to inter the
corpse; and they were followed by many a tearful eye, until the
boat disappeared behind the rocky point.

“At 10 A. M., we descried the doctor making for us, his boat-
men pulling lustily through the heavy sea; a few minutes brought
him alongside and on board, when he ran down to the cabin and
demanded if the papers were filled up with a return of the num-
ber of deaths at sea? how many cases of sickness? &c. He was
handed them by the captain; when he enquired, — how many
patients we then had; he was told there were twelve; when he
wrote an order to admit six to hospital; saying that the rest
should be admitted when there was room; there being 2500 at
that time upon the island, and hundreds lying in the various
vessels before it. The order written, he returned to his boat, and
then boarded a ship lying close to us, which lowered her signal
when he approached. Several other vessels that arrived in the
morning, had their ensigns flying at the peak, until each was
visited in turn.

“Immediately after the doctor left us, the captain gave orders
to have the patients in readiness. Shortly after, our second boat
was launched, and four of the passengers volunteered to row;
the sailors that were able to work, being with the other. O God!
may | never again witness such a scene as that which followed;
— the husband, — the only support of an emaciated wife and
helpless family, — torn away forcibly from them, in a strange
land; the mother dragged from her orphan children, that clung
to her until she was lifted over the bulwarks, rending the air with
their shrieks; children snatched from their bereaved parents, who
were perhaps ever to remain ignorant of their recovery, or death.
The screams pierced my brain; and the excessive agony so rent
my heart, that | was obliged to retire to the cabin, where the
mistress sat weeping bitterly.

“The captain went in the boat, and returned in about an hour;
giving us a frightful account of what he witnessed upon the
island. The steamers returned, and all the afternoon were
engaged, taking the healthy passengers out of some of the
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vessels; they went alongside several until their cargo was
complete, when they sailed for Montreal, their decks thickly
crowded with human beings; and most extraordinary to relate,
each of them had a fiddler, and a dancing party in the prow.

“Early in the evening the captain’s nephew came to take us
in his boat, on shore. After a long pull through a heavy swell, we
landed upon the Isle of Pestilence; and climbing over the rocks
passed through the little town, and by the hospitals, behind
which were piles upon piles of unsightly coffins. A little further
on, at the edge of a beautiful sandy beach, were several tents,
into one of which I looked, but had no desire to see the interior
of any others.

“We pursued our way, by a road cut through a romantic grove
of firs, birch, beech, and ash, beneath the shade of which grew
and blossomed charming wild flowers, while the most curious
fungi vegetated upon odd, decayed stumps. The path led us into
a cleared lawn, passing through which, we arrived in front of the
superintendent physician’s cottage, placed upon a sloping bank
at the river’s side, on which were mounted two pieces of
ordnance guarded by a sentinel. The view from this spot was
exquisitely beautiful; — upon the distant bank of the broad river
were the 'smiling, happy-looking Canadian villages, backed by
deep, blue hills, while the agitated water In front tossed the noble
vessels that lay at anchor, and which were being swung round
by the turning tide.

The doctor not being within, we walked about until his return;
when he invited us into his cottage and heard what the captains
had to say; after which he promised to discharge our friend the
next day, and that he would send a steamer to take our passen-
gers. He also gave the captain an order for the admission of the
mate to the seaman’s hospital. Our mission having been so
successful, we thanked the doctor and departed.

“Upon our return, we called at the store licensed to sell pro-
visions upon the island. It was well stocked with various com-
modities, among which were carrion beef, and cattish mutton,
bread, flour, cheese, &c. Although the captain wished to treat the
mistress to fresh meat, he declined purchasing what we saw, and
merely bought some flour. The storekeeper did not lack better
customers, however, for there was a vast concourse of mates,
stewards, seamen, and boys, buying his different articles, and
stowing them away in their boats. The demand for bread was
very great; and several batches were yielded from a large oven,
while we remained.
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“Hearing the music of a fiddle accompanied by the stamping
of feet in time with the tune, I walked up to the shed from which
it issued. There were two men dancing,é jig; one of them a
Canadian, the other a sailor, — both fine fellows, who were
evidently pitted against each other, in a trial of skill. The former
wore huge boots coming above the knees, and drawn over his
gray trowsers composed of ‘etoffe du pays,’ — a light blue
flannel shirt confined at the waist by a scarlet scarf, whose parti
colored ends hung at one side. On his head was a woolen ‘bonnet
rouge,” whose tassel jumped about with the wearer’s movements.
His brilliant black eyes lighted up his sallow visage; and his arms
were as busily engaged as his legs.

“The sailor was rigged out in pumps, white trowsers, blue
jacket, and straw hat with streaming black ribands; his ruddy
face glowing with the exercise. The fiddler’s costume was simi-
lar to that of his brother Canadian, except that his ‘bonnet’ was
blue; he stood upon a barrel; and around the dancers was a circle
of ‘habitans’ and sailors, who encouraged them by repeated
‘bravos.’ I did not remain long, nor gould I enjoy the amusement
in such a place; and therefore joined my companions in the boat
where we were detained a few moments, while one of the men
returned for lime, which the captain had forgotten to procure.

“He soon returned, and again ploughing through the waves,
we shortly arrived beneath the ‘Leander’; after examining which
noble ship, the captain and I returned to the brig, and acquainted
the mistress with the issue of our adventure. Our boat returned,
Just at the same time; the men having been away all the day. It
appeared that they could not find the burial ground, and conse-
quently dug a grave upon an island, when as they were deposit-
ing the remains they were discovered, and obliged to decamp.
They were returning to the brig, when they perceived several
boats proceeding in another direction, and having joined them,

~were conducted to the right place.

“The wretched husband was a very picture of desperation and
misery, that increased the ugliness of his countenance; — for he
was sadly disfigured by the marks of small pox, and was blind
of an eye. He walked moodily along the deck, snatched his child
from a woman’s arms, and went down into the hold without
speaking a word. Shortly after, one of the sailors who was with
‘the boat told me, that after the grave was filled up, he took the

“shovels and placing them crosswise upon it, calling heaven to
witness said, ‘By that cross, Mary, | swear to revenge your
death; as soon as | earn the price of my passage home, I'll go
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Naomi, which carried 334 passengers from Liverpool, reported
78 deaths and 100 cases of illness. Lastly, the captain of the Virginius
was dying or dead, and only three of the ship's sailors were fit to work.

