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Supplementary information 

 

Urban, Rural, and Northern Indigenous Housing 

This report was prepared at the request of the House of 

Commons Standing Committee on Human Resources, 

Skills and Social Development and the Status of Persons 

with Disabilities. 

The following tables provide additional information regarding issues raised 

following the publication of this report. 

For 2019-20 to 2023-24, funding allocated by Employment and Social 

Development Canada’s Reaching Home program represents 14% of the total 

revenues for homelessness initiatives identified in community plans.  

Reaching Home Contribution and Cost-Matching  

($ millions 2019-20 to 2023-24 total) 

 Reaching Home Cost-Matching 
Reaching Home 

Share of Revenues 

All 52 communities with data 577 3,537 14% 

Top 5 Communities 

by Total Planned 

Spending 

Toronto 124 721 15% 

Ottawa 41 421 9% 

Victoria 5 355 1% 

Edmonton 45 237 16% 

Calgary 46 207 18% 

Source: Community Plans submitted to HomelessHub.ca 

Note: Excludes Quebec. Community plans only included one year of funding 

allocated under the Indigenous homelessness stream. The scope of Cost-

Matching funding towards Homelessness Initiatives varied across communities. 

264,000 indigenous people are in households in housing need. Of those 

people, 56% are female. 52% are under the age of 24 and 6% are over the 

age of 65. 

  

Figure H-1 

https://pbo-dpb.gc.ca/en/blog/news/RP-2021-039-C--urban-rural-northern-indigenous-housing--logement-autochtones-vivant-en-milieu-urbain-rural-nordique
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Indigenous Persons in Housing Need, by Age and Gender 

 
Persons in Housing 

Need (thousands) 
Share in Housing Need 

By Gender 
Male 117 21% 

Female 147 18% 

By Age 

0-24 137 24% 

25-64 111 16% 

65+ 16 16% 

Source: PBO based on 2016 Census 

Notes: Census 2016 only included binary results for gender.  

Of the 124,000 households in housing need, 55,000 are lone parent families. 

Indigenous Households in Housing Need, by Economic 

Family Type 

 
Incidence of 

housing need 

Number of 

households in 

housing need 

(thousands) 

Household Type 

One-person household 31% 18 

Couple without children 8% 9 

Couple with children 11% 29 

Lone-parent family 41% 55 

Multiple census family household 20% 8 

 Non-family household 19% 6 

Source: PBO based on 2016 Census 

Notes:  Couples and lone-parent families categories include households with 

additional persons outside of census family. 

There are 1.6 million of non-indigenous households in housing need, with an 

average affordability gap of 6 thousand dollars, and a total affordability gap 

of roughly 10 billion. 

Households in Housing Need, by Aboriginal Identity 

 Indigenous Non-Indigenous 

Number of Households in Housing Need 
(thousands) 

124 1,644 

Average Annual Affordability Gap  
(thousands of $) 

5 6 

Total Annual Affordability Gap 
(millions of $) 

636 10,049 

Source: PBO based on 2016 Census 

Figure H-2 

Figure H-3 

Figure H-4 
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Correction 

The 72 units supported by the Federal Community Housing Initiative were 

double-counted, as the same units received both operating subsidies and 

rent assistance. That program actually sustains 36 units with an annual cost 

of $7,395 per unit. 

CMHC Administered Indigenous Housing Projects under 

Other Programs – Construction, Repair, and Renewal 

Program 

Affordable 

Units Targeted 

to Indigenous 

Households 

Affordability 

Commitment 

Funding 

Committed  

2017 to Dec 

2020  

($ millions) 

Federal 

Community 

Housing 

Initiative 

72 36 sustained 

Rents usually 

geared to 

income 

(typically 30% of 

household 

income)  

$0.2 

 

Annual Unit Cost per Unit Sustained under Urban Native, 

Rural and Native, and Federal Community Housing 

Initiative Programs 

Program Annual Unit Cost per Unit Sustained 

 2019-20 Actual 

Average 

Annual NHS 

Allocation / 2019 

Units 

Urban Native Housing 34,728 7,560 

Rural and Native 5,087 N/A 

Federal Community  

Housing Initiative 
3,816 7,631 N/A 
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