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In 1948, it was represented to Inspector H enry 
A. Larsen, F .R.G.S. , commander of the first vessel 
ever to pass b y the 1orth-W est Passage from the 
Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic, and the first to 
make the return voyage, that as his vessel, the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police Schooner, "ST. 
RocH", was built at the Burrard Drydock, 
North Vancouver, 1928, and had sailed from and 
returned to the Port of Vancouver, Canada, that 
he sho u ld permit the publication of his narrative 
of the two famous voyages. 

Inspector Larsen kindly acquiesced. 

j . S. MATI"l·I EWS, 

City Archivist. 

R.C.M.P. "ST. ROCH" RETURNS TO VANCOUVER 

In 1950 the "St. Roch" sailed from Vanmuver to Halifax via the 
Pana.ma Canal and so became the first ship to circumnavigate the North 
American continent. In 1954, under the command of Superintendent 
Larsen, she returned to Vanm uver by the same route and was handed 
over to the city where she had been built 27 years previously by the 
Burrard Dry Dock Company Limited. Destined to form the nucleus of 
a Marine Museum, the "St. Roch" made her last voyage on April 8, 1958 
to the nearby shore at Kitsilano Park where she was beached in prep
aration for her final role, as the central attraction at the Marine Mu eu.m. 
An impressive shelter constructed by the City of Vancouver in 1966 was 
the first stage in a joint municipal federal project for the presentation and 
restoration of the "St. Roch", which has been declared of national 
historic importance. The Federal Government has begun re~toration work 
on the vessel itself. 
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" H .M.S. Discovery, ootka Sound, 
"October 2nd, 1794. 

"W e arrived here this day month al l in high 
health and spirits, having truly determined 

the non-existence of any water communica tion 
between this and the opposite side of America 
within the bounds of o ur investigation beyond 
a ll doubt and disputation , hence I expect no 
further detention in this hem isphere. 

"Yo urs with great truth and fri endship, 

" GEO. VA NCOUVER." 

From u1·ig,i11al f,,11rr ;,, City Archives, l 'a," ouver 

i':urt:: The underlini ng of "truly determined " is Vanrn11vcr's 
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Burrard Shipyard, Nv,·t/1 l 'r111ro11,,er. 1chere /h e "SI. Ho,h" was /111ill, / 928 
Aero S111-:rc)'S l~imitcd . Vancom·rr 



THE NO RTH - \\'EST PASSACE 

ll'ill here ende;nour Lo Le ll the ~wr y o f the R .C.:\ l. P . "St. 
Roch " ; Lh c littl e ship Lil aL lll'ice made the :'\'orth-\\'est Pa55age 
- Lhe firsL from \'anrnu,er. B. C. LO H alifax, :'\'. S .. 19·10 to 
I!) I'.!, and also the reu,rn journe y lrorn I lal ifax. ~ ... to 
\'ancouver, ll. C., d u r ing Lile s11mmer o r I !J.14. 

The R.C.J\1.P. "St. R och" has had an inte rest ing· career , 
ha ving spent all he r s11n1111e rs and e leven ,rimers in Lil e Arnie. 
Built in I !)28 at the B11 rrard Shipyard, ;\Jorth \ 'ancouver, 13. C., 
espec iall y for the R .C. .\l. Police, ~he has ex tra th ick Limbers o f 
Doug las Fir, sheeted on Lhe elllire o u b ide ll' ili1 :\usLra lian 
c: u m wood , some times called l ronbark, to resist the gri nding 
pressure of icefloes. Th is floa ting dewcl11nent of the R .C:. i\ I. P. 
is one hundred and fo 11 r feet long, has a beam o l tll'enty-live 
feet , and a draft o r Lhineen fcc.t ll'hen full y loaded. Diesel
powered, she \\'as assigned LO patrol the Canadian Arct ic and 
to con,·ey suppli es to o ur ,·arious land detachmellls alrn1g t he 
Arnie Coast and b lanck Besides this she \\'as meant Lo winter 
in remote places. The crew are al l members of th e R .C. LP. 
and we generally carry nine men. 

011r first winter in the :'\'orth, 1928-29, was spent at Langton 
Bay at the foot of Fran klin Bay. and rile fol]o\\'ing ::pring we 
returned to \';rnco11,·cr. In 19:lO \\'l' again left for th e :'\'orth, 
remaining there fo11r years, cruising in a nd around C:oronaLion 
Cull and 1rest 11·a1 d a~ f:ir as I l erschcl h lancl. After retu1 ning
to \'anrm11·er for a short period , we o nce more seL ,a il lo r Lil e 
Arctic in the spri ng· of l!J!l5, ;n1d Llic Cambridge Bay area 
beca n1c Lile "St. Roch's" li e ld o r operaL ions l'or Li1 c next Lhrec 
winLcrs, i!llerrupLed i> y a return l'C>yage to Vancou,·er in I !J:l7. 

In 19:1!1 ll'C docked a t Lhe :\la\'al Dockyard, F.squimalt . B. C .. 
and t he lol l01l'i11g spri 11g we recci,ed one ol our mosL 
import a11L , a nd tom, mind. mosL intc-resLing. as~ ignments. Ou r 
Co11n11iisioner. S. T. \\'ood, n ow in formed 11s that when our 
reg1tlar dnties ;tlon~ th e \Vestern Arctic Coast were co111plctcd, 
,,·c ll'Cre Lo proceed to I lalifax, >/. S., by way of th e :\'orth-\Vest 
Passage. On Lhis Lrip we chose the Southern Passage; that is, 
easlll'ard Lh rough Q11een \laud Gulf, south of King \\' illiam 
Islan d. Lh e11 nonl rn·a, cl between Roothia Peninwla and the 
King Is land C:o:1st : o r . i11 othe r \\'ords. we used Lil e same rou te 
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as taken by Amundsen in the "Gjoa" 1903-06, with the 
exception that we passed through l3e llo t Strait instead o( Peel 
Sound. This gave us the opportunity to vi it the remote 
F.skimo Tribes o n Boothia P eninsula ancl the surrounding 
di stri ct. This voyage took us 28 months. 

The summer of 19-~'.l was spent in th e Eastern Arctic, leaving 
H alifax, N .. , on July 17th with a full load for o ur Eastern 
Arctic Detachments. \Ve retu rned on October 16th the same 
year after a patro l of about 8000 mil es. \,Ve spent th e winter 
of 191 3-44 at H alifax undergoing repairs and having a 300-
horsepower eng ine installed instead of our 150 so as to have 
more power for the coming voyage dur ing the summer o f 1944. 
Our instructions were to retu rn to Vancouver via the 1orthern 
o r Lancaster So und Route. This had never befo re been 
completed by any ve sel, a lthough many had tried in vain . 
The la t one to try was the C.G.S. "Arctic" under Captain 
Bernier in 19 10. Captain Bernier reached a point_ a little 
beyond \ \/inter Harbour on i\fe lville Island, from where he 
was forced to return to Montreal. 

After our overha ul in H alifax was completed , we left o n 
Jul y 22nd, making a 3-day stop at ydney, ... , for fin al 
checkups. \Ve finall y got under way, carried o u t our assigned 
work in the Arctic, and arrived in Vancouver, B. C., on 
October 16th, 1944. Thus, for the first time in history, we 
became the onl y vessel to complete the lorthcrn R outes both 
ways, and the only vessel that had completed th e Lancaster 
ound R ou te, which is the better of the two. This route will 

no doubt be used in the future. 
After laying up for a bit of overhaul in th e ava l Dockyard. 

Esquimalt, B. C ., during th e winter, we aga in proceeded lo 
the Arctic in the spring o f 1945. W e had instructions to 
winter at Cambridge Bay, where we arri ved .ibout the middle 
of Septem ber. Whilst there we acted as a wireless station and 
assisted the planes as a radio beacon supporting th e Exercise 
Muskox. The men we met in connectio n with this force , bo th 
the moving force and the pilots, should be cla eel as among 
Canada's finest. W e left Cambridge Bay ug ust 11th. 194 6. 
and arrived at Vancouver on eptember 26th , 1946, thus 
completing our eleven th winter. 

I sha ll here take the opportunity to mention ome of the 
duties of the R.C.M. Police in the Arctic T erritories o f our 
great Dominion. Firstly, to uphold and enforce Canada's 
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sovereignty of her Arctic Isbnds; to ::ict as admini trators for 
the . o rth-\ Vest Territories Counci l; maintaining game laws; 
maki ng general checkups o f Eskimos' li ving conditions; 
compiling· Vital Statistics; authorizing the i suing of rations 
for the destitute aged and infirm Eskimos ; taking of census; 
seuling of any disputes which might arise; conveyi ng children 
to and from the residentia l schools at Aklavik ; and transferring
sick Eskimos for treatment and hospitalitation at Aklavik. 
Sometimes we assist in securing suitable Eskimos, with their 
famil ies, who we transport from the Coronation Gulf area to 
the lackenzie R iver Delta 10 learn to herd and look after the 
reindeer herd provided by the Canadian Government for the 
Esk imos in that area. 

T he Eskimos in the lackemie River De lta and its immediate 
surroundings are now quite civili7ed , man y of them owning 
small power-schooners and small frame houses. ~fost of them 
do q uite wel l in trappi ng fur-bearing an ima ls and therefore 
do no t take as much tnterest in the reindeer herding as their 
Jes fortuna te brethren in the Coppermine and Coronation 
G ulf area. I t is these latter people who, I thin k, wi ll in 
the fu ture receive the benefit from the e herds; especiall y 
when the reindeer have multiplied to such an extent that 
they can be split into several smaller herds. They can then 
be transported eastward as far as the Coronation G ulf and 
Boothia Peninsula areas, where the Eskimos sti ll li ve thei r 
primitive and nomadic existence in snowho uses duri ng the 
win ter, and tents during the ummer months. 