The newspaper added that the number of sick was increasing daily
at Grosse {le, not only because of the fresh cases disembarking from
the vessels that had just arrived but also because of disease breaking
out among healthy emigrants. With colder weather approaching, the
newspaper was seriously concerned about the situation; the sheds and
tents on Grosse {le could not be heated, and the Marine Hospital in
Québec City was crowded with patients. The government had to find
solutions.

Eyewitness account by Robert Whyte (cont’d):

“It was with great reluctance the mate consented to go to hos-
pital, and as he went into the boat he charged the captain, the
mistress and me with cruelty. The captain went with him, and
gave him in charge of a doctor. In consequence of the superin-
tendent’s promise to send a steamer to take our passengers, and
to gjve us clean bills if the vessel were well whitewashed between
decks, that passengers’ births [sic] were all knocked away, and
the filthy boards thrown into the river; after which four men
worked away cleaning and whitening all the day; but no steamer
arrived that day. One which lay over night, took 250 passengers
from the captain’s nephew, who.sailed not long after.

“Vessels were arriving with every tide; two ships from Bremen
came in the morning and were discharged at once, having no
sickness; some others sailed up with the evening tide, after
which there were more than thirty in quarantine. Boats were
plying all day long, between the several vessels and the island;
and the sea being high the miserable patients were drenched by
the spray; after which they had to clamber over the slimy rocks,
or were carried by sailors. There was also an almost unbroken
line of boats carrying the dead for interment; then there was the
doctor’s boat unceasingly shooting about; besides several others
containing captains of ships, many of whom had handsome gigs
with six oars and uniformly dressed rowers. It was indeed a busy
scene of life and death.

“To complete the picture, the rigging of the vessels was
covered over with the passengers’ linen, hanging out to dry; by
the character of which as they fluttered in the breeze, I could tell
with accuracy from what country they came; alas! the wretched
rags of the majority told but too plainly that they were Irish.”
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SUNDAY,

AUGUST 1, 1847

The Quebec Morning Chronicle reported that emigrants had died on the
Harry Lorrequer during the week of August 1 to 7, 1847. This vessel is
not mentioned in either the list of ships that were inspected at
Grosse ile or the list of those that arrived in Québec City.

Eyewitness account by Robert Whyte (cont’d):

“The passengers passed a miserable night, huddled up, as
they were without room to stretch their weary limbs. I pitied them
from my soul, and it was sickening to see them drink the filthy
water. 1 could not refuse to give one or two of them a mouthful
from the cask upon the quarter deck, which fortunately was filled
lower down the river. They asked for it so pitifully, and were so
thankful; but 1 could not satisfy all and regretted the disap-
pointment of many. They had on their best clothes, and were all
clean, with the exception of one incorrigible family.

“The doctor came on board in the forenoon, to inspect the
passengers, who were all called on deck, but those who were
unable. Placing himself at a barrier, he allowed each to pass, one
by one; making those he suspected of being feverish, show their
tongues. This proceeding lasted about a quarter of an hour; when
the doctor went into the hold to examine those below, and to see
if it were cléan; he then wrote out the order to admit the six patients
to hospital, and promised to send the steamer to take the
remainder; after which we should have clean bills.

“When he had gone, the patients were lowered into the boat
amid a renewal of the indescribable woe that followed the pre-
vious separations. Two of them were orphan sisters, who were
sent for by a brother in Upper Canada. Another was a mother,
who had tended all her family through illness, — now careworn,
and heart-broken, she became herself a prey.

“In the early part of the voyage, | observed the unfilial
conduct. of a boy, who frequently abused, and even cursed his
mother, following the example set by his wretched father. On one
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it reached the shore; when he beheld the inanimate figure borne
to the hospital. It was evident from the poignancy of his sorrow,
that his heart was not depraved, but that his misconduct arose
from education.

“The morning was fine, clear and warm, and many of the
vessels were decorated with their flags, giving a cheerful aspect
to the scene, which alas, was marred by the ensigns of two ships
(one on either side of us), which were hoisted half-mast high, the
captain of one, and the chief mate of the other, being dead. While
the captain was away with the boat the steamer came alongside
of us to take our passengers. It did not take very long to transship
them, as few of them had any luggage. Many of them were sadly
disappointed when they learned that they were to be carried on
to Montreal, as those who had left their relatives upon Grosse
Isle, hoped, that as Quebec was not far distant, they would be
enabled by some means to hear of them, by staying there. Each
of them shook hands with the mistress, and all heaped blessings
upon her head; and as to the captain, one of them remarked that
‘though he was a divil [sic], he was a gintleman [sicl.’

“The steamer pushed off, amid the cheers of her motley freight,
and was soon out of sight. The mistress was quite overcome
by the expressions of the poor creatures’ gratitude for her
unceasing, and otherwise unrequited attention, and benevolence.
The captain returned, and after dinner he and | went ashore for
our cleans bills of health. We saw Dr. Douglas, who informed us
that the inspecting physician, Dr. Jacques, had them, and that
he was going his rounds among the vessels; with the intention
of calling at the brig. But as we considered that it would proba-
bly be late before he would reach her, we pulled for a barque,
beside which we descried the well known boat.

“Before we were half way, it was gone and making for a ship
some distance off; however, we still followed, and again were dis-
appointed. We determined not to give up the chase, and at length
caught the doctor on board a German emigrant vessel. He was
inspecting the passengers, of whom there were 500, — all of
them (without a single exception) comfortably and neatly clad,
clean, and happy. There was no sickness amongst them, and
each comely fair haired girl laughed as she passed the doctor, to
join the group of robust young men who had undergone the ordeal.
Although it was pleasing to see so many joyous beings, it made
me sad when I thought of the very, very different state of my
unfortunate compatriots; and | had become so habituated to
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misery, disease, and death, that the happiness that now
surrounded me was quite discordant with my feelings.

