
OFFICIAL LANGUAGES AND BILINGUALISM ARE
AT THE HEART OF CANADIAN IDENTITY 

 

Population by First Official Language
Spoken and Bilingualism, Canada

By First Official Language Spoken

Evolution of the Demographic
Weight of Francophones
by First Official
Language Spoken,
Canada and Canada
outside Quebec

 

1996 2016

Northwest Territories
FR: 1,240 (3.0%)

EN: 39,950 (96.5%)
BIL: 4,275 (10.3%)

Nunavut
FR: 630 (1.8%)

EN: 33,040 (92.6%)
BIL: 1,525 (4.3%) Quebec

FR: 6,890,305 (85.4%)
EN: 1,103,475 (13.7%)
BIL: 3,586,410 (44.5%)

Newfoundland and Labrador
FR: 2,428 (0.5%)
EN: 512,523 (99.4%)
BIL: 25,940 (5.0%)

Prince Edward Island
FR: 4,665 (3.3%)
EN: 135,130 (95.8%)
BIL: 17,840 (12.7%)

Nova Scotia
FR: 29,368 (3.2%)
EN: 880,348 (96.5%)
BIL: 95,380 (10.5%)

New Brunswick
FR: 234,055 (31.8%)
EN: 499,970 (67.9%)
BIL: 249,955 (33.9%)

Ontario
FR: 550,595 (4.1%)
EN: 12,440,795 (93.4%)
BIL: 1,490,395 (11.2%)

Manitoba
FR: 40,978 (3.2%)
EN: 1,204,798 (95.5%)
BIL: 108,455 (8.6%)

Saskatchewan
FR: 14,440 (1.3%)

EN: 1,061,110 (98.0%)
BIL: 51,360 (4.7%)

Alberta
FR: 79,838 (2.0%)

EN: 3,888,983 (96.6%)
BIL: 264,715 (6.6%)

British Columbia
FR: 64,323 (1.4%)

EN: 4,382,328 (95.3%)
BIL: 314,925 (6.8%)

Yukon
FR: 1,635 (4.6%)

EN: 33,785 (95.0%)
BIL: 4,900 (13.8%)

FRENCH AND ENGLISH ARE
THE LANGUAGES OF INCLUSION

French
7,018,055 | 24.6%

English
21,048,945 | 73.8%

Bilingual (FR/EN)
6,216,070 | 17.9%

French
7,914,498 | 22.8%

Bilingual (FR/EN)
4,841,320 | 17.0%

English
26,216,243 | 75.4%

Source: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census.

Source: Statistics Canada, 2016 Census.Sources: Statistics Canada, 1996-2016 Censuses. Sources: Statistics Canada, 2003-2017.

Sources: Statistics Canada, 1971-2016 Censuses. Sources: Statistics Canada, 2015-2016. CRTC, 2018. PCH, 2016-2017.

French, Quebec English, Quebec

French, Rest of Canada English, Rest of Canada

MORE AND MORE YOUNG PEOPLE STUDY
THEIR SECOND LANGUAGE 

BILINGUALISM VARIES
CONSIDERABLY BY GROUP

THE DEMOGRAPHIC WEIGHT OF FRANCOPHONES IS DECLINING

 

 

Population by First Official Language Spoken
and Bilingualism, Provinces and Territories

THE DEMOGRAPHIC PICTURE VARIES BY PROVINCE OR TERRITORY

SUPPORTING MINORITY COMMUNITY
INSTITUTIONS ENHANCES THEIR VITALITY

Schools Community
organizations

Students

40
920 300
247,200

of Francophones feel that having two official languages is an important
part of what it means to be Canadian (vs. 57% of English-speakers)

of Francophones think that learning both official languages contributes to
a better understanding among Canadians (vs. 65% of English-speakers)

of English-speakers think that the Government of Canada is effective in
protecting both official languages (vs. 39% of Francophones)

THE MAJORITY OF CANADIANS PERCEIVE
OFFICIAL LANGUAGES POSITIVELY 

 

Source: Vox Pop Labs Inc. on behalf of PCH, 2018

French immersion enrolment increased 59% since 2003-2004

71%

84%

57%

Population by Mother 
Tongue, Canada

Population by First Official 
Language Spoken, Canada

75.4%
English

22.8%
French

1.8% Neither
English nor French

*OVER 215 OTHER LANGUAGES:
The most important, Mandarin, was
spoken by 610,835 people (1.8%)

FRENCH AND/OR ENGLISH ARE
SPOKEN BY 98.2% OF CANADIANS

57.0%
English

22.0%
Other*

21.0%
French

100%
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School boards

Canada

Canada outside Quebec

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES IN CANADA

Sources: Statistics Canada, 1996 and 2016 Censuses.

2.4 M 
Young Canadians study French or
English as a second language 

449,745
of them are in French immersion
programs outside Quebec 

1971 1981 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2016

25%

20%

10%

5%

15%

6.1%
5.1% 4.8% 4.5% 4.4% 4.2% 4.0% 3.8%

22.8%23.2%23.6%24.1%24.6%25.2%
26.3%

27.5%

Radio stations
and newspapers120

275,000

0

28
8,

97
0

39
2,

43
0

40
9,

89
3

42
8,

61
9

44
9,

74
5

29
5,

19
7

30
4,

29
3

31
1,

11
5

31
7,

66
2

32
8,

71
6

34
1,

69
4

35
6,

58
0

37
2,

87
9

2003
2004

2004
2005

2005
2006

2006
2007

2007
2008

2008
2009

2009
2010

2010
2011

2011
2012

2012
2013

2013
2014

2014
2015

2015
2016

2016
2017

28
2,

83
9

300,000

325,000

350,000

375,000

400,000

425,000

450,000


