
Service bulletin

Catalogue no. 66-001-P
ISSN 1492-4285

International Travel:
Advance Information

December 2019

Release date: February 21, 2020



How to obtain more information
For information about this product or the wide range of services and data available from Statistics Canada, visit our website, 
www.statcan.gc.ca. 
 
You can also contact us by 
 
email at STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca 
 
telephone, from Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the following numbers: 

•• Statistical Information Service	 1-800-263-1136
•• National telecommunications device for the hearing impaired	 1-800-363-7629
•• Fax line	 1-514-283-9350

 
Depository Services Program 

•• Inquiries line	 1-800-635-7943
•• Fax line	 1-800-565-7757

Standards of service to the public
Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in 
a prompt, reliable and courteous manner. To this end, 
Statistics Canada has developed standards of service 
that its employees observe. To obtain a copy of these 
service standards, please contact Statistics Canada 
toll-free at 1-800-263-1136. The service standards 
are also published on www.statcan.gc.ca under 
“Contact us” > “Standards of service to the public.”

Note of appreciation
Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a 
long‑standing partnership between Statistics Canada, the  
citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other 
institutions. Accurate and timely statistical information 
could not be produced without their continued co‑operation 
and goodwill.

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada

© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada as represented by the Minister of Industry, 2020

All rights reserved. Use of this publication is governed by the Statistics Canada Open Licence Agreement.

An HTML version is also available.

Cette publication est aussi disponible en français.

https://www.statcan.gc.ca
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN%40canada.ca?subject=
https://www.statcan.gc.ca
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/about/service/standards
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/reference/licence
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/66-001-p/66-001-p2019012-eng.htm


Statistical Tables

Table 1  
International trips to Canada1,2

December January to December
2018 2019

% change
2018 2019

% changenumber number

Trips by non-residents3 2,145,219 2,191,767 2.2 31,274,284 32,443,785 3.7
United States Residents 1,672,242 1,697,726 1.5 24,412,440 24,979,486 2.3

Automobile 1,217,977 1,215,682 -0.2 16,370,420 16,748,583 2.3
Same Day 653,211 643,004 -1.6 8,187,317 8,288,058 1.2
One or more nights 564,766 572,678 1.4 8,183,103 8,460,525 3.4

Plane 389,275 412,596 6.0 5,471,720 5,635,965 3.0
Bus 36,802 41,530 12.8 918,636 853,710 -7.1
Train, boat and other methods 28,188 27,918 -1.0 1,651,664 1,741,228 5.4

All other countries residents 472,977 494,041 4.5 6,861,844 7,464,299 8.8
Direct 329,647 357,992 8.6 4,702,691 4,879,085 3.8
Via the United States4 143,330 136,049 -5.1 2,159,153 2,585,214 19.7

Trips by residents of Canada3 4,284,283 4,376,787 2.2 56,340,014 56,148,606 -0.3
Returning from the United States 3,329,676 3,383,473 1.6 44,374,878 43,805,673 -1.3

Automobile 2,452,095 2,442,218 -0.4 33,407,531 32,392,103 -3.0
Same day 1,804,647 1,732,203 -4.0 22,460,268 21,461,224 -4.4
One or more nights 647,448 710,015 9.7 10,947,263 10,930,879 -0.1

Plane 808,470 853,109 5.5 9,634,508 10,038,727 4.2
Bus 51,824 70,217 35.5 815,743 843,833 3.4
Train, boat and other methods 17,287 17,929 3.7 517,096 531,010 2.7

Returning from other countries 954,607 993,314 4.1 11,965,136 12,342,933 3.2
Direct 882,146 937,676 6.3 11,001,501 11,430,698 3.9
Via the United States4 72,461 55,638 -23.2 963,635 912,235 -5.3

Total3 6,429,502 6,568,554 2.2 87,614,298 88,592,391 1.1

1. Frontier Counts data since May 2017 incorporate Primary Inspection Kiosk (PIK) data from the airports where the system has been implemented. Preliminary modelled estimates, initially used 
while awaiting the receipt of data from PIK airports, have now been replaced with PIK data.