“The doctor having completed his task. countersigned our
clean bills, and handed them to the captain; we therefore thanked
him and took our leave. Before returning to the brig, we called
to see the mate, who was lying with his clothes on, upon a bed;
the next one to which contained a figure writhing in torture, and,
as the face was turned towards me, | recognized to my great
surprise and dismay, the sailor, who, but the evening but one
before, was dancing with the Canadian. When the mate perceived
us, he rose from the bed, and taking the captain by one arm, and
me by the other, walked us both out of the hospital, to the porch;
saying that we had no business there, as there was fever upon
all sides of us.

“The hospital was a large chapel, transformed to its present use,
and-was exceedingly clean and well ventilated, the large windows
were all open, causing a draught of air that was agreeable; the
evening being very sultry. We did not remain long with the mate,
who raved considerably in his conversation, though he said he
was quite well; so, the captain giving him in charge of the
attendant, with pressing injunctions to have every attention paid
to him, and saying that he hoped he would be able to join the
brig upon his return, we departed.

“As we got into the boat, we made a signal to the pilot (who
was desired to be on the lookout,) to weigh anchor, so as not to
lose the tide by any unnecessary delay. As we repassed the German
ship, the deck was covered with emigrants, who weré singing a
charming hymn, in whose beautiful harmony all took part;
spreading the music of their five hundred voices upon the calm,
still air, that wafted it around. The vessel being discharged, began
to move almost imperceptibly, so that we quickly passed her; but
she gradually gained speed, and was ahead of us by the time we
reached the brig, and as the distance between us increased, the-
anthem died away, until it became inaudible. It was the finest
chorus I ever-heard, — performed in a theatre of unrivalled
magnificence.

“The mistress was delighted when she learned that we were
free, and all were glad to leave behind the Isle of Death, though
we regretted leaving the mate there. The sailors that had been
ill, still continuing very weak, the captain induced two young men
to remain, in order to assist in working the vessel. At 7 P. M. the
anchor was weighed, the sails unreefed, and we glided slowly
along.” ‘
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MONDAY,

AUGUST 2, 1847
The Board of Works was about to spend large sums of money in Québec
City on the construction of emigrant sheds for Grosse ile. A contract
worth £ 750 had already been awarded to a contractor for the supply
of 3300 feet of framework, ready to be erected at the quarantine
station. In addition, 1 200 feet of framing had been shipped to the island
along with basic materials, and 40 workmen had been sent to assem-
ble the structures and do finishing work. The rest of the framing was
to be delivered the following Friday, August 6. Both the wood and.the
workmanship were of good quality.

Captain Boxer, harbour master for the port of Québec, was asked to:
be on hand at Grosse {le to ensure that the sheds were placed in aloca-
tion where they would benefit from the free circulation of the pre-
vailing winds and to see that they were as near as possible to the shore .
so that it would be easier to embark and disembark emigrants and to
fetch water supplies.

Charles-Félix Cazeau, the secretary of the archdiocese, informed Dr.
Parant, the medical superintendent for the port of Québec, that: the
priests at Grosse fle still did not have access to a rowboat for vis‘iting;
the sick on ships detained at the station, despite the fact that the
Governor General had ordered that one be placed at their disposal. The
failure to carry out these orders did not stem from a lack of goodwill,
‘on the part of the station's medical superintendent, but probably from
the fact that there were not enough rowboats at the island for him to-
allot one every time a boat was needed. ' '

- A sufficient number of rowboats had to be available for providing
the sick with- spiritual and temporal assistance. These poor people
could not be left to die without receiving the last rites. Occasionally,
the priests had been able to use the inspecting physician’s beat, but
almost never when they actually needed it. Moreover, this boat, after.
letting them off at a ship, usually took the inspecting physician
elsewhere and did not return to take the priests ashore or transport .
them to other vessels. ’

‘Emigration agent Buchanan wrote to the Governor General about the
* -problem of housing sick or convalescent emigrants when colder weather
- set in. These people would have tobe evacuated from Grosse ile since
it was inaccessible in winter. In five or six weeks, both the tents and.
the sheds at the quarantine station would be uninhabitable, since it
would be too cold .at night. In Buchanan's opinion, the new sheds at
Po’inte-Sai-ht-‘Chérl‘es, in Montréal, could be made inhabitable for the
winter and would thus be suitable for lodging the emigrants from

Grosse ile.
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'MONDAY,
AUGUST 9, 1847
The Victoria, commanded by Captain J. Blais, arrived at Grosse fle with
31 steerage passengers rescued from the Loosthank, a ship that had run
into difficulty off Miramichi, New Brunswick. Since no deaths or cases
of illness were reported among its passengers and crew, the ship left’
the quarantine station that same day.

The Governor General told Dr. Douglas that it was absolutely neces-
sary to disembark all healthy passengers from any ship with caSjes of
illness aboard as soon as it arrived at Grosse ile. Such passengers would:
have to be kept in quarantine long enough for them to bathe 'thoroug'hly
and wash their clothing and personal effects. The medical ‘super-
intendent should also ensure that sick people and suspicious cases
were separated from healthy emigrants. Only those who were pérfectly
" healthy should be allowed to board steamers heading for Montréal.

According to the Canadien of August 9, two scientists had been sent to
Canada recently by the British government and were on their-way to
Grosse ile. There they planned to test a chemical agent which they
claimed could purify the unwholesome air in hospitals where: patients
suffering from contagious diseases were confined.

'Fhe Canadien also published an article originally appearing in the
. Minerve on the alarming state of affairs at Grosse Ile, where a number
of disease- and death-ridden ships had arrived in a deplorable condi-
tion. The author of the article denounced the British government-and
the Irish lords for forcing the colony to accept the emigration of all the.
poorest, most degenerate and least desirable elements in the British
Isles. These emigrants, he said, spread death wherever they went, .in
. the towns and throughout the countryside, and they were supposed to
be accepted without a murmur. This was what it meant to be a colony.

Seventeen burials were recorded in the register of the Catholic chapel
- and six in that of the Protestant chapel.
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TUESDAY,
AUGUIST 10, 1847

The Executive Council committee rejected the request made by Dr.
Douglas on August 3 respecting a raise in salary. The committee was
of the opinion that the medical superintendent was an officer
employed on a permanent basis, with an annual allowance as payment
for services rendered during the year; the medical assistants, on the
other hand, were employed by the day for a limited period and could
be dismissed at any time. (The Governor General ratified this decision
the following day.)