·when I said th at part of our d uty is mainta ining ga me laws. 
I did not mean that we make our Eskimos o h erve these rules 
strictl y to the letter as far as obta ining animals for food and 
clothing, which are necessary fo r the well-being of the nomadic 
life these people live, is concerned . \Vhat we do, is to advise 
them not to kill caribou unnecessarily nor to waste the meat 
or sk ins, or use it exclusively for dogfced. For this latter 
purpose, we advise them to obta in fi sh . The lakes and th e 
sma ll r ivers are teeming with fish that are easil y caught wi th 
nets. These nets are now obta inable at all the Hudson's Bay 
Company Trading Po ts in the Arctic. I hould mention here 
that only about twenty-live years ago, in the cen tra l part of 
the Arctic-that is, the area between Coppermine Ri ver and 
the eastern side of Boothia Peninsula-all the hunting was 
done with bows and arrows. This form of hunting did no t 
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deplete the game to an y extent, allhoug·h it provided the 
Eskimos with their requ irements. ,vith the introd uction o f 
modern firearms, it was but natural that a primiti\'e, and in 
many ways, chi ldlike people, would u~e thc~e new weapons 
indiscriminately 011 an y game they saw, whether th ey needed 
it or not. Therefore, in man v areas, much big· game such as 
m uskoxen and caribou was ;aclly de pic ted , t;n ti l such t ime 
as the R .C. i\I . Police had been fi r mly established, so th ey co ul d 
visit these people reg u larly. We do s t<ip th em from kill ing 
m uskoxen a t the present time, a nd point o ut their mistakes 
in k il ling and possi b ly exterminating th ese a nima ls. \\'e a lso 
endeavour to explain that the policy or the Canad ian Govern
ment in protecting these anima ls is for the welfare of their 
young som ancl th e coming µ;cncrat ions o f Eskimos. They are 
a very imelligent people and readil y L1nderstand t hese poin ts, 
besides, t hey are very fond of having· things expla ined to chem. 
\ \'e have foll nd that these explanations have a much better 
e ffect tha11 j ust forbidding them to do certain th ings. O ne 
game regulation we ma ke them observe strict ly is the season 
of taking fur-beari ng anima ls. '\Vhite fox, for instance, are 
pl enti ful along the Arctic mainland, also o n the Islands. The 
wh ite foxes concern the Eskimos mostly, so th e Nonh-\ Vest 
T erritories Admin istra tion in Ouawa, after very careful stud y 
of the habits of the white fox, cam e to the concl usion that 
th ese an ima ls sho uld on ly be taken during the period of 

1ovember 1st and April Isl in any one )Car. The pelts during 
Lhi s period ,rcrc· fo und to he p rime. or in good condi t ion for 
commercial use. The game regulat ions in this regard were 
th erefore amended and drawn up accordingly. :\fearly all the 
Eskimos 11<rn· trap extemively in order to obtain t he necessities 
to wh ich civi lization has made th em acrnstorned; that is, such 
items as 0our, su~ar, Lea, coal o il. rowboats, o utboard motors, 
fi shne ts, tents. and most irnponant, rifles and ammunition. 
T hey now receive good prices fo r their r11rs at many scatlered 
H udson 's Bay Co mpan y Posts i11 the Arnie. 

" 'hat T now wou ld like to te ll you concerns our t.\\'o :\Torth 
\ Vest P assages. th e winters, and some or Li1c people we cam e in 
contact with . Arter having loaded our liul e ,·essel to fu ll 
capacity with fu e l and pro\'isions for o u r own need, and a lso 
for o ur '\Vestern Arctic De tachments, we left Vancouver at 
2:50 a .m. Ju ne 2:lrd. l ~-MO. and proceeded northward through 
th e inside passage as far as the north end o f \'ancouver Island. 
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Sergea11t Larsen of the North-West Passage 
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Frorn this po i11 l we headed "St. R och 's" blum bow westward 
across lhe Pacific <l iren ro r l ln imak Pa,~. ome bad weather 
was ern o 1111te1ed, and ,ll times our he;ivil y laden vessel was 
almosl completely sulrn1erged , caming brge volumes of waler 
Lo pour dow n in Lo o ur living q u;ir ters, add ing di comfort to 
the me111hers who were off walch trying lo gel a little sleep. 
This i, a hard th ing LO do when one conslantly is on the verge 
of being tossed out o f one's bunk wilh each ro ll or the ship. 
Sometimes the galley fire had to be p11t ou t ow ing to the back
d rah, ca used b) th e qui ck roll ing motion o r the shi p, blowing 
clown the smoke~Lack. ome of o ur boys had never before 
been on a ve~scl o r sa lt wa ter, but to their ever la Ling credit 
they ~lc)(Jd up well ; ;ind taking everything a a matter o ( fa ct, 
they soon found their sea legs. 

On .July 4th we passed thro ugh U n irna k Pass from the 
Pacific into the Bering ea. \ \'c took helter for a while in 
Akun Cove in order lo tidy the ship up a b it bdorc proceeding 
to Dmch H arbour. H ere we took the opport11nity to catch a 
few rncl and ha libut and had a good feed , which we all n eeded. 
On Jul y 6th we arrived in Dutch Harbou r. , ext day being 

unday, we were royall y entertained by the o fficers and crew 
of the U . S. Coast Guard Cutter "Shoshone" of the Bering Sea 
Patrol. Some of them were, I think, a bi t amused a t seeing 
our ma ll vessel " ·hose decks were completely hidden under 
hundreds of coa l sacks, o il drums, and small rowboats, stacks 
o[ cases containing fresh potatoes, eggs and vario us vegetab les 
that we couldn't store in our hold , and on top of all this 
cleckload were, o ( course, our men in our founted Police 
uniforms, trying to act and walk in a dignified and military 
manner as laid clown in our train ing. H owever, friendly 
relat ions were soon esta blished between our men and the 
American sailo rs who bega n to swarm a boa rd the " t. Roch", 
and to enterta in us with tales that they had heard o r r ead 
a bout in the tates, regarding \ome or the ex plo its o f the 
R..C. I. Po lice. ome of the feat they mentioned , I be li eve, 
rar sur passed those arrnmplished by Superman or Flash 
Cordo n ; anyway they were a ll fine boys, and we soon had 
enough vo lumce1s to man ten ships like the "St. Roch" . 

0 11 .Jul y 9th we said good bye to our friends and headed 
northward. On Jul y 15th we entered the harbour of T e ll er , 
~om etim es called Port C larence, a small settlement about 80 
miles north o f- , ome. I t was here that Amundsen landed 
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with his airshi p, Norge, in 1926 after crossing over the Pole 
from Spitsbergen. We call ed here for the purpose of picking 
up dried fish previously ordered for dogfeed, also to give our 
engines a checkover before getting in to the icepack. Leaving 
Teller on Jul y 16th we ran into some very dirty weather in 
Bering Straits, which we passed through without seei ng a 
g·limpse of land. Thick weather and strong southerly winds 
prevailed and the next land we picked up and recognized was 
Cape Lisburne. W e could expect the ice anytime now. As we 
a ll were in need of a bit of r est , a nd the weather was sti ll bad 
with th ick fogbanks, I decided to anchor at Point H ope for a 
while. This is a long sandspit projecting a bo ut 15 miles from 
the mainland into the sea. On the poin t itself there is a settle
ment of about 300 Eskimos, also a residential school teacher 
and his famil y. When we anchored, several large umiaks or 
skinboats loaded with Eskimos, the teacher, Mr. King, and his 
family, came out to visit us. H owever, th e anchorage is 
exposed , and although the wind had d ied down, the long ro ll ing 
swell made the " St. Roch" roll so violently that they al l got 
seasick and had to go ashore after a visit of about half an hour. 
Shortly afterwards we were compel led to weigh our anchor and 
p ull out to sea owing to increase and change in winds. 

During the latter years the Smithsonian Institute and the 
University of Alaska have done a lot of work in the way of 
research and excavation on the sandspit of Point H ope. Many 
fin e ivory carvings, ornamental and otherwise, were found, also 
tools and weapons and hunting implements, many made of 
green and black jade. It is estimated that people have been 
living there for well over a tho usand years; they were a people 
who made their living from the sea, and even in that age h unted 
the whale and walrus. It is possible that they were the 
ancestors of the present people there, but in their days they 
must have been much furth er advanced, judging from the 
carvings and implements I have seen. 

On J uly 22nd we arrived and anchored off Cape Smyth. 
This is a large settlement usually known as Point Barrow, 
a lthough it is situated IO miles to the south west along the 
coast. The population consists of about 500 Eski mos. There 
is a large hospita l, a church , and a large school which comes 
under the U.S. Bureau of Ed ucation. There is also a wireless 
station . \ ,Ve paid a short visit ashore, and were heartily 
welcomed b y our Arctic neighbours in the traditiona l manner 
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of American hospita lity. The most colourful lig·ure in this 
place was, of course, " Old Charlie Brower", a resident of these 
parts for over fifty years. He was known al l over Alaska as 
" King of the Arctic". Shortly before his death about three 
years ago he wrote a hook called "'Fi fty Years Below Zero". 

As the anchorage here was dangerous so early in the season 
we did no t ling·er lo ng·, but pushed on in o rder to round 
Barrow P o int i tsel f. This is a lo ng narrow point extending 
in th e Arctic Ocean , with northerly and westerly winds causing 
the ice to jam up against it. I t is dangerous for a vessel to 
rema in in the west side of the point when the ice is close. 
Many vesse ls have, in previo us years, been caught here, and 
have either been crushed or carried o ff with the ice. W e were 
fortu11ate this time, as there was a little water between the 
grounded ice and we rou11cled the po int at :L30 p.m. on 
_July 23rd . Once arou ncl the po int the conditions became a 
bit better, owing to the fact tha t the land takes an East South 
East clirectio n , and thereby allows a freer movemen t for the 
ice, except when th ere are north winds, which forces the ice 
in a long th e shallow coastline. 

The year 1940 was bad for ice , with prevailing northerly 
and northwesterly winds, and we were continua ll y getting 
bese t by heavy old ice. It took us from J uly 2!lrd to August 
12th to make the 400 miles between Po int Barrow and H ersche l 
Island. Sometimes there was not a drop o f water in sight as 
th e ice packed itsel f tightl y together around us. At other t imes 
we were free to move around in little pools fro m which there 
was no o utlet or leads. At all times we had to be on the move 
to avoid damage, only moving sometimes a shipleng th or two. 
At tim es black gunpowder was used to crack particu larly nasty 
floes threaten ing our rudder and propel ler. 

At H erschel Island , long ago the winter rende7.VOllS for the 
Arctic whale rs, we were met by Inspect.or Bullard in th e 
R .C. M.P. boat ·'Aklavik "" . He had arrived from the settlement 
named Aklavik. in order to receive th e coa l, etc., we had 
b rought for them from Vancouver. Herschel Island at one 
time had a large populatio n o f Eskimos. There were severa l 
tradings posts and the wintering o f the many whaling vessels 
with hundreds of men in the early days didn"t do the native 
popula tion much good . 11 was not un t il 1904, when the 
R.C.t-.1. Police establ ished 1hcrc. that some of t heir activities 
were stopped, but as is often the case with primitive people, 
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they were then already on the decline. T hen to finish things 
off, in 1928 there was a severe epidem ic of influenza, destroying 
most of the remaining nati ves. Herschel Island is for the 
present abandoned; the few fami lies surviving the 1928 
epidemic have moved to the Mackenzie Delta. The Hudson's 
Bay moved their post to a place called by the Eskimos "Tukto
yaktok"- " the place where deer cross"- now abbreviated to 
Tuk Tuk, or, as the Hudson's Bay Com pany call it, " Port 
Brabant". We called there on A ugust 24th, p icking up a 
native woman and child from Aklavik Hospital, for trans
portation to Cambridge Bay, also two boys from the Angl ican 
School to be returned to their people in the East. \ Ve arrived 
at Coppermine on August 31st, where we remained until 
September 2nd, discharging supplies for our Detachment. 
Then we proceeded to Cambridge Bay on the eastern end of 
Victoria Island. It was September l 0th before we were 
finished th ere. 