2. When reporting in PIK instead of E311 declaration cards, note that Canadian residents returning by plane from overseas countries via the United States are more likely to report that they are 
returning from the United States and not from overseas via the United States. Use caution when making direct 2017-2018 comparisons with these categories. 
3. Excludes immigrants, former residents, military personnel, diplomats and crews. 
4. Entries and re-entries through or by way of the United States. 
Source: Reports of entries and re-entries from offices of the Canada Border Services Agency.
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Table 3  
Trips of one or more nights by non-residents to Canada, by province of entry, year to date1 

January to December
N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. Nvt. Canada

United States 2018 13,013 294 172,383 329,951 1,991,314 6,837,897 221,723 82,456 755,112 3,879,608 156,513 89 14,440,353
2019 16,536 247 150,278 387,339 2,076,891 7,090,278 231,320 88,601 801,953 3,980,733 169,777 92 14,994,045
% change 27.1 -16.0 -12.8 17.4 4.3 3.7 4.3 7.5 6.2 2.6 8.5 3.4 3.8

Automobile 2018 ... ... 17,139 251,604 1,119,790 4,376,477 151,690 60,126 162,513 1,951,658 92,106 ... 8,183,103
2019 ... ... 0 266,781 1,157,746 4,559,242 152,344 65,958 165,923 2,004,788 87,743 ... 8,460,525
% change ... ... -100.0 6.0 3.4 4.2 0.4 9.7 2.1 2.7 -4.7 ... 3.4

Non-automobile2 2018 13,013 294 155,244 78,347 871,524 2,461,420 70,033 22,330 592,599 1,927,950 64,407 89 6,257,250
2019 16,536 247 150,278 120,558 919,145 2,531,036 78,976 22,643 636,030 1,975,945 82,034 92 6,533,520
% change 27.1 -16.0 -3.2 53.9 5.5 2.8 12.8 1.4 7.3 2.5 27.4 3.4 4.4

Other countries3 2018 45,771 27 91,378 20,165 1,227,604 2,769,420 14,863 2,623 321,256 2,178,227 19,985 2,181 6,693,500
2019 44,575 27 61,687 35,110 1,317,367 3,093,406 18,739 3,243 320,544 2,233,019 17,125 3,052 7,147,894
% change -2.6 0.0 -32.5 74.1 7.3 11.7 26.1 23.6 -0.2 2.5 -14.3 39.9 6.8

Total 2018 58,784 321 263,761 350,116 3,218,918 9,607,317 236,586 85,0791,076,368 6,057,835 176,498 2,270 21,133,853
2019 61,111 274 211,965 422,449 3,394,258 10,183,684 250,059 91,8441,122,497 6,213,752 186,902 3,144 22,141,939
% change 4.0 -14.6 -19.6 20.7 5.4 6.0 5.7 8.0 4.3 2.6 5.9 38.5 4.8

... not applicable
1. Frontier Counts data since May 2017 incorporate Primary Inspection Kiosk (PIK) data from the airports where the system has been implemented. Preliminary modelled estimates, initially used 
while awaiting the receipt of data from PIK airports, have now been replaced with PIK data. 
2. Starting with January 2019 data, Statistics Canada updated the method of determining trip durations for US residents travelling to Canada and Canadian residents returning from the United 
States for non-automobile modes of transportation. This change affects the relative proportions of same-day/overnight travellers. Caution is therefore advised when comparing 2019 data with 
earlier time periods for these modes of transportation.
3. Excludes entries by land same day via the United States.
Source: Reports of entries and re-entries from offices of the Canada Border Services Agency.