Father William Dunn, parish priest of Frampton, Father Thomas
Caron, assistant director of the Seminary of Nicolet, and Father Maxime
Tardif, curate at Lotbiniére, arrived at Grosse fle. Father Michel
Forgues, parish priest of Sainte-Marie-de-Beauce, and Father Antoine
Lebel, curate at Rimouski, left the quarantine station in good health.

~ Father C.-F. Cazeau, the secretary of the archdiocese, wrote to the

Governor General on behalf of Archbishop Signay to say that the
Catholic priests working at Grosse ile were finding it difficult to serve
the healthy emigrants who, after being taken ashore, were falling ill
in increasing numbers. These passengers were kept at the east end of
the island, about a mile away from the hospitals and the Catholic
priests’ lodgings. The missionaries who had to cover this distance on
foot several times a day could not continue to do so without becoming
exhausted and thus endangering their health.

Therefore, the Archbishop asked the Governor General to ensure
that a horse and cart were placed at the priests’ disposal, as had
already been proposed by the medical superintendent. (See the
Governor General's reply of August 21.) The Archbishop also informed
the Governor General that two priests recently employed at the station
had come down with typhus; 14 others had caught the disease
previously.

The Canadien reported that the Eliza and Sarah was anchored at
Grosse {le. The vessel had 276 passengers on board, even though it had
room for only around 185. Twenty-two people had died during the
crossing and 20 others were ill.

The Quebec Mercury published an article on the alarming situation at
Grosse ile. The day before, on August 9, there were 2240 patients in
hospital. A number of ships had been placed in quarantine and they
were rife with disease. The hospitals were more crowded than ever and
the poor emigrants in tents were dying by the dozens. Eleven people
had passed away during the night of August 8 and another on the way
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The supposedly sick people who had embarked on the steamer
Queen at Grosse Ile had been examined regularly by Dr. Beardon
and had been given a clean bill of health. In support of this diag-
nosis, Dr. Douglas asserted that these people had walked from
the east end of the island to the wharf, a distance of 1.25 mile.
He was surprised that Dr. Stansfield, who was well aware of the
particular situation of emigrants in 1847, would presume to judge
what state of health these people were in 24 hours before set-
ting eyes on them. The fact was, he said, that every day, and even
every hour, there were cases of apparently healthy emigrants who
fell gravely ill within the space of a few hours and died in even
less time.

The medical superintendent declared that the tents currently
housed 1840 healthy passengers from vessels on which disease
had broken out. He did not think that a military medical officer
would classify even 50 of these people as being in good health,
although none of them suffered from any specific illness, apart
from a certain lingering fatigue from being cooped up and breath-
ing foul air during the crossing. Before these passengers disem-
barked at Grosse Ile, they had been examined, and those show-
ing any signs of illness had been sent to hospital. The rest, who
appeared healthy, had been taken ashore and put in tents, but
within four days, 180 of them had fallen ill and were admitted to
hospital. while another 67 had died before they could be removed
from their canvas shelters. There had been cases of emigrants
going out of their tents, lying down in the grass, and dying there.
One man had been found dead., sitting on a pile of shingles.

Dr. Douglas had foreseen that passengers would become
more vulnerable when they left their ships for dry land and began
to eat unaccustomed food; he had already warned that such emi-
grants would be subject to increased sickness and mortality.
Similarly, a 24-hour trip on a steamer could trigger the symp-
toms of a disease that had remained latent in people who had
withstood being transferred from their ship to a tent, but whose
health had been undermined by the “miasmas.” or unwholesome
air, inhaled during the long ocean voyage and the months of
undernourishment previously endured in Ireland.

Dr. Beardon, who had been responsible for examining pas-
sengers before they left the island, was fairly advanced in years
and had perhaps not been as attentive as he should have been.
He had offered his resignation of his own accord the previous
Saturday. He had been replaced by Dr. Fenwick, who, Dr. Douglas
hoped, would be more reliable. If, however, the emigration
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already assisted Dr. Jacques at Grosse {le. His salary would be 25s. per
day. (See reply of August 23))

Dr. Douglas sought higher wages for the boatmen. He wanted their
salary to be increased by 2s. 6d. per day, retroactive to July 1.
According to him, they were the only employees who had not received
a raise — since he had forgotten to include them when requesting a
pay increase for the policemen — and they deserved one more than
anybody. Douglas praised the unflagging efforts of the boatmen, who
could always be depended on even though théy were confronted with
distressful scenes and often solicited by building contractors on the
island who offered them two or three times the amount they were
making. (See reply of August 23.)

The medical superintendent informed the Executive Council of an
altercation that had occurred in public at Grosse ile between Dr.
Beardon and Mr. Robert Symes, the deputy emigration agent at the
quarantine station. Dr. Beardon had resigned from his duties and left
the island as a result. Finding both parties at fault, the Executive
Council committee demanded that Mr. Symes be dismissed. (See
August 26.)

Father Francois Morin, parish priest of Saint-Joseph-de-Beauce, and
Father Pierre-Grégoire Tremblay, a professor at Sainte-Anne-de-la-
Pocatiere College, arrived at Grosse ile.

According to the Quebec Gazette, the steamer St. George had brought
171 convalescent emigrants to Québec City and had put them ashore
at the India Wharf. The group comprised 66 men, 57 women and
48 children, many of whom were orphans. A number of emigrants liv-
ing in the sheds at the India Wharf had left the place, fearing
infection. Some of them had sought refuge under the awnings
covering the deck of the St. George, while others had spent the night
outside in the rain.

The Journal de Québec raised questions about the way food was dis-
tributed at Grosse ile . According to a reliable source, who had com-
municated with the newspaper on August 16, the growing number of
deaths among healthy emigrants at Grosse Ile could be attributed to
the fact that many of them were not getting enough to eat.

Food was distributed to these unfortunate people, numbering some
2000, by Mr. Robert Symes. This man worked very systematically: for
example, before giving a bit of meat and a piece of bread to a woman,
even if she were dying of hunger, he would ask her to give her name,
her place of birth, the number of children she had, the name of the
port at which she had embarked for North America and the length of
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Québec City, arrived at Grosse ile. For both clergymen, it was the second
time they had come to care for the sick at the quarantine station.

