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GOAL 11
SUSTAINABLE
CITIES AND
COMMUNITIES

CANADIANS LIVING IN AREAS WHERE 
AMBIENT AIR QUALITY STANDARDS ARE MET 

INCREASED FROM 60% IN 2007 TO 70% IN 2015
Source: Environment and Climate Change Canada, Achieving a Sustainable Future: 

Progress report on the 2016 to 2019 Federal Sustainable Development Strategy, 2018.

Source: Employment and Social Development Canada, 
Highlights of the National Shelter Study 2005 to 2016.

IN 2016, AN ESTIMATED 

129,127 INDIVIDUALS 
ACCESSED AN 

EMERGENCY SHELTER

30%
WOMEN

70%
MEN

HOMELESSNESS IN CANADA
Community Spotlight

ECOTRUST CANADA is a registered charity that 
works to build the capacity of communities, 

First Nations and entrepreneurs to participate in an 
economy where social, cultural and environmental 

interests are at the center of decision-making. 
Their focus is on rural regions and Indigenous 

communities that depend on renewable resources 
and natural ecosystems for their economic, social, 

and cultural sustainability. In 2018, they developed 
a successful pilot project in partnership with 

Heiltsuk Tribal Council in Bella Bella, BC, where 
diesel furnaces in 40 on-reserve homes were 
switched to electric heat pumps powered by 

nearby hydropower.  
Source: http://www.ecotrust.ca/.

1.7 MILLION HOUSEHOLDS
WERE IN CORE HOUSING NEED IN 2016

FOR OVER 90% OF THEM,
AFFORDABILITY WAS AN ISSUE

Note: A household in core housing need is one whose dwelling is considered unsuitable, inadequate or unaffordable and whose income levels are such that they 
could not afford alternative suitable and adequate housing in their community. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Core housing need, 2016 Census. 

OF WASTE WAS DIVERTED 
FROM A LANDFILL IN 2016

9.3MILLION
TONNES

Sources: Statistics Canada, tables 38-10-0033-01 and 38-10-0034-01.

IN 2016, 

52% OF THIS 

DIVERTED WASTE 
CAME FROM 

RESIDENTIAL SOURCES

39% PAPER FIBRE

28% ORGANICS

25% OTHER

8% PLASTICS OR GLASS
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How to obtain more information
For information about this product or the wide range of services and data available from Statistics Canada, visit our website, 
www.statcan.gc.ca. 
 
You can also contact us by 
 
Email at STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca 
 
Telephone, from Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the following numbers:

 • Statistical Information Service 1-800-263-1136
 • National telecommunications device for the hearing impaired 1-800-363-7629
 • Fax line 1-514-283-9350

 
Depository Services Program

 • Inquiries line 1-800-635-7943
 • Fax line 1-800-565-7757

Note of appreciation
Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a 
long-standing partnership between Statistics Canada, the  
citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other 
institutions. Accurate and timely statistical information 
could not be produced without their continued co-operation  
and goodwill.

Standards of service to the public
Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt, 
reliable and courteous manner. To this end, Statistics Canada 
has developed standards of service that its employees observe.  
To obtain a copy of these service standards, please contact  
Statistics Canada toll-free at 1-800-263-1136. The service  
standards are also published on www.statcan.gc.ca under 
“Contact us” > “Standards of service to the public.”
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