I had hoped when leaving Vancouver that we ·would be able 
to proceed eastward, but the season was too far advanced for 
the narrow passages around King William Island and as we 
had no particular reason to winter in this vicinity we proceeded 
westward in order to winter at Banks Island or Walker Bay 
on the west side of Victoria Island. T he season before freezeup 
is a bit longer in this area, also we had instructions to visit 
the Eskimos trapping the west side of Banks Island. These 
are Mackenzie Delta people and they have small power 
schooners in which they travel every year to Aklavik to sell 
thei r furs, and purchase fresh supplies. We didn't however , 
find a su itable harbour for our vessel on Banks Island so 
proceeded across Prince of ·wales Strait to vValker Bay, arriving 
on September 25th. It was now nearly freeze-up time, so we 
had to get b usy setting nets in the lakes already frozen, and 
hunting seals in order to get clogfeed. Our dogs, also a n ative 
famil y, we had picked up at Cambridge Bay. 

Before the winter sets in , i t is necessary to cover or huikl 
a canvas housing over the ship, otherwise the fin e sifting snow 
finds its way into our living quarters. The snow is very fine, 
and during a heavy blow it penetrates the finest little cracks in 
the doors. When the ice on the lakes is about 12 inches thick, 
we cut our water supply for the winter. We generally locate 
a lake with deep water and with an approach fairl y free from 
rocks so that we can use our dogs to haul the ice back to the 
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ship. All hands get busy with large ice saws and we cut perhaps 
40 tons of ice to ensure a suffic ient water supply for the winter. 
Every drop of water used must be melted. In our living 
quarters we place 45 gal lon drums that are filled with crushed 
ice. On the stoves there are constantly kettles of water, and 
when boiling we pour th e water over the ice. This perform
ance goes on every day. ·we then got busy preparing for our 
journeys to Banks Island. The dogs were broken in , the steel 
sled runners on our large 16 to 18-foot sleighs were given a 
covering of mud, which was later smoothed and polished, a 
piece of bearskin being used for applying a thin coat of ice 
outside of the mud. The sleds then pull with a minimum of 
friction; steel pul ls too hard over th e frosty snow. This is the 
Eskimo method wh ich we adopted. ·when we leave on our 
patrol we have often 1,500 pounds on our sled pulled by 11 
dogs. Of course there is not much r iding as one constantly 
has to mind and watch 'the sleds. During fair ly good going we 
can cover 30 to 40 miles per day. \ Ve also adopted the Eskimo 
way of clothing with caribou skin. Do uble o utfits in rea l cold 
weather are used. T he inside has the fur next to one's body, 
H the going gets tough the outside garment can be removed 
and what we call a snowshirt, made o[ cotton dri ll or grenfell 
cloth, can be put on. We never carry a tent d uring the winter 
as it is· only extra weight; our camps every night are made of 
snow. For building· o ur snowhouses we carry long snow or 
butcher kni ves, and these are among the necessary implements 
on a sled trip, as, without them, camps could not be built. 

For cooking we use Swedish P rimus stoves. A finer imple
ment for Arctic travellers, I think, has never been invented. 
It burns coal oil, is very economical, and very seldom goes out 
of order, even with the abuse it g·ets. Our food we cook 
before leaving. vVe have so far never had the opportunity to 
try any of the specia l food packages put up for the Army, Air
force, or other parties going into the Arctic during the last 
few years. The food taken on our patrols was therefore pre
pared from the ordinary supplies issued to us, and it is prepared 
by the men themselves going on the patrols. For instance, 
beans are always in great demand. \Ve generall y cook up a 
five ga llon pot; in them we put lots of fine cut bacon, canned 
meat (fresh if we have it), lots of canned tomatoes, onions, 
molasses, sugar, mustard, and salt; they are boiled until very 
thick, which requires constant stirring. \Vhen done they are 
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ladled o ut in la1 ge pans and al lO\red to freeLe, after which 
they are broken up with an axe into sma ll chunks and placed 
in small canvas bags for easy carrying and handling. As a 
variation we also boiled rice, potatoes, other vegetables and 
meat; these items are all put through the meat grinder after 
being cooked, and worked togeth er in a large breadpan or 
boiler. I nstead of water for moisture, lots of canned soup or 
tomatoes arc used, some spices added, and the whole thing 
made into littl e flat patties that are frozen and put away in 
canvas bags. When making camp one can then have a meal in 
a few m inutes, by placing a few beans or some of the patties 
in a pot and adding a little water. Instead of the pilot bread 
or hardtack, wh ich takes up a lot of room, and does not give 
great satisfaction lO a hungry traveller, we cook up hundreds 
of doughnuts. They are also, of course, frozen a nd put in bags. 
Whilst making tea or coffee, a few are placed on top of the lid 
to thaw a bit so they can be chewed. although they are never 
soft. Ro lled oats are light to carry, and a big pot is generall y 
cooked for breakfast. Besides this, we take dried onions and 
carrots, also some r ice, as there is always the opportunity to 
pick up game on o ur way, so a good stew can be made. \ Ve 
also saw frozen fish into slices of a bout an inch thick; a slice of 
this is genera lly eaten as soon as the camp is made, while we 
arc waiting for the snow to melt for water. Strange as it seems, 
th is raw frozen fish gives one a warm feeling of well-being· after 
a few minutes. The Eskimos say that the froLcn fish fo rces the 
warm blood from the inside o ut to the skin and ma kes one feel 
warm. This sounds reasonabl e 10 me as I have tried it many 
times. \Ve a lso pack a sma ll bag of flou r and baking powder 
with us. \ Vhen forced to lay over, a we sometimes do during 
bad weather, we have lots of time to make a few hot bannocks 
or panca kes; these we cook mostl y in bee( tallow, which we 
pack with us, and I find i t better than the lard. 

For our dogs we carr y dried fish and sea l blubber all cut up 
in squares ready to be swallowed. The b lubber is stowed in 
ca ns so as not to make a mes of our gea r. If short of blubber 
we pack beef ta llow for them, as they have to have fat with the 
dri ed fish . Fresh f-i sh , or what we rail greenfish, is too heavy 
to pack on long patrols. For sleeping gear we use the \Voods 
Arctic sleeping robe, sometimes we use caribo u skin bags, if 
we can get them. They arc light and less bulky than the robes. 
There are numerous other detai ls in connection with a long 
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dog paLrol, taking any\\'hrre from two to three m onlhs, d uring 
which time one pranica ll y has to pack everyth ing. 

To p,o on with the ,·mage, we remained fro,en in at \\'a lker 
Bay from September 25Lh , 1!)10, until .July '.l lsL, l !Ml , when 
the ice a llowed us LO 1110,c out. Proceeding so u Lhward, we 
ca lled at I lo lman Island in order LO pick up a yo ung Eski mo 
hoy accidentally shoL Lh rough the cheeks hy his hroLher wiLh 
a 22-ca libre ri fl e. This boy we took to Tuktoyaktok, where 
he cou ld get transporLation Lo Aklavik for medical auention . 
\\'hilsL at Tuk, we picked up the supplies whi ch arri ved via 
the \lacke111.ie Ri\'e1, w111e lor oursehes and some for Lhe 
C:opperrnine and Cambridge Bay Detachmems. 

After our work in thi~ connection was completed we left 
C:amhridge Bay Aug·ttsl 20th, 1 !H I . \Ve arrived al ( ; _joa Haven , 
King \Villiam Island, August 27 th . That summer also proved 
had \\'ith ice and violent snow sq ualls. \Vhen we reached 
l\latty Island the ice was ~olid across from shore LO shore, and 
more was dri,·en down '.\lacClintock C hannel hy prevailing 
:'\'onh-\\'est ga les. There, we nearly lost the ~hip, as the waters 
were fu ll of shoals, and the force o f the wind and snow in our 
faces made it impo~iblc LO ~ee. \Ve dropped both anchors 
behind a reef and prayed that they would hold , which they d id, 
alLhough great floes kept crashing· down on us all night. By 
September 3rd we had worked up to Pasley Ba y, vicinity o f 
Lhe l\Jagnetic Pole, and a ll progress was stopped hy ice. \Ve 
got ca ught there and drifted back and fonh with th e ice until 
eptember 11th, when we got _jammed in close to the beach, 

and al l ice in the bay beca-me stationary until August 4th, 1942. 
\Ve 1110,·ed ouL of the ha) about 15 miles, there we agai n got 
locked in , drifting back and forth in the vici ni ty where Sir 
John Franklin 's ships, Lhe "Erebus" and "Terror", were beset 
and abandoned nearly o ne hundred years before. On August 
2°l1h a sma ll lead opened and we worked o ur way u p to 
Tasmania Islands, where we remained until the 29th , close to 
the beach. There was a liule o pen water between these islands 
and the loose ice moved hack and forth with the change of the 
tides a l terrific ~peed in the narrow channels, keeping us all 
awake. \ Ve had to be comtant ly on the move to avoid damage 
or getting pushed ashore. On the 29th we were able to proceed 
northward , by heading a bit for P rince of \Vales Island, wh ich 
we followed u p until abeam of Bellot Strait. \Ve cut across 
and entered this Stra it t he sam e ni ght. The western end of the 
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Stra it was clear of ice, but in the midd le th ere was a barrier 
right across, held there by some heavy gTot111ded ice. T h is 
Strait is on ly half a m ile wide and there is a terrific current. As 
the ice came pouring in behind us, there was nothi ng el e to 
do but crash into it and a ttempt LO drift th rough . This we did; 
the trong current ca using large whirpools in which large cakes 
of ice spun and gyrated. fany t imes ll'e thought the ship 
wo11ld crack li ke a n ut under the pressure. ometimes we 
became stationary off projecting points of land- high , dark, 
inaccessible cl iffs-the Stra it is about 18 miles long. 