Reporting on the progress of construction work on Grosse ile, Pierre
Laurencel wrote that at the west end of the island, near Green Bay
(Cholera Bay), two kitchens had been built and a 204-foot hospital com-
pleted by the contractor Mr. Trudel. At the east end, Mr. Dorion had
erected another shed on the farm; the policemen’s lodgings, the police
superintendent's house and three kitchens had also been erected.
The wash house, which was to hold four large boilers, was nearing
completion and a well was being dug by four men. The decking on the
wharf was finished and work continued on the upright plaﬁk'ing.'
Quarry stone was supposed to be delivered that week to complete thie
wharf’s foundations. '

Because of the large number of patients still in tents, another hos-
pital had been ordered. It was to measure 240 feet in length and be
built on the rocks near the water's edge, in the same sector as the
bemetery. This location was best suited to the station’s needs, but it
would entail extra construction costs because the ground was uneven
and rocky. Mr. Trudel had agreed at once to build the hospital.
Laurencel concluded his report by suggesting that a lantern be hung
from a mast at the end of the wharf, in case lighting was neéded on
~ dark-autumn nights.

Robert Symes, the former deputy emigration agent who had been
dismissed because. of a ﬁght he had with Dr. Beardon at the quarantine:
station, asked to be reinstated. In his favour, he provided references
by the chief emigration agent, Mr. Buchanan; the medical superin- -
tendent of Grosse {le, Dr. Douglas; several members of the clergy; and
anumber of physicians working at the station. He claimed to have been

provoked by Dr. Beardon and expressed sincere regrets for what had
happened. (See reply of September 3.)

According to the Quebec Gazette, Dr. Eastaff and Dr. Damours had
returned to Québec City.

Fifteen burials were recorded in the register of the Catholic chapel and
six i that of the Protestant chapel.

Dr. Douglas reported that an average of 2021 .patients were in
hospital per day between August 1 and 31 inclusively.
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including 20 orphans. Convalescent patients ready to leave the
quarantine station had departed for Montréal on the Lady Colborne.

The Quebec Mercury also mentioned that Dr. Johnston was seriously
ill with typhus again and had come back to Québec City on the steamer
Lady Colborne. In addition, Dr. Fortin had left his post on the island
following a reduction in medical staff.

According to the Canadien, 1276 people (518 men, 429 women and
329 children) were in hospital on Grosse {le .

Scventeen burials were recorded in the register of the Catholic chapel.

WEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 22, 1847

Douglas recommended that the salary of hospital stewards be raised
by 5s. per day and that the wages of cooks and nurses be increased by
3s. 6d. per day

In response to Douglas' request of September 12 regarding what should
be done with the sick at Grosse Ile after the navigation season, the
Executive Council committee said that it would be unwise to consid-
er preparing the buildings on the island to keep emigrants there in win-
ter. It would be more expedient to send them to Montréal or Québec
City, where they could be housed in buildings that would be erected
for them and fitted out for that purpose. :

The Executive Council commiittee agreed to the suggestion made by
the deputy commissary general on September 16 that emigrants be pro-
vided with potatoes instead of bread. (The Governor General ratified
this decision on September 24.)

Thirteen burials were recorded in the register of the Catholic chapel
and six in that of the Protestant chapel.

THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 23, 1847

Fourteen burials were recorded in the register of the Catholic chapel
and eight in that of the Protestant chapel.

























FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 1, 1847

Thirty-five convalescents left for Québec City aboard the steamer
Lady Colborne.

Dr. Douglas proposed a series of measures to gradually prepare for the
closing of the quarantine station, scheduled for the end of the month.
He suggested that 400 convalescent emigrants be sent to Montréal once
a week, until only those emigrants for whom the voyage would be too
dangerous were left on Grosse ile . He suggested that the latter be sent
to the Marine Hospital in Québec City rather than to Montréal. Douglas
planned to reduce his medical staff as the number of sick declined; he
had already discharged three medical assistants and several hospital
employees.

The medical superintendent also thought that the services of the
deputy emigration agent, as well as those of his boatman and cook,
were no longer required at the quarantine station. Mr. Durmody, a
clerk, could distribute travel passes to emigrants when necessary. Dr.
Douglas also said that half of the detachment of troops could return to
Québec City as of October 5, and the remainder the week after. Two
policemen and two boatmen would also be able to leave. (See reply of
October 25.)

In response to the request made by the Archbishop of Québec on
September 30, the Governor General agreed to defray the expenses
incurred in taking orphans to various parishes in the archdiocese.

Dr. Douglas wrote to the editor of the Quebec Mercury informing him
of the discovery of the body of a drowned man on the rocks near
Telegraph Hill. According to the medical superintendent, this man was
evidently a worker from Québec City. Douglas therefore asked the edi-
tor to publish the description he had provided in the hope that it would
help to identify the body. The man was given a decent burial on
Grosse ile . The newspaper published the information the next day.

According to the Quebec Mercury, the Reverend R. Anderson had felt
unwell after returning from Grosse_ile on Tuesday, September 28; he
had decided, therefore, to stay in Québec City in order to see a doctor.
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SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 17, 1847

Death of William Lindsay, a 24-year-old policeman, during the week
of October 17 to 23. '

Two burials were recorded in the register of the Catholic chapel.

MONDAY,
OCTOBER 18, 1847

Catholic marriage of Patrick Flood and Eliza Watters, from County
Kilkenny, Ireland. Father B. McGauran signed the marriage certificate.

Two burials were recorded in the register of the Catholic chapel.

TUESDAY,
OCTOBER 19, 1847

In preparation for closing the quarantine station, transferring all
remaining emigrants to Montréal and putting the buildings in order for
the winter, Dr. Douglas requested authorization to leave four people
on Grosse {le to keep an eye on the facilities once the season was over.
Although in previous years, two caretakers had been equal to the task,
Douglas said that more would be necessary in 1847 because of the
larger number of buildings.

Two of these employees could live in the hospitals, one in the
barracks and another at the east end of the island where the sheds had
been erected. The medical superintendent proposed that one of the
police sergeants and three of the boatmen be hired as caretakers; the
latter would make it possible to reach the mainland in the event of an
emergency. Douglas suggested that they be paid $10- per month,
without rations. (See reply of October 25.)

