
 

 

 

 
    

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 
 

 
 

  



 

 

 
 
 



 



 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 



 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Building a great capital is more than just producing good-looking buildings. It’s not just about 
appearances; it’s about creating places that have a positive effect on how people live. Dov Goldstein, 
principal consultant at Lord Cultural Resources in Toronto, used the example of the National Gallery in 
his presentation to the Lab’s session on “The ART of City Building” in March of 2016. 

 

 
 



 



 



 

 
 

 
Ensuring people of all incomes, abilities and ages have access to efficient public transportation is vital to 
a great city, given the direct link between this access and prosperity, health and social well-being. The 
Lab hosted a session entitled “Socially Inclusive Transportation” in September of 2017. 



 

 

 

 
 
Building the Queen Elizabeth Driveway, shown here in a photo from around 1950, was the very first 
project in the history of planning in Canada’s Capital and it is one of several scenic parkways among the 
NCC’s assets. But in the 21st century the focus of planners is on making streets for people, not cars—and 
this was the subject of “Walk This Way: Designing a Pedestrian Paradise,” a Lab session in September of 
2018. 

  



 

 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 



 



 

 
 

 

 
 



 



 



 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

The four-acre parcel that would become the Garden of the Provinces and Territories was thought to be 
unsuitable for buildings. It had been used for stables and an undertaker, and Jacques Gréber considered 
it “blighted.” It was, however, an important link in the Capital, point of entry to the downtown core from 
the Western Parkway, and a counterpoint to the National War Memorial. As one of the few remaining 
examples of high-quality landscape design from the early 1960s—in Ottawa, in Canada and even 
around the world—it was a good example at the “Conserving the Modern in Canada” session in May of 
2015.  
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http://www.livablecities.org/conferences/55th-conference-ottawa


 



 



 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Canada’s Capital is a northern capital, renowned for its winter spaces and activities, such as the world-famous 
Rideau Canal Skateway, the Sir John A. Macdonald Winter Trail and Winterlude. Addressing the joys and challenges 
of being a winter capital has been addressed in the Lab, at sessions such as “Winter Cities” in February of 2015. 

 



 

 
 
Next year we’ll celebrate the 50th anniversary of Sunday Bikedays, our great summer tradition of closing the 
parkways to cars and trucks on Sundays to allow cyclists—as well as skaters, walkers and joggers—to take over. 
It’s part of a broader effort to encourage active transportation in the Capital, the subject of an Urbanism Lab 
session in February of 2016. 

 

 

 
 
After five seasons of programming, the NCC’s Urbanism Lab has become an integral element of conversations about 
building a great Capital that inspires and evokes pride in all Canadians. It is our place to talk about innovative 
ideas, and about how to put those ideas into action. 



 



 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