\Ve had two young Eskimos aboard, a man and his wife. 
O ne h as Lo admire the q uality of these people. t times when 
th ing looked really bad they would go up on the foreca tle 
head and sing at the top of their voices. They told me they 
were singing so the ship wouldn't get c1 ushed , so I told th em 
to keep on singing. They were q uite p leased after we got 
through, when I told them their singing had no d oubt he lped 
us a great deal. Meanwh ile, the people at th e eastern encl of 
the trait, at the Hudson·s Bay Company post, Fort Ros, had 
anxiously watched our struggles, and they all came swarming 
aboard to welcome us. 

\ Ve considered o ur voyage practical ly over at this time as 
the Hudson 's Bay Com pany ship " ascopie" has called here 
regularly every year since 1937. But it so happened that in 
1942 it didn 't reach Fort Ross owing to the ice pouring in to 
Prince R egent I nlet after we left. On eplember 2nd we 
proceeded to Ponds Inlet, northern part of Baffin Island, where 
we have a Detachment, picked up one of our men there due to 
go out, then proceeded southward on eptember 10th. In 
Davis Stra it we ran into a strong south-cast gale with snow 
squalls and no visibility. The sea was studded with sma ll ice
bergs and growlers, as the small , almost rnbmerged, icebergs 
are called, some disappearing in the swell, then bobbing u p 
again like gigantic sea-monsters. \\' ith our low power it was 
hard to dodge them as the suction seemed to drag us towards 
them. O ne struck us and knocked a p iece off our hardwood 
guard rai l. H ad it struck us lower down it would have gone 
right through the bottom. We finally arrived al Halifax, . S., 
on October the I I th, a nd our voyage was over. 

Whilst frozen in at Pasley Bay we made many patrols in 
order to get acquainted with the country and to visit and take 
census of the Eskimos scattered in small groups along the 

( 24 ) 



coast o f Iloothia Peninsula and 1orth Somerset Island. O ne of 
o ur trips took us to Vic toria H arbou r in Thom l3ay o n t he eas t 
side o f Boothia Isthmus. It is the larg·e~t Eskimo settlement on 
that coast. T he people li ve a lmost as they did in 1829, wh en 
Sir .J oh n R oss arrived th ere in his sh ip " Vi ctory" in search o f 
the 1orth-'West Passage. After three wi nters, during which 
time Sir J ohn was unable to extricate his vessel from t he ice, 
he abandoned it in the spri ng of 183 1. \ Ve visited th e place 
where he left the ship and fo u11d large p ieces of iron plates 
and bolts from his litt le ste;im boil er and e ng ine, also coils of 
old hemp rope. There was an o ld bron ze cannon there which 
a lmost b roke m y hea rt to lea\·e behind , as it was too heavy to 
pull on o ur sled. T he Eskimos all had implements and sea l 
oil lamps made from the iron pl a tes from the bo il er. The 
older people still vividl y describe the m en on the " Vi ctory" 
from the ta les handed clown to t hem by their forefath e rs; the 
shi p itself, they said, had fin a ll y drifted o u t o f t he harbo ur, 
and smashed u p and sun k near o ne o f the many islands in Lord 
~Tayor Bay. 

The Esk imos in these regio ns are very talka tive. Once th eir 
natu ra l shyness is over, they readil y answer a ll questions a bo u t 
the country. They talk a bout the people who lived there 
before them ; these they ca ll the T unit Peo ple and describe 
them as being very b ig. They lived in ho uses constructed of 
stones, wha lebones and earth. The Eskimo legends are that 
when they (th e Eskimos) arrived they had great fig lns with 
these people and fin a ll y killerl them all , mostly when they slept. 
They can still point to the spot where they say the last o f the 
Tunics were ki lled. When o ld implements are fo und they can 
tell with certa inty whether they are from the ir own or from 
T unit origin. Most o f these legends are no doubt true. At 
ma ny places a long the cast co:i~t o f North Somer~et Island , and 
the coast o f Boothia, we saw remains o f th ese Tunic villages. 
At o ne po in t I m ust have cotmted at least 40 large mo u nds, 
the rem ains o f old ho uses. Frorn these t he re were sticking o ut 
from th e ground t he large 11·hale r ibs used for const ructio n . 
also many whale sku lls. Even at the present ti me th e Eskimos 
make trips to these anc ien t buildi ng sites for wha lebo ne, which 
they split and use for sleigh-shoeing. flow lo ng ago since the 
Tuni c people disappeared no o ne knows. Some day in the 
future I hope the Canadian Governmen t will send competent 
m en in there to excavate some of these old settlements, which 
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migh t elate back tho usands of years. One thing is certain , the 
people who lived the re must have been further ad vanced than 
the Eskimos, since t hey li ved in houses and hu ntect such large 
mam mals as the wha le. 

From whence t he Esk imos cam e no one perhaps will ever 
know wit h certaint y. T heir leg·ends, o ld be liefs and custo ms 
are <l ying out fast ; the b ringers o f c ivil ization have been too 
busy teaching them o ur his tory, bel ie fs and ways o f living to 
find o ut a nything about th ese people fi rst. T hey are o ne o f 
th e lllOS l remarkable people in the world today. Their sma ll 
number co\'ers perha ps more terri tor y than an y other race on 
earth. T he o nes we have come in contact with , in the localities 
from Bering Stra it to Hudson·s Bay, seem to diffe r somewhat 
in appearance in d ifferent loca li ties, a ltho ug h the ir lang uage 
is uni versa ll y the same, with the exception o f loca l dia lects. 
The ones nearest in physical appearance, it seems to me, are 
the o nes fa rthest apart geograph ica lly. For example, the 
Eskimos fro m the Alaskan Coast look ver y much the same as 
th e o nes from Ba riin Island, and th eir dialects a re nearly the 
same. An Eskimo fami ly we took with us from Baffin Island 
to H erschel Island expressed su r prise over the fact that i t was 
m uch easier for them to converse with the western or l\1ac
kerllie Eskimos than wi th their immediate n eig hbo urs across 
Prince Regen t Inlet and King W i lliam Island. The Eskimos 
li ving in the Co rona ti on Gu lf area, in Bathurst Inlet, and 

Eskimos live a very hard life. A photogrn/Jh taken on the ire in 
James Ross Strait. 
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EJl<imo .mow huts- a rc1111J1. Dog 1<' (1111 resting. 

Victoria Island , as far east as Cambridge Ilay, appear to be 
taller, with better features, some very ruddy, and of a genera ll y 
more handsome appearance than either the Alaskans or 
Baffi n landers. 

The Eskimos who have th e hardest life are probably the 
fe w scattered groups living around Boothia and Adelaide 
Peninsulas, an d in the King 'William Island regions; they are 
also the most primitive. Owing to the lack of caribou, on 
which they d epend for clothing, they n early always seem to be 
ragged and dirty. In the spring and summer they mostly go 
inland in search of deer, r eturning aga in to the sea-ice in the 
fall in order Lo hunt seals, which are their main source of food 
and fuel du r ing the long winter. Some years when they have 
fail ed in the deer hunt, one can find them huddled together in 
miserable liule snow huts, just eking ou t an existence, waiting 
for spring. The best of the cloth ing, in many cases the 
sleeping skins, have to be made over for the men, in order that 
they may stay out on the ice to spear seals at the breathing 
holes, o r jig for tom cods, small specie of codfish, hardly more 
than a head with a tai l attached to it. The women and children 
have to stay around the snowhouses, sometimes clothed only 
in dirty old deerskin rags, many times with parts of their bodies 
exposed. Under such conditions they cannot travel very far in 
search of better hunting. Whatever game is secured is divided 
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by the wife of the lucky h u n ter and g iven to the other women 
in camp. They all share a li ke; no o ne seems to keep an ythi ng 
extra for themselves; everybody is free to vi it each other's 
snowhouse and to help themselves to a ny food or m eat laying 
a round. Sometimes they a ll congregate in o ne snowho use and 
cal the food; the precio us seal blu bber used to cook the mea t 
is conserved t hat way. I t somet imes happens under these 
c ircumstances that some of t he very o ld and infir m commit 
su icide, as is their custom , in o rder not to impose o n the 
younger and ab le hunters. I have never heard o f anyone being 
de li berately " pu t out o f the way", al tho ugh the re have been 
many rumours that i t is done; but these, I th ink, come m ostly 
fro m people who have never come in close contact with the 
va rious Esk imos, or seen the cond itio ns under which some of 
th em exist. l know on e o ld Eskimo who comm itted su icide. 
Th is man, "great h un ter in his day, strang led h imself- wh ich 
seems Lo be the most popular way- j ust a few days before my 
a r r ival. I t was d uring o ne o f the bad winters I have 
mentioned , and took place in 1937, al a p lace o n the ice a few 
m iles eastward from King ·wi!liarn Island. Upon inq u iry o f 
h is wife and relatives I found that he had been a iling for nearly 
a year and had lost the use of h is legs. The other men used to 
pu ll hi m ou t to the seal holes by sled, where he would sit for 
ho u rs poised over the hole, waiting to str ike a seal. So metimes 
he succeeded, but final ly he got worse and cou ld no longer be 
taken out, and had to rema in laying clown in h is snowhouse, 
wh ich was shared by h is son-in-law and h is marr ied sister. 
i\ lany times d uring the win ter, his wife and son-in-law sa id, 
he had asked for h is r ifle so tha t he could shoot h imself, bu t 
a ll Eskimos now had heard abo u t the police and knew that 
some other people who had committed m urder for o ther reasons 
had been ta ken away. They were sca red tha t they wo uld be 
b lam ed and woul d not help h im , as was som etimes do ne before 
when men were too sick to he lp themselves to d ie. H owever, 
a fter many argu men ts from the o ld man , a ll th e men left cam p 
for the sea l hunt, as it is not cusomary that they be presen t 
when someone kills h imself. The o ld man now onl y had the 
women to deal with, and it was their custom to o bey the head 
o f t he ho use. H is wife said he asked her to fasten the line of 
h is seal spear through the roof of the snowho use so he co u ld 
strangle himself. T h is she refused to do and he got so angry 
she said she cried and cried, and fi na lly ran ou tside where they 
could hear her husband calling. They fin ally went in again 

( 28) 



and her husband kept begging them. His daughter, a gir l 
15 or 16 years old, then went out and fas tened the line, but 
did not return. H er husband now made a loop, then got on 
his knees and call ed for his women fo lks to come. As his 
daughter had not returned he told hi wife to get her, and 
when they had come back and stood around him he put his 
head in the loop, looked at them all, then leaned forward and 
died right away. After a while they cut him down, wrapped 
him in the skin he had been laying on , and dragged him 
outside. When the men came home that evening they pulled 
the body to a little rocky island and left it there, as no Eskimo 
likes to be left on the ice after they are dead. Then th e whole 
group had to move camp perhaps ten miles or so. I went to 
the little island to look at the dead man so as to con fi rm their 
story that he had died from strangulation, although I believed 
the story. It so happened that before my return a strong 
snowstorm came up, lasting for several days. 1o one could go 
ou t hunting and they had to sit •in their snowhouses, cold and 
miserable. On my return to camp a few days later they said 
the b low m ust have been sent by the d ead man because I had 
disturbed him. 