Table 2  
Trips of one or more nights by non-residents to Canada, by province of entry, current month1 

December
N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. Nvt. Canada

United States 2018 94 0 2,943 9,186 160,418 437,750 13,964 4,636 50,171 263,308 1,728 0 944,198
2019 85 2 2,620 9,290 165,291 462,830 13,890 4,999 53,158 262,664 1,597 2 976,428
% change -9.6 ... -11.0 1.1 3.0 5.7 -0.5 7.8 6.0 -0.2 -7.6 ... 3.4

Automobile 2018 ... ... 0 9,022 98,756 269,342 8,926 3,230 6,607 167,178 1,705 ... 564,766
2019 ... ... 0 9,181 98,951 278,769 8,414 3,672 6,208 165,947 1,536 ... 572,678
% change ... ... ... 1.8 0.2 3.5 -5.7 13.7 -6.0 -0.7 -9.9 ... 1.4

Non-automobile2 2018 94 0 2,943 164 61,662 168,408 5,038 1,406 43,564 96,130 23 0 379,432
2019 85 2 2,620 109 66,340 184,061 5,476 1,327 46,950 96,717 61 2 403,750
% change -9.6 ... -11.0 -33.5 7.6 9.3 8.7 -5.6 7.8 0.6 165.2 ... 6.4

Other countries3 2018 1,198 0 2,218 254 88,140 205,129 1,239 253 21,770 138,197 62 0 458,460
2019 936 0 1,121 278 92,052 214,686 1,390 219 20,290 147,452 47 29 478,500
% change -21.9 ... -49.5 9.4 4.4 4.7 12.2 -13.4 -6.8 6.7 -24.2 ... 4.4

Total 2018 1,292 0 5,161 9,440 248,558 642,879 15,203 4,889 71,941 401,505 1,790 0 1,402,658
2019 1,021 2 3,741 9,568 257,343 677,516 15,280 5,218 73,448 410,116 1,644 31 1,454,928
% change -21.0 ... -27.5 1.4 3.5 5.4 0.5 6.7 2.1 2.1 -8.2 ... 3.7

... not applicable
1. Frontier Counts data since May 2017 incorporate Primary Inspection Kiosk (PIK) data from the airports where the system has been implemented. Preliminary modelled estimates, initially used 
while awaiting the receipt of data from PIK airports, have now been replaced with PIK data. 
2. Starting with January 2019 data, Statistics Canada updated the method of determining trip durations for US residents travelling to Canada and Canadian residents returning from the United 
States for non-automobile modes of transportation. This change affects the relative proportions of same-day/overnight travellers. Caution is therefore advised when comparing 2019 data with 
earlier time periods for these modes of transportation.  
3. Excludes entries by land same day via the United States.
Source:  Reports of entries and re-entries from offices of the Canada Border Services Agency.
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Table 4  
Trips by residents of countries other than the United States to Canada1 

December January to December
2018 2019

% change
2018 2019

% changenumber number

Europe, total 171,636 176,314 2.7 2,911,659 3,177,778 9.1
Belgium 3,541 3,854 8.8 73,576 78,938 7.3
Denmark 2,312 2,332 0.9 44,696 40,958 -8.4
France 41,659 42,660 2.4 611,369 684,620 12.0
Germany 14,912 15,541 4.2 416,681 425,952 2.2
Greece 1,092 1,049 -3.9 12,915 13,105 1.5
Italy 5,683 6,569 15.6 124,498 134,638 8.1
Netherlands 6,113 6,779 10.9 140,016 141,946 1.4
Portugal 2,764 2,969 7.4 30,652 36,924 20.5
Spain 3,821 4,828 26.4 93,504 96,642 3.4
Sweden 3,746 3,852 2.8 49,248 48,459 -1.6
Switzerland 8,143 7,457 -8.4 125,450 125,428 0.0
United Kingdom 53,827 53,770 -0.1 813,620 922,189 13.3
Other Europe 24,023 24,654 2.6 375,434 427,979 14.0

Africa, Total 14,229 15,293 7.5 160,072 191,155 19.4
Asia, Total 148,102 160,009 8.0 2,370,607 2,503,191 5.6

China 43,325 40,880 -5.6 757,205 753,568 -0.5
Hong Kong 12,846 15,672 22.0 156,815 188,163 20.0
India 18,967 24,835 30.9 296,851 350,403 18.0
Israel 3,087 3,681 19.2 68,053 68,768 1.1
Japan 15,240 15,337 0.6 260,755 259,861 -0.3
Korea, South 13,127 14,886 13.4 253,236 224,252 -11.4
Malaysia 474 876 84.8 11,810 11,414 -3.4
Philippines 7,045 8,237 16.9 83,655 105,357 25.9
Singapore 4,292 5,047 17.6 37,870 42,265 11.6
Taiwan 6,742 6,551 -2.8 132,287 127,458 -3.7
Other Asia 22,957 24,007 4.6 312,070 371,682 19.1

