A New Chapter for the

NORTH AMERICAN BREEDING BIRD SURVEY

The Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) is the primary and most reliable source
of information on changes in bird populations in the U.S. and Canada.

Enhancing the BBS Program: The BB Is Critical
The 2020-30 Strateqic Plan

GOAL 1: Upgrade the program’s data collection and
management systems to support new data protocols,
improve volunteer experience, fill priority geographic
gaps, and advance model development to better serve
the bird conservation and management communities.

GOAL 2: Ensure BBS data and products are accessible
and widely recognized as the authoritative source of
information on long-term changes in North American
bird populations.

GOAL 3: Develop strong partnerships with other
organizations to enhance the BBS program.

These ambitious goals require the support of
stakeholders at all levels; from the volunteers

who collect data, to the biologists who analyze The BBS directly and indirectly contributes
and disseminate the results, to the senior to all stages of the conservation and
officials who use the data for conservation management cycle, from identifying

conservation needs to evaluating
conservation actions.

_ TheBBSataGlance What is the BBS?

A standardized avian point count survey conducted
by thousands of dedicated volunteers across North
America, every year, since 1966.

and management decisions.

95,000,000 bird sightings
150,000 annual point counts

The foundation for science-based decisions

3,300 annual surveys concerning bird conservation and management
’ in the U.S. and Canada.

3,000 annual PETRIEELE A conservation tool that helps fuel the

800 scientific publications $75 billion-dollar wildlife-watching industry’2.
600 species monitored 1U.S. DO, USFWS, U.S. DOC and U.S. Census Bureau, 2016

2 Federal, Provincial, and Territorial Governments of Canada. 2014
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https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/cir1466
https://www.fws.gov/wsfrprograms/subpages/nationalsurvey/nat_survey2016.pdf
https://biodivcanada.chm-cbd.net/documents/canadian-nature-survey

The BBS in Action

Highlighting the Loss of 3 Billion North American Birds
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BBS data were essential in the groundbreaking study
published in the prestigious journal Science and brought
to light the astonishing declines of North American bird
populations. BBS data were the basis for the analysis
of 82% of the 529 species assessed in this study’.

Population change of
North American birds since 1970
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the true population
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probability of falling.
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This study — widely reported in the science community
and the mainstream media — estimated that we have
lost almost 3 billion birds since 1970 which represents
one quarter of North America’s birds. These staggering
declines occurred not only in species of concern but
also in many common and familiar species. As birds
are important indicators of ecosystem health?,
these losses show that our ecosystems are losing
their ability to support both bird and other wildlife
populations, with potential consequences for human
health and well-being>#,
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Major Findings

Since 1970, we've lost:
1,000,000,000 forest birds
> 720,000,000 grassland birds
160,000,000 aerial insectivores

But conservation efforts
can bring birds back!

Visit the USGS North American Breeding Bird Survey website
or the 3 Billion Birds Lost site for more information.
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