One cannot help but li ke and admire the Eskimos; especially 
so the more primitive groups among them , whom we have 
contacted ; their helpfulness co one another, their resourceful 
ness in hard times, and their fond ness for children. As far as 
I have seen there is no such thing as the unwanted step-child. 
If a child's parents die or are unable to care for it, the child is 
immediately adopted by some one who can , and he fares the 
same as their own children. In their primitive way of life they 
need one another in order to hunt, live and exist. Some of 
their custom perhaps do not agree with our way of thinking, 
but they are no worse than many among civilized people. 

The only sad happening which took place d uring the second 
winter of our first patrol through the North-vVest Passage was 
when one of our comrades, Constable Chartrand, died sudden ly 
of a heart attack. As Chartrand was an ardent Catholic, and 
the only member of that denomination on the "St. Roch", we 
thought it but right that, if possi ble, he should be buried with 
the ritual of his Church . At Pelly Bay, about 400 miles from 
us, we knew there was a priest, Father Henry, living among 
the Eskimos, almost as one of them. Corporal Hunt and myself 
set out to locate him and if possible to have him come and 
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perform the ceremony. On this journey we cam e in contact 
with many o f the Eskimos scattered in small groups southward 
along the east side of Boothia. Wherever we arrived we were 
most heartily welcomed. They gave us the choicest tidbits of 
sea l meat, fish , or any other th ings that migh t happen to be 
simmeri ng in their po ts, a lways hang ing over the blubber 
lamps. The ladies o f the house almost continuously tend these 
lam ps and pots, some of which conta ined heads of large 
bearded seals with lo ng drooping moustaches and large mourn
ful eyes stari ng at us fro m the pot. Some times an ol d wrink led 
woman would put her hand in a pot. search around for a wh ile, 
then pul l o ut a choice piece of meat and sq ueeze it between 
her fingers, then g ive it a few licks with her tong ue; then , 
with a g racio us sm ile, she would hanrl it to us. Not to igno re 
this friend ly gesture we wou ld p ull o u t our knives, cut off a 
few pieces o f meat, th en toss the remainder back in the pot. 

On arrival at o ne of these snow vil lages near Lord Mayor 
Bay one evening we heard q uite a commotion issuing from 
the largest house. After securing our dogs we crawled in 
thro ug·h the passage leading into the ho use, and much to our 
surprise fo und a great big man dressed in an enormous pair 
of white bearskin pants and a white parka standing in the 
middle of the ho use p laying a concertina. All around him 
stood or squatted about 40 Eskimo men, women and chi ldren 
singing ··shall \Ve Gather at the River" in their own tongue. 
After o ur m utual surprise they recognized us as white men. 
T he b ig man shook hands with us and in troduced hi mself as 
Canon Turner, th e Ang lican Missionary from Pond Inl et, 
Ballin l sland. H e had arrived a clay ear lier on his annua l visit 
from Baffin l sland. After we had shaken hands with everyone, 
includ ing the sm all ba bies, still on their mothers' backs, where 
they a re carried so as to keep them warm, they continued on 
with the ser vice, mostly singing, in which we jo ined. This 
kept up for abo u t five ho u rs or more, until a large sect ion o f 
the snowho use roof caved in from the heat of such a large 
gathering. As the weather was mi lei o u tside, it was no t worth 
while bu ilding a new roof in the dark. Instead , we a ll com
m en ced eating, everybody con tributing someth ing to the feast. 
So m e o f the Eskimos bro ught in armful ls o f frozen fish , whi le 
Cano n Turner cooked a large pot of rolled oats. W e con
tributed some tea and sugar, a lso the use of our primus stoves. 
By the time everyone was through eating, and a ll the news was 
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swapped between Canon Turner and ourselves, it was after 
three in the morning. As many of us as possible stretched ou t 
on the sleeping plat form for a b it of rest; Canon T urner , 
Corporal Hunt and myself in th e cen ter. O n each side of us 
slept an Eskimo famil y, complete with little children. Between 
the smal l babies, which cried at times, and the snoring of the 
grown-ups, we did not get a great deal of sleep before they 
started getting up. Corporal Hunt and myself had scarcely 
dozed off when we were awakened by the tunes from Canon 
Turner's concertina. He was standing in the middle of the 
snowhouse ho lding morn ing service, with a n umber of Eskimos 
standing around singing. The chanting voices of the Eskimos 
lulled us to sleep again , and we d id not waken unti l a plate 
of porridge was put into our hands by Canon T urner, who was 
about ready to leave on his homeward journey. At th is spot 
the North-West Passage was again completed . Canon T urner 
came from England and had arr ived from an east coast port 
of Canada, coming- to Baffin Island on the Hudson 's Bay 
Company steamer "Nascopie", and crossed over to Boothia by 
dogs. \Ve had arrived from Vancouver to the west side of 
Boothia, then travelled around it by dogs. O ur meeting with 
Canon T urner was purely one of chance, neither of' us knew 
of the oth er 's movements. 

From here we hired an Esk imo lO gu ide us to Pelly Bay in 
order to locate Father Henry. \ Ve arrived at his place late 
on the night before Good Friday. We found the Father living 
in a stone house, probably about 16 feet by 24 feet long, that 
he had bu ilt entirely by himself. It was really a masterly piece 
of work, as he had fi tted all these hundreds of stones of various 
s.hapes and sizes together with clay taken from the ground, 
about two feet down from the surface soil. vVe found him to 
be a most charming and genia l man. He lived practica ll y on 
th e coun try's natural resources, mostly seal meat and fish, at 
times eating raw frozen fish. Th is is no doubt what kept h im 
in such wonderfu l hea lth. In one part of the house, which he 
had partitioned off with ski ns and pieces of wood, he had a 
little heater in wh ich he burned chunks of seal blubber and 
moss. H ere he also ate and slept. He turned this room over 
to us, insisting on sleeping on the floor himself. He offered 
us a glass of wine, but when the li ttle keg was brought in, it 
was frozen solid. It was a while before it thawed out enough 
to give us each a glass. The wine and the fact that we had 
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travelled 55 miles that day made us fal l asleep while the Fall1er 
was saying his midnight Mass. ext morning when we awoke 
the Father had already held his morning service and was busy 
preparing breakfast for us. \Vhen we tried to excu e ourselves 
for sleeping through his services, the Father just la ughed in his 
kind, humorous way and said that it was but right that we 
sho uld sleep li ke good Protestants whi le he prayed for us. The 
Eskimos now began to arrive from the surrounding district, 
and in a little while about 25 snowhouses had been built. 
Everyone was coming to attend Easter Service. On Ea ter 
morning we joined in the service, at tended by about 80 
Eskimos of a ll ages, packed into the little stone building. There 
was no room and nothing for them to sit on , so they were 
nearly a ll standing up, except for a few old ones who sq uatted 
on the floor. The Father had taught hymns and prayers to 
these people, a nd the service was held in the Eskimo language. 
The Father looked wonderful in his robes. H e is a fine big man 
with a long fla ming red beard, and the Eskimos ju t love him. 

While the service was going on, a great pile of fish was 
thawing in one corner, and a large pot of meat was simmering 
over a eal oi l lamp, so as to be ready for feasting immediately 
the service was over. A young woman next to me fainted twice, 
bm nobody paid an y atten tion to her as they were too busy 
singing. Each time I dragged her outside into the fresh air, 
and when she came Lo sht' just smi led and shufAed in again . 
I found out afterwards that she had just come about 100 miles 
and had given birth Lo a baby a few hours before the service. 

After the service they immediately began to rejoice, which 
took the form of eating. The Father introduced us to them 
as King George's men who had come especially to visit them, 
and told them to give us a hearty Eskimo welcome. This they 
did with great sho uts between each mouthful. \Ve were the 
first pol icemen to visit these people, so to give a good impres-
ion we contr ibuted a case of beef tallow that we carried along 

as emergency dogfeed. T he Eskimos are exceedingly fond of 
this kind of tallow. It is just pure ed ibl e beef tallow which we 
use ourselves on the tra il instead of lard. At once th e Eskimos 
began to cut the tallow up in pieces a nd they crunched large 
chunks of it as dessert. After the feast they had games outside 
for the men; this consisted mainly of throwing a harpoon at a 
snowblock, and shooting with bow and arrow. They all have 
rifles now, but the Father encourages them to keep up practice 
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with bow and arrow, which I lhink 1s a good thing. I was 
selected LO be th e judg·e, and as such it was m y d u ty to hand 
out the prizes to the winners. The Father had some small 
prizes, and Corporal Hunt and I donated some of our tobacco 
:rnd cigarette papers, and a 
pair o[ snow g lasses, which 
1 intended as fi rst pr ize. 
Every man was lo shoot 
lhree arrows each. Some of 
lht> o lder men were quite 
good, bu t there was a hand
some young fellow that I 
thought sho uld ha ve first 
pi ize. H e therefore got the 
mow g lasses. We soon found 
out thal we didn't !-\ave 
cnc ug h prizes to go around 
as each man came u p for a 
p. ize whether he had made 
a good score or nol. No 
F,ss. imo considers him~elf 
inferior to another; fo r had 
he not tried just as hard to 
hil the LargeL? He had just 
had bad luck with his shoot
ing, lhat was al l. Sometimes 
it 11·as the same ll'ay wi th 
ihe ln: nt ing. Some days cer-
1ain Eskimos got ga me, then 
'.ome other clays other Eski
mos got the game. They a ll 
received the benefits fro m r.,w,dmother a11d grandchild, King 
it , so why sho uld they not ll'illiam Tsln11d. She recalls the "Gjna" 

11 · I · I · expeditio11, t11tder A 111w1dse11, 
;i get a pnze, w 11c l IS pe r- w iul(' > ; 11g there . 
haps a good way of reason-
ing. \,Ve t herefore had to resort to a few more po unds of ta llow, 
ll'hich we cu t in ha lves, thus each man received a prize. 
Strangely eno ugh the o nes who got the real prizes would rather 
have had the tallow. 