North America, Central America and Caribbean, total 66,103 72,451 9.6 636,830 803,223 26.1
Jamaica 3,282 3,757 14.5 34,669 51,744 49.3
Mexico 42,280 47,564 12.5 413,218 519,756 25.8
Trinidad and Tobago 3,984 4,117 3.3 28,335 37,805 33.4
Other North America, Central America and Caribbean 16,557 17,013 2.8 160,608 193,918 20.7

South America, total 28,739 27,383 -4.7 347,229 340,513 -1.9
Brazil 17,387 15,387 -11.5 196,966 187,340 -4.9
Other South America 11,352 11,996 5.7 150,263 153,173 1.9

Oceania and other islands, total 44,168 42,591 -3.6 435,447 448,439 3.0
Australia 38,362 36,309 -5.4 363,817 371,599 2.1
New Zealand 5,092 5,678 11.5 64,722 70,245 8.5
Other Oceania and other Ocean Island 789 643 -18.5 7,981 7,206 -9.7

Total 472,977 494,041 4.5 6,861,844 7,464,299 8.8

1. Frontier Counts data since May 2017 incorporate Primary Inspection Kiosk (PIK) data from the airports where the system has been implemented. Preliminary modelled estimates, initially used 
while awaiting the receipt of data from PIK airports, have now been replaced with PIK data.
Source: Reports of entries and re-entries from offices of the Canada Border Services Agency.
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Table 5  
Trips of one or more nights by residents returning to Canada, by province of re-entry, current month1,2 

December
N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. Nvt. Canada

United States 2018 479 0 7,204 14,667 189,379 741,050 39,438 16,995 143,081 347,079 333 0 1,499,705
2019 564 0 6,394 17,082 216,902 750,600 40,703 14,052 143,601 346,343 428 0 1,536,669
% change 17.7 ... -11.2 16.5 14.5 1.3 3.2 -17.3 0.4 -0.2 28.5 ... 2.5

Automobile 2018 ... ... 0 13,396 83,510 329,442 24,351 8,297 16,770 171,361 321 ... 647,448
2019 ... ... 0 15,614 98,048 363,856 26,845 9,411 17,101 178,737 403 ... 710,015
% change ... ... ... 16.6 17.4 10.4 10.2 13.4 2.0 4.3 25.5 ... 9.7

Non-automobile3 2018 479 0 7,204 1,271 105,869 411,608 15,087 8,698 126,311 175,718 12 0 852,257
2019 564 0 6,394 1,468 118,854 386,744 13,858 4,641 126,500 167,606 25 0 826,654
% change 17.7 ... -11.2 15.5 12.3 -6.0 -8.1 -46.6 0.1 -4.6 108.3 ... -3.0

Other countries 2018 638 0 2,166 0 203,353 466,769 11,292 10,538 104,504 155,347 0 0 954,607
2019 319 0 1,243 0 223,137 493,817 10,330 8,136 89,144 167,188 0 0 993,314
% change -50.0 ... -42.6 ... 9.7 5.8 -8.5 -22.8 -14.7 7.6 ... ... 4.1

Total 2018 1,117 0 9,370 14,667 392,732 1,207,819 50,730 27,533 247,585 502,426 333 0 2,454,312
2019 883 0 7,637 17,082 440,039 1,244,417 51,033 22,188 232,745 513,531 428 0 2,529,983
% change -20.9 ... -18.5 16.5 12.0 3.0 0.6 -19.4 -6.0 2.2 28.5 ... 3.1