Dr. Douglas informed the Governor General that the money which had

_ been remitted to the chief hospital steward by emigrants who had since
died at Grosse ile totalled £ 816 3s. 6 1/2d. Of that amount, £ 200 17s.
had been entrusted to the emigration agent, to be handed over to rel-
atives of the deceased. A sum of £195 10d. had been given to Anglican
and Roman Catholic clergymen for the benefit of the orphans whom
they had taken into their care. A balance of £ 149 16s. 6d. was still in
the possession of the medical superintendent, who suggested that it be
transferred to the emigration agent so that he might forward it to
friends of the deceased in Europe.

. Dr. Douglas suggested that an inventory be made of the contents of
204 boxes belonging to deceased emigrants. This would make it pos-
sible to remit valuable articles to people who might claim them in the
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future. As for the 23 feather beds and a large quantity of clothing
belonging to the deceased, Douglas suggested that they be destroyed
or burnt. (See reply of October 25.)

Four burials were recorded in the register of the Catholic chapel.

WEDNESDAY,
OCTOBER 20, 1847

Three burials were recorded in the register of the Catholic chapel.

THURSDAY,
OCTOBER 21, 1847

The Quebec Gazette reported that Mr. Julyan, a Commissariat employee
stationed on Grosse ile, had had a hunting accident on ile Sainte-
Marguerite; his hand had been shattered when his gun exploded.

According to Dr. Douglas, an average of 346 people were in hospital
per day on Grosse {le from October 1 to 21 inclusively. (It may be con-
cluded, therefore, that the last sick emigrant left hospital on October 21,
1847.) . ‘

FRIDAY, ’
OCTOBER 22, 1847

Pierre Laurencel told C.-E. Casgrain, the Public Works commissioner,
that he hoped to complete construction work on Grosse ile the fol-
lowing week. Fenders had been installed on the wharf and the risers
of the two stairways had been panelled. The fence behind the hospitals
and the cover for the ditch in the cemetery were nearing completion.
The hospitals still had to be closed for the winter. Only nine men were
still working on the island: three carpenters were busy on the wharf,
one carpenter and two labourers wére covering the ditch in the ceme-
tery and two carpenters were building the fence behind the hospital
and doing other odd jobs. A carter was transporting materials when
necessary.

SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 23, 1847

According to the Quebec Mercury, the Grosse fle quarantine station was
closed, for all practical purposes. All emigrants, whether healthy or
sick, had been removed, and only two patients remained. They were
William Lindsay and a Mr. Hum, who were employees at the station.
(As mentioned above, Lindsay died in the week of October 17 to 23.)

The Quebec Mercury found it disturbing that several nurses had
returned from Grosse ile in apparent good health recently and had died
of typhus shortly afterwards.
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SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 30; 1847

Theé Quebec Mercury reported that the Lord Ashburton had arrived in a
deplorable state. One hundred and seven passengers had died during
the crossing and another 60 were ill with typhus or dysentery. The
steamer Alliance had been sent from Québec City to embark all the emi-
grants, regardless of their state of health. Five more people died on the
trip between Grosse fle and Québec City, and the newspaper wondered
how many more victims there would be before the steamer reached
Montréal. Five passengers had been required to remain on board the
Lord Ashburton to help sail the vessel from Grosse fle to Québec City.
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SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 13, 1847

M’ Filder, the commissary general, asked that payment be made to one
of his subaltern officers, a certain Mr. Julyan, who had been employed
as a clerk at Grosse Ile . (See reply of November 24.)

TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 16, 1847

Dr. Douglas requested financial compensation for the expenses he had
incurred and the extra responsibilities he had assumed during the past
quarantine season in his capacity as medical superintendent at
Grosse ile. (See reply of November 24.)

THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER 18, 1847

Captain E. Bell, who had commanded the Lord Ashburton, died of
typhus in a private hospital in Beauport. This ship was the last to visit
the quarantine station during the 1847 navigation season.

WEDNESDAY,
NOVEMBER 24, 1847

The Executive Council committee agreed that Dr. Douglas should be

paid the extra compensation he had requested on November 16. From

the time he had been appointed to the position of medical superin-

tendent at Grosse le in 1840 to the beginning of the 1847 season, the

doctor’s salary had been £ 50 per month for six months each year,
. starting May 1 and ending October 31.

The previous March, he had asked to be paid for April, November
and December as well (and thus receive £ 150 more) since during these
months he also worked for the government, preparing the quarantine
station or writing up his report and closing accounts. His request was
also motivated by forecasts of increased emigration and higher inci-
dence of disease, which would make the coming season particularly
difficult, and by the fact that he would probably have to rent a house
in Québec City for his family. At the time, the committee had recom-
mended this request favourably.to the Governor General, who had
given it his consent.

During the season, the responsibilities and work of the medical
superintendent at Grosse Ile had increased to a degree that was quite
unforeseeable. Consequently, the committee, recognizing the doctor’s
tireless efforts and assiduity in a time of great danger and hardship,
recommended to the Governor General that the superintendent of
Grosse Ile be granted a bonus of £ 100 for additional services. This
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amount would also cover the unpaid professional fees for medical care
provided by Dr. Douglas to soldiers in the detachment posted at
Grosse {le in the summer of 1847. These fees, for which Dr. Douglas
had already presented a bill, came to £ 9 4s. 5d.

The Executive Council committee agreed to grant a compensation of
15s. per day to Mr. Julyan, the commissary general's clerk at Grosse
fle, as had been requested on November 13. This was the same amount
as that granted to Mr. Studdert, a subaltern officer in the 93rd

" Highlanders Regiment,

THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER 25, 1847

Dr. Aylwin, who had worked at the quarantine station as a medical
assistant from July to October 5, asked that his salary be extended to
cover the time he was sick. Only a few days after leaving his job at
Grosse Ile, he had become seriously ill with typhus and had been
confined to his bed until November 20.

TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 30, 1847

Stephen E. De Vere, a nobleman who had sailed to Canada in
steerage class on an emigrant ship in 1847, wrote a letter about
his stay at Grosse ile to F. Elliot, the chairman of the Board of
.Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners in Great Britain:

In June, when De Vere was at Grosse Ile, medical services and
hospital facilities were quite inadequate. Medical examinations
on board vessels were brief and hasty; practically no questions
were asked. The physician walked along the row of passengers
on deck and picked out those who looked unwell, and, after a
cursory examination, had them taken to shore and sent to hos-
pital. This hastiness meant that certain healthy passengers were
detained and hospitalized, while a good number of others,
although sick with typhus, were free to continue their journey.

With respect to the general management of the hospitals, De Vere
did not feel qualified to give an opinion. The sheds were miserable;
they were so flimsily built that they kept out neither heat nor
cold. There was not enough care given to separating the sick from
the healthy, or to disinfecting and cleaning the buildings once sick
people had been removed to hospital. Often the same straw
on which the sick emigrants had lain became a bed for the next
occupant, and De Vere knew of many poor families who
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+ preferred to burrow under stones piled up along the shore rather
than take shelter in the infected sheds.

De Vere had only praise for those who carried out the task of
bringing food to the sheds and thus offered the emigrants some
passing relief. It was dangerous and difficult work, requiring
much judgment, and it was done with enthusiasm, humanity and
discernment.
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WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 1, 1847

The Canadien announced that the navigation season at Québec City
was now closed. Not a single vessel from overseas remained in the port.

FRIDAY,
DECEMBER 3, 1847

The Executive Council committee agreed to the request for financial
compensation made by Dr. Aylwin on November 25. He was granted
the sum of £ 25 for the time he lost because of his illness. The com-
mittee also took into account the fact that Dr. Aylwin, as an employee
at Grosse le, was prevented from maintaining his regular practice and
depended entirely on the government for income.

SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 5, 1847

Dr. Douglas wished to receive instructions as to how he should dispose
of certain sums of money, coming to £ 150 in all, which remained in
his keeping. The money was the remainder of the exira pay granted
to the orderlies at Grosse fle . Some of these employees had left their
jobs before the extra funds were authorized; others had not claimed
their due. Dr. Douglas also held another £ 28 6d., which represented
the unpaid wages of nine nurses and orderlies who had died; this money
had not been claimed by their relatives. (See reply of December 15.)

MONDAY,
DECEMBER 6, 1847

Father Cazeau wrote once more on behalf of the Archbishop of Québec
to request compensation for the expenses incurred in providing
spiritual comfort to sick Catholic emigrants at Grosse fle and at the
Marine Hospital in Québec City. He said that a complete account of
these expenses would be submitted to the government. (See reply of
December 15.)
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WEDNESDAY, .
DECEMBER 8, 1847

Dr. Douglas sent a letter to the Governor General about the disinfect-
ing fluid made by Messrs. Ledoyen and Calvert. To begin with, he said
that he was unable to form an opinion on the basis of personal obser-
vation, since when Ledoyen and Calvert arrived at Grosse ile, the
season was advanced, the hospitals were no longer overcrowded, and
all the sick emigrants had been removed from the tents to the new
buildings.

In constructing these buildings, a great deal of attention had been
given to the ventilation system, so that it was difficult to detect any
offensive smell; Ledoyen and Calvert had therefore decided not to use
their disinfecting fluid there. As a result, Douglas stated that he could
give no opinion on the efficacity of the fluid in neutralizing “contagious
miasmas” (or disease-causing emanations) in hospitals, preventing the
spread of disease and protecting those whose work brought them into
contact with sick people.

Douglas pointed out that the two men had contracted typhus when
they were using the fluid in the wards of the Marine Hospital in Québec
City. It was therefore reasonable to conclude, he said, that the fluid did
not possess the protective properties attributed to it. In any case, the
superintendent did not believe that a chemical agent could replace
good ventilation, which, when properly achieved, made it possible to
remove all unhealthy air.

WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 15, 1847

In reply to the inquiry made by Douglas on December 5, as to how he
should dispose of certain sums of money remaining in his keeping, the.
Executive Council comniittee recommended that Douglas deposit the
£ 150 in the Savings Bank and transmit the £ 28 6d. to Joseph Cary,
the deputy inspector general of public accounts and receiver of emi-
grants’ monies and effects, who would keep it with the other sums of
money belonging to dead emigrants.

The Executive Council committee recommended that a bank draft for
£ 300 be made out to Father Cazeau to cover expenses incurred in pro-
viding spiritual comfort to sick Catholic emigrants at Grosse fle and at
the Marine Hospital in Québec City, as mentioned in his letter of
December 6.
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Enumeration of Authorities
and Working People ITnvolved

with Grosse fle in 1847.

Allen, William C.: physician
Anderson, Richard: Anglican missionary
Andrews, Vincent orderly

Aylwin, Thomas C. member of the
Legislative Assembly of the Province
of Canada

Ayiwin, George C.: senior medical
student, hired during the season

Bailey, Joseph: Catholic missionary

Bardy, Félix-Sévérin: Catholic missionary

Barter, Thomas 0. medical student, hired
as an apothecary

Beaumont, Pierre: Catholic missianary

Begley, Thomas A.: secretary of the
Board of Warks

Bélanger, Narcisse: Catholic missionary

Bensan, John: physician

Baulton: member of the committee
appointed by the Legislative Assembly
of the Province of Canada

Bradley, John: physician

Breadon (or Beardon), Josepke physician

Buchanan, A. C. chief emigration agent in
QuébecCity

Butler, John: Anglican missionary

Cameron, John H.: Solicitor General,

member of the Legislative Assembly of
the Province of Canada

Campbell, G. W. : physician and commis-
sioner appointed to inquire into the
situation at Grosse lle

Campbell, Archibald: public natary in
Québec City

Campbell, Saxton: public notary in
Québec City

Campbell, T. E.: civil secretary of the
Governor General

Campeau, Antoine: Catholic missionary

Caron, Thomas: Cathalic missionary

Gary, Joseph: deputy inspector general of
public accounts and receiver of emi-
grants’ monies and effects

Casgrain, C. E commissioner of Public
Works

Cayley, Michael: member of the commit-

tee appointed by the Legislative
Assembly of the Province of Canada

Cazeau, Charles-Félix: priest and secre-
tary of the archdiocese of Québec

Chabot, John: member of the committee
appointed by the Legislative Assembly
of the Province of Canada