\ Ve sla yed six days wi th Fath er H enry; then we asked if he 
could come and perform the funeral service. He said he would 
be pleased to come later in the spring when the seals began 
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to come up to sleep on the ice. It would then be easier to 
procure dogfeed from day to day as one travelled. This was 
what we had expected anyway, so we prepared to continue our 
journey to King William Island. The Father obtained a fine 
young Eskimo to guide us over the overland journey. After 
we left, Corporal Hunt and I developed terrible colds with 
headaches and fever, but we finally arrived at Gjoa Haven , 
King William Island. Here we were warmly greeted by Mr. 
Learmonth, the manager of the Hudson 's Bay Company Post. 
Whilst there we learned of another tragedy- the death of Mr. 
William Gibson, the district inspector for the Hudson 's Bay 
Post in the Western Arctic. Mr. Gibson, ex-Mounted Police
man, with many years of Arctic service, both with the Force 
and with the Hudson's Bay, had burned to death in an airplane 
crash whilst on his way to Coppermine from Edmonton. vVith 
the death of Mr. Gibson and Constable Chartrand the Arctic 
lost two great travellers; and Eskimos and whites in the Arctic, 
two good friends. 
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THE RETURN VOYAGE 
19--1-4 

\Vhil e at Tlali fax during the win ter 1943-44 we aga in 
received instructions to navigate the North-\ Vest Passage. This 
time we were to use the Lancaste r Sound R oute . On th e way 
we were to call a t Frobisher Bay a nd bring supplies to our 
Detachment at P ond Inl et. Du ring the win ter we had several 
a lteratio ns carried o ut to the living quarters so as to be more 
com fortable and we had a large diesel engine insta lled. \Ve 
left Halifax H arbour, .July 22nd. The next da y we noticed th e 
deck around the exha ust pipe had become very hot, causing 
the p itch to ho il and run ; it was therefore necessary to head 
for Sydney, N. S., lo have th e exha use pipe altered. This took 
us th ree clays, and it was .J ul y 2fith before we eventua lly headed 
northward. We ca lled at Curling Cove, Newfoundla nd , to 
fill our oil tan ks, as this was the last p lace o n our trip where 
o il could be obtained. On Ju ly 29th we passed through the 
Strait of Belle Isle. Fro m there the icebergs became very 
numerous, and we were greatly hampered by fog along the 
Labrador Coast. No observation could b e o btained , and o n 
Aug ust 2nd we got a short g limpse o f Cape Chid ley. Shortl y 
afterwards we obta ined a rad io bearing from Resolu tion Island. 
T he weather continued thick and fog-gy and drift ice now made 
its a ppeara nce. As we cou ld no t afford to lose any more t ime 
we dec ided to pass up the c.111 at Frobisher Bay and continue 
northward. Ry Aug·ust 4th we had wor ked up to Leopold 
1~·la11cl , th e north side o f C umber land Sound . As we proceeded 
toward Cape \ Va lshingham, the ice became heavier and we 
could make no prog-ress. I therefore proceeded across to th e 
Creenland coast, which we sig h ted o n August 6th . On this 
side there was fine clear weather and open water except for 
g ian t icebergs. Off the Great Hali but Ban k conditions loo ked 
good to westward, so we aga in crossed oveJ' to Baffin Island . 
and picked up the land around C lyde Ri ver. There again was 
fog and Hoe ice which slowed us down considera bly. I t was 
Aug ust 12th before we fin ally ancho red in front of our Pond 
Inlet Detachment. Had our instructions not included this call 
we wo11ld have contin11ed 0 11 Northward a lo ng the Greenland 
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coast until a little past Lancaster Sound, where we would have 
rnt across, and thus saved much time from working ice. During 
the early part of summer there is much less ice on the Green
land side than the Baffin Island side. Our time was spent in 
unloading supplies and taking on previously cached "St. Roch" 
equipment. We took on board a native, his wife and family 
and 17 dogs. They were all quite willing to venture forth with 
us. There were seven of them all told. They made themselves 
comfortable in a tent on top of our deckhouse, where they lived 
until we reached Herschel Island. \Ve got away from Pond 
Inlet o n August 17th ; proceeding up Navy Board In let, we 
made a short stop at Low Point to pick up some articles. 
belonging to ou r famil y. '\-\1hile crossing Lancaster Sound we 
ran into a strong sou th-easterly gale with snow and sleet. Due 
to the absence o f Aoe ice a nasty choppy sea came up and finally 
we found shelter in the lee of a huge flat-topped iceberg near 
Cape W arrender. W e cruised back and forth in the lee of this 
iceberg for six hours while the whole vessel became covered 
with a sheet of ice from the spray and sleet. Our poor dogs on 
top of the deckload were suffering most from the freezi ng spray 
until we finally got them all bundled into a li ttle cargo scow 
that we somehow covered with bits of canvas. \Vhen the gale 
abated we proceeded to, and anchored at, Dundas Harbour, 

orth Devon Island. "\Ve had a Detachment there, and as it 
had been closed for some time it was desirable that we should 
call and ascertain the condition of the buildings for fu ture 
occupation. 

We left there again on August 19th. There was still a fresh 
south-east wind with sleet and no visibility to speak of, so we 
skirted lhe high cliff-like shore. At noon we came abreast of 
a good sized in let, which at first appeared as a small opening 
in the cliffs. We entered here and after proceed ing up this 
in let we found anchorage close to shore in a little cove wilh 
a deplh of 18 fathoms of water. We went ashore and buil t a 
cairn, into which we placed a brass cylinder con ta ining a 
record of ou r visit. We saw numerous bear tracks but no other 
game. On the bank of a stream running from the hills into 
the cove we discovered the ruins of three ancient dwell ings 
made of stones and bones. Poor weather prevented me from 
determining our exact position, but as far as I could judge it 
was either Stratton or Burnett Creek. A heavy snow fell during 
the night, but we could not afford to linger long, so proceeded 
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westward a long the coast. T he fal ling snow at times shu t off 
al l visibili ty. T he weather cleared ah er we crossed Maxwell 
Bay, Devon Island, which ~eemecl su itable fo r shipping, and 
before us lay a remarka ble stre tch o f h igh, flat-topped ta b le· 
lan d . T he steep wa lls rose direct ly from the water 's edge 
leaving no beach. T o the south ward we could see P rince 
Leopo ld Island and some icebergs. \ Ve nea red Cape H urd at 
noon , A ug ust 20th. La te tha t afternoon at Beechey Island we 
ancho red in six fa tho ms o f water in Ere bus Bay, named a fter 
one o f Sir .John Frankl in's shi ps that spen t its first winter here. 
On the island we went imrnedi~tely to the ceno taph erected in 
memory o f t hose who perished in th e Bri t ish Naval Exped ition 
in 1852 under Sir Edward Iklcher wh i le in search of the 
Frank lin party. On the beach we exam ined the remains of a 
cache known as North umberland H o use, established in 1854 
by Commander W . S. P ull en o f II .M .S. "North Star" . All that 
was left were tho usands o f oak barrel staves and pieces o f coa l. 
N earby we came across pieces o [ the keel, stem and planki ng of 
the yacht " Mary", a small ves~el of 12 tons left a t Ca pe Spencer , 
D evon Island, in 1850 by Sir J ohn R oss, who ho ped it would 
save chance survi vors of the Fran kl in Expedition . T wo years 
later Commander P u llen moved i t to Beechy Island, where 
it has remain ed throug hout the vears. Captain Berni er visited 
this p lace in 1906 and we fo und his records in a cairn o n an 
eleva ted p la teau, and su pplemented them with an account of 
o ur own doings. O ur b r ief to ur revea led nothing mo re of 
h istoric interes.t. T he island is desolate and barren and without 
fresh waler. \ Ne did no t venture far in land because snow fe ll 
con tin uo usly during o ur stay a nd the country-side was buried 
under a deep mantle. 

W e left Beechey Island on Aug ust 22nd , passed Cape 
H o tham , Cornwa llis Island a nd Wellington C han ne l, which 
was c lear o f ice lo the nor th ward ; b ut soon the weather 
changed and ice dri fting eastward made its appearance. O ur 
course took us north of GrifTi ths, Somervi I le and Brown Islands 
through floes which , t hough o f o ne year's fo rmatio n, kept 
getti ng heavier and more tightly packed. H ere we hagged fo ur 
walrus that provided a we lco me change in food for us, and 
especia ll y for our Eskimos a nd o ur clog·s.. O wing to heavy 
packed ice a long th e Cornwal lis Island shore we were unable 
to land. During the morning o r Aug ust 2~ rd we reached a 
point about 8 miles eastward o r Ca pe Cockburn on Bathurst 
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Island, but were unab le to penetrate farther as the thickl y 
packed ice moved eastward at g reat speed, carrying us a long 
with it for about 20 miles, until abeam of Ackland Bay, where 
we managed to get loose. \Ve then wor ked our way inshore 
and anchored beh ind 
some shoa ls on wh ich 
heavy ice was grounded, 
breaki ng· the flow o[ drift 
ice. I t she ltered us until 
the morning o f the 24th, 
when th e wind changed 
and cl ea red th e ice from 
the shores. We fo llowed 
up the lead and anchored 
off Cape Cockburn. We 
immediately went ashore 
to look for the cairn bui lt 
by Capta in Bernier, but 
fail ed to locate it. Per
ha ps it had been de
stroyed by bears, because 
we saw many of their 
tracks in the snow. 

In a conspicuous place 
close to j utting rock 
about 300 feet h igh we 
buil t a cairn for our 
records, and from this 
van tage point we saw that 
the ice in Viscount Mel
vii le Sound was tightly 
packed to the west and 
south . The who le coun-
try~idc here was packed 

Fi11e old Eskimo who lwew where 011e of 
Franklin's ships sank, a11d, as a small /Joy, 
made visi ts to get pieces of iron from he,·. 

in deep new fa lle n snow. Ice pressure from Austin Channel 
made it imperative that we move without delay, so we at once 
&taned working northward. Though the ice was not heavy, 
and the surface bro ken, the constant westerly wi nds, assisted 
by the h eavy snowfall , he ld it together. We alternately teamed 
and h ut clown and dri fted until late p.m., when we had 
reached a point off Schomberg Point. 

From h ere we found a good lead westward lo the north end 
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of Bya m J\ lart in Island, where we anchored, went ashore to 

build a cairn and cleposit a cylinder with a record. Only a 
small cai rn could be bui lt, owing to snow covering the la nd, 

Ca /1tai11 K el/ell's taini , 18; J, v isible fo r 111iles. 
011 rn111111it of Drnfry l sla11d. T!t rne ,,111/1/ y 

barrels, u11e above a11ut/1 er. 

and it was hard to 
find stones and rocks. 
vVe saw severa l caribou 
tracks i 11 the new snow. 