... not applicable
1. Frontier Counts data since May 2017 incorporate Primary Inspection Kiosk (PIK) data from the airports where the system has been implemented. Preliminary modelled estimates, initially used 
while awaiting the receipt of data from PIK airports, have now been replaced with PIK data. 
2. When reporting in PIK instead of E311 declaration cards, note that Canadian residents returning by plane from overseas countries via the United States are more likely to report that they are 
returning from the United States and not from overseas via the United States. Use caution when making direct 2017-2018 comparisons with these categories. 
3. Starting with January 2019 data, Statistics Canada updated the method of determining trip durations for US residents travelling to Canada and Canadian residents returning from the United 
States for non-automobile modes of transportation. This change affects the relative proportions of same-day/overnight travellers. Caution is therefore advised when comparing 2019 data with 
earlier time periods for these modes of transportation. 
Source: Reports of entries and re-entries from offices of the Canada Border Services Agency.

Table 6  
Trips of one or more nights by residents returning to Canada, by province of re-entry, year to date1,2 

January to December
N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. Nvt. Canada

United States 2018 12,968 782 104,395 337,663 3,404,195 9,912,854 667,883 227,845 1,855,544 4,910,757 39,965 301 21,475,152
2019 9,036 95 103,819 326,813 3,449,160 9,511,013 648,258 216,116 1,687,908 4,731,217 39,750 137 20,723,322
% change -30.3 -87.9 -0.6 -3.2 1.3 -4.1 -2.9 -5.1 -9.0 -3.7 -0.5 -54.5 -3.5

Automobile 2018 ... ... 3,081 304,892 1,917,594 4,955,341 498,419 148,596 374,843 2,707,194 37,303 ... 10,947,263
2019 ... ... 0 301,382 1,952,427 4,986,669 481,999 156,292 366,377 2,648,081 37,652 ... 10,930,879
% change ... ... -100.0 -1.2 1.8 0.6 -3.3 5.2 -2.3 -2.2 0.9 ... -0.1

Non-automobile3 2018 12,968 782 101,314 32,771 1,486,601 4,957,513 169,464 79,249 1,480,701 2,203,563 2,662 301 10,527,889
2019 9,036 95 103,819 25,431 1,496,733 4,524,344 166,259 59,824 1,321,531 2,083,136 2,098 137 9,792,443
% change -30.3 -87.9 2.5 -22.4 0.7 -8.7 -1.9 -24.5 -10.7 -5.5 -21.2 -54.5 -7.0

Other countries 2018 52,235 1,807 141,212 29,520 2,805,086 5,904,382 102,845 73,288 969,331 1,884,374 196 860 11,965,136
2019 19,903 2,328 118,710 30,917 3,002,055 6,014,811 103,907 69,553 1,017,893 1,961,682 256 918 12,342,933
% change -61.9 28.8 -15.9 4.7 7.0 1.9 1.0 -5.1 5.0 4.1 30.6 6.7 3.2

Total 2018 65,203 2,589 245,607 367,183 6,209,281 15,817,236 770,728 301,133 2,824,875 6,795,131 40,161 1,161 33,440,288
2019 28,939 2,423 222,529 357,730 6,451,215 15,525,824 752,165 285,669 2,705,801 6,692,899 40,006 1,055 33,066,255
% change -55.6 -6.4 -9.4 -2.6 3.9 -1.8 -2.4 -5.1 -4.2 -1.5 -0.4 -9.1 -1.1

... not applicable
1. Frontier Counts data since May 2017 incorporate Primary Inspection Kiosk (PIK) data from the airports where the system has been implemented. Preliminary modelled estimates, initially used 
while awaiting the receipt of data from PIK airports, have now been replaced with PIK data. 
2. When reporting in PIK instead of E311 declaration cards, note that Canadian residents returning by plane from overseas countries via the United States are more likely to report that they are 
returning from the United States and not from overseas via the United States. Use caution when making direct 2017-2018 comparisons with these categories. 
3. Starting with January 2019 data, Statistics Canada updated the method of determining trip durations for US residents travelling to Canada and Canadian residents returning from the United 
States for non-automobile modes of transportation. This change affects the relative proportions of same-day/overnight travellers. Caution is therefore advised when comparing 2019 data with 
earlier time periods for these modes of transportation. 
Source: Reports of entries and re-entries from offices of the Canada Border Services Agency.
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