Chahot, Zacharie: contractor

Chauveau, Pierre-Joseph-Olivier. mem-
ber of the committee appointed by the
Legislative Assembly of the. Province
of Canada

Christie, Robert member of the commit-
tee appointed by the Legislative
Assembly of the Province of Canada

Coursie, J.-B.: workman

Cox, W.. physician

Cullingford, John: apothecary

Damaurs, Rémy-Horace: physician

Dassilva, Piemre: roofer

Dease, P. W.: physician

DeWitt, Jacol: member of the committee
appointed by the Legistative Assembly
of the Province of Canada

Dickinson, James: physician

Dinning: contractor

Darion, Joseph-Hercule: Catholic
missionary

Dorion, Edouard: contractor

Douglas, George Mellis: physician and
medical superintendent of Grosse lle

Doguay, Moise: Catholic missionary
Dunn, William: Catholic missionary
Dupuis, Adolphe: Catholic missionary
Durmody: clerk

Eastaff: physician

Elgin, James Bruce (Lord): Governor
General

Fenwick, A G.: physician

Ferguson, Rugh: hospital steward

Ferland, Jean-Baptiste-Antnine: Catholic
missionary

Ferland, Piemre: workman

Filder, William: commissary general
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Fisher: matron (or head nurse)
Forest, Charles: Anglican missionary
Forgues, Michel: Cathalic missianary
Fortin, Piere: physician

Fréchette: contractor

Gamache, Alphé: workman
Gamache, Joseph: workman

Gariépy, Prisque: Catholic missionary
Garmean: nurse

Giroux: domestic of the Catholic
missionaries

Grace, Michael: [abourer

Guerout, Narcisse: Anglican missionary
Hallé, Etienne: Catholic missionary
Harper, Jean: Catholic missionary

Hawke, A. B.: emigration agent for Upper
Canada

Hélie dit Breton, Joseph: contractor
Hobhs, Margaret nurse

Haran, Edward John: Cathalic missionary
Hudon: Catholic missionary

Hum: member of quarantine station per-
sonnel

Huot, Louis: Catholic missionary
Jacques, E. physician
Jameson, John, Jr.: physician
dJameson, Jahn, Sr.. physician

Jean, Philippe-Honoré: Catholic
missionary

Johnston: physician

Julyan: Commissariat employee
Kenny, James: arderly

Kerrigan, Michael: Cathalic missionary
Laberge, Pierre: contractor

Laidley, L: deputy commissary general
Langtois, Charles: labourar

Lapointe, Pierre: contractor

Larocque: physician

Laarencel, Pierre: agent of the Board of
Works and superintendent of con-
struction work

Lavoie, Antonin: boatman



Lebel, Antoine: Catholic missionary
Lefebvre, Louis: workman

Lindsay, William: policeman

Lonsdell, Richard: Anglican missionary
Mackie, George: Anglican missionary
Malhiot, Alfred: physician

Malo, Louis-Stanislas: Catholic
missionary

Maxwell, Elizabeth: nurse
McConaty, Catherine: nurse
McDevitt, James: Catholic missionary

McDonnell, Robert L: physician and com-
missioner appointed to inquire into the
situation at Grosse lle

McDonnell, James Francis: Catholic
missionary

McGauran, Bemnard: Catholic missionary

McGrath, Thomas: physician

McGuirk, Hugh: Catholic missionary

McKay, Murdoch: chief hospital steward

Métivier, Charles: member of quarantine
station personnal

Moffatt, George: mamber of the commit-
tee appointed by the Legislative
Assembly of the Province of Canada

Monier, Basile: contractor

Montminy, Edouerd: Catholic missionary

Morin, Frangais: Catholic missionary

Mormis, Charles: Anglican missionary

Mountain, Ammine W.: Anglican missionary

Mountain, George J.. Anglican bishop
and missionary

Moylen, William Wallece: Catholic
missionary

Murney: mamber of the committee
appointed by the Legislative Assembly
of the Province of Canada

Nelligan, James: Catholic missionary

Newton, John T:: physician

0’Grady, John C.: Anglican missionary

0"Reilly, Bernard: Catholic missionary

Painchaud, Joseph: physician and com-
missioner appointed to mquire into the
situation at Grosse lle
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Palmer, Samuel: policeman

Parant, Joseph: inspecting physician for
the port of Québec

Parkm. Edward Callen: Anglican

_missionary

Patton, William: contractor

Payment, Etienne: Catholic missionary

Perras, Jean-Baptiste: Catholi
missionary :

Pinet, Alexis-Albert physician

Piton, Nicolas: clerk

Plante, Alexis: baker

Palk, William: clerk of Mr. Ray, a sutler

Proulx, Antoine: Catholic missionary

Provencher, Léon: Catholic missionary

Ray, Martin: sutler

Robillard: physician

Robson, Hubert Catholic missionary

Rollit, Charles: Anglican missionary

Roussean, C.-Z: Catholic missionary

Roy, Pierre: Catholic missionary

Sauvé, H-H.: physician

Sax, Pieme-Télesphnre: Catholic
missionary

Signay, Joseph: Catholic archbishop
of Québec

Stanley, Hlen: nurse

Stansfield, James: medical officer in
Montréal

Stevenson, W.: shipowner in Québec City
Stewart, William A.: physician

Studdert junior officer of the 33rd
Highlanders Regiment

Sutton, Edward Georga: Anglican
missionary

Symes, Robert: deputy emigration agent
Tardif, Charles: Catholic missionary
Tardif, Maxime: Catholic missionary

Tascherean, Eizéar-Alexandre: Catholic
missionary

Torrance, Johe: Anglican missianary
Touchette, Charles: contractor
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Tremblay, Pieme-Grégoire: Catholic
missionary

Trudel, Jean: contractor

Turgeon, Pierre-Flavien: coadjutor of the
archdiocese of Québec

Vézina, Arséne: labourer

Vincent, Amand: domestic of the
Catholic missionaries

Vivian, John H.: physician

Wallace, Thomas: physician

Watt, John: physician

Whitten, Andrew T.: Anglican missionary