In the early morning 
o f August 26th we got 
under way again and 
headed westward for the 
Mel vi ll e Island. W e 
en joyed the first clear 
weather for days and 
saw very little ice while 
crossing· over to Mel
vi li e. As we approached 
the beach o[ Consett 
H ead we sighted a dozen 
musk-oxen grazing on 
the grassy lowland close 
Lo the beach , and as we 
proceeded southward we 
saw several small herds. 
At I : 30 p.m., perceiving 
what in the distance ap

peared to be a large cabin, we anchored in a sha llow bay north 
of Griffith Point. A party set out to investigate, but the object 
of our attention proved to be a lone bu ll musk-ox, motionless 
as the land on which he stood. A mile and a ha lf inland a small 
cairn was built and a record placed in it. Getting under way 
again, we reached Palmer Point at mid nigh t and anchored 
close to shore in 25 fath oms of water. T he navigation had been 
difficult the last few days owing to constant snowfall and thick 
weather, which obscured the sun and th e land most of the 
time. The magnetic compasses had been bafflingly unrespon
sive for severa l days, man y times with it~ Nor th point fixed 
on the ship's head, irrespective of our d irection. Du ring the 
nig ht and forenoo n o[ A ugust 27th we again had heavy snoll'
fa ll and no visibility. We ventured ashore, however, and 
deposited a record 0 11 a pyramid-li ke rock. R ock piles of thi s 
kind made by Eskimo hunters signified that i n the remote past 
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this !;-ind had been inhabited. Green , ·egetatio n could be seen 
prot rue! i ng throug h the snm,· \I'll ich wa co,·eri ng the ground 
la~t. and discou raged us lro1n goi ng Yery far inland. During 
the a lte1 noon o f .\ug ust ~7th the we;-ither < le;1 1 eel and we 
pulled o ut for Dealey hi.ind . The cairn on top of th e island. 
crn1~ i~ti 11g- of a h ug-e pi le of stones. o n wit ich a la rg-e spar. su r
rno1111Led by three b;-irrcls. could be seen for a long 11"a\'. \\'c 
an< horccl close inshore and at once set out to examine the 
111a55i,·e cache which, like the cai rn , had been built in th e 
5pring of 1853 by Captain Henry Kellett, 11"ho had spem the 
wi nter there, in I--l.~I. . "' R esolute'·. The cad1e. partially 
dc,tro)Cd and its contenb scattered eveq where b ) m;-iraucling 
bea1~. had been erected in the sha pe o l a hou~e. Alll1ough 
111mt o l i l~ stll rely stone walls st i 11 slOocl. the roof had long 
~in ce fallen in. At one e nd were iron tanks of hard tack, 
th e tanks were rusted th roug h and the hard tack was wet and 
soggy. Canned meats :i nd , eg-eta bles stac ked up and covered 
11"ith sod formed part o f one ll'al l. The centre of the building 
\\'a5 a conglomeration o l broken barrels o f flo 11r, clothing, coal , 
rope and broken hardwood pulley for ships blocks. Everything 
wa~ sti II frozen in ice, ll'h ich co, ered the interior of the cache. 
Out~ide were scattered leather sea boots, broken barrels of 
chocolates, peas an d beans, a ll wet and soggy. On the beach 

Fro11/ of Ca/ilai11 1,: ,•/frll".1 ({/;,,,. /811. f/ 1111c/1l'dS of '""'"'" /,,,,.,,-/, 
srnllerNI n11m111/. ,\ 'otl,i11g usable re111ai11,·rl. 
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were two broken R oss riAes and boxes of amm unition nearly 
buried in the sand. The rifles had been left by Captain Bernier 
in 1909, whose records we found in the cairn . \ Ve picked o ut 
a few good tins, some of wh ich contained ox cheek sou p made 
in 1850 l>y a ma nufanurer si tuated opposite East Ind ia l lo use, 
London. Directio ns for opening were , take a hammer and 
ch isel and cu t o ut one end, being ca refu l not to let fl akes o f 
the paim which cover the cans to get into the sou p. 

As th e season was getting on we could not a fford to rema in 
long, so in the morning of August 28th we pulled for Wimer 
I !arbour abou t 30 miles to the westward . The weather was 
very thick when we a rr ived there, so had to anchor o utside for 
a few ho urs, wa iting for the weather to clear. Fina ll y we got 
inside and anchored in abo ut fi ve fat homs of water. In the 
harbour iLSelf there were many large pieces o f heavy ice 
aground. We immed iately wem asho re to visit Parry Rock, 
which cou ld be c learly seen. On the rock was carved the na mes 
of H . 1. ships ' ' I lee-la" and " Griper·· , also the names o f severa l 
seamen from thee ships. These two ve sels were th e two first 
vessels to arrive and winter here and were under the command 
o f William Ed ward Parry, Roya l Navy, who was, I think, the 
most o utstand ing of a ll the Arctic explorers o f those days. 
On the rock was a lso a large copper p late inscr ibed with the 
Union J ack and the Ca nadian Coat o f Arms, and th e fo llowing 
inscriptio n : 

" T111s ~ l o 10R1AL Is ERECTED TODAY To Co:-.1 -

l\l EJ\1ORATE THE TAKI NG P os~,£ss10;-,.; FoR T11 E 

D O;\I IN IO. OF CANADA , OF T11E \ VHOLE ARCTIC 

ARc111PELAGO, LAYl;,,/G To T11E NoR ni OF A :-1ER ICA. 

F Rol\1 LONG. 60 \V. To 14 1 \V. , UP To L AT. 90 
NORTII , WINTER HRB., N f EI.V l l.1.E I SLAN D, C.C.S. 

ARCTI C. J u 1.Y 1ST, 1909, J. E. BERN I ER, Co,\1:-1ANDER, 

J. \I. K OENIG, SCUl.l'TOR." 

\ Vhilst in \ Vinter Harbour we also found a bottle conta in ing ;i 

notice clepo ited in 1929 by the la te Inspector J oy, R .C:. l\f.P ., 
who had then visited this spot, making- perhaps the lo ngest ancl 
most famo us patrol in Arctic h istory. \ \/hi le th ere we were 
still hampered by heavy snowfall, which prevented us from 
venturing very far behind . 

After p lacing a record of our visit o n Parry R ock, we left 
W inter H arbour, I :20 p.m . Aug ust 30th , and enjoyed a clear 
nm south-westward for 30 miles, a ltho ug h the heavy pack 
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could be seen to the south of us. \ Ve were now in waters never 
before traversed by any vessel, the eastern entrance to McClure 
trait. \ Ve encoun tered the heaviest ice of the voyage here, 

of large unbroken Aoes. \Ve were soon forced to moor to the 
ice, and so took the opportunity to fil l our fresh water tanks 
from the rresh water pools on the ice. \ Ve were hampered a 
great d eal by thi ck fog and sleet , but tak ing advantage of every 
lillle opportuni ty we gradually worked southward, a lternatel y 
tying up to the ice and drihing. Fortunately th e weather now 
was a lmost calm, with on ly a slight draft o[ wind from the 
north . The fl oes to which we moored appeared LO revolve in 
a clockwise motion , as we a lways found ourselves on the north 
side of the floe, after being tied up to it for a few hours. Late 
p.m. September 2nd land suddenl y loomed up ahead through 
the fog a nd we were again forced to moor to a grounded floe 
close to shore and await better wea ther, for, beca use of our 
merry-go-round drift, I couldn't decide whether we were near 
Russell Point on Banks Island or Peel Point on Victoria Island. 
Daylight, September 3rd, we continued up what proved Lo be 
Richard Colli nson's In let. \Ve soon found out our mista ke, so 
turning around we fo llowed the coast back and soon were in 
Pr ince of W ales Strait. There were only a few small pieces of 
ice, and wonderful clear weather and sunshine greeted us. It 
was r eally the only fine clay we had during the entire passage; 
that night we were off the southern end of the Strait, and 
shutting down our engine dri fted until dayligh t, when we 
were close to Ramsay Island. hortly afrerwards we passed 
the entrance to \ Valker Bay, our winter quarters of 1940-4 1. 
Shortly after noon, September 4 th , we anchored at H o lman 
Island . I thought it strange that no one came LO meet us, as 
there is a R .C. Mi ss ion, a Hudson's Bay Post and severa l nat ives 
there. A blast from o ur whist le brought no life whatever. 
When we went ashore we learned that the people had been up 
all night un load ing suppli es from the H .B.C. vessel "Fort Ross", 
which had left on ly a few hours before our arr ival, and, tired 
ou t, th ey had been in bed. \ Vhen awakened by o ur whistle 
they tho ught the " Fort Ross" had returned for some reason. 

There more histo ry was made. there two Canad ian vessels 
had completely circumnavigated the 1orth American Con
tinent, the " Fort R oss" had left H alifax three months before 
us and had sailed through the Panama Canal, up the west 
coast to \';mco11ver , ,,·here she had loaded for the western 
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Arctic. On Sep tember 5th \\'e left the island and before 
m idnight were in a fie ld o f hea\'y ice, 20 m iles north of Lhe 
ma inland o ff Keats Po in t. :\'exL day, bu ffeted by strong winds, 
we cra\l'led t hrough tightl y packed ice along the shore to Cape 
Parry, then cut across Franklin Bay and follo\\'ed Lhe shore-line 
to Cape Batllllr t. \ Ve \\'ere no\\' in what ll'e mig ht call home 
\\'a Lers. buL iL did noL gi\'C us a \'ery \\'arm welcome, as we ra n 
inLo a blinding sno11'SLorm, a n d a ll day and Lhe next ,re b ucked 
heavy ice \l'hich grad uall y forced us closer LO sho re. and late 
al night o n epLember 7th \l'e were forced to Lie up LO 

grou nded ice near T oker Point. 
NexL morning we were able to make very little progress for 

