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Andre Ouellet has been named Minister of State for Urban 
Affairs, replacing Barney Danson who has become Minister of 
National Defence. 

As Urban Affairs Minister, Mr. Ouellet has assumed respon
sibilities for CMHC, the Ministry, and the National Capital 
Commission. 

Mr. Ouellet first became an MP when he won the Montreal
Papineau constituency in a by-election in 1967. At that time he 
was 28, the youngest member of the House of Commons. He 
was re-elected in the 1968 general election and was chosen to 
preside on the Quebec Federal Liberal Caucus. 

In 1972, he was appointed Postmaster General, becoming the 
youngest cabinet minister at 33. As Postmaster General, Mr. 
Ouellet was responsible for piloting the Olympic Bill through 
the Commons and was also responsible for the development and 
marketing of the Olympic coins and stamps. 

After his re-election in 1974, Mr. Ouellet was named Minister 
of Consumer and Corporate Affairs and remained in that post 
until March of this year. 

In his first two years as a Member of Parliament, 1968 and 
1969, M r. Ouellet served as Vice-Chairman of the Committee 
on Justice and Legal Affairs. Other committees he sat on re
lated to External Affairs and National Defence, Miscellaneous 
Estimates, Electoral Expenses, and the Constitution. 

In 1970, he was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Secretary of State for External Affairs and, in this capacity, 
he made several interventions on behalf of Canada at the Gen
eral Assembly of the United Nations. 

Mr. Ouellet served as Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
oCHealth and Welfare from the summer of 1971 until he was 
appointed Postmaster General. As Parliamentary Secretary, he 
conducted an information tour through Quebec to explain the 
social policies of the federal Government. 

In 1971, Mr. Ouellet led a number of Canadian delegations in 
other countries: the Twenty-First Conference of the Colombo 
Plan in Manila, Philippines; the Conference of the Organization 
of American States in San Jose, Costa Rica; the United Na
tions Conference on Industrial Development Organization in 
Vienna, Austria; and the Conference of Youth and Sports Min
isters of Francophone countries in Dakar, Senegal. He also re
presented the Canadian Government at the Olympics in Sap
poro, Japan and Munich, Germany in 1972. 

Before entering politics, Mr. Ouellet was Executive Secretary 
of the Liberal Federation of Canada, Quebec Branch, and 
Special Advisor to the leader of the Quebec Liberal Members 
of Parliament. He was appointed special assistant to the Minis
ter of Justice in 1964, and later became Executive Assistant to 
the Privy Council. 

Mr. Ouellet is currently a governor of the Junior Chamber 
of Commerce in Montreal and a member of the Club Optimiste 
de Villeray-Montreal. He is also a member of several national 
and international parliamentary associations. 

A member of the Quebec Bar Association, he graduated from 
the University of Ottawa and the University of Sherbrooke. 

Mr. Ouellet is married to the former Edith Page and has four 
children. 
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Dans Ie cadre du remaniement ministeriel du 3 novembre, Ie 
premier ministre M. Pierre Trudeau a nomme M. Andre Ouellet 
ministre d'Etat charge des Affaires urbaines en remplacement 
de M. Barnett Danson qui a accepte Ie portefeuille de la De
fense nationale. 

M. Ouellet est Ie depute de Montreal-Papineau et depuis 
ses debuts au Pariement canadien en 1967 a ete responsable de 
deux aut res ministeres soit celui des Postes, en 1972 et celui 
de la Consommation et des Corporations, en 1974. 

Comme titulaire de ce nouveau portefeuille, M. Ouellet est 
responsable des Affaires urbaines, de la Societe centrale d'hypo
theques et de logement et de la Commission de la Capitale 
nationale. 

Ne a Saint-Pascal en avril 1939, Andre Ouellet a fait ses 
etudes primaires au Pensionnat Saint-Louis, a Quebec, puis au 
Seminaire de Quebec, a l'Universite d'Ottawa et a I'Universite 
de Sherbrooke. II est bachelier es Arts, licencie en Droit et 
membre du Barreau de la province de Quebec. 

Pendant ses etudes, il a ete president de I' Association des 
etudiants de I'U niversite d'Ottawa et vice-president de la Fede
ration nationale des etudiants des universites canadiennes. 

Avant d'entreprendre sa carriere de pariementaire, M. Ouellet 
fut Ie secretaire administratif de la Federation liberale du 
Canada, section du Quebec, et conseiller special aupres du 
leader de l'aile pariementaire du Quebec. Elu pour la premiere 
fois lors d'une election complementaire dans son comte, il 
etait alors Ie plus jeune depute de la 27e legislature. 

II fut elu pour la deuxieme fois aux elections generales de 
jUin 1968, et au mois de septembre suivant ses collegues Ie 
choisirent pour presider Ie Caucus liberal du Quebec. Reelu 
aux elections generales d'octobre 1972, M. Ouellet etait 
nomme ministre des Postes en novembre de la meme annee et 
devenait ainsi Ie plus jeune ministre du Cabinet Trudeau, etant 
age de 33 ans. 

En 1964, M. Ouellet avait ete I'adjoint special du ministre de 
la Justice, puis chef de cabinet au Conseil prive, poste qu'il 
occupa pendant deux ans. 

Pariementaire tres actif au sein des comites de la Chambre 
des communes, il fut nomme vice-president du Co mite de la 
justice et des questions juridiques a l'automne 1968 et occupa 
ce poste jusqu'a I'automne 1969. II siegea ensuite successive
ment au comites des affaires exterieures et de la defense 
nationale, des previsions budgetaires, des depenses electorales 
et de la Constitution. 

A compter du ler octobre 1970, M. Ouellet a ete secretaire 
parlementaire du secretaire d'Etat aux Affaires exterieures. 
Au cours de ce mandat, il est intervenu a plusieurs reprises au 
nom du Canada a la tribune de l'Assemblee generale des Na
tions Unies, a New-York, et a dirige plusieurs delegations cana
diennes a I'etranger: a la 21e conference de l'Organisation des 
Etats americains, a San Jose, Costa Rica (avril 1971) ou il 
plaid a avec succes l'entree du Canada comme observateur 
permanent aupres de l'organisation; a la conference de l'Organi
sation des Nations Unies pour Ie developpement industriel, 
a Vienne, Autriche (juin 1971); a la conference des ministres 
de la Jeunesse et des Sports des pays francophones, a Dakar, 
Senegal. 

Le 13 aotit 1971, M. Ouellet devenait secretaire pariementaire 
du ministre de la Sante nationale et du Bien-Etre social. A ce 
titre, il a effectue une tournee d'information au Quebec sur les 
politiques sociales du gouvernement federal et a represente Ie 
Canada, en 1972, aux Jeux Olympiques de Sapporo, Japon, et 
a Munich, en Allemagne. 

Marie a Edith Page depuis 1965, il est pere de quatre enfants. 