fog had seul ed down and joined with the ice as 1ho 11gh LO 

de li bera tely impede us. At noo n , however, iL lifted, and 
vi~ibi l ity improved suflicicnJy for us to sec 1hat Lh e way Lo 1he 
we: L was c losed comple tely. and as fresh north ll' inds were 
dri vi ng more ice upon us, I decided to bear toward T11ktoyak
tu k. T he sha llow water and t he strong cu rrent fro11 1 1hc 
~lackenzie Ri \'er kept a large stretch of open waler the re. 
\ Vhen we reached Lhe harbo ur's n10 11 Lh at G p.n1. the entra nce 
markers were indist ingu ishabl e in the darkness. and ll'e 
grounded on the mud flat. F<>rt1111ately \l'e had ,·cry liule 
head\\';iy o n , so backed off agai n. \ Ve anchored in three fa1h o 111s 
of 1l'a tcr, a ltho ugh \l'e h;ited to do so. as 11·c kne1I' a gale \\'as on 
its way, and iL came. Day lig ht of September !llh liroug lll a ga le 
and pou ring ra in . Before ,re got unde1 \l'ay th e emrance 
mar kers had b lo\l'n doll'n. The entrance is , ·ery tricky, but the 
only th ing we cou ld do \\'as to auem pt Lo enter. In no time 
Lhe sea and \l'aLer \\'as no thi ng b uL chu rned-u p mud , Lh e vessel 
rolled so vio leml y one of o u r dories rolled r ight on 10 1he boaL 
deck fro m th e davi ts. I l ow we got over Lhe sha llows is a 
mi racle. 11 was on ly th e swel l wh ich lifted 11s over. Once 
inside we dropped bo th a11chors and let out all our cable. The 
gale reached hurrica n e proportions and the wate r rose Le n feel, 
flood ing Lhe I l udson ·s Ba y Compa n y buildings, washing a way 
good s and eq ui pmen t , a nd dmwning severa l naLive-oll'ned dogs. 
Small it lands o f pea t land embedded ll' it h wi llows and cra n• 
berry bushes drifted by. IL \l'ilS the worst storm thaL ever had 
struck the seLLleme nL , b u t the .. St. Roch" rode it o ut. I loll'ever, 
we had entered the harbour o nl y in t ime Lo sa\'e ourseh·es and 
the ~hip lro111 certai n des truction. P .\f. September 10th we 
managed Lo gel a~horc, and t he sandspit was complete ly 
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changed . Huge chun ks of soi l had been lorn from the banks 
o f the isla nd, revealing o ld b lue ice. ~[ackemie Bay was Lu rned 
into a solid m ass of packed ice. T ho ug h Lhe gale had su bsided, 
unfavourable weather con ti nued for several days, with a lte rnate 
snow squalls and pou r ing rain , and when a crui sing p lane from 
Aklavik repor ted that unbroken ice lay between P ul len and 
H erschel Islands, i t looked as tho ugh we were ra ted Lo winte r 
a t Tuktoyaktu k. So we set our nets and began storing· u p dog 
feed . On Septemebr l 7Lh , as fresh winds blew rro m Lhe east, 
the weather improved, and l decided to a ttempt the crossing· 
at least to H ersch el. The storm had made the enLrance of the 
harbour shallo wer still , and we agai n grounded for a few 
min utes. We passed P u llen Island that nig h t, a nd had exceed
ing ly fine weather, o f which we took advantage, steaming in 
leads, appearing as if j usL made for us. A t dawn very heavy ice 
slowed us down , but there was a si ng le lead towa rds Herschel 
Island. Som e floes were easil y ten mi !es long·. One we steamed 
pas t had seven bears o n it, but th e re was no time fo r hu nting. 
As we drew near H ersche l, fog again sett led do ll'n , bu t fina ll y 
we ente red the har bo ur, and immed iately moored Lo Lhe beach , 
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where we unloaded some fuel drums, gasoline and kerosene. 
The bay was choked with heavy old ice, al l aground, and the 
island was snowed under. That night a blow came so severe it 
confined us to the sh ip a ll day of th e 19th, but fortunately the 
gTeat slabs of g-rounded ice acted as a natural brea k \\'ater. 

Next morning our prospects brightened. There was a 
possi bility that we could get through and not have to winter. 
We immediate ly got to work, insta lled our Eskimo famil y in 
one of the empty houses, unloaded e leven tons o f coa l and some 
of our excess stores. Fortunately we could hitch our dogs and 
drive the sled right a long the shipside. We had been in rad io 
communication with Point Barrow, and they said the ice pack 
was solid to the shore, a lso that the season was the worst in 
years. The harbour at Herschel was freezing over fast, but a 
sl ight draft of easterly wind now made i ts appearance. Right 
away we ceased unloadi ng and made preparation to leave, and 
were underway by 2:30 p.m. September 21st. We made good 
time to Barter Island . From there we were forced to hug the 
shoreline and next aflernoon steamed past Flax man Island. 
T hen , still hugging the shore, we groped our way through thick 
fog· off the North Coast. \Ve cou ldn't see the sun and were 
dependent entirely on our hand lead line. \ Ve moved along 
slowly and took frequent sound ings. Suddenly at I :45 a.m. 
September 24th the leadsman shou ted, " \Ve"ve lost the bottom", 
and l kn ew then we had passed the point. Shorlly a fterwards 
we saw the welcome lights of the settlement, but there was no 
stopping here. The ice was setting in on the shore again very 
rapidly, it was pitch dark, and we were still bucking ice. About 
noon that clay we reached the settlement of Wa inwright, and 
were clear of the ice. O n September 27th we passed through 
Bering Strait, and that evening anchored under the steep rocky 
shore of Ki ng Island. There is a village there, built almost like 
birds' nests, on the sloping south side of the island. \Ve had 
our Blue Ensign fl ying, and I thought it strange that we saw no 
sign of li fe. We signalled, but no one appeared. We then 
thought of hoisting the Stars and Stripes. Right away the 
Yillage came to life , natives appeared from the cliffs, kayaks 
\\'ere put in th e water, and soon we had a cloLen or more men 
aboard, eager to trade ivory carvings. \ Ve asked why they 
hadn't come out before, and they said they were kind of scared 
o f our Blue Ensign, as they thought we might be enemies, but 
when they saw the Stars and Stripes as we] I, they knew we 
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must be friends , aud as they ll'ere eager to trade 1l'ith us, 
d ecided to take the chanc<'. 

\Ve made good time down the Bering Sea and arrived within 
i ight of Akutan Islancl on O ctober 1st. Early that m orning 
our old enemy return ed- fog and dirty weather- but we finall y 
entered Akuta n !Iarbo ur, and a fter proper iden tifications were 
made to t he Un ited States nava l o fficers, were permitted lo 
moor a lo ngside the fu e ling wharf. Commander Lee and his 
~Laff ca me aboard and hea rtil y greeted us. The officers and 
sailors, true to American hospi ta lity, as on our previous 
pa~sage, welcomed us ashore, opened wide thei r m esses, and 
treated us to a specia l show ing of a movie and a dinner. \ Vhat 
pleased us most, though, was that we were ab le to take a bath. 
I had not been abl e to s leep withou t m y clothes on ever s ince 
we left Sydney, ~. S. It was therefore a treat to be able to relax 
for a few days. \ Ve rema ined as g uests o f o ur good ne ig hbour5 
in this friendly haven umil O ctober ,Jth , when we proceeded 
to sea for the hom e r un . Afte r an uneventful passage across 
th e Paci fic the ··st. Roch" e nt ered the inside passage and 
anchored for the nig h t in Sh ushan ie Bay, O ctober 12th. 6:00 
p .m. O ctober 16th we arrived and 1110ored a longside Evans
Co lcma11-Eva11s \ Vharf, Vancou ver. Our l\'orlh-\\/est Passage 
was over. In 8G days we had t rave lled 7295 miles. During this 
t i111c we had o n ly steamed 10:l l hours and '.M m inu tes. 

This accou n t o f our latest and 111ost successful voyage wou ld 
not be rnmplete if I did no t pa y tribute to a ll m em bers of my 
crell'. Tribute must a lso be pa id to th ose early explore rs who~e 
~acri fices and ex plo its blazed most of the tra i I ,re took; whose 
succes es and failures became a pa tte rn o f lessons from which 
we learned much. IL is true that man y pioneers 1\'ere defeated 
by the ~onh ; but I think it wa because of the snow and 
cumbersome ships o f those da ys, rather th an the ice and 
inhosp itableness of the laml. Ships at that time were powered 
mostly liy sa ils, or inadeq uate stea m eng ines, and w hen wimer 
he ld them in a frozen berth , t he re was often a crew of over a 
hundred to be fed. These rncn li ved in cramped q uarters fo r 
lo ng- t iresome m onths. with little means o f diversion and 
practica lly 110 opportun it y LO trave l. Yet a few o f the more 
in trepid set o u t on foot to explore and chart the country and 
c laim it for the Empire. This is the spi ri t ll'e must not le t d ie 
in Canada. In the ir 0\\'11 way the ~fo unted Po lice are 
endeavouring to do their part. They ha ,·e made long patrols 
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which frequently surpassed those of many explorers. I have in 
mind the long overland journeys of ex-Assistant Commissioner 
C. D. LaNauze, then Inspector; Inspector French, ex-Assistant 
Commissioner T. B. Caulkin, then Sergeant Major, who 
covered by sled in the early days the territory recently covered 
by the famous " Musk-Ox" Expedition. Also I have in mind 
outstanding patrols made by the late Inspector Joy, ex-Sergeant 
Major H. W. Stallworthy, the presently serving Sergeant R. W. 
Hamilton, and many others. I believe that before long the 
Arctic will become better known. Large powerfu l steel ice
breakers driven by diesel motors will ply its waters, and during 
the summer carry supplies to the northern inhabitants; while 
planes wi ll maintain regular flights over this area, summer 
and winter. As for the North-West Passage, the ice-breakers 
will be able to navigate it, probably by the route we took. 

But the Arctic Sea will always be the Arctic. On occasions 
planned voyages will run behind schedule, delayed by the 
heayy ice in Melville Sound and along· the Alaska Coast. Some 
ships ,,·i 11 find it easy, others difficult, and still others will meet 
disaster. But one thing is certain: modern ships will have the 
adYantage in power and strength, and if held up, will merely 
have to wait until a little later in the season. To future Arctic 
vessels. the young ice that forms even in open calm water and 
which stopped us many times will present no obstacle. They 
will plough right through it. The main thing is to watch the 
ice mo,·ements and be in the right spot at the right time, for 
the ice does not wait for anyone. 

But getting back to the early explorers, when I reached 
places which had known the footsteps of such men as Sir 
Edward Parry, Sir John Ross, Captain Henry Kellett, Captain 
Francis L. McClintock, Captain Robert McClure, Sir John 
Franklin and many others, I felt that I was on hallowed 
ground. I pictured them and their crews wintering in isolation 
and discomfort in crowded ships, optimistically waiting for 
spring and better ice conditions. Some of them perished, all 
risked death, to carry the proud flag of Britain into new 
territory. Some times during our passage I fancied I could see 
the tall majestic ships that had preceded us in most of these 
waters. over a hundred years ago. 
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